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HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY-YARD, PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 



INTRODUCTORY. 

THE NAVAL HISTORY OF PORTSMOUTH HARBOR, 1603-1800. 

1603. Martin Pring, the first European visitor to the waters of the 
Piscataqua, on which the Portsmouth or Kittery navy-yard is located, 
of whom we have any knowledge, entered its waters in the spring of 
1603, with two vessels of small size, the Speedwell, a ship of 100 
tons and 30 men, and the bark Discoverer, of 50 tons and 20 men. 
These vessels were fitted out by the mayor, aldermen, and merchants 
of Bristol, in England, for the avowed purpose of " extending the dis- 
covery of the northern portions of Virginia, in the countrie of America.'* 
After discovering Penobscot Bay and Eijrer and York Eiver, Pring 
continued his voyage along the coast westward until he arrived at the 
Piscataqua Eiver, which he calls " Westernmost Eiver." After anchor- 
ing the Speedivell in the lower harbor, he made an excursion in the lit- 
tle Discoverer 12 or 14 miles inland, and as it was the leafy month of 
June, which was well calculated to impress the voyager, it is not sur- 
prising that he says : "The river Pishcataqua, which is the westernmost 
river, and the one which pierceth furthest inland, is a noble sheet of 
water, and of great depth, with beautiftil islands and heavy forests 
along its banks." 

1605. Samuel de Ohamplain in 1606 sailed from Havre de Grasse, in 
France, on a voyage of discovery to northern Virginia, as New England 
was then called, and on the 15th of July following sighted the Isles of 
Shoals, as they are now called, and the " Cape of the Isles," as he named 
what is now known as Odiomes Point, at the mouth of Portsmouth Har- 
bor. Sailing up the Piscataqua several miles, and discovering no 
natives, he altered his course to the southward, and two days later dis- 
covered " a grate and wide river, which he named ^Eiviere des Gas,'" 
probably the Merrimac. 

1607. Popham's colony was established at Saghadoc in 1607, and 
doubtless many of his and other adventurers followed these pioneers 
into the Piscataqua and its neighborhood in pursuit of fish with which 
the waters were teeming, but we hear of none until 1610, when Sir 
Samuel Argall in a ship called the Discovery, and Sir George Somers in 
the Patience, sailed from Virginia for Bermuda, and being driven out 
of their coarse by a hurricane, and carried north, probably by the 
unknown influence of the Gulf Stream, entered the Penobscot. There 
the vessels separated and the Fatience, a frail cedar-built ship, with no 
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iron at all, " but one bolt in her keele,'' finally succeeded in reaching 
her destination. Argall in the Discovery spent the whole summer in 
cruising and fishing up and down the coast of Maine, and the ac- 
count of his voyage in Purchas Pilgrims puts it beyond a doubt that 
Sir Samuel must have frequently during the summer made a harbor at 
the Isles of Shoals, and doubtless was prompted to explore the neigh- 
boring waters of the Piscataqua. 

1613. In 1613 he renewed his visits to the coast as a pilot and convoy 
to a fleet of fishing vessels which set out from Virginia, according to 
their yearly custom, to fish. 

1614. The next year the redoubtable Oapt. John Smith, then at the 
ripe age of 37, sailed from the Downs with two ships for the purpose of 
trade and discovery, and arrived at Newfoundland April 30, 1614. He 
there built several boats, which he probably employed fishing, whilst 
he in a small boat with eight men examined all the coast from Penob- 
scot to Cape Cod, trading with the natives as he passed from place to 
place, entering various bays and rivers, and making surveys of the 
harbors. In this way he visited the Isles of Shoals, giving them the 
name of Smith's Islands, and sailed up the Piscataqua some 20 miles, 
describing it "as a safe harbor with a rocky shore." He sailed for 
England on the 18th of July in one of his ships, and on his arrival in 
London the last of August, presented his map of the country from the 
Penobscot to Cape Cod to Prince Charles, with the request that the 
country might be called Few England. This chart, the first of the 
coast ever made, and which is sufficiently accurate for the rec^ognition 
of its most prominent features, he caused to be published in 1616 with 
a description of the country. It is a little singular that this map desig- . 
nates what is now Portsmouth, H., by the name of Hull, and gives 
to Kittery and York the name of Boston, if the date of the map can 
be relied on, full four years before Boston was settled, and long before 
Hull was thought of. 

1615. At this early date the English are said to have had 170 vessels 
every year in the Newfoundland fisheries, while the French, Portuguese, 
and Spaniards had altogether about 300. In 1615 Capt. Smith re- 
solved to take possession of, and permanently settle in the new country, 
and sailed in March from Plymouth with that intent, with two ships 
laden with iiomigrants and supplies. The voyage was a succession of 
disasters. He was several times chased by pirates, and near Flores 
was taken by a French vessel of war, which kept him a prisoner but 
allowed the crew to return to Plymouth with the vessel. The French 
vessel was really a pirate, and Smith assures us that he was compelled 
to take part in many a buccaneering enterprise, until in a storm in the 
Bay of Biscay he succeeded in deserting in an open boat all alone and 
reached Eochelle, whence he returned to England, where he had long 
been given up for dead. The pirate ship he had abandoned, less lucky, 
was totally wrecked iu the storm and nearly all her orew perished, 



raSTORY OP THE NAVY-YARD AT PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 6 

* While on board the pirate he wrote the account of his voyages to New 
England, which was published in 1616, after his escape. But for his 
untoward capture Capt. Smith would have been the founder of Maine 
and New Hampshire. In a statement to His Majesty's commissioners, 
probably written about 1624, he says he has .spent five years and more 
than £500 in the service of Virginia and New England; yet, he con- 
tinues, " in neither of those two countries have I one foot of land, nor the 
house I builded, nor the ground.I digged with my own hands, nor ever 
any content or satisfaction at all, and though I see ordinarily those two 
countries shared before me by them that neither have them nor know 
them but by my descriptions.'' He was the first to recommend the 
settlement of New England. 

1621. In 1621 Capt. John Mason, a merchant of London, and after- 
wards the governor of Newfoundland and engaged in its fisheries, be- 
came interested in a scheme of trading with Neyr England and forming 
a permanent settlement on its coast, and on the 10th of August, 1622, 
the council in England, established by a royal charter for planting, 
ruling, ordering, and governing of New England in America," of which 
he was the secretary, granted to him and to Sir Ferdinando Gorges 
jointly " all the land situated in between the rivers Merrimack and 
Sagadaliock, extending to the Great Lakes and the river of Canada," 
by the name of " Laconia." Having admitted several merchants of 
London as associates, they assumed the name and title of " The Com- 
pany of Laconia." Arriving, as is supposed, in the month of May, at 
the Piscataqua,they erected on the peninsula now known as Odiorne's 
Point, their post house, and the first house built in New Hampshire, 
under the direction of Mr. David Thompson, which they named " Ma- 
sons Hall." There are no remains of this building at the present time, 
but it was doubtless a garrison house or fortified post for the settlers 
to rally at in case of attack. A few rods southwest of Masons Hall 
they erected their fish flakes on a knoll, which retains the name of 
Flake Hill. A number of the graves of these early settlers are still to 
be seen near the site of the fort, with the moss-covered stones at the 
head and foot of the graves, just as they were placed two hundred and 
fifty years ago. A walnut tree and a pear tree, both of immense size 
and perhaps of equal age with the graves, stand like sturdy sentinels 
over their silent tenants. 

1631. The second house built on the Piscataqua was raised by 
Humphrey Ohadbourn in 1631, near the banks of the river, about 3 
miles from its mouth, and within the limits of what is now the most 
populous part of the city of Portsmouth j other buildings followed 
rapidly. 

1632. A year later, in 1632, the plantations on the Piscataqua Eiver 
united to fit out four pinnaces and shaUops, manned by 40 men, which 
proceeded with the bark Blessing of the Bay, of 30 tons, from Boston, 
having 20 men on board, to Pemaquid Point, to capture one David or 
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Dixy Bull, aud 15 others, who had committed several acts of piracy 
and rifled the fort at Pemaquid. The pirates, however, had flown, and 
so escaped arrest. This, beyond a doubt, is the first naval e5:pedition 
of a warlike nature ever fitted out from the Piscataqua. It is probable, 
says Cooper, that the party was composed of fur traders from Virginia, 
and that their conduct appeared to the Puritans of the East so light in 
general that some trifling excesses were misconstrued into piracy. 

1639. April 3, 1639, Charles I, King of England, granted to Sir Per- 
dinando Gorges "a part or portion of the country of America commonly 
called Kew England," and orders that "the portion of the mainland 
and premises aforesaid shall forever hereafter be called and named the 
Province or Country of Maine" (York Eecords, Book A, p. 1), and Sep- 
tember 6, the same year. Sir Ferdinando Gorges commissions Thomas 
Jocelin, Richard Yines, Francis Champernon, and others as councellors, 
and appoints Eichard •Vines his steward-general (York Court Records, 
Book A, p. 26). 

1645. May 3, 1645, Richard Vines grants the two islands now known 
as Navy-yard and Seavey's Island, on which the United States navy- 
yard in Portsmouth Harbor is situated, to Thomas Furnell, shipwright, 
for a yearly rent of 2 shillings and 6 pence, as appears by the following 
deed, which is recorded in the registry of deeds of York County, Alfred, 
Maine, Vol. 1, page 16, under date October 16, 1651. 

These presents witness that I, Richard Vines, steward-general of the province of 
Mayne, have given and granted unto The. Furnell, the sonn of Renard Furnell, of 
Piscataqua River, Chirurgeon, for and in the behalf of Sir Ferdinando Gorges, Knt., 
and proprietor of the s'd province of Mayne, two islands lying and being on the 
northeast side of Piscataqua River afores'd, commonly called or known by the name 
of Puddington Islands, the s'd Thomas Furnell yielding and paying inn to the s'd 
Sr. Fordin Gorges his heirs and assigns, two shillings and six pence yearly. 

Given under my hand this third day of May, 1645. 

Richard Vines. 

This deed I know and acknowledge to be Mr. Richard Vine's, his act and deed 
written with his own hand, by me. 

Edw. Godfrey, Gov^r, 

Recorded this 16 Oct., 1651. 
Vera copia, copia. By Ed. Risiiworth, RecordW, 

These two islands prior to this grant had been occupied by a John 
Puddington as a place for drying his fish, and thence obtained the name 
of Puddington Islands. Probably he claimed proprietorship from right 
of possession, for in 1671 we find: 

Thomas Fernald, of Battery, in the County of York, shipwright, and 
Temperance, his wife, deeding " for and in consideration of the natural 
aftection, love, and good will, w'ch we doe beare unto or beloved 
brother, William Fernald, of the same Battery, shipwright, as alsoe for 
the fuUfilling of the last will of or dere father, Eenald Fernald, de- 
ceased, and for other good reasons, etc., one of these islands [that pur- 
chased by the United States Gov't in 1800], as commonly called 
or known by the name of Lay Clayme, or by what other name or names 
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whatsoever, the sayd William Fernald, his heyres," etc., " paying or 
causing to be payd, his proportion of the rent to the lord proprietor, if 
demanded, and save and keepe harmless the sayd Thomas Femald, his 
heyres and executors, forever.'' 

William Fernald, sr., in his will, dated June 15, 1724, approved Sep- 
tember 2, 1728, bequeaths unto his eldest son, WiUiam, " the island 
whereon I formerly dwelt, commonly called and known by the name of 
Lay Claim Island, with the dwelling house and all outhousing, gar- 
dens, orchards, etc.,'' and "having given him one-half of said island 
when I first left it, and went over to the main to live, the other half I 
give and resign to him now, he paying me fifty pounds for the stage 
point according to agreement, and to pay me one hundred pounds more 
in current passable money of New England, on or before the first day 
of June next ensuing the date hereof, and to summer me and my wife, 
Elizabeth, during our natural lives twelve sheep yearly, and to provide 
and bring in place at my house a proportionate part of firewood, which 
I and your mother may have occasion to burn, with the rest of your 
four brothers, yearly during my and my wife's natural life." 

June 16, 1794, John Fernald, jr., of Middleton County of Strafford, 
K. H., in consideration of the sum of $650, deeds the same island con- 
taining 50 acres more or less, and commonly known by the name of 
"Lay Claim Island," to James Sheafe, of Portsmouth, in the county of 
Eockingham, merchaJnt. John Femald, jr., was probably a son or 
grandson of William, who inherited the Island in 1728. 

September 29, 1794, James Sheafe, for the consideration of £500 law- 
ful money of the State of New Hampshire, sold the island " commonly 
called Lay Claim or Fernald Island, being the same which I bought of 
John Fernald," to William Dennett, of Kittery, mariner. 

June 12, 1800, William Dennett, jr., and Sarah, his wife, for the con- 
sideration of the sum of $5,500, deeds the island to the United States of 
America, specifying it "as the whole of a certain island lying in Pisca- 
taqua Eiver, in Battery aforesaid, opi)Osite the town of Portsmouth, and 
at the distance of about three-quarters of a mile from said Portsmouth, 
which island was formerly called t<ay Claim Island, afterwards Fer- 
nald's Island, and now called Dennett's Island, and contains 50 acres be 
the same more or less," * • » "and have full power and lawful au- 
thority to grant and convey the same, and that the said premises are 
free and clear of all and every incumbrances whatsoever, and that I, my 
heirs, executors, and administrators, Bhall and will warrant the same to 
the United States of America against the lawful claims and demands of 
any person or persons whatsoever." 

Thus from the original grant in 1639 to Sir Ferd. Gorges, through the 
successive ownerships of Thomas Fumell, shipwright, 1645 5 William 
Femald, shipwright, 1728; John Fernald, jr., yeoman, 1794; James 
Sheafe, 1794, and WiUiam Dennett, 1800, under the various names of 
Puddington, Lay Claim, Fernald, and Dennetts Island, the Kavy-yard 
Island came into the possession of the United States, June 12^ 1800. 
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The title to Seaveys Island, purchased for the United States in 1866, 
can be just as ch»arly traced, but haviug l)eeu cut up into farms and 
house lots, and sold to different purchasers, the deeds are too numerous 
to be even referred to here, but will be found in the appendix. The 
title to the Navy-yard Island was examined by Jeremiah Smith, United. 
States Attorney for the district of Kew Hampshire, June 12, 1800, at 
the request of Jacob Sheafe, esq., naval agent, and pronounced good. 

Dr. Reginald Fernald was one of the first emigrants to New Hamp- 
shire; George Fernald, a descendant, was born on the Navy-yard 
Island in 1724. The island was a family inheritance and would now be 
the property of the heirs of Oapt. Daniel Fernald, who died in 1866, 
aged 98 years 3 J months, had not the right of primogeniture been abol- 
ished. When the records were searched to establish the United States 
title, it was found the. island was to descend to the oldest male heir 
from generation to generation " so long as the grass grows and the waters 
ran.'' 

Shipbuilding was an early and soon became an extensive branch of 
industry on the Piscataqua. Foreign merchants could build vessels 
there at a lower price than elsewhere, and it was natural that Govern- 
ment should avail itself of the facilities it offered for the construction 
of vessels of war. Surveys were made of the harbor, and as early as 
1050 there are records of timber for masts being selected and marked 
with the " Broad arrow/' as the property of the Crown. 

In 1680 forty-nine vessels entered the harbor of Portsmouth. 

1690. The Falkland^ or, as sometimes spelled, the FaulMand, a 54- 
gun ship, built in 1690 by Mr. John Taylor, by order of the British 
Government, for the royal navy, was the first ship of war built on tliis 
side of the Atlantic. She was a fourth rate of that date, and is called 
by Cooper in his naval history, "the first ship of the line built in Amer- 
ica," though of a new and larger ship of the same name on the Eng- 
lish navy list of 1748, it is noted she was " of a class not to be put into 
the line of battle except on very extraordinary occasions." The first 
British 74-gun ship was the Royal Oaky of 1,107 tons, launched in 1694, 
In a list of the ships added to the royal navy since November 5, 1688, 
we find mentioned the Falkland^ fourth rate, built in New England by 
Mr. John Taylor, added to the navy March 2, 1695, 637 tons. Estab- 
lishment: war, 226 men 54 guns at home, 115 men abroad; peace, 149 
men 42 guns at home." In a manuscript volume giving a list of ships, 
etc., lost, captured, or put to other uses, or sold, between 1696 and 1730^ 
there is noted " the Falkland^ 34 culverins, 10 sakers, lost on the coast 
of Ireland, May 1699." 

Launching a ship in those early times was an event of great impor- 
tance, and always attended by all persons of both sexes living in the 
vicinity, who expected an ample supply of good cheer, rum for the men. 
and wine for the women. We read in the life of Sir William Pepperell 
that on fhe occasion of his launching a vessel at Saco, in 1696, designed 
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for trading purposes, he allowed, and sent down from Portsmouth to 
his agent, a barrel of wine and a barrel of rum for the festivities of the 
occasion, and that the vessel was launched with her sails bent, it being 
" dangerous tarrying on account of the hostile Indians in the vicinity," 
and expensive to keep the men upon pay.'' There is no account ex- 
tant of the launch of the Falkland^ but there can be no doubt that the 
launch of so large a vessel, and the first man-of-war built on this side 
of the Atlantic, was properly celebrated in accord with the spirit of the 
times. 

Sir William Phipps sailed with the squadron from Hull, near Boston, 
on the 9th of August, 1690, on his first fruitless expedition against 
Quebec, which, says Lediard, " lost the colony of New England 
£40,000." It is not impossible the new ship just launched at Ports- 
mouth may have formed one of the vessels of this expedition. I have 
been unable to find a list of his vessels. 

The name of the Falkland was long continued in the British navy. 
In 1707 the Falkland 50, Capt. John Underdown, the largest of three 
ships — the Medway 48 and Nonsuch being the other two — ^formed a 
squadron on the Newfoundland station, which completely destroyed the 
French fishery, both on the banks and coast of that island, and burnt 
one French ship of 32 guns, one of 20, and took two of 20 each. She 
arrived with Sir Horenden Walker's fleet at Spithead October 12, 1711, 
was laid up at Chatham in 1712, was taken to pieces in 1718, and re- 
built 1720. In Lediard's Naval History I find, June 27, 1728, the Falk- 
land 50, fourth rate, 280 men, commissioned under command of Samuel 
Atkins, and June 30, 1729, lying at Spithead. Again, the Falkland, 
fourth rate, 50 guns, 300 men, as one of eighty-six ships getting ready 
for service under Sir Charles Wager, and she was docked and cleared 
and put in commission on the 21st February, 1730. The tonnage of this 
successor of the American-built ship is stated at 761 tons. In 1744 an- 
other ship of the name was built of the following dimensions : 140.2 
feet on the gun deck, 113.6 keel, 40.2 beam, 17.5J depth, 974 tons, 350 
men, and 50 guns. Afterwards her armament was reduced to 48 guns 
of less caliber than her original armament, in order to lighten her, and 
her crew was reduced to 226. We find the name continued on the navy 
lists for 1748, 1756, and 1763. 

The next vessel of war built at Portsmouth of which we have any 
account, is the Bedford, fifth rate, 32 .guns, built in 1696, also by Mr. 
John Taylor. In a list of vessels heretofore referred to, she is entered 
as the Bedford, fifth rate, built in New England by Mr. John Taylor, 
added to the navy 3d May, 1697 5 372 tons 5 establishment: war 135 men 
34 guns at home, 115 men abroad; peace, 90 men 28 guns." Con- 
verted from a fifth rate "to fire ship by order of the Admiralty Febru- 
ary 19, 1716.'' In contemporary accounts the jBe^/brcK is styled a galley. 
I find in navy lists of that and subsequent dates, frequent mention of 
vessels of the same number of guns that are styled galleys. The 
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Oharles galley, of 32 giius, was one of Sir George Rooke's squadron in 
the Mediterranean in 1704; and Capt. William Kidd's vessel, in which 
he sailed, was called the Adventure galley. The Bedford galley, prob- 
ably the vessel built at Portsmouth, is mentioned in a list of the ships 
attached to Vice-Admiral Sir Horenden Walker's squadron, which 
sailed ftom Boston on his unsucessful expedition against Quebec, Can- 
ada, July 30, 1711, when the governor of Massachusetts ordered a fast 
to be observed every Thursday until the result should be known. On 
the navy list March 8, 1701-'02, 1 find the Bedford galley 32, 135 men, 
and the Mary and the Charles galley, both of the same number of 
men and guns. The Mary galley is stated at 595 tons, therefore she 
was larger than the Bedford, though the latter had the same number 
of men in her crew. Elsewhere the Mary is put down as a snotv 
which was probably the rig of these vessels. The Bedford galley is 
again mentioned as a fire ship in Sir John Morris's squadron in 1720-'21, 
and is reported as carrying only 66 men and 8 guns, but that was after 
she had been converted into a fire ship. In the same squadron was an- 
other Bedfof% a third rate, mounting 70 guns and carrying 440 men. 

Falconer, in his Marine Dictionary, defines a snow as the largest of 
all our two-masted vessels employed by Europeans," and says, sloops 
of war occasionally assumed the form of snows in order to deceive the 
enemy." The rig was similar ►^to that of a modern full-rigged brig. 
Galleys, according to the same authority, carried their gxins on a con- 
tinuous or flush deck, while frigate-built ships had deep waists with 
high poops and forecastles. 

1749. The America, 44, launched at the north end of the town May 
4, 1749, was the third vessel of war ot which we have any knowledge 
built at Portsmouth. A model of her, presented by Madame Elwyn, 
daughter of the late Governor Langdon, is preserved in the cabinet of 
the Portsmouth Atheneum. It is a beautiful piece of workmanship in 
mahogany, planked up as the ship would be, except that the planks of 
the upper deck, as also the forecastle and quarter deck, are left off, to 
show the beams, carlines, knees, etc. The model is pierced for 44 guns 
on two decks. « 

Sir William Pepperrell wrote to Governor Wentworth on the 13tli of 
March, 1746, that the lord commissioners of the admiralty had directed 
the Hon. Peter Warren to have four ships of war built in New Eng- 
land, two of 24 guns and two of .44 guns, and that Warren had written 
to him asking him to agree with some shipwright for the erecting and 
building of one of the 44's on the banks of the Piscataqua, and requests 
the governor to appoint a board to estimate the value of such a ship, 
A board, consisting of Joshua Pierce, Jotham Odione, and Mark H. 
Wentworth, was appointed by the governor agreeably to this request, 
and reported that for such a ship " £9 per ton would be a fair price for 
the Government to give for the vessel, completely fitted with 44 guns." 
Sir William Pepperrell accordingly contracted with Col. Nathaniel Me- 
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serve for building the ship, which was launched May 4, 1749, called the 
America, and sent, loaded with spars and naval stores, to London under 
convoy, having only one tier of guns mounted. The terms of the con- 
tract are not stated. Ideut. Ool. Meserve, the builder of the Americaj 
accompanied Amherst on the second expedition against Louisburg, in 
1758, with the rank of colonel, but in charge of 200 ship carpenters 
jfrom the banks of the Piscataqua, most of whom were attacked with 
smallpox. Both Gol. Meserve and his son died of that disease during 
the siege. 

Pepperrell's biographer says the America was esteemed one of the 
best frigates in the British Navy, but the only trace I can find of her 
is in the navy list of September, 1756, and May, 1756, where she is put 
down as in ordinary at Chatham. She does not appear to have been a 
very durable ship and was probably built of green timber, as eight 
years after her launch, in 1757, a new and larger ship, of the same 
name and mounting 60 guns, was built in England, on the Thames, 
whose dimensions are given in Ghamock as foUows: 154 feet gun deck, 
127 J keel, 43 beam, 18.9 depth, 1,248 tons. A third AmefHca^ rated as 
a 64, was built at Deptford in 1777. Her tonnage was 1,370; length of 
keel, 131; on the gun deck, 159.6. 

The America, 44, built at Portsmouth, was probably a sister ship to 
the Boston J built in Kew England the same year, 1749, whose dimen- 
sions are given as follows: " 130.1 feet gun deck, 114.2 keel, 37.8 J beam, 
16 depth, 862 tons, 280 men, 44 guns.'^ The Boston was sold out of the 
Eoyal Navy in 1762, when another vessel of the same name, but less 
tonnage, built on the Thames, took her place on the navy list. The 
America is said to have been built on the mainland at the north part of 
the city. 

We have account of no other ships of war being built at Portsmouth 
for the Eoyal Navy, but the harbor continued to be a favorite resort for 
its cruisers. On the 17th of June, 1744, the Astree, a 20-gun ship, which 
had been taken from the Spaniards at Porto Bello, was riding at anchor 
in the Pool, taking in a cargo of naval stores destined for the British 
fleet at Jamaica, when she accidentally caught on fire and was entirely 
consumed. TheJPool is a broad sheet of water situated between the 
upper end oF^reat Island and the town, on the southerly side of the 
river, with good anchoring ground. The mast ships were usually sta- 
tioned there to take in their cargoes. The morning was severely cold, 
and her distance from the town rendered it impossible for assistance to 
reach her. 

1775. In 1775 the Scarhorough^ 7A, Oapt. Barclay, was at anchor in 
the Pool, and remained until the fort at the entrance was seized by the 
colonists, when she left the harbor and remained between the Isles of 
Shoals and the mainland. The Scarborough had been undergoing re- 
pairs to her rigging and sails, but the threatening appearance of affairs 
caused her commandiag officer to hasten his departure and put her in 
a safer position. 
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When it became apparent that war with England was unavoidable 
and that it was necessary to build a navy to protect the commerce of 
the colonies and their seaboard from predatory incursions, as well as 
for the annoyance and destruction of the enemies of our mercantile 
marine, the natural position and the advantages of Portsmouth for a 
naval station were so obvious that measures were at once taken for the 
building and equipping of ships there for the Continental Navy. 

Writing in 1782, towards the close of the war of the Eevolution, the 
Marquis of Chaatellux, who was then visiting Portsmouth, notes in his 
journal: There is every appearance of its (i. e,, Portsmouth) becoming 
to New England what the other Portsmouth is to the old; that is to say, 
that this place will be made choice of as the depot of the Continental 
marine. The access to the harbor is easy, the road is immense, and 
there are 7 fathoms of water as far up as 2 miles above the town; add 
to this that, notwithstanding its northern situation, the harbor of Ports- 
mouth is never frozen, an advantage arising from the rapidity of its 
current." 

The first ship built for the Continental Navy at Portsmouth was the 
Bal€i£hj,32, Congress, on the 13th of December, 1775, passed an act 
authorizing the building of thirteen cruisers. Under that act the keel 
of the Ealeigh was laid at the north end of Eindge's wharf by Messrs. 
Hackett, Hill & Paul, shipwrights, on the 21st of March, 1776, and 
so rapidly was her construction carried on that on the 21st of May she 
was launched, having been completed in just sixty days from the laying 
of her keel. Capt. Thomas Thompson, -of Portsmouth, who wa^ to 
command her, superintended and inspected her construction. The fol- 
lowing were her dimensions as given in a British navy list, after her 
capture, viz: Gun deck, 131.5; keel, 110.7; beam, 34.5; depth, — ; tons, 
697. She carried a battery of 32 twelve-pounders. On her first cruise 
all of her officers but two were from Portsmouth or its neighborhood, 
and all her petty officers and crew but two, who were from Newbury- 
port, were from Portsmouth or New Hampshire. 

Though so speedily constructed, for some reason or other, probably 
the difficulty in obtaining stores and material for her completion and 
equipment, she did not get to sea until August, 1777, when she sailed 
under the command of Capt. Thompson, in company with the Alfred 
24, Capt. Hinman. Both ships went to sea short of men, bound to 
France, where military stores were in waiting to be transported to 
America. On the passage she took a small schooner, on board of 
which was found $4,390 in counterfeit bills of Continental money. 
Some days later the Raleigh Txm into the midst of the British windward 
fleet, consisting of more than sixty sail, under the convoy of tour vessels 
of war, and engaged the Druid 20, for over forty-five ndnutes within 
pistol shot, cutting her all to pieces and rendering her unmanageable. 
The near approach of the other ships of war obliged her to leave the 
Druid and rejoin the Alfredj the Raleigh escaping through her supe- 
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rior sailing. During this chase she is said to have " logged 11.2 on a 
dragged bowline.'^ In consequence of the loss of the Alfred^ Oapt. 
Thompson was relieved of the command of the Raleigh and was succeeded 
by Oapt. Barry. In September of the same year she was chased by the 
Experiment 50 and Unicorn 28, and, losing her foretopmast and mizen- 
topgallantmast, after an engageinent of seven hours, in which 25 of his 
crew were killed, Capt. Barry attempted to run her on shore, on an 
island about 20 miles from the mouth of the Penobscot, and burn her. 
In this he was only partially successftd. A large party of men got on 
shore, and the boats were about to return for the remainder when it 
was discovered that by the treachery of a petty officer the ship had 
surrendered. The officers and men on the island escaped, but the ship 
was got off and placed in the British navy and commissioned as a 
cruiser on our coast. Capt. Barry gained great credit for his gallantry 
on this occasion and a new ship was given him on the first oppor- 
tunity. 

1777. The next ship built at Portsmouth for the Continental Nayy 
was the Bcm^^j ^ sloop of war mounting 16 6-pounders, or, according to 
other accounts, 18 6-pounders. She was built upon the same blocks as 
the Raleigh and was launched just a year after that ship, in May, 1777. 
Cooper styles the ^^Ranger 18, a crank, clumsy ship, with a gun deck 
but no armament above, and a dull sailor." This vessel is identified 
with the fame of Paul Jones, and while under his command was the 
first to receive a salute to the Stars and Stripes of the United States of 
America, in Quiberon Bay, on the 14th of February, 1778, as detailed 
in Jones' dispatches to the naval committee, and noted in the diary of 
Dr. Ezra Green, who was the surgeon on board,* and she is believed 
to have been the first vessel of war to wear them. On the 14th of June, 
1777, Congress passed the following resolutions : 

In Congress, June Uy 1777, 
Besolvedf That the flag of the thirteen United States be thirteen stripes, alternate 

red and white ; that the union be thirteen stars, white, in a blue field, representing 

a new constellation. » 
Resolved, That Captain John Paul Jones be appointed to command the Banger, ship 

of war. 

Ef solved, That WiUiam Whipple, esq., member of Congress, and of the Marine 
Committee, John Langdon, esq., continental agent, and the said John Paul Jones be 
authorized to appoint lieutenants and other commissioned officers and warrant officers 
necessary for the said ship ; and that blank commissions and warrants be sent them, 
to be filled up with the names of the persons they appoint, returns whereof to be 
made to the naval board in the Eastern Department. 

Among the officers thus authorized who were appointed were Lieut. 
Simpson, executive officer; Dr. Ezra Green, surgeon; Lieut. John 
Wallingford, lieutenant of marines, all of New Hampshire. 

The orders addressed to Capt. Jones by tlie Marine Committee on 
the 18th of June, four days after the passage of the foregoing resolves, 

* Note. — ^The striped Continental flag of the United States worn by the brig An- 
dres Dori^ \^ been previously saluted at St. Eostatius, November, 1TTQ« 
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read very much as do similar orders of the present day. He is informed, 
in consequence of his letters of the 26th of May to the secret committee, 
the design of fitting the Mellish is laid aside, and he is appointed to 
command the Ranger, ship of war lately built at Portsmouth, aaid it 
is their desire to have her equipped, officered, and manned as soon as 
possible, and if he receives no other orders he is to proceed on a cruise 
against the enemies of the United States, conforming to the orders and 
regulations made for the government of the Kavy ; and take, sink, burn, 
or destroy all the enemies' ships, vessels, goods, etc., as he may be able 
to. His prizes were to be sent into safe ports in the United States, and 
they add : 

Yonr prisoners mnst also be sent in, and we recommend them to kind treatment. 
Any useful intelligence that comes to your knowledge mnst be communicated to us 
whenever you have opportunity. You are to preserve good order and discipline, but 
use your people well. The ship, her materials and stores, must be taken good 
care of, and every officer to answer to any embezzlement that happens in his depart- 
ment. You are to make monthly returns of your officers, men, etc., to the naval 
board. You are to be exceedingly attentive to the cleanliness of your ship and pres- 
ervation of the people's health. You are to afford assistance and protection to the 
American commerce whenever in your power, and on your return from your cruise 
lay copies of your journal and log book before the naval board, and inform us of the 
events of the voyage. 

Notwithstanding his orders to use dispatch, Jones was unable to get 
the Banger equipped and to sea until the 1st of November, when he 
sailed for Nantes, and made the passage out in thirty days. In his dis- 
patch announcing his arrival he represents her as slow and crank," 
and among other deficiencies in her equipment, laments having had 
<^ only 30 gallons of rum for the crew to drink on the passage." So cau- 
tious was the American Government in consequence of British remon- 
strances, that he had orders to conceal her armament while in France. 
He appears to have disregarded the injunction, however, as is shown 
by his salute to the French admiral, and the return salute he obtained, 
already mentioned. From Nantes he went to Brest to refit, and sailed 
thence on a cruise in the Irish Channel and on the coast of Scotland. 

The events of that cruise are matters of history; suffice it to say the 
Ranger returned to Brest on the 8th of May, 1778, bringing with her 
the Drake, sloop of war, which she had captured. At Brest Jones re- 
linquished the command of the Ranger to Mr. Simpson, his first lieuten- 
ant, who recrossed the Atlantic in her and anchored in Portsmouth on 
the 29th of July, 1778. Jones, in his letter to the American commis- 
sioners at Paris, dated Brest, May 27, 1778, mentions that in the action 
between the Ranger and the Drake^ on the 24th of April preceding, 
when the latter hoisted the English colors, " the American Stars were 
displayed on board the Ranger. This is the first recorded action and 
victory fought under the ''new constellation." 

1780. In 1780, while still commanded by Oapt. Simpson, the Ranger 
was one of the vessels cp-ptured and burned at the surrender of Charles- 
ton^ S. C.^ to Sir Henry Clinton, 
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On the 9th of IvTovember, 1776, Congress ordered " the buOding or 
purchase of three ships of seventy-four guns," besides several frigates 
and vessels of smaller dimensions. The keel of one of these ships was 
laid in Boston, and some progress made in her construction, but the 
only one that was completed and launched was the America^ 74^ built at 
Portsmouth, N. H. She was not only the first ship of the line built by 
the United States, but the first ship of that class ever built on the con- 
tinent, of which we have knowledge. Soon after the order of Congress 
her keel was laid on the northwest end of an island called Bising Cas- 
tle, long known as Langdons or Governors Island, and now called Bad- 
gers Island, where the ways on which she rested are still to be seen* 
The Hon. John Langdon, who was the continental agent for building 
vessels and a member of the Marine Committee, it is understood gen- 
erously and patriotically tendered the use of the island. Col. James 
Hackett was her master builder, and, though he had never seen a ship 
of the line, drewj ha ^lgn s for her construction. As he never had more 
than twenty carpenters at work upon her while her construction was in 
progress, it was necessarily slow. A year and a half after her building 
was authorized, on the 29th of May, 1778, at the suggestion of Capt. 
Landais, the Marine Committee, the Hon. John Langdon being one of 
its members, reported in favor of her being " constructed to carry 66 
guns only, upon two batteries, that is to say, twenty-eight 24-pounders 
upon the lower deck and twenty-eight 18-pounders njHm the upper 
deck." Had this report been adopted, which it seems was not, she 
would have been the heaviest armed frigate of her time afloat. 

We learn nothing further concerning her in the documents of the 
times for over a year, or until June 23, 1779, when Congress autho/-* 
ized Kobert Morris "to take measures for speedily launching and 
equipping for sea the Americaj then on the stocks at Portsmouth, N. H.,'' 
etc., and on the 26th, three days later. Captain John Paul Jones was 
unanimously selected to command her, and was ordered to Portsmouth 
to hasten her launch and equipment. He has left us the following de- 
scription of this remarkable vessel as completed under his direction: 

It had been intended to make the waist shaUow with narrow gangways; the quar- 
ter deck and forecastle to be short, Tvith a large stem gallery. Instead of this, the 
quarter deck was made to project four feet before the mainmast. The forecastle was 
also long, the waist deep, and the gangways broad, and of equal height with the 
quarter deck and forecastle. There was just room for the boats between tho gang- 
ways. A breastwork pierced with gun ports, but of suitable heights for musketry, 
and of the same strength and nature as the sides of the ship, ran all around the quarter 
deck, gangway, and forecastles, so that all the cannon on the quarter deck and fore- 
castles could have been fought on one side, an advantage possessed by no other ship of 
her time. Above this breastwork the poop stood on pillars 18 inches long and projected 
8 fbet before the mizzen mast. Round the poop a folding breastwork was made of 
light iuaterial and of a strength to resist grape shot; it was made to fold down on 
deck, and could be raised in a minute, so it was impossible to perceive that the 
America had a poop at the distance of a quarter of a mile. There were only single 
quarter galleries, and no stem gallery ; and both stem and bow were made very 
strong; 80 that the m^n at quarters might b^ everywhere under cover, 
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The plan projected for the sculpture expressed dignity and simplicity. The head 
was a female figure crowned with laurels^ the right arm raised, with forefinger 
pointing to Heaven, as appealing to that high tribunal for the justice of the Ameri- 
can cause. On the left arm was a buckler with a blue ground and thirteen stars. 
The legs and feet of the figure were covered here and there with wreaths of smoke, 
to represent the dangers and difficulties of wa*. On the stern, under the windows 
■of the great cabin, appeared two large figures in has relief, representing tyranny 
and oppression, bound and biting the ground, with the cap of liberty on a pole above 
their heads. On the back part of the starboard quarter gallery was a large figure of 
Neptune, and on the larboard gallery a large figure of Mars. Over the window of 
the great cabin, on the highest part of the stem, was a large medallion, on which 
was a figure representing Wisdom surrounded by danger, with the bird of Athens 
over her head. 

The danger surroimding Wisdom was probably emblematically ex- 
pressed by flashes of lightning. 

Jones, on his arrival in Portsmouth, found the America^ instead of 
being ready for launching as he had sujjposed, not half built, and there 
was neither timber, iron, nor any other material to complete her con- 
struction. Money would have procured the necessary articles of equip- 
ment and men before winter, but that was wanting. The Navy board 
at Boston had otherwise applied the funds which the minister of finance 
had destined for the America^ and he found it impossible to make the 
necessary advances. The business was, however, commenced imme- 
diately, and some progress was made in her construction before winter. 
' As soon as the enemy were informed that there was a prospect 
of the America being finished, various schemes were attempted or sug- 
gested for her destruction, which, coming to the knowledge of the min- 
ister of marine, were communicated by him in cipher to Capt. Jones, 
who asked from the government of IvTew Hampshire a guard for the pro- 
tection of the vessel, which the State assembly voted to supply. None, 
however, was furnished, and on a renewal of- the alarm, irom informa- 
tion communicated by Gen. Washington, the master buildc :•, Mr. Hack- 
ett, mounted guard with his ship carpenters by night. Capt. Jones 
took command of the guard in turn with the master builder, and for 
some time paid it himself. It is said large whale boats manned by the 
enemy pulled into the river with muftlcd oars, on more than one occa- 
sion passing and repassing the Jimcnm, but not daring to land and 
effect her destruction. 

1782. During the summer of 1782 the MagmfiqvCj a ship of the line 
belonging to the French squadron under the Marquis de Vaudreuil, 
was lost in Boston Harbor, and policy rendered it expedient for Con- 
gress to present its only ship of the line to France, which it did by the 
following resolve: 

Ix Congress, Septenibei- 3, 1782. 
Whereas the Magnijiquej a 74-gun ship belonging to tlio floct of His Most Cliristian 
Majesty commanded by the Marquis de Vandrcuil, lias been lately ]ost by aocid<^nt 
in the harbor of Boston, and Congress are desirous of testifying on this occasion to 
His Majesty the sense they entertain of his generous exertions in the behalf of the 
XJuited States : 
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Bwolvedy That the Agent of Marine be, and hereby i», instructed to present the 
America, 74-gun ship, in the name of the United States, to the Chevalier de la Lu- 
zerne, for the service of His Most Christian Majesty. 

The day after the passage of the resolution Robert Morris addressed 
a letter to Jones, inclosing the resolution, in which he says: 

Nothing could be more pleasing to me than this disposition, excepting so far as 
you are affected by it. I know you so well as to be convinced that it must give you 
great pain, and I sincerely sympathize with you ; but, although you will undergo 
much concern at being deprived of this opportunity to seek laurels on your favorite 
field, yet your regard for France will in some measure alleviate it, and to this your 
good sense wiU naturally add the delays which must have happened in fitting this 
ship for sea. I must intreat of you to continue your inspection until she is launched, 
and to urge forward the business. 

Oapt. Jones, as requested, continued his inspection, and urged for- 
ward, with the greatest energy, her launch, which was accomplished 
about five weeks later, on Tuesday, the 6th of November, when she 
moved majestically from her ways to her destined element, without 
any accident, amidst the rejoicing of an immense number of spectators, 
who lined the shores, the flags of allied France and America displayed 
fipom her poop. 

The difficulties attending her launch were great, as between Lang- 
dons Island and the opposite shore. Church Hill, the distance did not 
exceed 100 fathoms. From a few feet above the stern a ledge of rocks 
projected far into the river, making an angle of 20 degrees with the 
keel, and from a small bay on the opposite shore the flood tide contin- 
ued to run with rapidity directly over this ledge for more than an hour 
after it was high water by the shore. It was necessary to launch the 
ship exactly at high water, and to give her such a motion as would 
make her pass around the point of ledges without touching the oppo- 
site shore, then a difficult matter. When everything was prepared 
Gapt. Jones stood on the highest part of her bow, where he could see 
her motion and determine by a signal the instant when it was proper 
to let go one or both of the anchors that hung at the bows, and slip 
the cable that depended on the anchor fixed in the ground on the island. 
His care and foresight were rewarded by the complete success of the 
launch, and the same day, after seeing her securely moored, Jones de- 
livered her to the Chevalier de Martigne, who had commanded the 
Magnifique. 

On the day of the launch of the Amerim^ according to the Marquis 
of Ohastellux, by a singular coincidence, or by another account on the 
7th of November, two days only after it, the Augtiste, an 80-gun ship 
belonging to the King of France and then lying in Portsmouth Harbor, 
bearing the flag of Admiral the Count Vaudreuil, was struck by light- 
ning, which entirely disabled her foremast ( ? mizzenmast), greatly in- 
jured her forecastle ( ? poop) and quarter decks, killed four men, and 
wounded four others. 
2711 2 
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The Marquis of Ohastellux thus alludes to this accideut in his jour- 
ual : 

Oil the moruing of the lOth of November, 1782, I went to pay a visit to Mons. Al- 
bert de KioDis, captain of the PJnto, who had a houAe on Hhore, where he resided for 
his health. 11*^ invited nio to dinner, whieh he ad^-iged me to accept, as the Comte 
de Vandrenil was in confusion on board his ship, the mizzen mast of which had been 
struck by lightning live days before. 

Subsequently the marquis visited the admiral's ship, and her com- 
mander, M. de Brie, took him to see the ravages of the lightning and 
gave him the following a<jcount of the occurrence: 

At half-past two in the morning, in the midst of a violent rain, a dreadful explosion 
was heard suddenly, and the sentinel who was in the gallery- came ip a jianic into 
the council cliambor, where he met M. de Brie, who had leaped to the foot of his bed, 
ami they were both struck with a strong sulphurous smell. The bell was inmiedi- 
ately rung and the ship examined, when it was found that the mizzenmast was out 
sliort in two 4 feet from the forecastle ( f poop) deck ; that it had been lifted in the? air 
ami fallen perpendicularly on the quarter dock, through which it had ])enetrated, as 
well as the second battery (main deck). Two sailors were crushed by its fall; 
two others, who never could be found, had doubtless been thrown into tlie sea by the 
conmiotiou, and several were wounded. 

The Ameiiea was immediately fitted and equipped for sea by the 
French admiral, but I have been unable to ascertain the date of her 
departure from Portsmouth. Her subsequent history is not clearly 
ascertained. Cooper, in his Naval History, says she was captured 
from the French in Lord Howe's engagement of the 1st of June, 1794, 
which I think a mistake, as the ship captured in Lord Howe's engage- 
ment was a new ship, launched but a short time previous, the French 
Naval List of March 23, 1793, putting her down as "neuf," that is, not 
yet used or building. She was therefore being rebuilt and remodeled 
or a successor to our America, presented eleven years before to the 
French King. The ship captured in Lord Howe's action was taken 
into the British navy and renamed ImpHuenXj after a ship of the name 
captured in the same action, and subsequently burned in Portsmouth 
Harbor, there being already a 64-gun ship built in 1777 called the 
America in the British navy. In vol. 1, p. 154, of the British Naval 
Chronicle, there is a portrait of the America as she appeared as a prize. 
In vol. 2, p. 373, of the same work there is an engraving of the Levia- 
than engaging L^A merique on the 1st of June, 1794, the i'Awien^?^? 
being dismasted. In vol. 15 of the Chronicle there is still another por- 
trait of her. Her lower masts, according to the Naval Chronicle, were 
4 feet longer than those of a British 98 gun ship. According to the 
official records of Toulon, the America, captured on the 1st of June, 
was built in the United States of America; was commanded in that 
action by Captain Louis L'Heritur, and out of a crew of 720 had 134 
killed and 110 wounded, or over one-third of her complement. 

The dimensions of the America, renamed Impetueuxy were 182 feet on 
the gun deck, keel 149 feet 8J inches, breadth of beam 48 feet 7 inches, 
depth of hold 20.6 feet, tons 1,884, men 600, guns 78. James, in his Idstory 
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of the Royal Navy, says the H Amerique and the V Imp6tueu<c had 
only been launched the preceding year and they were considered the 
finest 74s that had ever been in a British port. In May, 1833, the I? Aim- 
rique, captured June 1, 1794, was, according to the Royal Navy list, in 
use as a store ship at Bahia, Brazil. The America^ built at Portsmouth, 
had 50 feet 6 inches beam, or nearly 2 feet more than the captured ship, 
but was about the same length on the gun deck, and of the same depth 
of hold and tonnage, and though the largest .74-gun ship in the world 
(says a cotemporary) with her lower ports closed, presented the ap- 
pearance of a delicate frigate. Jones says she had no stern gallery, 
while the portraits of the America captured in Lord Howe's action all 
represent her with one. 

A model of the Portsmouth ship is said to be preserved in the Mu- 
seum at Alexandria, Va. Before she sailed from Portsmouth the 
Viscount de Barras, an officer attached to her, made this miniature 
moclel of her, and sent it to Gen. Washington, who gave it to George 
Washington Parke Oustis, esq., who presented it to the Museum June 
5, 1812. 

No other national ships were built in Portsmouth during the period 
of the Revolution, but probably more than one private armed ship was 
constructed there. Brewster, in his Rambles, mentions one, the Her- 
cxilesj a 20-gun ship, built by Col. Eliphalet Ladd, and says: 

Tlie enemy, well posted up in all the movements of the rebels, had a knowledge of 
the bnilding, and in a Halifax paper was inserted an advertisement giving notice that 
a ship of 20 guns then on the stocks in Piscataqua, would be sold at auction in Hali- 
fax on a day designated. Two British frigates were put on watch, and the Hercules 
was captured and sold at Halifax on the day advertised. 

This was probably the Hercules^^i-gxm ship, belonging to Massachu- 
setts in 1781, and commanded by Capt. T. Dinsmore. 

From 1783 to 1800 Langdons Island continued to be used by the Gov- 
ernment as a building yard and for the storage of naval stores and ma- 
terial, and between those years the Crescent^ 32; Portsmouth, 24; Scam- 
melj 14; and Congress, 36, were launched from it. 

1794. In 1794 Congress passed an act authorizing the purchase or 
constniction of six jfrigates, not to mount less than 32 guns, which was 
approved by the President on the 27th of March. Measures were at 
once taken to build the vessels ordered as soon as possible, and under 
the law the keel of the Congress, 38, was laid on Langdons Island and 
her construction commenced. The law had a direct reference to the ex- 
isting difficulties with Algiers, and contained a paragraph ordering all 
proceedings under its provisions to cease in the event of an accommo- 
dation of the quarrel with that regency, and accordingly, on the recep- 
tion of the treaty of amity with that power, !N^ovember 28, 1795, work 
ui)on the Congress for the time being was suspended. Under date De- 
cember 12, 1795, Timothy Pickering, Secretary of War, reported to the 
President of the Senate the following as the progress that had been 



20 HISTORY OF THE NAVY-YARD AT PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 



made in building a frigate to carry 36 guns^ at Portsmoutli, N. H., under 
the direction of Mr. James Ha^kett, naval cooHtructor, andCapt. James 
Sever, superintendent: 

The keel is completed and laid on the blocks ; the pieces are scarped and bolted to 
each other in the best manner. The stem frame is nearly ready for raising. The 
principal framing of the body of the ship is not yet com))lete. About two-thirds of 
the live oak timbers have been delivered at the yard^ which is nearly all worked to 
molds. Great part of the timbers are bolted together in frames, and are ready to go 
into their jiroper places. The beams for the gnu deck and lower deck are ready, as 
well as the carlings and ledges for framing the decks ; and the planks for these decks 
are also procured, and great part in the yard. The outside planking and the wales 
are all cut and will be ready in a few weeks, as is the ceiling ; great part of the plank 
are already received into the yai-d and are now seasoning. All the copper necessary 
for securing the various parts of the ship together and for sheathing the bottom is 
in the public stores. The masts, bowsprit, yards, and other spars are delivered by 
the contractors. The bits for the cables, coamings for the hatchways, partners for 
the masts are aU received and trimmed. Most of the iron work is in great forward- 
ness, and nearly all the necessary contracts are entered into by the agent, and aU 
the articles contracted for are daily arriving. 

1796. In consequence of the peace with Algiers the President, on 
the 15th of March, 1796, submitted to Congress whether the building of 
the six frigates authorized by the act of June, 1794, as contemplate 
by that act should be 8usx>ended, and two days later the committee 
to whom the President's message was referred reported that it was ad- 
visable to complete two Mgates of 44 guns and one of 36 guns, and 
that discretionary powers should be given him to cause the others to be 
finished. 

1797. On the 25th of January, 1797, the chairman of the naval com- 
mittee reported that work on the Portsmouth ship had been suspended. 
In this rei)ort it appears that the i)erson who had the care of the naval 
yard received a salary of $600, and the rent paid for the yard was $600. 
A report from the War Oflftce, dated June 17, 1797, states the value of 
material, timber, etc., then collected at Portsmouth to be $17,761.86. 
From the abstracts accompanying the Secretary of War's report, March 
22, 1798, we find there had been expended at Portsmouth up to that 



date — 

On fixtures, implements, etc $2, 066. 68 

On shiji commenced, labur 9, 603. 18 

On freights 155.88 

For freight of Georgia timher 13, 297. 50 

For rent, derk hire, coiimiiHsions, etc 1, 684.82 

For timber (other than Georgia wood), ir(m, and other mati^ials for build- 
ing the frigate 12,570.54 



Total 39, 378. 60 



1798. January 18, 1798, the Crescent^ fri|?ate, mounting 32 guns, and 
commanded by Capt. Newman, sailed from Portsmouth for the Mediter- 
ranean, a present &om the United States to the Dey of Algiers, and was 
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snppesed, including her cargo, to be worth at least $300,000. Adams, 
in liis Annals of Portsmouth, says: 

She was built at this port under the superintendence of Col. James Hackett, and 
is esteemed the finest specimen of naval architecture that ever floated on the waters 
of the Piscataqua. 

How, in what manner, and under what law this vessel was built I 
have been unable to ascertain. 

The following account of her sailing is taken from anewspaper of the 
time:* 

Crescent Frigate, 
Portsmouth, January 20, 1798, 

On Thursday morning, about sunrise, a gun was discharged from the Crescent frig- 
ate as a signal for gelling under way, and at 10 a. m. she cleared the harbor with a 
fine leading breeze. Our best wishes foUow Capt. Newman, his officers, and men. 
May they arrive in safety at the place of their destination and present to the Dey of 
Algiers one of the finest specimens of elegant naval architecture which was ever 
borne on the Piscataqua's waters. 

Blow all ye wmds that fiU the prosperous sail 
And hush'd in peace be every adverse gale. 

The Crescent is a present from the United States to the Dey as compensation for 
delay in not fulfilling our treaty stipulations in proper time. 

Richard O'Brien, esq., who was ten years a prisoner at Algiers, took passage in 
the above frigate, and is to reside in Algiers as consul-general of the United States 
to airthe Barbary States. 

The Crescent has many valuable presents on board for the Dey, and when she 
sailed was supposed to be worth at least $300,000. 

Twenty-six barrels of dollars constituted a i)ai't of her cargo. 

It is woi*thy of remark that the captain, chief of the officers, and many of the 
privates of the Crescent frigate have been i)risoners at Algiers. 

In the beginning of 1798 armed vessels sailing under the authority 
of the Republic of France having committed depredations on the com- 
merce of the United States and captured vessels, the property of citi- 
zens, on and near the coasts in violation of the law of nations and 
treaties between the United States and the French nation, the people 
and Congress became aroused at the indignity, and the commanders of 
our naval vessels were ordered to proceed against and seize all such 
depredators on our commerce and to recapture the vessels so taken. 

In furtherance of this determination, on the 27th of April, 1798, the 
President was authorized and empowered to cause to be built, purchased, 
or hired a number of vessels not exceeding 12, nor carrying more than 
22 guns each, to be armed, fitted out, and manned under his direction. 
By a supplementary act, approved June 30, 1798, he was authorized to 
have 12 additional vessels built, and of the 24 thus authorized, G were 
not to exceed 18 guns each; 12 not less than 20, nor more than 24 guns, 
and 6 of not less than 32 guns. On the 4th of May, previous, he had 
been authorized to cause a number of small vessels, not exceeding 10, 
to be built or purchased, and to be manned, armed, and equipped as 
galleys or otherwise. 



* S«e Cooper's Naval History, 
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On the 30th of April, 1798, an act was approved separating the l^avy 
firom the War Department, making it an Executive Department under 
the denomination of the " Department of the Kavy,'' and creating a chief 
officer for it, to be called the " Secretary of the Kavy.'^ Benjamin Stod- 
dart, of Georgetown, D. C, was the lirst Secretary put at the head of 
this Department, and entered upon its duties in June following. 

Under authority of these laws the keel of the Portsmouth, 24, was laid, 
and she was launched the same year (1798) and was equipped, and 
nnder command of Capt. McNeill joined the squadron under Commo- 
dore Barry in the West Indies, where she cruised during the following 
year. 

The Portsmouth was built by Col. James Hacket^, was of 593 tons 
burden, carried a crew of 220 men, and cost $59,000. In 1800 she took 
a minister from the United States to France, and on her return to Bal- 
timore was sold there in the general reduction of the naval force, that 
followed the peace with France, for $34,366. 

The Scammel, 14 (revenue schooner), was built about the same time 
by Col. Hackett, and it is said was launched thirty-six days after the 
laying of her keel. She was 187 tons burden, and cost $20,000. She 
sailed for the West Indies under the command of Lieut. J. Adams, and 
was sold in 1801 for $8,200. 

1799. Work was continued on the Con^rm, 36, and was so far advanced 
that she was launched at noon August 15, 1799, and sailed under the 
command of Capt. James Sever, towards the close of the same year, for 
Newport, K. I., and sailed thence in company with the Essex, 32, Capt. 
Edward Preble, for the East Indies, with orders to convoy vessels as 
far as Batavia. Her rigging having been set up in cold weather, be- 
came slack when she got into the gulf stream, where she encountered 
a strong southerly gale, and she lost not only all her masts but her 
bowsprit, and was obliged to return to port for repairs. The main mast 
went while Mr. Bosworth, the fourth lieutenant, was aloft, by which 
accident that officer was lost. The Congress was such a ship as the En- 
glish were then in the habit of rating as thirty-eighth, being an 18- 
pounder frigate of the largest size, and cost $197,246. In 1806 she 
brought to the United States the first ambassador from the Barbary 
powers. In 1836, after an honorable and varied service of thirty-seven 
years, she was broken up at Norfolk, Va. 

Just previous to the rehnquishment of Langdons Island by the Gov- 
ernment, and after the launch of the Congress^ there appears to ha ve 
been on it the following property belonging to the Government: 

1 anchor^ 3,500 pounds, belouging to the Crescent frigate. 

2 anchors, 4,500 pounds each, bought for the CongrebS, 
1 wooden house, 1 story stone, 42 by 16 feet, 

1 wooden shed, rough boards. 

1 house, wooden (addition to Mr. Langdon's store). 

17^687 cubic feet of live oak. 
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HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES NAVV-YARD, POKTSMOUTir, N. H.,1800- 

1812. 

1800. Immediately following the creation of tlie Department of tlie 
Navy, and the appointment of a Sec;retary of the Navy were acts for 
the increase of the naval force, and the new Secrekiry at once recognized 
the importance and necessity of the Government's owning dockyards 
for the building and equipping of its vessels of wai*. 

On the 25th of April, 1800, the Secretary, in accordance with those 
views, submitted to the President that under the act which authorized 
the building of the first six frigates there was no express provision .made 
by Congress for establishing navy-yards, but as vess(^Ls so Lir^^e can 
not be built without first erexjting wharves, or extending wharves before 
erected, both these things were done on private property, so that the 
public have now little or no advantage from the expenditm e of sums to 
a considerable amount. The evil, however, did not stop here. The 
yards connected with the wharves were in almost every instance too 
confined to admit of the convenience of piling the timber in a maiini^r 
to prevent the necessity of frequent removals of one piece to get at an- 
other, which happened to be first wanted. The expense of this unnec- 
essary labor, arising solely from the w^ant of sufficient room in the yard, 
amounted to several thousand dollars in building the fVigatii Uniird 
States at Philadelphia. At Boston and Baltimore tliere is reason to 
believe this expense was still more considerable. It would not he 
hazarding too much to say that the sums lost in improving private 
property, and in piling and unpiling timber for want of yards sufliciontly 
capacious, would have been nearly sufficient to have i)rocnr€d them for 
the public, and to have erected wharves and other essential inii)rove- 
ments. "But when the building of those frigates commenced, it was 
not foreseen that the United States would so soon want more; nor was 
the public mind prepared to consider the establishment of a navy as 
necessary to the honor and safety of the country." 

Tlie Secretary then continues, that all the timber for the six 74\s, 
authorized by the act of February 25, 1799, to be built, has been ordered 
to be deposited at Portsmouth, N. H., Boston, Mass., New York, N. 
Y., Philadelphia, Pa., Norfolk, Ya., and Washington, 1). C, and that 
the greater part of it, if not the whole, had been already colIecte<l at 
those places* At Portsmouth, he says, the yard of Mr. Langdon, hired 
for the frigate, might be used for the Ti-gun ship, but an island (Fer- 
ualds), quite convenient tor all the purposes of a large (establishment , can 
be procured for $6,000, and believing it the truest economy to l)ro^'ide 
at once permanent yards " which shall be pubhc property, and always 
worth to the pubhc the money expended on them," he reconmuinds 
among others "the purchase of a building yard at Portsmouth, and to 
commence it on a scale as if it was meant to be jiermanent." 

Previous to submitting these views to the President, the Secreta^ - 
had directed Joshua HomphrieSj esq., the chief naval constr'^ 
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the United States, in an order dated January 29, 1800, to examine the 
several eastern ports from New London, Conn., to Wiscasset, Me., and 
report to him upon their capacities for a naval establishment Mr. 
Humphries accordingly submitted an elaborate and exhaustive report 
upon the several seaports included between the two named. The fol- 
lowing is his summing up of the advantages and disadvantages of 
Portsmouth, K. H. 

ADVANTAGES. 

First. This harbor can be fortified at smaU expeoBO. 
Second. Qnick at and from sea, being but a short distance. 

Third. Fuunells (Femalds) Island^ belonging to Mr. Dennet, supposed to contain 
46 acres (price $6^000) is the best and most suitable place for a dock or building yard 
of any other in Portsmouth Harbor, and although this island is farther from Ports- 
moutli than Laugdons Island, yet it is equally near to Kittery, where aU the car- 
penters reside. 

The most suitable spot on this island for a dock is a cove on the west part of the 
island; and for a building yard, nearly south of the east end of Dennet's house. 
Neither the dock nor slip will require above 200 feet from the shore to a snfficieiit 
depth of water, and both may have a south direction, which is a very desirable one. 

Fourth. There is on this island a sufficient quantity of stone for any building that 
may be thought necessary to be erected for the use of the navy-yard, and also a suit- 
able place for docking timber. 

Fifth. The place pointed out on Dennetts Island for a dock or yard is much more 
sheltered from the cold north and northwest winds than that on the island of John 
Langdon, esq., and is much cheaper. 

DISADVANTAGES. 

First. The want of a capacious harbor. 
Second. Rapidity of the current. 
Third. This coast subject to fogs. 
Fourth. Hard, stony bottom. 

Fifth. Very dangerous for vessels to pass the narrows except at slack water. 

The island belonging to the Hon. John Langdon contains, by information, about 
18 or 20 acres, for which he demands the sum of $25,000. Altliough this island has 
many advantages and several wooden buildings, etc., I am decide<lly of opinion Den- 
nets Island is far preferable for a building yard, especially taking into consideration 
the difference of price, and as Mr. Langdon has not a wish to sell (except to accom- 
modate the public), on that account alone it ought to be relinquished when others 
can be had. 

After giving the soundings taken about Dennets Island on the 28th 
of February, 1800, Mr. Humphries continues his report and says: 

Great quantities of stone is on this island, I think sufficient to erect all the build- 
ings that would be wanting for the use of a shipyard, and I believe, enough to 
build a dock, except the steps, which, I am told, can be dressed at half a dollar a 
cubic foot at this place. 

Seavys Island (purchased in 1866), which is called Jenkins or Trefrethens Island 
on the draft, is fortified on its height, that is, by earthworks thrown up last war; 
this island should be fortified also at Henderson Point. The island opposite Seavys 
is called Pierces Island, and is only about a quarter of a mile distant. Works have - 
been thrown up on this island, llxese islands well fortified will effectually protect 
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the liftrboT. Between these two islands there is an amazing rapid cnrrent^ and which 
is the only ship channel. The fort on Pierces Island is called Fort Sullivan. The 
principal part of the workmen reside on the opposite shore from the town, and are as 
bandy to work on Dennets Island as at Langdon, or in the town of Portsmonth. This 
island has several places that will do for docking timl^rs. 

I can not consider the harbor of Portsmouth , above the two islands mentioned be- 
fore, sufficient for a large fleet, and the harbor below the island as aforementioned 
and fortified, can not be a secure one. Ships passing in rapid currents are always 
in danger unless they have plenty of room, which they have not in this i>ort. From 
all the information I can gain, this place is never troubled with ice ; that vessels 
may pass up and down at any time in the winter season, but it is subject to fogs in 
the months of August and September. 

Peck has about 6 acres of land, for which Col. Thompson says he asked $6,000, 
bat he could not make up his mind about the price. Opposite his hauling slip, on the 
northeast side of the river, there is, at a distance of 200 feet, 26 feet at low water, 
hard bottom. 

A ship may lie in Kittery Sound (the pool). It lays about north of the light- 
house, distant three-<iuarters of a mile. Here is good ground fur anchorage in 4 
fathoms water, and about 500 yards from the shore. Each side of the river Piscata- 
qna is bound by roeks from the mouth, above Peck's ground, and so are all the 
islands; many unseen rocks in the bed of the river. There are 8 ^thonis water at 
low water, in a line from the light-house to the rocks on the other shore, hard bottom 
all across. The light-house is about 2| miles below the town, and 2 miles further 
down you are out to sea, clear of all the rocks. The vessels always pass the narrows 
at slack tide, owing to the great rapidity of the current at other times. 

The fort at the light-hoase is very badly planned j an enemy may get under the 
walls of it, and lay there, and not a single piece of cannon can be brought to bear 
on them; they can wait their own time to scale the walls, and may easily effect it. 
The magazine has a considerable quantity of water in it; the drain that was in- 
tended to carry it off is, perhaps, 2 feet above the bottom of the magazine. The 
fort is nearly square and in very bad order ; not a single piece of cannon can be 
mounted without considerable repair. There is a height southwest of the foi-t which 
should be fortified, as it perfectly commands it ; it is about 500 yards from the fort. 
Fort Sullivan, on Seavys Island, is a very commanding fort; it is near 70 feet above 
low-water mark, and a ship must pass close imder it. Fort Washington, on Pierces 
Island, is from 30 to 40 feet above low water. These two islands i)roporly fortified, 
and a boom across from one to the other, will perfectly secure the port. From the 
lower end of Shiplys Island you may see through between Dennets and Seavys Is- 
lands. From the best information I can obtain the tide generally rises 8 feet; more 
can not be calculated on. 

It would not be safe for vessels of large size to pass out very little above Peck's 
place on account of a large sunken rock which lays near the middle of the river, 
though there is sufficient water for any ship, up to the bridge, which is about 8 miles 
above the town. 

The result of this report of Naval Constructor Humphries and the 
Secretary's recommendation was the purchase of Fernalds Island from 
William and Sarah Dennet on the 12th of June, 1800, for the sum of 
•5,500. 

The following letter from the Secretary to the navy agent authorized 
the purchase: 

Navy Department, May 19, 1800, 
Sir: The President haying determined that the island caUed Dennets Island^ near 
Fortamonth; should be porchased for the public for a navy-yard on the terms 
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offered by the owjier, that is i^B&y, $6,000 for a clear nndoubted title to the estate, 
I have the honor to request^that, after being satisfied with the goodness of the title, 
yon will make the purchase on account of the United States, taking a deed to the 
United States for the same, which, after recording, yon will be pleased to send on 
to me. 

After making the purchase it will be proper to have everything belonging to the 
public on Langdons Island removed to Dennets, where the timber for the 74-gun 
ship should be deposited. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Bknj. Stoddard. 

Jacob Sheafb, Esq. 

The plan of the island (Plate ii), drawn from a survey of that date 
by John StokiU, surveyor, has, at the request of Jacob Sheafe, navy 
agent, marked on it by Mr. Humphreys the suggested sites for a stone 
storehouse, ropewalk, timber docks, etc. 

Brewster, in his Eambles about Portsmouth, published in 1869, says 
of the island: 

In its wild state the children of the neighborhood gathered from it wild straw- 
berries and blackberries, bouquets of violets and white everlasting, and branches of 
the glossy-leaved, fragrant bay berry, on every hill and hollow. 

The brick quarters of the officers stand where once was our wild strawberry patch. 
The "old house" on the hill, as we ascend from the landing, has disappeared, and with 
it the hill itself. Where it stood steps now descend to the dry-dock basin. Just 
beyond the old house on the summit of the hill was a ilagstaif, within a hexagon or 
octagon inclosure, buUt of timber, with embrasure for cannon. Behind the old shii) 
house (in which was built the Alabama, renamed when launched January 13, 1864, 
the^^tt' Hampshire), just on the water's edge, were two small wliitt^washed one-storied 
houses, honored with the name of barracks, and occupied by a sergeant and a small 
detachment of marines ; between these barracks and the blaeksiiiith shop was a two- 
storied frame house, used as the sailors' lodge j the spot now (1869) occupied by the 
brick lodge being then a grassy hollow containing a well, wlicre tlie marines were 
used to wash and spread their linen to dry. The old elm in the inclosure of the com- 
mandant's house in 1869 (in 1877 it still lives) wan the only landmark familiar and 
unchanged. The house (commandant's), an old landmark, has been so &e<|uently al- 
tered and repaired that it can hardly be called the same. The most striking feature 
of its interior used to be the paper on the walls of tlie two Tront rooms. The eastern 
room represented the smoke and carnage of a field of battle, soldiers in blue and scar- 
let uniforms, wounded and dead, prostrate upon the ground or borne in litt^ers, falling 
from their liorses, or trampled under foot by them. The fignrcH were a foot in length 
and the horses the size of cats. In the western room the scenery represented ladies 
accompanied by gaily dressed cavaliers ste})piug from marble ]>alace8 into waiting 
gondolas, or leaidng over richly decorated balconies; public marts, where were col- 
lected groups in the gay costume of the LeA'ant; marble fountains, from wlii<;li peas- 
ant girls were bearing away pitchers and jars of water, and lazy-looking men loung- 
ing among grass-grown rivers, playing upon nmsical instruments, while a giouj) of 
botli sexes Avere dancing. 

The house now used as a hospital is an old landmark, too shabby to be recog- 
nized as an acquaintance to those who knew it when, with its well-kept but not 
handsome exterior, its highly cultivated garden sloped to the water's edge, and 
eomfort and profuse hospitality reigned within. 

The portion of the island now occupied by the marine barracks and parade 
ground was originally a tolerably high hill, rising abruptly from the shore on the 
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sontheastern side and terminated on the top by a po wderhonse built of rough stones, 
whitewashed and with a conical roof. On this hill quantities of snakes used to be 
killed^ and from the top of it was a «rood view of the neighboring mainland and the 
straggling village of Kittery point and foreside. The powderhouse was removed 
and the hill leveled to form the parade ground, the work '^being done by marine 
prisoners, who, for offenses and attempted desertion, had a ball and chain attached 
to their waists. 

The Hon. Mark Dennett (a brother of tlie gentleman who sold the 
island to the United States), in 1876, when he was living at the age of 
92 years, furnished Mr. Walter E. H. Fentress with the following as 
his recollection of the island at the time of its purchase: 

The island, as I remember it when a boy, was hilly and covered with a dense 
undergrowth. There was only one tree on the island worthy of the name, and that 
is now in the grounds of the commodore, and known as the "old elm." In 1798, 1 
remember it lost some of its branches in a gale, but there is very little difference in 
its general appearance between now and then. From the tree a small stream or 
swamp extended to what is now the dry-dock 'basin. In the center of the island 
was a high ledge of rocks covered with undergrowth. My brother built a house of 
two stories near where the commodore's house is now located. It was the only 
house on the island, excepting a small fish house near where the shiphouse No. 5 
now stands. 

Having obtained possession of the island, Government proceeded at 
once to remove the timber and other material from Langdons Island, 
to repair the house for the use of the superintendent of the yard, to 
build a shed for covering timber, and a wet dock for seasoning and pre- 
serving it. With this exception very little improvement was made on 
the purchase for several years. The timber shed was finished in 1801, 
as was also the wet dock; and Mr. Jacob Sheafe, the brother of a 
former owner of the island, took charge of the yard as navy agent, a 
superintendent or master carpenter being employed on the island 
under him. 

1801. On the 27th of April, 1801, the Naval Committee of the United 
States House of Eepreseutatives reported that up to the 4th of March, 
1801, there had been exi>ended at Portsmouth, H. : 

For the purchase of ground $5, 500 

In building and improvements 14, 507 

and that they could not find any law authorizing the purchase of any 
sites for navy-yards or buildings, or for their improvements, prior to 
that date, when $500,000 was appropriated "for expenses attending six 
74-gun ships, and for completing navy-yards, docks, and wharves. 
Out of this fund it appears that the Navy Department has commenced 
improvements in some of the yards and continued them in others." 

1802. On the 20th of January, 1802, the Hon. Eobert Smith, Secre- 
tary of the Navy, reported the condition of the several navy-yards to 
the Naval Committee of the House, and in his reiK>rt made the following 
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statement witl^ regard to the condition of the Portsmouth navy-yard on 
the 1st of October preceding: 

The purchase of the ground $5, 600 

luiprovements to October 1, 1801 26. 304 

$31,804 

Live oak timber deposited feet . . 6, 747 

Under orders for transportation, being ready to be deposited there, 
feet 8, 890 

15,637 feet, at 2 cents 31, 274 

Other timber, such as plank, wales, thick stuff, etc., for a 74-gun ship 30, 000 

Stores of various kinds 30, 000 

Total value, island and material 123, 078 

The Secretary adds : " It would cost to remove the timber from Ports- 
mouth to any other building yard, say 50 cents per foot for the live oak, 
and for the other timber and stores not less than $12,000, say together, 
$20,000.'' 

1803. In 1803 a house was erected for a dwelling, a barracks for ma- 
rines, and a bell- tower built. The octagon fort of earth and timber 
mentioned by Mr. Brewster, with embrasures for guns, was built about 
the same time and a flagstaff erected, further improvement was 
made to the yard until 1806, for on February 6 of that year the account- 
ant of the Navy reported the total expenditures for the purchase and 
improvement of the yard as only $33,249.07. 'j 

1806. In 1806 J. M. Gamble, first lieutenant of marines, with a 
guard consisting of one sergeant, two corporals, fifteen privates, and 
two musicians, was ordered by the Navy Department as a garrison for 
the protection of the Government property, and the Becj a small gun- 
boat, was stationed at the yard for the protection of the harbor and to 
act as a guard ship. 

1808. In 1808, Commodore Tingey, then in charge of the Wash- 
ington navy-yard, submitted to the Secretary of the Navy the follow- 
ing rules for the government of his navy-yard, which were adopted for 
all the Government yards and appear to be the basis out of which have 
grown all the subsequent regulations for their government: 

All officers, petty officers, mechanics, and laborers attached to this yard shall not 
leave it during the hours of work without leave, first obtained of the second officer 
of the yard, and in case the time of absence shall require more than one hour they 
shall apply through him to the commandant in writing, stating the quantum of time 
wanted and the general nature of the business intended to be transacted, which ai>- 
plications the commandant shall keep on file in his office, and if found to be in his 
opinion too frequent from any one person he shall forthwith report the same to the 
Secretary of the Navy, whose sanction he shall have Avhonever any such leave of 
absence shall require more than one day. 

From 1808 to 1812 little or nothing was done to the yard, excepting 
to care for and preserve the Government property, and it remained 
under the general charge and superintendence of the navy agent. 
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1811-12. The expenditures of the establishment of Portsmouth for 
1811, including freight, store rent, commissions to agent, pay of store- 
keepers, superintendent, and contingent expenses, was only $1,777.24; 
fiwr 1812, $2,846.20. 

HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY-YARD, PORTSMOUTH, N. H., 

1812-1818, INCLUSIVE. 

COMMODORE ISAAC HULL AND COMMODOKE THOMAS MACDONOUGH, COMMANDANTS. 

Soon after the breaking out of tlie war with Great Britain it became 
necessary to inaugurate a new policy with regard to the Portsmouth 
navy-yard, and it was, like the other yards, placed in charge of an 
officer of the Navy. Lieut. Thomas Macdonough was selected for its 
command, subject to the orders of the commandant of the Boston sta- 
tion, the Navy agent, however, still continuing to act as the superin- 
tendent. 

1812. On the 12th of September, 1812, the Secretary of the Navy 
wrote to Commodore Bainbridge, commandant of the navy-yard at 
Boston, that " his command extends without question to Portland." " It 
was never intended to give Lieut. Macdonough a command independent 
and separate." During the same year the sloop of war Wa»p^ brig 
Rattlesnake^ and brig Enterprise received some slight repairs at the 
yard and four or five of the gunboats were ordered to rendezvous 
at it. 

1813. On the 25th of February, 1813, the Secretary of the Navy, in 
reply to Commodore Hull, then the commandant of the Boston navy- 
yard, wrote him, his command certainly extends to every gunboat 
eastward of Boston, to all the floating force attached to Portland and 
Portsmouth, but it was not intended to charge him with the ctire of the 
yard at Portsmouth. The Navy agent at Portsmouth acts as superin- 
tendent of the yard and has charge of the public stores therein, and of 
course the return of stores will be expected from him to me." 

The following day, February 26, the Secretary wrote Conmiodore 
Hull, that "all the gunboats at Portland, Saco, and Kennebunk or 
elsewhere" were ordered to be laid up at Portsmouth in ordinary, and 
that he was to select a master to take charge of them and re])ort the 
state and condition of each gunboat. Sailing Master Nathaniel Stoodly 
was accordingly ordered by him to take charge of them. 

It having been decided to build one of the 74's ordered at Ports- 
mouth, Commodore Hull assumed command of the yard as its first 
commandant on the 1st of April 1813, at which time he was reUeved as 
commandant of the Boston yard by Commodore Bainbridge. 

On the IHh of April, 1813, the Secretary of the Navy for the first 
time addresses him as " Isaac Hull, esq., commandant of the navy-yard, 
Portsmouth, N. H.," and acknowledges the receipt of his letters of tlw^ 
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3d instant announcing his arrival at the station. He instructs him 
immediately to prepare the ways for laying down the 74 "to be built 
under his inspection with as much dispatch as consistent with the care- 
ful collection of the best material and the faithful execution of the 
workmanship. 
The Secretary adds: 

The entire frame is ont to molds and rough beveled; it therefore can not be 
« deviated from. Their proportions and lines are good and fair^ they wiU be noble 
ships, but too crookedi and their topsides tamble home too much ; this however 
can not now be helped, except the sheer^ which I intend to straighten by raising 
it amidship and dropping it at each end. The np]>er deck is to be flush without 
a iK)op. Mr. William Badger has been mentioned to me as the most experienced 
and reputable shipbuilder in Portsmouth. Yon wiU ascertain his qualifications 
and that of others and let me know the terms and rate per annum at which one 
or two of them will engage to direct the work as master builders. You will re- 
quire a smithshop and some other necessary improvements in the yard, and I should 
like to have an estimate of the cost of the improvements absolutely requisite. 

On your taking charge of the navy-yard and effects attached to it, the functions 
of Mr. Langdon wiU be simply that of navy agent, with no other perquisite or allow- 
ance than that allowed by law viz : 1 per cent on the amount of his expenditure. 
You win engage a competent master shipsmith. 

The entire superintendence and control of the navy-yard and everything attached 
to it is with you, and I rely with perfect confidence upon your judicious arrange- 
ment and economical management to prove to the public that eatablishmente of this 
nature are not necessarily scenes of extravagant waete and eai^enditure. Yon will if you 
think proper remove all the public stores to the navy-yard and give up the stores 
that have been hired. In your estimate of the improvements yon may include the 
probable cost of the stores you suggest the propriety of building. 

Four days later (April 13) the Secretary wrote Commodore Hull: 

Belying on your Judgment and economy in making such improvements as are in- 
dispensably necessary, you will proceed therein and forward an estimate of the 
whole. The island you mention (for a blacksmith shop) as on the plat appears to 
be suitable for the purpose, provided the passage and carriage to and from are free 
at aU seasons. 

On the 28th of April the Secretary orders and authorizes the length- 
ening of the 74 on the keel from 160 to 165 feet, the molded breadth of 
beam to be extended from 48 to 50 feet, the depth of hold to be as origi- 
nally intended. These dimensions, he says, will admit of fifteen ports 
of a side on the lower deck and sixteen on the second deck. The poop to 
be retained. He also approved of employing the talents and exi>erience 
of Mr. Badger as a builder at $1,800 per annum; and in conclusion 
writes the commodore : 

I rely upon your care and frugality so to arrange everything in your department 
as to produce the greatest possible public benefit at the least possible expense, rec- 
oUecting that every cent applied to unnecessary or superfluous purposes is so much 
taken from the efficient force of the Navy, which it is our sacred duty to cherish 
and improve, that onr means are limited and our expenditures hitherto such as 
greatly to discourage and injure the establishment, and that by proper arrangement 
and system those who have been adversaries may be converted into fHends. 




On the 14th of May the Secretary authorizes Mr. Badger and his son 
the same compensation as Messrs. Hartts, and adds : 



Portsmouth will be a very convenient place for repairing our ships, and I wish to • 
provide the means for that purpose and in particular to keep two or three sets of 
masts of different classes on hand. 

On the 20th of June, 1813, the Secretary ordered the guns and other 
articles belonging to the Navy Department at Portland, Me., to be sent 
to Portsmouth. In this connection, Brewster, in his Eambler, tells a 
story related to him by Capt. Daniel Fernald, who then commanded 
the schooner Sally, a coaster. On one occasion he took on board two 
24-i)ounder cannon, 100 boarding pikes, and 13,000 pounds of powder 
at Portland for the Portsmouth navy-yard. The guns were placed 
on the keelson and the kegs of i)owder, etc., around them. He then 
filled the hold with spruce wood over them, and piled some cords on 
deck over the hatchway. Off Saco the schooner was becalmed and he 
was boarded by a boat from the British 74 Spencer, after inquiring 
where from! Portland; where bound! Portsmouth; what is your cargo! 
firewood, the lieutenant, not satisfied, ordered his men to remove the 
wood from the hatch and see what was in the hold. They accordingly 
worked until tired, and when within one tier of the guns left the job, 
reporting there was nothing but wood on deck and in the hold. As the 
captain appeared so inoffensive, the lieutenant, whose name was Eobert 
Lashley, concluded to let the Sally pass, telling the sailors, who wished 
to make her a prize, it would cost just as much to condemn this poor 
man's wood craft as it would a large ship, and their prize money would 
not amount to a penny a piece. The interview was seen from shore, 
and the news reached Commodore Hull that the Sally was captured, 
but ere long she appeared, to the commodore's surprise, and he sent his 
boats to tow her up to the yard, where she was soon relieved of her 
precious cargo. 

On another occasion the Sally was chased by the Tenedos frigate, 
when loaded with knees and other timber for the Washington 74. The 
chase resulted in the Tenedos striking upon some rocks, which so ex- 
asperated her captain that he opened fire upon the Sally with his broad- 
side gunSj 18 pounders, none of which, however, struck the little craft, 
but Capt. Fernald went on shore and picked up one of the balls, which 
on his arrival at the navy-yard, he presented to Commodore Hull as a 
token, who said to him, You are a good fellow and stand fire well, go 
up to the yard and we will unload you." Capt. Daniel Fernald was a 
descendant of one of the original proprietors of the Navy-Yard Island, 
and died March 7, 1860, aged 98^ years. 

This timber and knees is probably a i)art of that alluded to in a let- 
ter from the Secretary to Commodore Hull, dated July 17, 1813, advis- 
ing the commodore that a cargo of Georgia pine, purchased at Bath, 
will be sent to Portsmouth, and expressing disappointment at a defi- 
ciency in the frame of the 74 at Portsmowtti, ^wOi Wvfe ^<^^^\s35kR^ 
will be supplied ftom Boston or New Yox\. 
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August 10, 1813, the Secretaiy writes the commandant that he feds 
great responsibility in building the 74^8, and wishes "to construct them 
of such materials and with such fidelity as to insure their durability 
and remove the prejudice which has taken such deep root in conse- 
quence of the enormous repairs and loss of time, which has so seriously 
impaiied the resources and eflScacy of the establishment He relies 
upon "good timber, good work, and thoroughly dry salting to produce 
this effect," and directs " a good, substantial, permanent cover" to be 
erected over the 74, at a cost of $2,000, and thinks it will be money 
well laid out. 

The same letter authorizes the employment of Mr. Tunis Graven an 
"clerk of the yard," with a salary of $700 per annum. 

On the 18th of September the Secretary authorizes the navy agent 
to make a regular contract with Johnson & Hays for the cover to the 
74^ though their proposal greatly exceeds the estimate. 

On the 1st of September the brig Enterprise^ Lieut. William Bur- 
rows, commanding, sailed from the- yard on a cruise to the eastward, 
and on the 5th, following, had the engagement off' Pemaquid with H. B. 
M. brig Boxery in which she succeeded in capturing her adversary. 
Both vessels were taken into Portland, where Commodore Hull visited 
and inspected them, and reported upon the conflict. He appears to 
have recommended the purchase of the Boxer for the service, for on 
the 10th of September the Secretary wrote him, acknowledging his re- 
ceipt of the official account of the action between the Enterprise and 
Boxer J in which iie says: 

I have received your letter of the 9th covering the report of survey of the Boxer y 
by Lieut. Tillinghast^ and the observations of the commander of the Boxer in respect 
to her qualities; from which nothing can be deduced favorable to her sailing. She 
is no doubt a good sea boat and well calculated for the channel service and coasting 
convoys, for whicli purpose she was in all probability intended, but when we con- 
sider the extent and nature of the forces of the enemy with which we have to con- 
tend, the good of the service and regard for the lives and interest of our gallant 
ofiQcers and seamen forbid the employment of any vessel deficient in the most essen- 
tial quality of all others, that of very superior sailing. 

Persuaded that the Boxer is liable to this objection, I shall not think myself justi- 
fied in purchasing her for the public service. She will therefore be libeled on ac- 
count of the captors, and sold for their benefit, presuming that the court will pro- 
nounce what is reported to be the fact, that the Boxer was equal or superior to the 
Enterprise in force. You will please report to me the exact dimensions and force of 
the two vessels at the commencement of the action. 

On the 25th of September the Secretary directed the sword and per- 
sonal effects of Capt. Blythe to be forwarded to his widow, and Octo- 
ber 22 wrote the commandant in reference to the purcliase of the Boxer 
for tlie service: 

If upon mature consideration you shall be of opinion, after hav ing carefully ex- 
amined the Boxer ^ that she is well calculated for the service of the Navy, and shall 
sell at a reasonable rate, taking into consideration the damage sustained and conse- 
quent expense of repairs, you are authorized to purchase her for the service of the 
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Navy of the United States^ provided the vessel and her entire armament and equip- 
ment and material, viz.; everything that she had on board when oaptnred, shall be sold 
together, and that no artificial bidders shall be snflTered to swell her np beyond her 
intrinsic value. Hot easy draft of water is much in her favor for our southern coast 
and water. 

For whatever reason, the Boxer was not purchased for the service, 
but when sold at Portland was bought by Thomas and William Merrill, 
merchants of that place, for the merchant service, and was afloat as 
late as 1845. About a year after her capture, in September, 1814, she 
was temporarily armed with the guns of a Portuguese prize ship and 
hauled into position by the Portland rifle coi-ps to defend Vaughans 
Bridge in Portland Harbor. Her own guns, which were 18-pounder 
carronades,^were put on board the privateer Hyder Aliy built and fitted 
out at Portland. 

There is an incident connected Mth the fight of the Enterprise and 
Boxer, and whifh in fact led to it, that is not generally known, which, 
though not in any way connected with the history of the Portsmouth 
navy-yard, I will stop to relate, for its general interest and for its better 
preservation, as it was communicated to me by the venerable Charles 
Tappan, a brother of the well-known philanthropist, Lewis Tappan, in 
1873, -only a few months previous to his decease. The following is Mr. 
Tappan's narrative of the occurence, copied from his autograph letter to 
me: 

Cambridgk, Mass., Septemhei' 9, 1873, 
At the commencement of our war with Great Britain in 1813, the United States had 
but few if any factories for the manufacture of woolen cloths and blankets, and the 
soldiers were clad in British cloths and slept under British blankets. It was under- 
stood no captures would be made of British goods owned by citizens of the United 
States, and many American merchants imported via Halifax and St. Johns, N. B., 
their usual stock of goods. In 1813 1 went with others in the Swedish brig Margaretta 
to St. Johns, N. B., and filled her with British goods, intending to take them to Bath, 
Me., and enter them regularly and pay the lawful duties thereon. All we had to fear 
was American privateers, and we hired Captain Blyth, of H. B. M. brig Boxer y to 
convoy tis to the mouth of the Kennebec River, for which service we gave him a bill 
of exchange on London for £100. We sailed in company, and in a thick fog off 
Quoddy Head the Boxer took us in tow. It was agreed that when we were about to 
enter the mouth of the river two or three guns should be fired over us, to have the 
api>earance of trying to stop us, should any idle folks be looking on. Captain Bur- 
rows, in the United States brig Enterprise, lay in Portland harbor, and hearing the 
guns got under way and, as is well known, captured the Boxer after a severe engage- 
ment in which both captains were killed. Our bill of exchange we thought might in 
some way cause us trouble, and we employed £s(iiiire Kinsman to take 500 specie 
dollars on board the captured ship and exchange them for the paper, which was 
found in Captain Blyth's breeches pocket. 
Yours, respectfully, 

CuAs. Tappan. 

Capt. Prkblk. 

The cargo of the Swedish brig was transshipi)ed from Bath to Ports- 
mouth. 

2711 3 
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On the 14:th of December, 1813, the Secretary authorized the em- 
ployment of Mr. Hartt to 8iii)eriutend the construction of the 74, if 
agreeable to him, and says his difference with Commodore B{\inbridge 
in Charlestown^arose from a personal misunderstanding, and not from 
a want of confidence in his capacity as a builder. It does not appear, 
however, that he was over employed. 

On the night of the 22d of December a fire broke out in Portsmouth, 
which in eight hours destroyed 180 dwelling houses and 64 other build- 
ings, covering 15 acres of ground. The value of the proi>erty destroyed 
was estimated at from $250,000 to $300,000. Commodore Hull, Capt. 
Smith of the Congress^ Capts. Creighton and Ecnshaw, and other gen- 
tlemen of the i^avy then in port, with the crews and fire apparatus 
under their command, rendered essential service. By their exertions 
much property was saved from destruction. " In their conduct," says 
Mr. i^athaniel Adams in his Annals, " was fully exemplified the great 
advantage of discipline in the time of danger. The officers with cool- 
ness and discretion sought the phaces where their exertions were most 
needed and their men executed their orders with intrepidity." The 
progress of the conflagration was finally arrested by gunpowder. 

1814. At the commencement of 1814 Commodore Hull was in com- 
mand of the yard, and we find by a report made by hiui that the offi- 
cers and men then employed in the yard and on board the gunboats 
were: 



Name. 



Isaac Hull 

Tunis Craven 

ijpseph Watson 

Adam Hill 

John Chandler 

William Black 

James Kenny 

Ephraim Tripthem . 
Ephraim Aniafjrea.. 
William Pettigrew.. 



Rank. 



Captain, commandant. 

Storekeeper , 

("aptaiirH clerk 

Coxswain 

Seaman 

do 

do 

Ordinary seaman 

do 

do 



Attached to the gunboats in ordinary. 

Nathaniel Stoodley Sailing master 

Benjamin Davis Seamaii 

John Webster 

Charles S. Clinton . 

Job Woodson 

Andrew Newman.. 
William Porter . 



do 

do 

do 

Ordinary seaman . 
do 



Jarvis Garrett I Seaman and cook . 



Salary per 
month. 



$100.00 
Ki.JiO 
25.00 
19.00 
12.00 
12.00 
12.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 



40.00 
12. TO 
12.00 
12.00 
12.00 
10.00 
10.00 
12.00 



He states the men attached to the yard are occupied in going in boats 
to bring such stores from the town as are from time to time wanting, 
and in doing duty as laborers when not wanted for other purposes. 
He also says a man rated as a quarter gunner, <^ to act as gunner of the 
yard," is much wanted " to take care of the arms and keep things in 
order about the boats, etc." 

Such was the modest establishment of the Portsmouth navy-yard at 
tiie commencement at and during the war with Great Britain. 
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On the I4th of November, 1814, the coinDiaTidimt reported the follow- 
ing as the coudition of the improvemeuts of the navy-yard at that 
date: 



Doscription. 



Dwellmg house. 



Barracks 

Small hoase . 



Store 

Workshop 

One timber Hlied . 



Timber shod 

Boat lioiise 

Two sawpits 

One sawpit 

Large timber dock. 



Small dock. 



Bell house, flag house and 
staff. 

Ways for a 74-gun ship . . 



Length.! Breadth. 



Feet. 
66 

70 



23 

130 

100 
44 



Feet 
28 

30 



Height 
to roof. 



Feet. 
17 



18 



Remarks. 



Originally built and only fit for a master car- 

penU^r ; wants painting and some small repairs. 
Wants painting and some sniall repairs. 
In bad repair; now occupied juj an ottice; ought 

to bo removed. 
In bad repair; must be renu)ved, being in the 

way at working at the whip. 
Now' tilled with cjirlines; is in bad repair and 

ought to be removetl. 
In bsid ri*])air, (mly fit for a workshop in bad 

weather. 

Good roof and frame, uuderpinne<l with stone. 
In tolerable repair. 
(Covered with sheds. 
AVanting a shed. 

The i)iers in good rei>air. The railing, caps, 
plank, etc., want re])airing. 

400 I'i'vt to a small island which is connected with 
the main island by a bridge 160 feet long. On 
the snuill island a blacksmith shop is now erect- 
ing, 60 X 25 feet. 



In com]det« order, having been repaired since 
my arrival. 



All the buildings are of wood. 

On the 14th of January, 1814, the secretary authorized the com- 
mandant to make requisition for — 

32-p()Uii<ler shot tons . - 100 

Grape stools <lo.. 20 

24:-poundcr shot do . . 50 

Grape stools : do . . 10 

18-pounder sliot do.. 30 

Grape and stoids, also a proportion of oanuister shot do.. 6 

In the same letter he informs tlie commanihuit that the 7 1's are to 
be armed entirely with guns of 32-pouiider caliber, viz: 

I^ower l)att:ery 80 ^niis, wcicrbt 60 to ()2 cwt. 

Main deck battery 30 j;uns, wi'iu^ht 51 to 55 cwt. 

Upper deck 2() caj ronades. 

Total 86 ^uns. 

During the ye<ir 1814 the coast between lN)rtsmouth and T^oston 
was blockaded by a squadron of British vessels of war, consisting of 
the Bulwarkj 74, Poletiers^ 74, Spencer ^1-1^^ .En(li/mion,S2j SIuudioh, 38, 
Tenedosy 38 jind Vulture^ 24. These vessels were often in sight, one or 
more of them at all times, between the mainland and the Isle of IShoals, 
and it was difiicult for any vessel entering or departing from Ports- 
mouth to escape their vigihince. It was fear(^.d that the fleet would 
attack Portsmouth and much apprehension was entertained lest the 
enemy should send in a party in boats t-o burn the 74 (vvIvq^^ ^^^^'^^^ 
laid in March) and precautions were takm\)0 "^^^ss^^ 
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alariiiB were eaiisod by various cirennistaiiees daring the year, the 
prevailing idm bring that a destruction of the 74 had been ordered by 
the ollicer in command of the enemy's ship out-side, and that oppor- 
tnnity was only wanting for its consummation. 

(.'oinnuxhn-e Hull apiK»ars to have shared in these apprehensions and 
to liave \ATitten the Secretary of the Navy on the subject strongly rep- 
resenting the d(*fenseless state of Portsmouth, and urging the necessity 
of additional fortifications and a military force for its defense. In reply, 
on the 14th of »Ianuary, the Secretary wrote him: 

WluMi the intention of tlip Govornmont to builil the 74'h was known nW the int-eniji:ent 
nuMi from the virinity of PortHnioutli roprosonteil tho ]>la€e to ])e so strong by nature 
as to reqniro very littlo protrrtion from art; but to create and maintain the force 
contemplated in your letter woiiM be an etfectnal bar to buibling at Portsmouth, 
as the <^xponst^ of defendin<^ tlie shij) while buibling, if the means of defense, natural 
and artifi<'ial, are really so feeble as represented, would cost more than the ships 
would l»e worth when built. 

This is a subject which I wish distinctly to understand before further expense is 
incurn'd on the (establishment, for had 1 conceived the situation to be so vulnerable 
and ex])osed as it is stated to be, I should certainly not haA'e authorized the great ex- 
pense jilready incurred. 1 do not ])erceive the necessity of building a lookout vessid, 
as the sound of the tocsin alone will not avert the <langer. 

This subjwt shall be duly re]>resented to the Pre8i<lent and to the Department of 
War, whose j»rovince it is to provide fort iticat ions, etc., but the active operations of 
the war requin* so much of our tiscaland ]diysical means that I doubt whether any 
very material force may bo expected for this obj<'Ct. 

On the 14th of IVlay the Secreta.ry informed the commandant that the 
Secretary of War promises to recnforce Portsmouth as fiir as may be prac- 
ticable, and that Col. Walbach will be ordered to command the troops 
stationed there. The commodore again urges the defenseless state of 
rortsmouth against attack, and recommends launching the 74 as speed- 
ily as possible and removing her up the river. The Secretary rei)lieH, 
as she can not be launched until October all the danger will have been 
incurred, for the enemy will not attemi)t to destroy her during the bois- 
terous season. 

The keel of the 74 was laid, as we have said, in March, two of the 
old sheds havingbeen removed tomake room for it on the ways. Work 
was pushed and progressed very rapidly on her, and in September she 
was well advanced. On the 22d of September the Secretaiy ordered 
her to be named the Washi)igfon, and submits to the discretion and 
Judgment of the commandant after her launch, either to remove her up 
the river or provide the best defense he can for her near the yard. 
She was not, however, launched untilJuly, 1815, aftor petice had been 
declared with Great Britiiin. On the 21st of June, 1814, about noon 
the town of Portsmouth was alarmed by a report that the British were 
landing at liye P>eaeh, alarm bells were rung, signal guns fired, etc. 
Mr. Mark Dennett, of Kittery, informed Mr. Fentress (who narrates the 
incident in his history of the yard) that Commodore Hull arranged with 
the officers of the local militia^ that in case of an alarm at the yard 
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three guns should be the sigual for the assembling of the troops. Mr. 
Dennett wjis then 29 years old, and an officer m a company of minute 
men at Kittery. One cold night in the fall the report of three cannon 
oame booming over the water, and soon 60 men were assembled and 
took up their line of march for the yard by way of Kittery, but be- 
fore taking boats for the island, for there was no connecting bridge 
then, an officer from the commodore met them and reported the alarm 
was caused by a fleet of fishing vessels sailing in, which were mistaken 
for the enemy's boats. 

While the Washington was on the stocks a quantity of oak knees 
shipped for her from the South was landed at Gloucester, and as it would 
take more time than could be afforded to team thence to the yard, the 
commodore resolved to have them transported by water in spite of the 
blockade, and for that purpose employed the fishing smack TanJceej 
Gapt. Henry Trefethen, who made several successful trips, but at last 
made one which nearly cost him his craft and his liberty. After leav- 
ing the harbor he made all sail with a stiff breeze from the SSW. and 
thick hazy weather, which soon settled into a dense fog. Thus situated, 
about 1 o'clock p. m., he came suddenly upon a blockading ship at an- 
chor; the wind decreased and the smack was moving about 4 or 5 
knots. A hail came from the ship, and soon after it, wlien she had dis- 
appeared in the fog, a broadside was fired from the direction in which 
she was last seen, which cut the YanJcee's sails so badly as to make them 
almost useless; but the brave old sea dog kept on, though altering his 
course, so when the fog lifted he found himself off Eye and a sloop of 
war about 2 miles distant to leeward. He crowded on all sail and suc- 
ceeded in reaching the harbor in safety without the loss of a stick of 
timber. His foresail was completely riddled by the enemy's broadside, 
his jib was much cut, and a shell had disabled his main boom. Commo- 
dore Hull, on learning the circumstances, ordered him a complete suit 
of sails and a new main boom, in addition to the freight upon his cargo. 

At the beginning of this year (1814) the commandant was authorized 
to build a small and cheap frame building for the purposes of a hospital. 

In March the navy agent, Henry Langdou, acknowledges to have re- 
ceived, agreeably to his requisition: 



For building 74*8 and frigate $15, 000 

For x>ro visions 12, 000 

For contingent 3, 000 

For navy-yards 20, 000 



Total 50, 000 



On the 17th of March the Secretary ordered the Wasp and the Con- 
gress to be got ready for sea without delay, and wishes by return of 
mail to know when the Congress will be ready. The Wasp 18, under 
command of Master Conmiandant Blakeley, got to sea on the 1st of May, 
and sailed on that brilliant but ill-fotedcm\&feiTOm\N\5\0ii^vi.^ 
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to return, licr tale Ikmh^t still ii subject of mystery, lor wliatever it was, no 
ollierr or man surviveif lo tell the tale. 

Ou the 3tl of ]Noveinbi'r the Secretary a|;:aiii ordered to fit the Con- 
gress for servLci' aiul i>re[)are her in all respects for a cruise, but she did 
not succeed in eluding;: the blockade, and aft«er beinj^ put out of com- 
mission was towed 4 miles uj) the river and moored in a safe i)1ace. 
Septend)ci' 1*0 the Secretary infornu^d Commodore Hnll that the 
Otlicers and crew of the U, S. S. Adams (which had been run on shore 
at Hampden, in the IN'Uobscot River, and burnt to prevent lier capture 
by the enemy) are stri(;tly within the station designated as yonr yom- 
niand, and to which no otlicer commanding? another station can extend. 
Slionhl a senior othcer not commanding* a distinct station arrive within 
that now under your command, he will of course command, except the 

The schooner Tom Hoicline, of 12 <>'uns and 200 t.ons, was inirchased 
at Portsmouth in 1814 for is^l3,0()0, and was sold out of the service in 
1810. 

Fn the i^arly i)art of the year an unfortunate event occurred, which was 
tlie cause of considerable c^xcitement, and brought into amicable cx)u- 
Hict the military and civil authorities as to jurisdiction in the case 
when it was I'ound that at the time of the purchase of the island the 
State jurisdiction was not ceded to the United States by Massachu- 
setts. 

The event alliuled to was a marine sentry's shooting a man, who, 
when cliallenged, refused to answer and sought to evade the (challenge. 

On the 14th of March the Hon. Kichard Kush, Attorney- General, de- 
cided that ''a marine charged witli the honncJdein question should not 
be surrendered to the State authorities, but shimld be handed over to 
the judiciary of the United States, as having by law the proper cogni- 
zance of t lie case." And on the 19th of March the Secretary wrote the 
commandant, 1 have this moment received your letter of the 13th 
instant. I entertained no doubt that the island had been ceded to the 
United States, but in the meantime shcmld you have ascertained that it 
has not, you will without hesitation deliver the man to the civil au- 
thorities of the State having jurisdiction, and in that case, you will pro- 
vide tor the comfort of the unfortunate marine. You will also sustain 
him by th(» encouragement he has a right to derive from a conscious 
discharge of duty, a relian(*e upon the justice of the tribunal, and the 
aid of \hi' United States attorney, t^o whonj you will ai)i)ly, to defend 
his causes.'' 

1815. Commodore Hull was the commandant in the beginning of the 
year 1815, but was reli(»ved by Oonnnodore Thomas M acDon on gh on 
the 1st of J idy, and Oonnnodore Isaac Ohauncey was ordered by the 
Department to su])erintend the launching of the Washinf/tou., and hasten 
her equipment, as she was to be his tiagship when ready for sea. The 
Hon. Benjamin W. Crowninshield succeeded the Jlon. William Jones as 
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Secretary of the i^avy December 19, 1814, and on the HJth of February 
the Secretary ordered Commodore Hull to prepare the WaHhlngton for 
sea with all dispatch, and at the same time informed him : " The treaty 
of peace will no doubt be ratified by the President and Senate, and a 
proclamation to that effect may issue to-morrow.'' 

On the 24th he informs him: "The guns for the Washington will be 
sent by water as soon as the navigation shall be free." 

On the 9th of March he orders the gunboats to be laid up, and on the 
18th calls Commodore Hull to ^Yashington, " on important temporary 
service.'' The result of this visit was that Commodore Hull was ap- 
pointed one of the three navy commissioners, then for the first time 
organized, Commodore John Eodgers being the senior and Commodore 
David Porter the junior member. In J uly the WaMngton was launched. 
The launching of so large a ship was an event of uncommon occurrence, 
and thousands of persons were attracted to witness it. On the day of 
the launch the weather was fine and the shores were lined with an en- 
thusiastic multitude. As the great ship began to move the cheers were 
deafening, the band played a national air, while the cannon from the 
neighboring forts sent their reverberations over the surrounding hills. 
Commodore Chauncey stood upon the bows, directing the launch. 

At the time of launching a young gentleman in undress uniform was 
arrested, being susi)ected to be an English naval officer, but he proved 
to be Commodore Chauncey's brother. This incident gave rise to a story 
that a British spy was arrested in the yard at that time. 

The Washington was fitted out immediately as the flagship of Com- 
modore Chauncey, ordered to command our squadron in the Mediter- 
ranean. 

In August there was a strike among the workmen employed in equip- 
ping the ship, and some difficulty was experienced in getting men to 
work, owing to the depreciation of Treasury notes, which caused the 
Secretary to address the following letter to Commodore MacDonough: 

August 21, 1815. 

If tlie work of the ship is suspended in consequence, measures will be taken to 
equip the ship in order to proceed to New York, where tlie payments in Treasury 
notes are equal to those in gold and silver. This will eventually drive all the naval 
operations and equipment from the Northern to the Middle and Southern States. You 
will be pleased to report to me the present state of the ship and the time necessary 
to fit her for sea, so as to proceed to New York. 

The difficulty was gotten over, the ship was completed, and in Octo- 
ber the Washington sailed for Europe, where she remained as the flag- 
ship of the squadron until 1818, when she returned to !New York. It 
was her first and only cruise; she was laid up in ordinary at New York; 
was for a time the receiving ship for recruits at that station, and was 
broken up in 1843. Such was the brief and uneventful history of the 
third line-of-battle ship launched within the United States, the first 
being the America^ built at Portsmouth, the ^ee-OTi^V lu<iVc^ei\\\k.e!\v.^^^ 
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built in Bostou, wliicli was razeed to a 54-gun frigate, and is now 
(1877) doing service as a receiving vessel at Mare Island, California, and 
the third the Washington. The Washington was built by contract by- 
Messrs. Badger and Magraw, the Government furnishing the materials, 
and she cost $335,800. 

1815-'18. From 1815 to 1818 there was no work done on vessels at 
the yard. The six gunboats in ordinary were sold at public auction, 
one being for a time retained as a tender to the yard. 

The yard now began to assume the appearance of a naval station. 
A lodge was erected for the ordinary men, and that force was increased 
in 1818. A storehouse was erected with one story for a rigging loft, 
and a new wharf was built in 1818 at a cost of $900. The house which 
had been fitted for the commandant from the old building originally on 
the island was remodeled and rebuilt, and the grounds were also in- 
closed. The entire force was employed in laying out walks and 
making preparations to erect buildings. Quite a number of negro sea- 
men were employed at the yard in the ordinary force, but orders from 
the Department directed the discharge of all of them who were not 
employed as servants to officers. The pay roll of workmen in the yard 
in 1818 did not number more than 50 mechanics, and they were required 
under the head of "improvement." 

1817. In February, 1817, orders were received to lengthen the ship- 
house (now Ko. 5) 12 feet and to build a ship of the line to measure 9 
feet more in length than the Washington. Accordingly, on the 15th of 
April, the keel of the Alalama^ 74, was laid in the lengthened ship- 
house. This ship was launched on the 23d of January, 1864, and re- 
named the Neto Hampshire. 

On the 18th of April, 1817, the navy commissioners issued the follow- 
ing order restricting the admission of strangers to our navy -yards, 
which was ordered to be enforced at Portsmouth. 

Circular.] Navy Commissioners' Office, 

Apnl 18, 1817. 

Sir: The easy access of strangers of every description to the naval establishments 
of the United States being considered improper, because it furnishes foreigners with 
opportunities of making remarks and investigations that may be injurious to the 
interests of the nation, you wiU be pleased to be governed in future in the ad- 
mission of strangers by the following rules : 

No persons except officers of Government and members of Congress, and those 
attached to the yard or laboring in it, are to be permitted to enter without reference 
being had to the commanding officer, who will decide whether the business of the 
applicant for admission is such as to entitle him to admission ; for this purpose a 
sergeant or corporal of marines is to be stationed at the gate of the yard, whose 
duty it shall be to apply to the commanding officer. 

In the event of any stranger being admitted under pretense of business, special 
care is to be taken to prevent the possibility of his making any examination of the 
interior police of the yard, in taking any plans, or gaining any particular knowl- 
edge of the construction of vessels, ships' docks, engines, or anything material, 
unleaa tbia rule ia dispensed with by special pernnsBioii tke Nav^ Department. 



HISTORY OP THE NAVY-YARD AT PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 41 



The practice of sliowiixg foreign officers all the interior of the yards, and of ex- 
plaining to them any alterations or improvements that may have heen introduced, 
being considered as likely to lead to injurious consequences, you will be pleased to 
take special care that every officer belonging to the yard be instructed in future to 
avoid this. 

It may be proper to add that all civil officers having civil process to serve on any 
person belonging to the establishment are to be permitte<l to enter on showing the 
proper warrant from a magistrate to the commanding officer. 
Respectfully, 

JOHK RODGERS. 

This order, tliough it has never been rescinded by the commissioners 
and has been from time to time supplemented by similar special instruc- 
tions, fell greatly into disuse, and was altogether disregarded, and may 
be considered as obsolete, the times which rendered it necessary having 
materially changed. It still, I believe, requires a ^vritten order from 
the Board of Admiralty before a foreigner or foreign oftic^jr can obtain 
admission into a British dockyard. Not many years since, I was re- 
" fused admission to Woolwich and Portsmouth from not being so pro- 
vided. 

In 1815, the official publication of a ^^avy Register, containing the 
names and stations of the officers of the XJ. S. ^^^avy, was commenced 
and has been continued annually. A list of the officers attached to the 
yard on the 1st of January of each year, taken from it, will be found 
in the appendix. 

1818. In 1818 we find there was one captain commandant, five lieu- 
tenants, a surgeon, purser, midshipman, three sailing masters, a gunner, 
captain of marines, and first lieutenant of marines, attached to the 
yard; and the "ordinary" gang consisted of a boatswain's mate, car- 
penter's mate, a steward, twelve seamen, and twelve ordinary seamen. 
One of the lieutenants, the late Eear- Admiral Joseph Smith, was de- 
tached and ordered to the Giierrlerej in May. 

On the 4th of April, 1818, Congress passed a law establishing the 
flag of the United States, limiting the number of stripes to thirteen, 
the number of the original States, and assigning a white star in the 
union for each of the twenty States then belonging to the United States, 
and an additional star to be added for each new State on the 4th of 
July after its admission. Previous to this law since 1794 the established 
flag consisted of fifteen stars and fifteen stripes, representing the num- 
ber of States at that date in the union. Neither that nor the law first 
establishing the flag, nor the law of 1818, designated how the stars in the 
union should bo disposed, but in the Navy it had been customary to 
l>lace them in parallel lines, and the commissioners, on the establishment 
of the new flag, issued the following circular order, which has since 
governed the placing of the stars for all the flags of the tJ. S. Navy: 

[Circular.] Navy Commissioners' Office, 

i/ay 18^ l&m. 

Sir: The Navy Commissioners have to inform yo\i tViaX., Sb^^>ii'<aAi\^ \Ai XJolR ^i.viX> 'a?^ 
CongresB of the 4th of April, 1818, entitled, '*Aii act to ^,^t«i\>\\&^i tV^ '^'^ 
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TTiiitod States," onr national !la<r is innu iind aftrr i\w 4(h of July nvxi to ho: thir- 
tiH'n liorixontal Hti'ipt'H, altonial** hmI and wliilo; the Tnioa to l)e twenty stars, white, 
in a blue Jield, on*' star to he added on tbe adnnssion into tlio Union of every new 
State, Hueli addition to he made from and after the 4th of Jnly next succeeding the 
date of such admission. 

The size of the Hajjf nmst he in proportion of 14 feet in width said 24 feet in length. 
Tln^ tield of the Union nnist he one-third of the length of the flag, and seven-thir- 
teenths of its <l<»pth, so that from the top to the hottom of the union there will be 
seven stripes, and six stripes from the hottom of the union to the bottom of the flag. 

The manner of arranging the stars yon will perceive by the subjoined sketch. 

The upper and the lower stripe to be red. 



« « * « « 
» * « * « 

« 4f * « «F 



Respectfully, 

Jno. Ror>GER«, 

President. 

Officer Commanding, 

Navy-Yardf Portsmouth, N, JJ, 

On the lOtli of September following, the arrangement of the stars was 
motlitied by the following order, placing them in four parallel lines 
directly under each other. 

fCiRCULAK.] Navy Commissioners' Office, 

September 10, 1818, 

Sir: Since onr circular of the 18th of May last, relative to the flag to be worn by 
the vessels of the United States and at our naval stations, it has been determined by 
the President of the United States that the aiTangement of the stars shall corre- 
spond with the pattern stated below. 

The tliniensions and relative proportions of the flag continue as stated in onr circu- 
lar. You will govern yourself accordingly. 

On lirst hoisting the flag you are to tire a salute of twenty guns. 



* # # ^ ¥ 

Jf * # * * 

« « « * « 



I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient, 

Jno. Rodgers, 
President of the Navy Board, 

Capt. Morris, 

Portsmouth, 

Capt. Charles Morris succeeded Commodore Macdonongh as com- 
mandant July 18, 1818, and the Hon. Smith Thompson, of New York, 
succeeded the Hon. Benjamin W. Crowiiiushield as Secretary of the 
2^avjroii the 9th of Jfovember, 1818. 
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HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY- YARD, PORTSMOUTir, N. H ,1819 
Ef ■ TO 182(j, INCLl'SIVE. 

COMMANDANTS— CAPT. CHAllLES MOKKIS, 1K18-1823: CAPT. WILLIAM :M. CEANE, 1823- 
1825; CAPT. CHARLES G. RIDGELEY, 1825-1826; CAPT. JOJIN ORDE CREIGHTON, 182fr- 
1827. 

1819. The first portion of a sea wall to the yard was laid west of 
the ship house (now No. 5) in March, 1819, and the earth filled in; the 
waJl was extended some 500 or GOO feet to the west, and the improve- 
ment cost $2,920. 

The force of workmen in the yard was largely increased, as a new 
ship house was being built (now No. 4) to the west of the old one, and 
work was being hurried on the Alabama, 74. The old custom of firing 
a morning and evening gun was dispensed with, and the remains of the 
old octagon fort around the flagstaff were removed to make room for the 
improvements that were being added. 

1620. August 16, 1820, the frame of the ship house (No. 4) was raised, 
and the slip and wharf begVin; the whole cost of these imi)rovements, 
which were completed in 1822, including the cost of slating the ship 
house, was $19,931.42. 

October 15, 1819, Capt. Morris left the yard to join the Constellation, 
but soon returned to the command of the yard. 

September 18, 1819, the Hon. John Langdon, who had been so inti- 
mately connected with the early history of the Navy and the naval 
establishment at Portsmouth, died. At his funeral military honors 
were performed by the battalion of United States troops under Col. 
Walbach; minute guns were fired during the procession from the forts 
and navy-yard, and the shipping displayed its colors at halt-mast. 

On the 16th of October Lieut. Vi^alter A. Monteath, who had been 
attached to the yard since 1816, died, and was buried with military 
lionors. He was the first officer who died on duty while attached to 
the station after its establishment. 

February 19, 1820, a new flagstaff' was erected on the south end of the 
ship house, and on the 21st a new flag was for the first time suspended 
from it. Several punishments of the ordinary men are recorded in the 
yard journal for this year. 

May 17 "Dyas received twelve lashes on the naked back, agreeably 
to the rules and regulations of the Navy, for smuggling spirituous liquors 
into the yard." "Dickson received the same number in consequence 
of sti'iking the gunner." 

June 19 " Lowe and Welsh were punished for leaving the yard with- 
out permission." 

In 1820 First Lieut. Samuel E. Watson, then in command of the 
marines at the yard, received permission to erect a barrack for the 
marine guard, using an old hoilse, whi(;h is now on the island, in addi- 
tion to the small one then occupied by the guard. The work was 
almost entirely done by the marines, and tlie expews^i \\\vi.m\s 
rack was tritiing. It stood where the gun and aViot wo^^ 
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In coii.se<iueiiee of the* piracies iii)on our commerce in the West In- 
dies, Oontrress, on the* 15th of May, 18LM), aiitliorizod live Bchoouers ol 
liglit draft and lioavy armament to be built and equipped. Under thii 
act the Si'hooners AUUjator^ Dolphuiy Granipm, Vorpoisej and Skari 
were added to the Navy. One of these, the PorpoUe^ Avas built at' 
Portsmouth. The yard journal records the raising of the new shi] 
liouse and the schooner the same day, viz, August 16, and that on 
December 2, ''at 10 a. m., the U. S. S. Porpoise was launched to her 
element in very handsome st>ie. Draft of wat^T when launched, 6 feet^ 
5 inches forward, 10 feet C inches aft." She was therefore conix)letei 
to launching in a little over tour months. She was built at a slip near 
the landing outside the ship house, and cost when ready for sea $25,529. 
She was of lOS tons burthen, and was pierced for 12 guns, but carriec 
a battery of ten G-i)0unders and one long 18-pounder. She saile<l on 
her fu st cruise to the West Indies under the command of Lieut. Barn- 
age, who, on the 7th of January, 1822, attacked and captured six pirat- 
ical vessels on the coast of Cuba. After making several cruises slie 
was lost in the West Indies in 183.3, when connnanded by Lieut. Wm. 
V. Taylor, llcr crew were all saved. 

We learn from a report made to the commissioners in March, 1820, 
the daily mtcs of pay for workmen employed in the yard at that date 
weie : 

Ship carpenters, from $1. 75 to $1.25 

Ship carp»"iit«'rs' ai)pivntires, troin 

MaHt»*r hlarksmith 

Blacksmiths, from 

Bhicksmiths' ajjprciiticos 

Master Joiner , 

Joiners, from 

Sawyers 

Master hihorer 

Laborers, from 



.87 



1.66 



1.45 



1.04 



.60 
2.50 
1.06 

.87 
3.00 
1.S 
1.35 
1.60 
1.00 



During the month of October, 1S20, there was employed n\ion the 
74's on the stocks and schooner Porpoise 30 carpenters, 2 carpenters' 
laborers, 13 blacksmiths, 8 sawyers, 8 calkers, 8 joiners, 8 laborers, 2 
masons; total, 85. There were 159 workmen and laborers mall em- 
ployed in the yard. 

In 1822 carpenters received from $2 to $1, average $1.38; sawyers, 
from .^1.33 to $1.10, average $1.25; joiners, from $1.50 to $1, average 
$1.27; blatjksniiths, fronj $2.25 to $1. 

The number of mechanies and laborers em])loyed in the yard on the 
lirst of each month during the years 1820, 1821, and 1822 was as fol- 
lows : 



JSSl,. 



ilai. Full, Mur, ^A]ir. Muy. JuDtr, Jnly. Aug, Htpt Oct. Nov. 



NO ! 

Til I 



77 IK) 
3^1 %U 



71 

m iw 



79 



71 
152 



162 



m 
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The expenditures of the yard for the same period were: 



Year. 


Grfldual 
increase. 


Five 
Hcliooners. 


Ilepair of 
vessels. 


Improve- 
ment. 


Total. 


1820 


$11, 353.21 
25, 219. 80 
23, 202. 02 


$6, 278. 61 
163.04 




$3, 411.09 
• 6. 284. 52 
4, 104.01 


$21,042.91 
32. 060. 21 
27. 306. 93 


1821 


$392. sa 


18S2 









1821. In a report on the condition of the Navy, January 25, 1821, 
the officers and men attached to the Portsmouth yard are stated to be 
1 captain, 1 master commandant, 1 lieutenant, 1 surgeon, 1 surgeon's 
mate, 1 purser, 1 sailing master, 1 captain's clerk, 1 boatswain, 1 gunner, 
1 carpenter, 1 steward, 1 armorer, 6 able seamen, 15 ordinary seaman, 
md the total annual expense, $14,013.50. 

From another report we learn the names, rank, pay, and other emolu- 
ments of the officers and the number and pay of the men belonging to 
the Kavy who were attached to the establishment of the Portsmouth 
navy-yard for the two years ending December 31, 1821, viz: 



John Porter - . . 



M Mt-r r rfi m n i a iid h. n 1 , 

LleiiteiKmt 

4]o 



John D. !^loat..,„.. 
WiJUflm Borrv 

Eolwt L. Thorn Sorgi^mi 

CL*Tlf*j» t'hivni- E?iir t^Hni) 

If AthAiiiH Lvflp . ....... IStrsj'r 

fiamnel P. Chaitihoilin - Saihiiir luahtfir 

IftihaJiirT t^hKwili y ■ dn 

]Rlob£mt Biilif T ^1 kl.4brpniiin . . 

Mif^iftt^l Mabiiffoy - - , . . , rlo 

EUhhn Smith ... 

Km Gonion 

AnUinio C«roa , , 

JOUjpllCCMC,..**. 
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do 

Stf'ward , . - - 

do 

<Jiitii>(;r . 
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CuptJiinVH <"krk 

Naval Bfornkt*! pcH and 
clwlc of the yard4 



j^^venordfUAiy 
One hoy i, 

Two hoya 



$16 

10 
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$100 

m 



IB 



lb 
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J P. , 
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irii 



1i Uilllll 
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'20 i 
20 I 

'3} 



la ! 



mo 

3(kV 



$300 



145 

m 



DO 

m 



* House ftirniBhed. 



t In 1820, $1,300 per annum. 



I In 1821, $1,600 per annum. 

1822. la. 1822 thel^ame pay and allowances were continued except- 
ing that the master-commandant was reduced to five rations and a 
bo«atswain re<;eived the same pay and allowances as the gunner, as per 
Fourth Auditor's report March 1. 

In 1821 $12,000 were appropriated for improvements on the yard and 
considerable work was done in grading and leveling it. The store- 
house and offices, the first brick building erected iu the yaxd^ 
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coinineneed (now No. 1) and the koel of a fiigate, named t 

Sfuitee, wais laid in the new shi]) house, and the present fine timber dock 
with its seawall, etc., was finished. The Santec^ after being lengthenei 
several feet, was humehed in 1855, and is now iu service as a gnnneiy 
ship at the Navnl Academy at Annapolis. She has never made a for- 
eign cruise. She tonned by the old measurement 1,726 tons. By the^ 
new measurement her tonnage is 1,475 tons and her displacement 
2,430. 

In May, 1821, api)lication was made to the State of Maine "forces-' 
sion of the jurisdiction of the island on which the navy -yard at Porta- 
mouth is situated," and on the 2d of February, 1822, it was granted by 
the following act of the State legislature. 

JSTATK OF MAINK. 

In tlu' year of our Lord oika tliouKaiid v\*fh\ hiin<lrod and twonty-two an act to cede 
U» file Knitcd States the jiirit>dietiuii of Deiinotts Island, so called, in PiHcataqna 
Rivor: 

1)6 i( niiu'lcd hy the scuale and house of rcpreseuiatives in Jeyislainre assembled^ That 
tlKTO ho, an<l horohy is, «'od«'d to llic Vnilt'd Stakes the .iurisdiotiou over Doiineta 
Island, so < alUMl. on the east side of JMseatacina Kiver, within the Sf-nte of Maine, 
now heh>nf;in/i^ to the United States, and occn]ded as a navy-yard: ProHded, kmceWf 
Tliat this State shall have eonmrrent jurisdiction Avith the I !^ni ted States over Baid 
ish-md. so far as that all civil and criminal ])rocess issued under authority of this 
St^ite may he executed on any i)art of said island, or in any l>uildin^ erected on tbe 
same; and that all iktsous residing thereon, not being in the military or marine 
service of the T'nited States, shall he holdon to do nnlitary duty in the militia of the 
State in the same way and manner as if the jurisdiction had not heeu ceded as afore- 
said. 

Tills bill passed tlie liouse of representatives February 1, tbe senate 
February 2, 1822, and was approved the same day by the Hon. Albion 
K. Paris, governor of tbe State of IMaine. 

August 0, 1822, tlie coal in a shed near the bhKjksmith shop was dis- 
covered to be on fire, supposed to have been from spontaneous combus- 
tion, as it was discovered to be on fire in the center of the pile. One 
thousand two hundred bushels of it were thrown into the river, and a 
specimen of one of the charred beams was deposited in the coimnan- 
dant\s oflice as a curiosity. Tlie shed was rebuilt and a jwrtiou of the 
coal recovered from the river. 

in June, 1821, the commissioners forbid the erecting of any private 
building in th(^ yard. October 10 they addressed the commandant 
respecting extravagance in repairing vessels." 

Septi'-ml)er 22, 1822, the bridge connecting Portsmouth with Kittery 
was comph^ted, so that it was opened for passengers and the ferry 
between the two towns discontinued. 

1823. Monday, January 27, 1823, Commodore Morris notes iu the 
yard journal that " upon examination it is found uotto contain the tem- 
I)erature of the air at sunrise and sunset, according to orders previously 
given to the master of the yard." 
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March 31, there was a northeast gale with snow, during which sev- 
eral of the old ship house doors were blown in and broken. 

In May Capt. William M. Crane relieved Oapt. Charles Morris as 
commandant. 

Wooden buildings for officers' quarters were erected upon the site 
now occupied by the present brick houses. 

July 22, the marines took possession of the house formerly occupied 
by the master of the yard. 

August 20, the Secretary ordered the salute for the Board of ^^avy 
Commissioners to be fifteen guns. 

September 3, a pair of sheers was erected on the head of the new 
wharf. The building of the brick naval store and wharf was continued 
through the year, and good progress made. 

September 16, 1823, Hon. Samuel L. Southard succeeded Hon. Smith 
Thompson as Secretary of the Navy. 

November, 1823, the commissioners reported the imi)rovements of 
the yard to consist of: A wooden house for thecomnjandantj a wooden 
building used as a marine baiTacksj another used as quarters for an 
officer; a new brick store (75 by 40) building; a wooden storehouse; 
timber sheds and workshop of wood; wooden houses, which an*, used 
m quarters for the storekeeper, surgeon's mate, the warrant officers 
(except the master), and the ordinary of the yard; two building slips; 
Uvo ship houses, one of them new, the other slightly built and requiring 
rei)airs next summer; timber docks; the storehouse had advanced so 
far towards completion that the offices were removed into it, together 
with the naval stores, on the 1st of January, 1824. The cost of this 
building was $5,133.20. In 1827 an addition was made to the buildiug 
(which may be noticed by the roof being higher) which cost $15,000. 
This building (No. 1 on the plan) is now (1877) used for the stores of 
steam engineering, equipment, navigation, and a sail loft. The old 
wooden building which had been used for offices was removed to the 
rear of the marine barracks, and used as a cook house for the marines 
and men in ordinary. 

1824. The stone wall froui the ship house (No. 5) to the blacksmith 
shop was finished in 1824. It was 087 feet long, 10 feet high, and 2.^ 
feet wide. The men were employed throughout the year in digging, 
leveling, blasting, and hauling rock, and filling in the wharf and launch- 
ing ways under the new ship house, some 500 tons of stone being used 
about the launching ways alone. 

March 5, 1824, the Secretary ordered the commandant not to grant 
a leave of absence longer than one week, unless in cases of great emer- 
gency, and then to report to the Department the reason, etc. This 
order, with little modification, has been continued to the present time. 

June 1, 1824, the Secretary sent the commandant a list of the officers 
he 8upi)08ed to be then required for the establishment at Portsmouth, 
which, as somewhat modified by the suggestioTi^ oi XXifc vi,ws^^^^n!!^^ 
was adopted. 
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July 23 John P. Decatur succeodert B. J. Psvrrott as naval store- 
keeper, aud obtained a leave of ab8euce of three months. Mr. Parrott 
continued to ofticiate as 8torekee])er throughout the year, and Mr. De- 
csvtur did not assume the oftice until sometime in 1825, and remained in 
ofhce until 1830. 

August 17 the President, in a general order, directed "Gen. La 
Fayette to be reiMMved at all the ITnitod States naval stations, and by 
all the Tnitod Stat<^s ships in commission with the honors due the 
highest military rank in our service,'' and at 1 p. m. September 1 a 
salute was fired from the yard on the arrival of Gen. La Fayette at 
Portsmouth. He does not appear to have visited the yard. 

August 17 the yard journal records receiving from the brig /rt> 3,906 
42 pound shot, 11,348 42-pounder grape, 3,400 32-pound shot, 9,988 32- 
l)ouuder grai)e, and 886 shot stands. 

August 30 received from ship Letcis 75 cannon, 3,913 42-pounder shot, 
11,307 42-poundcr grape, 3,397 32-i)ouuder shot, 10,047 32-pounder 
grai)e, and 893 shot stands. ' 

Scptiimber 2 the governor of New Hampshire visited the yard and 
re<*eived a salute of seventeen guns. 

Sc]»t-ember 9 the Secretary of the Xavy,aec<>mpanied by Commodores 
P>ainbri(lge, OUauncey, and Morris, the board of navy commissioners, 
visited the yard and were received with a salute of seventeen guns. 

Sc])tember 16 commenced building a i)owder magazine. Congress, 
by an jict ai>i)rovcd April 22, 1824, authorized for building new marine 
biirracks a i)(>rti()n of $10,000 approprisited to the improvement of the 
yard. 

October 19 the commissioners ordered the old building formerly 
occui)ic(l as a barrack pulled down, and, if the old wooden office can be 
r(»movcd and rendered habitable for the sailing master at an expense 
not exceeding $100 it may be removed ; otherwise it must be pulled 
down. The wall on the southeast side of the yard maybe built as sug- 
gested, inovided it can be done for $150. The eastern dock can not be 
Repaired at present." 

October 21 the Secretary addresses a circular letter to navy agents, 
inclosing a copy of a resolution of Congress in relation to the purchase 
of real estate, and directs them to ascertain and report, as much in 
detail as circunjstances will permit, all the facts on the subject embraced 
in the resolution as to real estate held for naval purposes. Under date 
Portsmouth, K 11., November 13, 1824, Naval Storekeeper E. G. Par- 
rott rei)lies : 

Ifaviiif^ with some diftinilty collected the iiifonnatiou necessary for the purpose, I 
now, in obedience to the directions contained in yonr circular of the 2l8t ultimo, 
transmit the facts in relation to the purchase of real estate in helialf of the United 
States, since the year 1776, required by the resolution of the House of Re])resonta- 
tives passed A^iril 10, 1824, on the subject, so far as relates to real estate held for 
naval pur])ose8 in this State or on this station. 

I can not lesirn that any real estate has ever been purchased or held by the United 
States for naval ])urposeB in this State. 
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The island on which %he navy yard is situated, although in this river and near the 
town, is actually in the State of Maine, was called Dcnnet's Island and purchased by 
Jacob She;ife, esq. (the navy agent), of William Donnot, of Kiltery, State of Massa- 
chunetts, on the 12th day of June, 1800, for the sum of $5,5(X), and conveyed to the 
United Statics by directi<»n of the Hon. Benjamin Stoddard (then Secretary of the 
Navy), he beiug authorized by the President of the United Stati's, as appears by his 
letter to Jacob Sheafe, esq., dated May 10, 1800, a coj>y of wliich, marked A, is trans- 
mitted herewith.* The then sidicitor of this State, Jeremiah Smith, esci., examined 
the record of deeds and traced the title for one hundred years and found th<'m clear 
and undoubted. 

The deed, iiUed up in due form, was recforded, and tlie original forwarded to the 
Navy De]>art>ment, a certified copy of which from the recor<ler's oflice is also trans- 
mitted and marked B.t 

The ]mrchase of this island was not accompanied with the ex])re8S ccmsent of the 
State of whose territory it constituted a part, but after these])arat ionof the district 
of Maine from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts the legislature of tlie State of 
Maine, in the year 1822, passed an act ceding to the United States the jurisdiction 
of said island, as fully appears by a certified coi>y of the act of cession, marked C, 
likewise transmitted. t 

I i)resume the foregoing statement embraces all the matter requii'ed by the. resolu- 
tion of the House of Kt'presentatives. Should any part have escajied me 1 will cheer- 
fully communicate it on beiug advised thereto. 

i^ovember 24, 1824, the Secretary of tlic Navy issued a circular, or- 
rlerlDg that from and after the 1st of January, 1825, all communications 
to the Kavy Department must be written " upon paper of an equal 
size, as nearly as i)0S8ible of the size of this sheet (foolscap), with a 
marginal space of about one inch and a quarter on each page. A strict 
compliance with this order will be required, as it is contemplated to 
have all original official documents regularly bound at the ex^nration 
of each year.'' 

1825. February 21, 1825, Congress appropriated $3,000 for the im- 
provement and repairs of the yard. During the year a bridge leading 
from the navy-yard island to Kittery was built, at a cost of $2,373. 
The commandant made propositions to the owners of the land adjoin- 
ing the bridge to cut a road leading to the main highway of Kittery. 
The owners of the land objected to such a road, although the Govern- 
ment ottered to purchase their land for this purpose. Finding that 
nothing could be effected by negotiation, application was made to the 
selectmen of Kittery, with the assurance that the damages would be 
paid by the Government. The road was then laid out by them, accord- 
ing to the laws of the State, and became a town way. The damages 
were paid by the United States. Thus land communication was opened 
during the summer with Portsmouth. 

Capt. William M. Crane was relieved by Capt. Charles G. llidgcley 
as commandant in March. In July Capt. Eidgeley was ordereil on 

* A copy of this letter has been glvon on page 25. 

t For all the dee<l8 Hhowing the United States title to Denuot or Fcrnald Island^ 
■ee Appendix. 
t See Appendix. 

2711 4 
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court martial duty, and Lieut. George W. Storer coniuiauded the yard 
during his absence. 

IFebruary 22d a national salute was fired in honor of the day, which 
is the first mention in the yard journal of any such salute having been 
fired, either on the 22d February or 4th July. After this date the sa- 
lutes are regularly noted. 

The estimates for the pay, subsistence, and ivllowances of the navy 
officers, etc., attaehed to the navy-yard in 1825 amounted to $13,413.45, 
as follows: One captain, $3,406.75; house famished by Government; 1 
master commandant, $2,010.75; 1 sailing master, $1,141.76; 1 surgeon, 
$1,309.75; 1 purser, $1,141.75; 1 boatswain, $741.75, 1 gunner, $741.75; 
1 steward, $307.25; 1 cari)enter's mate, qualified as a calker, $319.25; 5 
seamen, at $12 a month and one ration each, $1,176.26; 6 ordinary sea- 
men, at $10 a month and one ration each, $1,056.25. 

There appears by the Navy Kegister for 1825 to have been attached 
to the yard, in excess of the estimate, 1 lieutenant, 1 sailing master, 1 
captain, and 1 second lieutenant of marines. 

The estimate for the civil establishment for the same year was $9,838, 
and included 1 naval storekeeper, $1,500; 1 clerk to naval storekeei)er, 
$250; 1 clerk of the yard and clerk to commandant, $600; 1 master 
builder and inspector of timber, $2,000; 1 clerk to master builder and 
inspector of timber, and clerk of check, $240; 1 porter, $240; 1 master 
blacksmith, at $2.50 per day, $782; 1 master joiner, at $3 per day, 
$939; 1 master spar man, at $2 per day, $62(5; 1 master calker, at 
$2.25 per day, $704.50; 1 master sailmaker, at $2.50 per day, $782.50; 1 
master cooper, at $2 per day, $626; 1 master boat-builder, at $1.75 per 
day, 555547.75. 

Very little was done to improve the yard in 1825. The mast and spar 
shed (Xo. 7 of jjlan) was finished. In May orders were received "to 
I)repare part of the house used as a marine barracks for the surgeon's 
mate," and in June ^' to repair the house used as marine barracks for 
the clerk of the yard and sailing master." 

In October, ^'tlic eai)tain\s house and midsliii)man's <]uarters were re- 
])aired." it is noted in the yard journal " September 27, burnt the 
chimneys of all the houses." 

November 29 the conmiandant ordered funeral honors to be paid 
Commodore Thomas McDonougli, formerly commandant of the yard, 
who <lied on the lOtli, ofl* the capes of the Delaware, on his return from 
active duty in the Mediterranean. 

On the 3d of March 1825, Congress authorized the building of ten 
slooi)S of war, to carry not less than 20 guns each, and api)roi>riated 
$500,000 for the purpose. Under this law the VincenneSj Vandalia^ 
Isatchez^ St. Louis, Warren, Lexln0on, Bonton, Falmouth, Fah'field, smd 
Concord, all named for towns, were subsequently laid down at thQ sev- 
eral nav>'-yards. The Concord was built at Portsmouth, but her keel 
was not laid until 1827. These vessels rated 18 guns, but were pierced 
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for 24, and their tonnage by tlie old measurement was between 660 and 
700 tons; by the new measurement about 450, and displacement 830. 
The only one of them in service in 1877, was the St, Louis then used as 
a receiving hulk at Leagiie Island. 

1826. In 1826 activity was resumed and considerable work in improv- 
ing the yard was done. Orders were received to select a proper site 
for suitable marine barracks, to be built of brick, and work was com- 
menced on them in September, the site selected being the extreme 
northeast point of the island. Many of the wooden buildings and 
sheds were demolished, especially those in the vicinity of the ship 
houses. The upi>er story of the masthouse was finished for a rigging 
loft, and the blacksmith shop enlarged, two additions being built to 
it. Work was forwarded also, on the 74 and frigate in the ship house. 
In March Congress approi)riated $10,000 for improvement and rei)airs. 
The new brick quarters for warrant officers and ordinary were com- 
menced, and, including leveling, paving, etc., in front of the same, 
there was expended on them $6,490. 

September 1, 41 mechanics and laborers were employed. October 2, 
46; November 1, 25; December 1, 34. Naval Constructor John Floyd 
was added to the establishment of the yard, being the first naval con- 
structor regularly attached to it. The Concord was subsequently built 
under his supervision, and he continued on duty at the yard until his 
death, June 9, 1838, when he was succeeded by Naval Constructor 
John Lenthall, a new appointment. 

Capt. Crane was relieved by Capt. Charles G. Eidgeley as com- 
mandant in March, and Capt. Eidgeley was in turn relieved by Capt. 
John Orde Creighton on the 20th of November, who "was saluted 
with thirteen guns on landing." 

March 8 the Secretary informed the conmiandant " that it is con- 
trary to the regulations and practice of the service to allow the names 
of women to appear on the muster roll, and, however inconvenient it 
may be to the officers who require servants to employ men, the rule 
must be adhered to." 

May 18 the Navy commissioners visited the yard for the purpose of 
inspecting it, and the guns were prepared for a salute, but the wind 
being high they thought it not expedient to fire one. 

On the 22d of May Congress passed a resolution directing the Presi- 
dent " to cause an examination and accurate survey to be made by a 
skillful engineer for a site for a dry dock at the navy- yard at Ports- 
mouth, N. H. ; Charlestown, Mass. ; Brooklyn, N. Y., and Gosport, Va., 
and that such engineer be required to state the dimensions necessary 
for such docks, the advantages of each of the above-named i)laces for 
such establishment, the objections that apply to either, with a detailed 
estimate of the expense of a suitable site, and of constructing a dock 
at each of said places; and that the President be requested to com- 
municate the same to Congress in the first week of iv^^i 



62 HISTORY OF THE NAVY-YARD AT PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 

Loairniii Baldwin, esq., was appointed to make the surveys and sub- 
sequently superintended the building of the stone docks at Charles- 
town and Norfolk. On the 4th of September he completed his survey 
of the Portsmouth navy-yard and transmitted it to the Department. 

HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY- YARD, PORTSMOUTH, N. H., 1827 

TO 1842, INCLUSIVE. 

COMMAND ANTS-rAPT. JOUN ORDE CKKKmTON, 1826-'28: ('APT. JOHN D. HEXLFA', 
1828-';J2; CAT»T. AVILLIAM M. CKANE, 1832-40; CAPT. JOHN D. SLOAT, 1840-43. 

1827. On the 10th of January, 1827, the Secretary of the Xavy pre- 
sented to Congriess a plan of the Portsmouth navy-yard, drawn from 
a survey under the directions of Loamini Baldwin, esq., together with 
a report from that gentleman, in which he says: " Upon the plan is rep- 
resented the whole island on which the yard is established, with i^art 
of Jenkins (Seaveys) Island to the southward of the channel between 
them. All the houses, shops, and other buildings are represented in 
accurate scales from careful surveys, together with the depth of water 
below ordiiuiry high tide when the examinations were made. The 
whole isliind appears to be composed of loose stratified rock, covered 
with a thin coat of soil, but of variable thickness. Most of the channel 
between the islands has a rocky bottom, and it projects to the edge of 
the water along the shore, from the blacksmith's shox) around to the 
oflice. The whole channel was sounded from the end of the wliarf at 
the ship house to the lower end, nearly in front of the marine barracks. 
The soundings were taken every 30 feet at the crossing of the two sets 
of i)arallel lines drawn at right angles. Some of these are marked on 
the plan in feet and inches, which in this and all other cases where not 
indicated, were taken from the level of ordinary high water. Similar 
soundings at the crossings of lines at right angles with each other every 
30 feet were obtained in the cove between the shii) house No. 2 and the 
office. A few of these only are noted in the drawing, and the bottom, 
like the steep high shore wliich surrounds it, is rock. 

Four places were examined as sites for a dry dock. The first is 
shown on the plan at B, east of the ship house No. 1, and the founda- 
tion would be on rock, partly in the channel and partly in the upland 
toward the ship house. The second was in ship house No. 1. The loss 
of the ship house, the expense of excavation, and the clearing away the 
rock and eai th at the head of the dock forbid the selection of this site. 
The third was at the cove between the shij) house No. 2 and the office, 
where a dock might be built, but with difficulty. The fourth place ex- 
amined was bciliind the office in the timber dock, which M as considered 
preferable to other places." (See report, p. 812, Vol. ii, Naval Affairs, 
American State Papers.) 

His estimated cost of a dry dock at Portsmouth was $349,570.70. 
whicli was jirobably an underestimate, as the Boston dock cost $550,000 
and the Norfolk dock about ^OOOjOOO. 



HISTORY OF THE NAVY-YARD AT PORTSlNrOUTH, N. H. 53 



On the M of Mtircli Congress passed an act which antlioi i/cd the 
Pj'esidtMit to cause tlie navy-yards of the Ignited States to be thor- 
oughly examined, and plans to be prepared and sanctioned by the 
President for the improvement of the same and the preserv'ation of the 
public property therein, from which plans no deviation shall hereafter 
be made but by his si)ecial order, and the plan submitted in January 
by Mr. Baldwin for the Portsmouth navy-yard was adopted by the 
President. 

The regular and systematic development and improvement of the 
Portsnnrnth navy-yard may be said to have commenced from this order, 
the earlier improvements when not in the way being incorporated in 
the new plan. Very little in the way of improvement was accomi)lished 
from 1827 to 1830 inclusive. The annual appropriations were general for 
all the yards, and the small proportion allotted tx) the PortsnKmth yard 
barely sufficed for its general maintenance, and to keep it in order. In 
1830 $9,500 was appropriated for a timber shed, on sit<^.45, present plan, 
and it was built, and there was expended on it $9,346.50. Two others 
were built between 1828 and 1830, on sites 46 and 48,i>resentplan, and 
at about the same cost. 

On February 20, 1827, the Secretary, in reply to Capt. Creighton's 
request that he would allow woolen carpets instead of oil or painted 
carpets for the commandant's house, says, The Hoor cloths being de- 
signed as a i>ermanent appendage to the house, the alteration you sug- 
gest can not be made at Portsmouth without making it elsewhere," so 
the commandant probably had to be content with cold floors in the 
severe winter climate of that region, as he made the request on February 
12, when the thermometer, accordiixg to the yard journal, sunk to 12^ 
below zero. 

The yard journal in 1827 commences to record the numl>er of mechan- 
ics, laborers, and ordinary men employed each day in the yard, and a 
tableof thenumberof men employed on thefirst day of each month from 
1827 to 1876 inclusive, compiled from this source will be found in the 
appendix. 

April 13, 1827, the commissioners. Commodores Bainbridge, Chaun- 
cey, and Morris, visited the yard, and their salute was dispensed with 
on account of the high wind. August 10 they, in company with Mr. 
Baldwin and assisted by the ordinary men, were engaged in sounding 
in the vicinity of the yard. 

April 6, sailing master Nathaniel Stoodley, who had been connect^ed 
with the yard since February, 1812, for over fifteen years and from the 
commencement of its naval organization, resigned his warrant and left 
the service. 

In the spring of 1827 the foundation for four brick buildings for offi- 
cers' (|uarters was commenced. Work was continued on the block for 
waiTant officers and ordinary men. The leveling for the purpose of 
building the banacks was completed, and tiie iovsLxAsaXKov^. \iiv^. 
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building for the ordinary men of the yard was finished in 1828, and was 
large enough to acconiuiodate two hundred men. The grouiida were lev- 
eled and fenced in. 

March 19, 1827, the keel of the sloop of war Concord was laid at the 
slip whence the Porpoise was launched, and on the 24th day of Septem- 
ber she was launched; the day was a fine one and a croisvd assembled 
to witness her baptism. A little past 12 m. she glided beautifully into 
her destined element, and was christened by a young lady of Ports- 
mouth. A draft of 100 seamen was sent for to equip her, as all the rig- 
ging and masting was done by the men who were to sail in the ship. 
They came from the receiving ship Independence^ in Boston, and were 
the first to occupy the new quarters, which they named the Sailor's 
Snug Harbor. This name it retained until converted into quarters for 
the warrant officers, and in many papers from the Department this 
name is mentioned in connection with the building. 

The Concord cost when ready for sea $115,325. Her repairs to 1843 
when she was lost on the east coast of Africa had cost $72,796.52. 

Her commander, William G. Boerum, and Mr. Hart, her purser, were 
drowned at the time of her loss. There was considerable rivalry in 
building these ships at the several yards, and acicurate accounts of their 
cost were kept and exchanged between the commandants. Commodore 
Bainbridge wrote from Philadeli)hia to obtain the cost of the Concord^ 
and promised to furnish the cost of the Vandaliaj building at Phila- 
delphia. Commodore Morris asked for the same information, and sent 
a tabular statement of the cost of the Falmouth when ready for sea. 
The Concord did not get to sea un til late in 1830. I have been unable 
to obtain the particulars of her cost, though I have given what her total 
cost is known to have been, that is, $115,325, or $5,659 less than the 
Boston-built ship which is here given. This exhibit is curious and in- 
teresting, showing as it does to the minutest particular the cost of a ship 
of war of that class when ready for sea half a century ago, and the 
prices of labor and material at that time. 

Cost of materials used in building and equipping the United States sloop of war Falmouth^ 
commenced building at the United States navy-yard, Charlestown, Mass., on the 6th day 
of December, 1826^ and launched on the Sd day of November y 18S7 ; sailed 20th Janu* 
ary, 1828 (66^ tons). 



HULL OF SIUP. 



8,748 cubic feet molded live-oak timber 

1,317|- cubic feet promiscuous live-oak timber 

66 cubic foet live-oak knees (4) 

2,379 cubic feet white-oak timber 

155 white-oak knees 

16 hackmatack knees 

75,516 superficial feet white-oak plank 

3,449 cubic feet yellow-pine timber 

38^337 superficial feet yellow-pine plank 

1^571 super Acial feet aab plank 



$10, 322. 64 
1,054. 14 



3, 017.79 
1,450.74 
1,532.28 



99.00 
747.54 
775.00 

32.00 



cubic feet white-pine timber 
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21,969 superficial feet white-pine plauk aud hoards $730. 37 

148 feet mahogany 40. 36 

564 feet elm plank 14. 10 

178 feet maple boards 4. 45 

120 feet rock maple 36. 00 

5,631 locust treenails 106. 98 ^' 

21,498 pounds holt copper 6, 159. 12 

16,066 pounds sheet copper, 1,991 sliects 4, 334. 00 

1,324 pounds sheathing nails 390. 66 : 

4,767 pounds composition work 1, 479. 11 

384 pounds brass capstan rim 203. 05 

50 pounds stem nails 14. 00 

180 pounds spike copper and spikes 57. 67 

78,240 pounds iron 4, 069. 85 

4,308 pounds lead : 362. 06 

Corey Cook's bill for manufacturing spikes 596. 20 

2,033 pounds sheet lead . . ♦ 178. 42 

615 pounds whiting 6. 03 

3,003 pounds paints ^ 297. 10 

70 gallons linseed oil 59. 50 

12 packs gold leaf 1 102. 00 

7,594 pounds oakum 708. 90 

34 barrels pitch, tar, and turpentine 74. 33 

55 pounds tallow 5. 75 

8 pounds mop yarn 7. 00 

1 wheel and standard 135. 51 

2 binnacles 70.00 

1 box tin ($13.50) aud 57 feet lead pipe ($32.84) 46. 34 

30 hogsheads salt 142. 50 

270 lights of glass 55. 60 

50 feet crown glass 6. 50 

267 pounds cast iron 16. 02 

1,160 pounds wrought nails 189. 35 

500 pounds cut nails 35. 00 

All other articles of hardware 366. 46 

$20,329.56 

Labor of carpenters, number of days, 9, 1 13^ 12, 879. 06f 

Labor of laborers, number of days, 737i 737. 25 

Labor of blacksmiths, number of days, 2,458f 3, 200. 78f 

Labor of joiners, number of days, 2,685^: 3, 892. 38i 

Labor of sawyers, number of days, 365f 473. 86| 

Labor of painters, number of days, 269f 522. 49f 

Labor of calkers, number of days, 941^ 1, 618. 78i 

Labor of common laborers, number of days, 80^^ 79. 54 

23,404.17 

MASTS AND SPARS. 

Timber for foremast 244. 55 

Timber for mainmast 326. 31 

Timber for mizzenmast 108. 04 

Timber for bowsprit 146. 00 

Timber for main topgallant mast, main and fore yards 222. 50 

Timber lor all other spars 481 . 44 

336 pounds white lead 39. 00 

20 gallons linseed oil 17. 00 

5,594 pounds of iron 251.73 

LBhor, number of days, 594i \^^^.^ 
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WATElt CASKS. 



3,500 wlutc-oak staves $367. 50 

1,392 wLite-oak headings 140. 94 

30 chaVs, containing 4,500 gallons 377. 45 

10,356 ponnds hoop iion 602. 34 

5 bnoys, lianie^s casks, grog tubs, hoi-se buckets 25. 00 

E. Vinton's bill for making 94 casks, containing 14,000 gal- 
lons, at 2^ cents per gallon 350. 00 

$1,863.23 

Labor 6. 75 

8 anchors, weighing 17,039 pounds 2, 034. 07 

CABLES AND HAWSERS. 

3 16-inch cables, weighing 21,504 pounds 2, 580. 48 

1 10-inch cable, weighing 2,800 pounds 336. 00 

1 10-inch messenger, weighing 933 pounds 116.62 

3 5, 6, and 7 inch haw^sers, weighing 3,080 pounds 369.60 

2 4 and 5 incli towlincs, weighing 1,015 pounds 121. 80 

1 If-inch English eliain cable, 90 fathoms, 9,927 pounds* ... 1, 046. 00 

4,570.50 

112,013 pounds iron kentledge 2, 000. 26 

1 cauiboose 1, 422. 90 

1 l)ell, 85 pounds 29. 75 

3,452.91 

BOATS AND OARS. 

825 feet cedar 51. 56 

50 cubic feet white-oak timber 17. 00 

50 cubic feet white-oak knees 250. 00 

400 superficial feet cedar boards 10. 00 

38 cubic feet white-pine timber 9.50 

1,150 8ui>erficial feet yellow-pine boards 40. 00 

2,155 superficial feet wiiite-oak boards and plank 86. 20 

111 pounds iron 6. 66 

20 pounds cotton 3. 00 

23^ pounds composition rowlocks 1 6. 65 

5 composition rowlocks 2. 00 

90 pounds composition nails 25.00 

160 pounds copper nails 72. 00 

48 pounds deck nails 13. 44 

42 pounds boat rivets 11. 24 

30 pounds composition rivet nails 8. 40 

7 M cox)per tacks 2. 75 

1,306 feet oar rafters 36. 50 

657. 96 

Labor, 594^ days 980. 58| 

SAILS. 

81 bolts No. 1 American canvas, 18 1, 408. 50 

58 bolts No. 2 American canvas, 171 1, 015. 00 

37 bolts No. 3 American canvas, 17 629. 00 



* It will be observed she was equipped with but one chain cable, and that only 90 
fathoma long, and manufactured iu England. 
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19 bolts Nf>. 4 American caiiva.s, 104 $313. 00 

7 bolte No. 5 Aiuoricaii canvas, 16 112. 00 

33 boliH No. 6 American canvnH, 15^ 511. 50 

22 boltfi No. 7 American canvas, 15 cenfs 330. 00 

15 bolts No. 8 American canvas, 11^ cents 217. 50 

1 bolt raven's duck * 7. 50 

All other articles 518. 63 

$5,152.63 

Labor, number of days, 890f 1, 317. 28i 

HAMMOCKS, BAGS, ETC. 

30 bolts English sailcloth ^. 501. 00 

16 bolts raven's dnck 98. 63 

24 bolts Russia duck 246. 50 

7 bolts No. 8 American duck 101. 50 

5 bolts No. 7 American duck 75. 00 

37 bolts No. 6 American duck 575. 00 

1,597.63 

ORDNANCE AND ORDNANCE STOKES. 

24 24-ponnder medium guns, weighing 85,393 pounds .5, 265. 90 

642 cubic feet white oak- timber, for gun carriages 160. 50 

2,521 pouncbi cordage, 6, 7, and 8 inch, for breecliiugs 282. 37 

1,280 42-pouuder round shot 1, 097. 14 

500 24-pounder grape, in stands 481. 25 

250 24-pounder grape stools 120. 00 

960 flannel cylinders 172. 80 

150 cutlasses 410.00 

80 pistols 347.00 

20 fire buckets 95. 00 

350 pounds match rox^o 87. 50 

100 barrels cannon and pri mi ng powder 1, 950. 00 

1,857 pounds lead for aprons 129. 99 

Corey Cook's bill tor manufacturing aprons 138. 35 

5 magnifying Lanthorn's lamps 185. 00 

1 magazine Lanthorn's 48. 00 

1 boat's magazine 15. 00 

1 cojiper water trough an<l coi>i)cr funnel 50.00 

4 binnacle lamps 6. 00 

3 gross lampwicks, scissors, sun tiers, and flasher 13. 15 

33 large cannon locks 237. 50 

250 24-pounder caunister shot 217. 88 

2 boxes tin for making eaunisters 29. 00 

Rocket molds, copper measurers, etc 184. 07 

11,923.40 

Labor, 36 days l:>0. 81^ 

BLOCKS. 

d47 superficial feet elm. boards and plank 23. 67 

6 cubic feet elm timber 1. 80 

4 tons lignum-vitu) .19. 17 

1,982| pounds composition she.-ives an<l (;ogs 557. 72 

6,595 pounds iron 296. 77 

Labor, 766* days , \,\:1SJ.,^)5^\ 
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STANDING AND RUNNIN(1 RIGGING. 

28,465 ponnds rigging $3, 234. 07 

All other articles 730. 27 

$3,964.94. 

Labor, 265f days 398. 62i 

SPAKE STORES OF EVERY DESCRIPTION IN DIFFERENl' DEPARTMENTS. 

Masters 1,217.22 

Boatswains 1,391.26 

Gunners 729.37 

Sailniakers 600.23 

Cari^enters 809. 90 

Pursers 229.76 

Candles and firewood 302. 87 

Cabin furniture 383. 90 

Wardroom furniture 204. 00 

Steerage furniture 20. 00 

Slop clothing, provisions, etc 7, 733. 99 

Cooks' dei>artment 54.50 

Medicines and hospital stores 539. 76 

14,216.76 



121,064.46^ 

RECAPITULATION. 

Hull of sloop 40,253.31 

Labor of carpenters 12, 879. 06^ 

Labor of laborers 737. 25 

Labor of blacksmiths 3, 200. 78f 

Labor of joiners 3, 892. 38i 

Labor of sawyers 473. 86f 

Labor of painters 522. 49f 

Labor of calkers 1, 618. 78i 

Labor of common laborers 79. 54 

Masts and spars 1, 836. 57 

Labor, masts and spars 1, 264. 90^- 

Water casks 1, 863. 23 

Labor, water casks 6. 75 

Anchors 2, 034. 07 

Cables and hawsers 4, 570. 50 

Kentledge and camboose 3, 452. 91 

Boats and oars 657.96 

Labor, boats and oars 990. 58f 

Sails 5, 152. 63 

Labor, sails 1, 317. 28J 

Hammocks, bags 1, 597. 63 

Ordnance and ordnance stores 11, 923. 40 

Labor, ordnance and ordnance stores 120. 81^ 

Blocks 929.13 

Labor, blocks 1, 128. 29^ 

Standing and runniug rigging 3, 964. 94 

Labor, standing and running rigging 398. 62i 

Spare stores of every description « 14,216.76 



121,084.46^ 
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1828. March 19, 1828, two watclimen were employed by order of 
the navy commissioners, and in November they wrote " If the marines 
are withdrawn not more than 10 watchmen can be allowed, who are to 
give security for the ftiithful and punctual discharge of their duty, and 
in case of sickness they must provide a substitute." The security re- 
quired, we learn by another letter, was " a bond to the amount of 
$300/' These were the first watchmen employed at the Portsmouth 
navy-yard. In August Capt. J. D. Henley reheved Gapt. Creighton as 
conunandant and in September received a leave of absence for the pur- 
pose of removing his family from Baltimore. 

May 24 the pay of lieutenants in the Navy was increased $10 a 
month and one additional rati#n per day in addition to previous pay 
and allowances. 

•Navy Agent Enoch G. Parrott died June 15, 1828, and was succeeded 
by John N. Sherburne appointed July 11. July 7 Purser Nathaniel 
Lyde, who had been purser of the yard over thirteen years, or since 
1816, died, and was succeeded by Purser Gharles O. Handy, who was 
in a few weeks ordered to the Oonstellation^ and Purser Joseph H.Terry 
took his place at the yard. 

In October the Secretary wrote: "Mr. Davis has been denied access 
to the yard in his official capacity of deputy sheriff. If he makes an- 
other attempt in his official capacity you will please admit him." 

On the 21st of November the yard was visited by one of the most 
severe gales of wind ever experienced in Portsmouth Harbor, Much 
damage was done to the slated roofs in the yard, the timber dock also 
was damaged, and a large portion of the " Old elm tree " in the com- 
mandant's grounds was torn away. 

Sometime during the year Elias W. Chase, an ordinary seaman be- 
longing to the yard, was tried by a naval court-martial for desertion 
and sentenced "to be flogged with thirty-nine lashes of the cat-o'-nine- 
tails on his bare back and to be discharged from the service.'' The 
sentence was duly executed on the green before the men's quarters. 

1829. By a survey on the Government stores in the yard in 1829 



there was found to be on hand, under the head of— 

Increase $290,926.00 

Ten sloops 46, 610. 34 

Repairs 36,171.65 

Improvements 8, 459. 22 



Total value of Govenuneiit stores in the yiird 382, 167. 21 

I^ovember 1, 1831, there was another survey, and the value of stores 
then on hand was: 

Bepairs $25,063.23 

Increase 195, 869. 13 

Gradual improvements 10, 699. 06 

Ten sloops 11,006.31 

Ordnance Y^^^'m,'^*^ 



Total ^^^,sra.^ 
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February 22, 182t>, a saluk> of sevontc(»ii g\u\H was llrcd and colors 
were boistcnl on botnd the Coneord^ and sLc was dressed with flags. 

March ;3 thirt(?en luinnte gnns were fired in respe<^t to tlie memory of 
Commodore Tin<?ey, who died on the 2M nltim(T, and the colors were 
displaye^l on the yard statt* and on l)oard the Coneord at half mast, 

Mareh 9 the Hon. John Branch, of Xorth Carolina, succeeded Mr, 
Sonthard as Secretary of the i^'avy. 

Ai>ril 30 percussion locks wiw. fitted on the cannon for the Concord. 

On tlie 15th of June Lieut. Augustus Cutts was buried with the 
military honors due his rank. 

1830. In 1S30 $9,500 was appropriates! for building a timber shed on 
site 43 (i)resent plan), and it was compkted in 1831, making the fourth 
that had been built. Tliese sheds are each 200 feet long, 05 feet wide, 
and 15 f(H»t to the eaves. The roofs are slated and supported by stotie 
pillars from the door^^osts, 10 fecit apart. 

The Concord was fitttnl up by ordc^rs from Wtisliington to receive the 
Hon. elohn Kandolph, of Koanoke, our minist(^r to Russia, and saUed 
June 14 for Norfolk, Va., where she received hiui on l>oard, Capt. 
Henley, the commandant of the yard, taking passage in her to I^or- 
folk. Master Commandant G. W. Storer commanding temporarily 
during his absence. 

The 12th of February was a cold day and a boat was sent from the 
yard to relieve a canoe containing a man and a woman inclosed in the 
ice and unable to extricate themselves. The boat returned with the 
man, woman, an<l canoe. 

The 4th of July occurring on Sunday this j'^ear, a salute of seventeen 
guns was fired on Monday, and on llie 23d of »lnly the yard journal 
records the " teamsters cutting thistl(^s in the yard." 

1831. The commissioners' estimates tor improvements and needed 



repairs for 1831 were: 

For tiiiihcr sIumI and sail loft on sifeO or 12 (plan 1S27) \.. $12,000.00 

For repairing tiinlK'r and Mpar docks anil east wliarf 3, IGO. 00 

For re]>airin«j: soutli wliarf and strnij^tlnMiinj; liriil^ri' 659.26 

For n*pairiii«r old ship lionsc 120.50 

For r<'i)airint»- o(ii<M'rs' quarters and stabli^ for oxi"n 500.00 



Total 16,439.76 



The estiinai(Hl cost of tin* establi.shnient, naval, ordinary, and civil, 
for the year 1831, was $20,714.25. 

On the 5th of August the commissioners authorized a timber she<l 
to be built by the day on site Xo. (J, '^bnt the cost must not exceed 
$0,500," which was the average cost of the sheds previously built. 

P'ebrnary 4 the yard Journal says: ''Broke <mt the banks with a 
snow i)louj»h," and February 22, ^' Fired the usual salute." 

May 23, 1831, the Hon. Levi Woodbury, of VN^ew Hampshire, succeeded 
the Hon. John Bran(;h as Secretary of the i^avy. 
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1832. The commissioners' estimate for improvements and repairs 



this year were: 

For a store (of brick) $12,435.00 

For a saw shod (of brick) 2, 5S0. 94 

For ofticerH* quarters (of brick) for lieutenant and surgeon 15, 000. 00 

For lock piers for securing timber in timber dock 2, 500. 00 

For com])letiDg timber shed No. 6, and for leveling in front of officers' 

quarters - 1, 700. 00 

For enlarging and repairing west wharf; completing east wharf and 



spar dock; shingling and repairing s]>ar house and rigging loft ; paint- 
ing shiphouses Nos. 1 and 2; repairing and painting conunandant's 
honsC; back buildings, and fences; repairing lodge, an<l leveling 
around the same 6, 918. 26 

Total 41,134.20 

And that amount was appropriated by (Jon^ress February 24, 1832. 

The estimated cost of the establishment for 1S;$2 was $24,()4(). The 
brick quarters for the lieutenant and surgeon were completed in 1834, 
at a cost of $15,272.42; and the anumnt expended on the iinprov(mients 
of the yard for the year ending September 30, 1832, was $35,090.83. 

Iron water tanks were first introduced into tlie service this year, and 
$131,705 was appropriated to furnish them to vessels of war in com- 
mission. 

In August the sloop of war Fmm^>^^^v arrived from a cruise in the 
West Indies, under the command of E. li, Shubrick. This was the first 
ship of wai* that had arrived at the yard to be paid off since the war of 
1812-'14. In December the Concord arrived and was paid off, and both 
ships were placed in ordinary. 

In September Capt. Henley was detached, and Master Commandant 
Daniel Turner, the executive officer, was left temporarily in command 
of the yard until the 0th of October, when he was relieved by Capt. 
William M. Crane, who had again received the appointment of com- 
mandant. 

The following letter fnmi Capt. Crane to Capt. Turner will illustrate 
the difficulties of travel from Korfolk to Portsmouth as late as 1832: 

NuKFoLK, Va., Augustus, JS,V, 
MyDkarSir: Ihave jnat learnt from Lieutenant AValdron that Ci\])i. }fenl<*y 
contemplates chartering a vessel and bringinj^ Ihh family to this place by sea; should 
he do this in a good schooner (my wife will not trust herself in a sloop) that has com- 
fortable accommodations I will, with my goods and chattels, embark in her for Ports- 
mouth. Tliere will be my wife and self, one male and two female domestics, witli 
funiiture, &c., but not enough of the latter to comi)leto a cargo; therefore if the 
maiiter of the packet tlumght proper he could till up with Hour or other articles from 
this place, as I before stated to you. I am ordere^l to Ix^ at Portsmouth by the 10th 
of September, but I can probably have the time prolonged if this arrangement takes 
place. If there is a spare medical officer on your station, it would be well for Henley 
to induce him to take passage, and return with me. 1 am sure if Doctor riumstea<l 
is diaougaged he would volunteer for this occasion. 1 Khali feel greatly obliged if 
you will have the house put in good order for our reception. We can occupy it in 18 
houis after our arrival. Please scud a copy of Ih^ tt\]Li\vb^ i\im\Vi^vi»\»v>\^^*4k\issr^'^^^ 
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iiuMit, in case any of it rIiouM i tMpiin) to hv rcplaooil. The Secretary will then have 
time to aiitliorizo it. I am truly unxiouH to l>v with you in time to prepare for cold 
wt'atlu^r. I am lia])])y to Htate that the epidemic * which prevailed here has very 
much lessened, and strung liopes are entertained of returning health to the commu- 
nity. 

Will you allow nie to hear from you on tliese matters as early as couvenientf The 
Vandalia. 1 understand, is preparing for sea siTvico at the Gosport yard; a crew is in 
readiness, and I suppose tlie shi]) will be so iu a short time. Captain Badd^ itia 
stated, is appointed to command her. 
With regsird, youra truly, 

W. M. Cbane. 

Capt. U. Turner, 

U, S. .Vary, Portsmouth, X, IT, 

He appears, however, to Lave found other means of getting to Ports- 
mouth, for he writes: 

Boston, Sundajf, October 7, 
Dkau Sir: Wo aro thus far on our way to Portsmouth. My wife, Lewis Warring- 
ton, jr., one nuin, and two women (colored servants) aro with me. If it does not 
storm lieavily I expect to be at Portsmouth to-morrow evening, as I have chartered 
a stages <'t)ach. Will you do us the favor to ask Mrs. St<;vens (I think this is the 
lady's name) if she can acconniiodate us for a short time? Wo leave here at 10 a. m. 
unless tlie storm sliuuld prove severe. We don't mind a moderate gale. 
Truly yours, 

W. M. 

Capt. Turner, 

Z7. S. Navy, PortHmonth, 

1833. The winter of 18.'i2-'33 was one of unusual severity, and all 
work out of doors was in a ^.n eat measure suspended until the month of 
April, when, in compliance with orders ri'c'eived from the Department, 
a brick dwelling house was commenced on a line with and to the east- 
ward of the quarters (C and D) already built for the lieutenant and 
surgeon, and it is now designated E and F on the plan of the yard. It 
was a double building like that already built, and intended as quarters 
for the purser and master. It was complet<Hl in December, at a cost of 
$14,980.20 J. A subseciuent appropriation of $2,700 was granted for 
outbuilding, fences, grading, etc., around these quarters, 

Tlie comraissionerB t'stiniatod, and Congress appropriated, February 20, 1833, for 



rei»airs and improvement, viz: 

Towards the erection of officers' quarters on site 2 $15^ 000 

For new roofs to winj; of sliij) houHo 2, repairing foundation, ete 1, 452 

For laying new platform un<ler frigate Sahin in ship house No. 2 910 

For hiying new jdatform at w<^st end of briek store, making new crane, and 

underpinning old mast and spar shed 1^ 162 

For leveling yard 3, 000 



Total 21,524 



The estimated cost of the establishment (naval, ordinary, and civil) 
for the year 1833 was $22,825.25. 



* Asiatic cholera. 
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The amount e^fpended for improvements in the yard during the year 
ending September 30, 1833, was $33,441.05. 

The Vificennes was fitted out, put in commission, and sailed from the 
yard, 

1834. During the year 1834 many improvements were made in the 
yard; extensive repairs were made to the bridge leading from the navy- 
yard to Kittery, it having become much decayed from nine years' wear 
and use. Forty thousand seven hundred dollars was appropriated Jan- 



uary 24 for the following estimated objects : 

Towards building a ship house on site 4 (now No. 53) $20, 000 

To building a steam box house 1, 600 

To purchase and repair of fire engine and a platform balance 1, 450 

To completing oflScers' quarters and appendages 2, 700 

For extending and repairing timber dock 1, 650 

For improving and repairing wharves, platform, and bridges 6, 650 

For improving and repairing two shiphouses and other buildings 6, 650 



Total 40,700 



Of this amount and for these objects there was expended during the 
year ending September 30, 1834, $27,279.71. 

The estimated cost of the establishment for the year (naval, ordinary, 
and civil) was $22,825.26. 

April 28 Capt. Crane ordered a meteorological journal to be kept 
and monthly reports forwarded to the Department. In May he was 
authorized to enlist two seamen and two ordinary seamen additional for 
the ordinary. The sloop of war Concord was equipped and sailed on a 
cruise, and the sloop of war Lexington^ Capt. McKeever, arrived from 
one and was put out of commission. A rendezvous was opened to en- 
list a crew for the Concord, and was closed by order June 1, A tire 
engine and hose was bought for $1,696.75, which was above the esti- 
mate and amount appropriated for it. The lieutenant and surgeon 
moved into their new quarters and the old building, which had been oc- 
cupied by the lieutenant of the yard, was fitted up at small expense 
for a temporary hospital for the station. 

June 30, 1834, the Hon. Mahlon Dickerson, of New Jersey, succeeded 
the Hon. Levi Woodbury as Secretary of the Navy. 

Lieut. Joseph Cutts, attached to the ordinary of the yard, who had 
. for some time shown signs of mental alienation, shot himself through 
the head on the 26th of September. His death cast a gloom over the 
yard, as he was much respected. 

1835. In 1835 the ship house had advanced so rapidly toward com- 
pletion that preparations were made to build a ship in it. In 1834 an 
appropriation was made to build a frigate to be called the Paul Jones. 
Timber was collected for her and her keel was laid under this ship house 
in 1837, but was taken down to make room for the sloop of war Prehle, 
and never again raised, the appropriation having lapsed or been used 
for other purposes. 



64 HISTOKY OF TllK NAVY-YARD AT PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 



h) ^larch, l<s:;5, an iK't wa>8 passed ro^ulatinp: auil iiicreaHing the pay 
of all oflU'ersof theXavy, in lieu of all allowances hitherto panted, 
exceptin^jf for travdin^^ oxi)rnses, for which 10 cents ainile was allowed 
when travolin^x under orders. 

May 5, is:;5, observations of the tides at the yai-d were ordered. 
Oetober 27 funeral honors were ordered in memory of Gommo<lore Wol- 
eoti Chauneey, deceased. 

Di^cenilxM' 11, IStT), the marines were ordered to hold themselves in 
rea<lim^ss for service in Florida. 

Tliirty-nine (liousand nine hundred and twenty-five dollars was esti- 
nuited for the rei)airs and improvement of the yard, and that amount 
was api)roi)riated by Con<;Tess, February 13, 1835, for the following 
objects ; 

For c(>uiplrtiii»r slii]> hoiiso on Kit*' 1 (5i)) $31, 000 

F(H' raisiii^^ ihv Imrrarks lor the onliiiary anotlier Rtory 4,000 

Vor «'iilMr;^iii«; and ropaiiiiijx l)Ia<'ksiiiitli Hliop 825 

For rcpairin;; and funiisliiiif^ the buildinj? tor hospital 350 

For tho yard 2,000 

For rui>airin;; (h»cks, wharvos, buildnif^fH, and all other puri)OMC8 1,750 

Total 39,925 

The estimated cost of the establishment, naval, ordinary, and chil, 
was M23,« 18.25. 

The amount expended for improvement of the yard for the year end- 
uiii September 30, 1835, was $21,897, U. 

1836. In 183() the entire nuirine force of the yard, with the excep- 
tion of a sergeant- s guard, was ordered to duty with the xVrmy in Flor- 
i<la against the Creek Indians, and in June the Secretaiy directed the 
employment of a suitable number of watchmen upon the most reasona- 
ble terms. On the 11th of June he approved of the commandant'8 hav- 
ing engaged 1 watchmen at $28 per month. In September Purser 
rJoseph Wilson, who had been purser of the yai'd since 1833, was re- 
lieved by Purser Benjamin 1. Cahoone. 

The barracks of the ordinary were raised one story and made into 
dwellings for the boatswain, gunner, carpenter, and sailmaker this yeiir. 

The amount estimated for improvement and repairs and appropri- 
ated May 14, 183(), wtis: 

For buildinj^ timber sluid $18,000 

Toward masl and boat house 25,000 

For a tiinbiM- dock 20, 000 

For repairs of all kinds 4, 000 

Total 67,000 

The amount exi>ended for these objects and for others previously 
appropriated for the year ending September 30, 1836, was, however, 
only $18,880.17. 

The estimated cost of the establishment for the year 1830 was 
»23,73y.76. 
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1837. In 1837 the title of master commaudant," was changed by 
act of Congress to that of " commander, " and sailingmasters were hence- 
forth to be known as and styled " masters. " 

The Lexington and Concord were both fitted for sea and sailed from 
the yard in 1837. The estimated expense of the establishment w^as the 
same as the year preceding. 

The estimates for improvement and repairs, and the amount appro- 
priated March 3, 1837, were: 



For completiug ship house, No. 4 $5, 000 

For timber dock, No. 9 5, 000 

For mast aod boat house, No. 15 25, 000 

ForfiHiug low grounds about different buildings 6, 500 

For repair of ship houses, bridges, and other objects ; . 6, 200 



Total.. 47,700 



The amount expended on these objects, and for others before appro- 
priated for, dnrii^ the year ending September 30, 1837, was $110,040.14. 

1838. In 1838 the new ship house, l^o. 53, was completed, its whole 
cost being $71,000, and in April the keel of the sloop of war Frehle was 
laid in it. On the 14th of April i^^aval Constructor John Floyd, who 
had been attached to the yard since 1826, died very suddenly of fever, 
occasioned by a severe cold caught when laying the keel and setting 
up the frame of the new sloop of war. He was succeeded by Naval 
Constructor Samuel M. Pook, who reported in November. 

The estimate for the establishment was the same as for the preceding 
yeai'. 

The amount estimated for improvements and repairs, and appropri- 



ated May 31, 1838, was: 

For securing and extending wharves $15, 000 

For building brick steam box house .• 2, 200 

For stone foundations under Alabama 74 1, 400 

For repairs of all kinds 1, 400 



Total 20, 000 



The amount expended during the year ending September 30, 1838, 
was $28,164.31. 

June 25, 1838, the Hon. James K, Paulding succeeded Hon. M. Dick- 
erson as Secretary of the 'NsLvy. 

In 1838 Lieut, John C. Long, having been promoted to commander, 
remained attached to the yard, relieving Commander Voorhces as cap- 
tain of the yard, and Lieut. George F. Pearson was ordered to assume 
the duties of Executive, 

1839. Thursday, June 13, 1839, the sloop of war Preble was launched. 
The launching of this Uttle sloop of war brought a great concourse of 
people into the yard and in its neighborhood. The house in which she 
was constructed being one of thehirgest in the United States, aflbrded 
a fine opportunity from its galleries to observe the pre^^at^W^ ^s^v^st^jy*- 
2711 5 
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tioiis, while the thousands gathered ui>oii the bridge aud Borronnding 
eiuiiieuees had an unubstnicted view of her as she left the ways and 
ghded into the waters of tlie Piseataqna. She was not so large as the 
Concord^ the hist vessel launehed at the yard, her length on deck being 
only 1 17 feet, her breadth 32 feet, aud her depth 15 teet. Her burthen 
by old jueasurenieut was 500 tons. Tliough piereed for 20 gans, she 
was designed to carry only 10, viz: Fourteen 32-i)ouuder carronades 
and 2 long twelves; her complement of officers and crew being 175. She 
cost $112,782 when ready for sea. A newspaper of the day says: 

Slit' c'oinhinod in Iut const mot ion aU thc! rt'ceiit improveinonts iu sbipbuilding, one 
of wliirli wuH an adaptation of her keel to aUow of its Leiug parted with withont any 
mat erial det rinien t or danger to the body of tho veHKol. Everj' two frames were firmly 
nnited tojjether, h'avinjj a 8])ace of 8 inehofl between that aiid the next, so that the 
air couhl eirenlate freely aronnd ev»Ty timber from one end of the vessel to the 
other. The Htem, alHo, wa8 more within the planking than usual, giving the vessel 
greater Htrengtli and security. 

Her re])airs to 1850 had cost $44,949. She subsequently undcrweut 
further repairs. 

The Preble performed cruises ou most of our foreign stations^ was 
converted into a practice ship for midishix)men, did service iu the Gulf 
squadron durin}>" the civil Avar, and was accidentally destroyed by fire in 
the Bay of Pensacola, April 27, 18G3. 

No sooner was the Prehle launched than preparations were made to 
build a frigate to be called the Congress^ on the same ways, under the 
new ship-housi^ In 1834 au act was passed appropriating 1180,000 for 
rebuilding the frigate^ Congress, "no part of which was to be carried to 
the surplus lund." The old CongreM was subsequently broken up at 
Norfolk, Va., in 183(), and it was sup])osed the new shij> would be built 
there. The same day the act lor rebuilding the Congress was passed, 
the Secretary, by another act, was authorized to procure, "by the usual 
mod<»," the live oak frame for a frigate to be called the Paul JaneSy 
and the keel of a frigate to be so named was actually laid in the new 
ship-hoiiseatrortsmouth,but was taken down to give phice to the Pre6?e, 
and n<?ver again raised; and no frigate named for Paul JoneSj required 
by the act, has <»ver been built. 

No axition seems to have been taken with regard to rebuilding the 
Congress other than to collect the timber for the construction of a frig- 
ate* (and ju'obably that collected for the Paul Jones was used in her 
frame), until Angust,1839, when her keel was laid in the new ship-house 
and her consti lu tion rapidly pushed. She was a much larger ship than 
tin* old Congress, and every way a frigate of the first class of her tiuiey 
measuring 1,807 tons, which was 500 more than her predecessor of the 
same nami? and 300 nuue than the Consiitution, considered in the war 
of 1812-'14 a very heavy frigates, and by the British equal to one of 
their 74s. She w«as 190 feet in length on the spar deck, had 60 feet 
beam, and cost $399,088, and her repairs to 1850 amounted to $122,631. 
Her first cruise was to the Mediterranean in 1842-'43. She subsequently 
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made two cruises to the Brazils and one to the Pacific, and wound up 
her foreign service by another cruise to the Meditenanean. Finally, 
she was set on fire and destroyed by the rebel iron-clad Merrimac in the 
memorable conflict in Hampton Roads, Virginia, March 3, 18C2. 

For some time past a wharf had been in process of construction from 
the old ship-house to the eastward. It was built on a cob-work of 
timber, filled in with stone for a foundation, and upon that was laid a 
stone wall. On the 1st of August of this year a portion of the wall 
separated from the main body and fell into the river, carrying a laborer 
named Mugridge, belonging to Kittery, with it and slightly injuring 
another. No satisfactory cause for the accident was discovered, though 
it was supposed to be due to the giving away of the cob-work upon 
which the upper portion rested. Fears had for some time been enter- 
tained with regard to the eastern wall, but it was not until the morning 
of the accident that suspicions were had of this front section. On that 
morning, a cracking of the stone being heard by the workmen, Com- 
modore Crane personally inspected the work above water, while below 
the work was examined by the aid of a diving-bell, when it was found 
that fourteen stones, each 10 feet by 18 inches, had broken in two, 
although the under layers had not slipped from the rocky bottom on 
which the southeast comer was located, as had been supposed. 

About 100 feet of sea wall was destroyed by this accident. To guard 
against any in future of a like nature, the Department decided to add 
a civil engineer to the establishment of the yard, and employed Mr. 
Calvin Brown, the present (1877) civil engineer of the IMare Island 
navy-yard, as engineer and draftsman, at a pay of '*3 i)er day. In 
1844 he received $3.50 a day, with pay deducted when absent from 
sickness or other cause, and in 1844 asked that his ])ay might be in- 
creased to $5 per day, stating that in 1839 he received the same pay iis 
an assistant engineer. 

The amount estimatc^d for repairs and improvements in 1839, and ap- 
propriated for the following objects, was: 

Toward coin]>letiug Htoiie wharves $20, 000 

For building launching slip 7, 500 

For repairs of all kinds 2, 500 

Total 30, 000 

The amount expended for the year ending September 30, 1839, was 
$38,114.38. 

1840. In 1840 the amount appropriatiul for iinprovenients and re- 
pairs was $20,000, and the amount expended to September 30 was 
$16,871.75. 

April 2, the President issued an order regulating the hours of labor 
in the several navy-yards. 

In the summer of 1840 a portion of the West India squadron, under 
the command of Commodore William B, 8\iu\iY\v!,V.^ ^qw^y^xIw^n^ viS. 
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fripitt* Mnvedonm and sUx)ps of war Levant and Erie^ arrived from a 
cruise to the eastward, and after remaining a few days sailed for Bos- 
ton. 

An act was passed on the 30tli of July, 1840, making it the duty of 
tbc S(»crctaiy of the Navy to i»resent an annual report to Congress 
showiufx **thc amount expended during the ])receding fiscal year for 
wages of meehanies and laborers eni]>loyed in building, repairing, or 
equipi>ing vessels of the Navy, or in receiving or securing stores and 
materials for those pur])oses, and for the purchase of material and stores 
for the same pnri)osi^s; and showing the cost or estimated value of the 
stores on hand, under that a])propriation, in the navy- yards at the com- 
meneenient of the next preceding fiscal year; and the cost or estimated 
value of the artich^s received and ex[)ended during the year; and the 
cost or estimated value of the articles belonging to this appropriation 
which may be on hand in the navy-yards at the close of the next pre- 
ceding fiscal year." I^y a return made by the Navy Commissioners in 
accordance with this law we find that during the year ending Septem- 
Imt 30, 1S41, there was performed at Portsmouth twenty-three thou- 
sand one hundred and t'orty-nine days' labor, at a cost of $33,103.94, 
being an average of *1.43 per diem each man, and that there was on 
hand at the commencement of the fiscal year stores and material to the 
value of $6(M),()54. There was received $ 157,091 and exjwnded $125,495, 
leaving stores and material on hand valued at $641,650. 

Commodore Crane, who had been tlieconimandantfor seven years, since 
()ctob<*r 9, 1<S;^3, was detached October 27, 1840, and was succeeded by 
Capt. John 1). iSloat, as connnandant. 

1841. March 5, 1S41, the Hon. Ceo. E. Badger, of North Carolina, 
succeed(*d the Hon. James K. Paulding as Secretary of the Navy, and 
September 13 the lion. A. P. Upshur, of Virginia, succeeded Mr. 
Badger. 

The amount estimated for improvenicnts and repairs, and ai)propri- 
ated ^larch 3, 1841, for the following objects, was — 



For coiniin'iH'iniu: a thn-'k for kiu'«* tiiiiln'r $3,000 

For continuiij;!: tlu' fonstructit)ii t)f wliarves 15,000 

For iiii]tn)vinii: steam hown 1,000 

Filling low <^rouiul and for rcjiairs of all kiinlK 6,000 



Total 25,000 



Tlu' amount exiu'iided during the year ending September 30, 1841, 
was *:50,tn)2.8:5. 

On Monday, the l(5th of AugUvSt, 1S41, at 11:15 the frigate Congress 
was launched amidst a salute of thirteen guns, and tlie cheers of a 
large number of citizens from thi^ wharv<*s and surroundnig hills. The 
day was tine, and there were many persons collected to see the sight, 
and several steamboats were in attendance. 

The practice of masting vessels by erecting shears on board ship 
beJn^ tedious and expensive, the commaudaut received ^enaiaaiou to 
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build a pair of permanent shears on the wharf, making use of the lower 
masts of the Alabama 74, and they were erected at a cost of $2,240. 
The masts of the Congress were the first put in with the new shears. 

A diving bell was also purchased, and the work of removing the de- 
bris of the sea wall commenced. 

As soon as the Congress was launched orders were received to build 
a sloop of war, to be called the Saratoga^ and she was launched July 
20, 1842. She was a Larger ship than any of her class then in the serv- 
ice, measuring 882 tons. Her length was 150 feet, beam 30.9, depth 
of hold 10.3. Her cost $159,101. Her repairs to 1850 had amounts 
to $86,847. She is still in service, has performed much cruising on for- 
eign stations, was for a long time used for a gunnery shij) and experi- 
mental battery at Annapolis, Md., and in 1877, was cruising along our 
coast as a school ship for naval apprentices. 

The amount estimated for the repairs and improvement of the yard 
and appropriated by the act August 4, 1842, for the year ending De- 



cember 31, 1842, was — 

To completing wharf No. 3 $28, 000 

To taking up fallen section of wharf No. 1 5, 000 

To continuing wall west side of launch slip No. 2 4, 775 

To completing knee dock, site 22 1, 150 

To repairs of all kinds, including navy-yard bridge 8, 500 



Total 47,425 



The amount expended for the year ending September 30, 1842, was 
$20,494.47. 

At the close of the year 1842 only 25 workmen were borne upon tlie 
rolls of the yard, though in May 340 were employed. 

HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES i^AVY YARD, PORTS^-- 
MOUTH, K H., 1842 TO 1860, INCLUSIVE. 

COMMANDANTS.— C APT. JOHN D. SLOAT. lfU0-'43: CAPT. GEORGE W. STOREIJ, 184:j-'46; 
CAPT. DANIEL TURNER, ]84C-'49; CAPT. THOMAS W. WYMAN, 184fl-'5L»; CAPT. JO- 
SEPH SMOOT, 1852-'5.'>; CAPT. JOHN T. NEAVTON, lH55-'57; CAPT. JOHN P01»E, 1857-'60; 
COMMODORE GEORGE F. PEARSON, 1860. 

1842. In 1842 a radical change was effected in the government of 
the Navy. By an act of Congress the Board of Navy Commissioners, 
which, since 1818, under the direction of the Secretary of tlie Nav}^, 
had managed all the professional details of the Naval Establishment, 
was abolished, and in plaije of the board five bureaus were created, 
the chiefs of which were each to have charge of a separate department. 
It was thought such special supervision and individual rcvsponsibility 
woidd prove more benefi(*ial to the Navy than the collective i>ower ex- 
ercised by a board of three commissioners. The act was approved 
August 31, 1842, but the transfer of power i'rom the board to the bu- 
reaus was not effected until the 1st of October following. The bureaus 
thus created were: 

1. Tlie Bureau of Yards and Docks. 

^. The Bureau of Ordnance and HydxogtasJVvs, 
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3. The Bureau of (^oiistnictioii, Ke]>air, and Equipment. 

4. The Bureau of Provisions and (nothing. 

5. The Bureau of INIedicine and Surgery. 

The three Navy commissioners were (rommissioned aa cliiefii of the 
three tirst-named bureaus. Commodore Lewis Warrington, who had 
been on the board from 1S27 to 1S3U, and since 1S40 the president of it, 
being assigned as Chief of Yards and Docks, Commodore William M. 
Crane, to Ordnance, and Capt. David Connor to Construction, Repair, and 
Ecinipment. Charles W. Goldsborough, the secretary of the late board, 
and who had been connected with the Navy Department in some manner 
for forty years, received a comnnssion as Chief of Provisions and Cloth- 
ing, and Surgeon W. P. C. Barton, the senior surgeon of the Navy was 
commissioned (liief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. The act 
required a naval constructor to be i)laced at the head of the Bureau of 
Constructi<m, but for some unexi)lained reason the law was disregarded 
an<l Ca])t. Connor appointed. A naval constructor, however, was at- 
tached to tlie bureau. It was probably thought a naval constructor 
would have no ])roper knowledge of the equipment necessary for ves- 
sels. In ]March, 1853, Congress added a clause to the Navy appropria- 
tion bill, whidi directed the proviso should be carried out, and a naval 
constnictor was for the first thuo appointed chief of the bureau. 

The Secretary of the Navy was directed by the law to assign and 
distribute among these bureaus, such of the duty of the Navy, as he 
might judge to be expedient and pro])er. All tlie duties of the bureaus 
were to be perfonned under the authority of the Secretary of the Navy, 
their orders were to be considered as emanating from him; and the 
books, records, and ])ai)ers belonging to the olhce of the Navy commis- 
' '^ners were to be distributed among the bureaus according to the 
nature of their duties. 

In 1S48 a law was passe<l directing whenever a vacancy occurred in 
the Bureau oi' Provisions and Clothing, a purser of not less than ten 
years' standing should be a^ssigned to it, and July 5, 1862, the system 
was further extended to suit the hicreased requiiements of the Navy, 
by the creation of three new bureaus, viz: 

1. The Hureau of Steam Enguieering. 

2. The Bureau of Kquipment and Recruiting. 

3. The Bureau of Navigation. 

The two first being taken from the Bureau of Construction, and the 
last subtracted from the Bureau of Ordnance. The new organization 
required the chiefs of Yards and Docks, Equipment and Recruiting, 
Navigation, and Ordnance, to be line olticers, not below the rank 
of commander. Th^i chief of ConstrmrtJon and Repfiir to be a skill - 
fnl naval ccmstructor. That of Steam Knguieering, a skillful chief 
engineer. The chief of Medicine and Surgery, to be selected from the 
Burgeons of the Navy, and that of Provisions and Clothing, fi*om the 
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paymasters of tb(^ Navy, of not less than ten years' standing. All 
tUest* Chiefs of Bureau were to be appointed for four years. 

Commodore Warrington continued ehief of Bureau of Yards and 
Docks until 1846, when he was succeeded by Commodore Joseph Smith, 
who filled the office with great advantage to the Governnu^nt, and credit 
to himself (having meanwhile been promoted arear-ndmiral) until 1SG9, 
when he was ordered as pi esident of the examining board, for the pro- 
motion of officers, and succeeded in the bureau byCai)t. Daniel Am men, 
who was succeeded May 1, 1870, by Commodore C'. K. P. Rodgers, and 
he in turn September 22, 1874, by the present incumbent Commodore 
(now Eear- Admiral) John C. Howell. 

Other important changes affecting the i^avy, and the yard as well, 
were made about tlie same time. 

The pursers, who had liitherto received but a small pay, and were 
permitted to complement it by a percentage on the sales of clothing, 
small stores, etc., to the sailors and officers, by an act approved the2Gth 
of August, 1842, had their pay increased to $3,500 or less, Jiccording to 
the duty they were engaged upon or the size of the vessel to which they 
were ordered. The articles they had hitherto furnished were to be 
issued to the men at their cost to the Government, which undertook to 
supply them. The Navy ration was also altered and improved. 

Tlie appointment of chief and assistant engineers authorized, and the 
beginning of the fiscal year changed from January 1 to July 1, and all 
accounts of receipts and expenditures required by law to be published 
annually, were to be prepared and published for the fiscal year thus 
established. Heretofore the appropriations for the yard were made 
from January 1 to December 31, and the returns of expenditures at the 
yai'ds to be presented to Congress when it met in 1 )ecember, could only be 
made up to September 30. Under this new law the returns for the full 
fiscal year for which api)ropriations had been made could be handed in. 

The weather during the winter of this year was unusually severe, 
and work out of doors being a matter of impossibility, the force was re- 
duced to the lowest possible number that was necessary to the (»11iciency 
of tlie yard, there being only 25 men on the yard rolls on the 1st of 
December. 

1843. February 15, 18-13, tifteen-minute guns were fired from the 
yard in honor of Commodore Isaac Hull, the first commandant of the 
yard, who died at his residence in New Haven, February 13. 

March 3 Congress approi)riated for improvements and repair, for the 
half calendar year, $15,510.40, and for the fiscal year 1 843-'44, $24,900.76, 
as follows: 

For continuing quay wall $2(5, 014. 16 

For cont inning wall of site No. 22 2, m. 10 

For rebuilding east wall of laiiucbing Hhip No. 1, and ptirlaldc bridge ... .5, (iOO. 00 
For repairs of all kinds, filling in low ground, etc (}, 702. 00 

Total • VCi, WKs 
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Ou the afternoon of the 16th of March, 1843, the new sloop of war, 
Sfiraioga sailed from the yard under command of Commander Josiah 
Tattnall. The weather was threatening, but it was thought that she 
could obtain an offing and clear the coast before the weather would 
]>rove too stormy. Before night, however, a strong northeast gale, ac- 
companied with a severe snowstorm, compelled her to jnit back. The 
thickness of the snow and darkness of the night made it impossible to 
see any landmark or the lights, and the lead and compass became the 
only guide to direct her course. The gale increase*! with such violence 
that control of the ship was lost, and to prevent her drifting on shore, 
every anchor was let go, backed with the heaviest guns of her battery, 
and her three masts were cut away. Thus reduced to a mere hulk she 
rode out the gale in sifety. When it had moderated and cleared up 
sufficiently, she was discovered to have anchored about t^vo cables 
length from the shore, otf* Rye Beach. Only a short distance flrom her 
stern was a most dangerous reef of rocks, and had she driven but a 
short distance further she would in all iu*obability have gone to pieces, 
and not a soul on board have survived to tell the tale of her shipwreck. 
After the gale had abated a small steamer was sent out and towed her 
back to the yard, where she was refitted, and sailed thence again to 
join our squadron on the coast of Africa. 

No sooner was the Sarato(/a launched than the keel of a new sloop of 
still greater tonnage was laid, and she was launched under the name 
of Portitmouth in 1843, being the second sloop of war of that name built 
upon the IMscataqua. She was built under the superintendence of 
Josiah Barker, who had relieved Sanuiel N. Took, as naval constructor 
of the yard, and was modeled on the lines, considerably enlarged, of 
the America, a famous privateer of 1S12-'14, and proved a faster sailer 
and efficient cruiser. She is still in service, and is (1877) laid up at 
Mare Island navy-yard. Her present armament is 14 guns, but she 
was designed to mount 22 guns, and intended to carry a complement of 
210 officers and men. Her dimensions were : Length, 151 feet 10 inches; 
breadth of beam, 38 feet and 1 inch, and depth of hold, 17 feet 2 inches. 
She cost when ready for sea $170,586, and her repairs to 1850 had cost 
$24,280. She tonned 1,022 tons by the old measurement, 846 tons by 
the new, and her displacement is 1,125 tons. 

rJuly 24, 1843, Hon. A. P. Upshur was succeeded by the Hon. David 
Heushaw, of Massachusetts, as Secretary of the Navy, and November 
2 Capt. George W. Storer succteeded Capt. Sloat as commandant of the 
yard. 

On the 13th of May the commandant wrote the Secretary that the 
l)lan of 1802 gave the conti»nts of the yard as 58 acres and 30 rods, but 
there was then within the boundaries of the island 64.37 acres. 

1844-'45. The appropriation for the year 1844-'45 was: For improve- 
ment and repairs, $24,800; the amount expended was $21,468.33. 

The boat house and landing stage was builtr iu 1844, at a cost of 
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$1,221.50, and work was commenced on blasting away the ledge in the 
middle of the^sland, but the meager appropriation for this and the fol- 
lowing year did not permit of any improvement. 

The Portmnouth sailed in December for Norfolk under command of 
Commander J. B. Montgomery, and thence on her first cruise to the 
Pacific Ocean. 

We learu from a report made by the coinm indant to the Department 
in April 1844, the officers' quarters were occupied as follows: 

(A) No. 1, Capt. George W. Storer, commandant; (B) No. 1, Louis 
M. Goldsborough, commander, house near timber shed 13; (C) No. 2, 
Thomas O. Selfridge, lieutenant; (D) No. 2, Peter Christie, surgeon, 
center block; (E) No. 3, Thomas Breese, purser; (F) No. 3, Jacob Mull, 
master, eastern block. (D) No. 3, marine barracks: Maj. John Harris, 
commanding, west wing; First Lieut. D. D. Baker, east wing. War- 
ranted officers' house and seamen's lodge: (G) No. 3, William Hart, 
boatswain; (H) No. 3, Eichard F. Dunn, gunner, west wing; (I) No. 3, 
Joseph Cox, carpenter; (J) No. 3, Samuel V. Hawkins, sailmaker, east 
wing. (54) No. 3, porters' lodge near bridge: Ohver Philbricik, porter. 

In September, 1844, Capt. Storer recommended the appointment of 
master joiner, master smith, and master painter should be made perma- 
nent, assigning the following reasons for his recommendation: There 
seems to be no doubt in the minds of navy officers generally that such 
appointments would prove beneficial to the best interests and economical 
working of our naval establishment. 

Capt. Storer says in his letter: 

Probably the service of these men might be secured to the Government for salaries 
of from $600 to $800 per annum, and they could at all times be employed to advantage. 
I think that the increased interest and zeal they would feel in the performance of 
their duties if permanently employed would be attended with most advantageous re- 
sults to the Government, as they would be incited to have the work done by those 
under them in the most economical manner as regards both time and expense. When 
temporarily employed they can not but feel that their own individual interest is 
affected by the length of time expended in performing the work; but if employed on 
a yearly salary they would be placed in circumstances which would lead them to 
make the public interest, and not their own pecuniary emoluments, their chief mo- 
tive to active exertions. Another reason in favor of their permanent employment is 
tliat there is always more or less public property in their several departments whi<;h 
can not be so well taken care of by any persons as themselves. The master painter, 
master joiner, and master smith now employed have been in the service of the Gov- 
ernment for a long series of years, and have performed their duties to general satis- 
faction as far as my knowledge extends. 

The commandant's recommendation does not appear to have been at- 
tended by any result. 

February 15, 1844, Mr. Henshaw was succeeded by Hon. Thomas W. 
Gilmer, of Virginia, as Secretary of the ^^^avy, who was killed by the 
bursting of a gun on board the steamship Princeton on the 28th of Feb- 
ruary^ and succeeded in office by the Hon. John Y. Mason, of Virginia, 
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March 14, 1844, wlio in turn was succeeded before the end of the fiscal 
year by the Hon. (iexa j^e Bancroft, of Massachusetts, March 10, 1845. 

1845-46. — The appropriations for repairs and improvements for the 
year 1845-'40, was only $13,391, and the expenditures but $11,269. This 
was ftuflicient for little more than the current repairs to the buildings 
and the clearing up of the yard. The objects estimated and appropri- 



ated for were — 

For reiuoviag old cob work in timber dock $1, 158 

For removing timber shed No. 13 and Hteam box house 5,746 

For Haw ]»it8, b<»op-heating fnruace and wells 1,046 

For repairs of all kinds 5, 446 



Total 13,391 



In 1845-'46 the value of stores on hand belonging to the Bureau of 
Construction, Equipment, and liepair at the beginning of the fiscal 
year was $560,704, and at its close, $504,583. During the same year 
the labor under the Bureau amounted to but 4873 clays' work, and cost 
but $507.45. The material belonging to the Bureau of Ordnance and 
Hydrography at the same time was valued at $87,485.14. 

1846-'47. The estimates for the repairs and improvement of the yard, 
and tlie amount appropriated by the act of August 10, 1846, for the 



fiscal year ending June 30, 1847, was: 

For wall for lauding wharf at smitbery and filling in $1,705.50 

For cistern near mast and boat house 2,000.00 

For granite gun skids and road to graveyard 1, 132. 00 

For repairs of aU kinds 4, 000. 00 



Total 8,837.50 



The total expenditure for the year, including a balance left over fi'om 
the appropriaiion of the preceding year, was $9,700.20. Of course but 
very little work could be accomplished witli such a small outlay, and 
we find that during the fiscal year there was a less number of workmen 
employed than for any previous year since 182C, or any subsequent fis- 
cal year to 1877. The following were the number of workmen employed 
in the yard on the first day of each month, exclusive of the 13 ordinary 
men, a part of the permanent establishment, viz : July, 1846, Oj August, 
4; {September, 14; October, 29; November, 20; December, 13; Jan- 
uary, 1847, 7; February, 3; March, 3; April, 3; May, 23; June, 15; 
average, 12. 

The Hon. John Y. Mason succeeded Mr. Bancroft as Secretary of the 
Navy, September 9, 184G, and Capt. Joseph Smith succeeded Oom- 
modore Warrington as chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks. 

In May, 1847, the keel of the side- wheel steamer Saranae was laid, 
and work became more lively in the yard. On the 1st of July, 1847, 
there were CO workmen on the rolls, in October 149, and December 1, 
134; while the average number employed throughout the year 1848 was 
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143. There was employed during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1848, 
for the construction bureau alone 23,96o days labor, at a cost of $37,938.66. 

1848. In 1848 Alexander Parris, esq., received the api)ointment of 
civil engineer, retaining Mr. Calvin Brown as his assistant. Under his 
directions the work of leveling was carried on with vigor. The smith- 
ery was enlarged and rebuilt, and the sea wall finished to the knee dock. 

In November, 1848, the side wheel steam fi igate Saranac^ the first 
steam vessel built at the yard, was launched. She was 1,446 tons by 
the old, and 1,238 tons by the new measurement. Displacement 2,150 
tons, and cost, completely armed and equipped for sea, $435,400. After 
an almost constant service, she was lost June 1, 1875, on a rock in Sey- 
mours Narrows, in the channel which separates Vancouver Island fi*om 
the mainland. At the time of the accident she was going 14 knots, 
assisted by a 7-knot current; after striking she hung on the mid-chan- 
nel rock for a few minutes and then swung off. Her bow was immedi- 
ately run into the Vancouver shore and made fast by a hawser to a tree. 
An hour afterward she had sunk comi)letely out of sight, not even her 
mastheads being visible. Fortunately no lives were lost by her ship- 
wreck. 

The estimates and ai)i)ropriations for the fiscal year 1847-'48, as per 
act of March 3, 1847, were: 

For the civil cstabliHliiiient, under yards and docks $7, 500 

For exteiidiii<^ kiice-duck wall and tillinj^ in Gun and Anchor Park, rebuild- 
ing wharf No. 1, cistern near mast and boat house No. 15, and for repairs 
of aU kinds 31,528 

And there was expended for these objects $32,120.20 and for con- 
tingent expenses $13,018.20. Civil establishment, $7,()00.10. 

There was also appro])riated $50,000 towards a floating dry dock. In 
consequence, however, of the disagieenients and claims of rival j)at- 
entees, nothing was expended ui>ou this object until the following year, 
when the further sum of $133,333 was appropriated and work vigor- 
ously commenced. 

The atteiiition of the Department had been attracted to the subject 
of a dry dock for the yard, and a board of civil engineers uiuler Civil 
Engineer William P. S. Sanger, was ordered to examine the yard for 
tJhe purpose of locating the site. The subject was discussed in all its 
points, and the board finally decided that a floating dock with basin 
and railways would be much cheaper and better suited to the re(|nire- 
Bieuts of the yard than a stone dock, and rei>orted their views to the 
Bureau. A ex)ntroversy then arose between the two inventors of float- 
ing docks, Messrs. Gilbert & Secor, the inventors of the floating bal- 
ance dock, claiming for their invention a superiority over that of the 
flectioual dock of Messrs. Dakin & Moody. 

The Bureau was much embarassed by these conflicting claims, pushed 
as they were by the patentees with the greatest amount of political 
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iiitiueiioo. Finally tlio controversy was settled by building sectioDal 
docks at the IMiiladt^lphia and Mare Island and balance docks at tlie 
Portsniouth and Tensacola navy-yards. 

Oonj»Ti\ss, by an act approved August 3, 1848, aathorized the Secre- 
tary of tlic Navy to contract with either Dakin & Moody or Gilbert 
& S<»c(>r iov a floating dry dock Uy be built at Portsmouth, and the Bu- 
reau, on the 11th of November following, entere^l into a contract with 
Messrs. John S. Gilbert and Leno Secor, of New York, to construct, 
witli all the necessary machinery and appendages, a floating balance 
do4 k and railway to the satisfaction of the superintending engineer. 

As this was by far the most import^int and expensive engineering 
w<»rk yet att<'mpted on the island, and as it still is the principal object 
of interest in tin* yard, a somewhat detailed description of the work 
and its progress to comi)letion will not be out of place here. 

TUB FLOATING DRY DOCK. 

Tho siti* having been selected between the timber dock and naval 
storehouse No. 1 on tin* west side of the island, a coflferdam was con- 
structed, within which the excavations were to be made for the founda- 
tions, tlooi s, and walls of the dock basin. The whole basin was to rest 
on a foundation, and three thousand i)iles were driven through the 
earth until they touched the soli<l rock. They were driven 3 feet from 
center to center and the interstices tilled with clay. They were then 
cut olf 12 feet below high- water mark, capped with timber, and the 
entire surface covered with inch plank. Five courses of hammered 
granite in the diiection of the length of the dock were tlien laid, of 1 
foot rise, with a bed of concrete inches thick between the stone 
bearings. 

The necessity of excavating a basin witli a depth of 32 leet at high 
water became obvions. In this basin the dock is sunk in order to re- 
ceive a ship preparatory to immping out the dock, and raising the ship 
out of water on it to be floated into the stone basin, and hauled thence, 
if desirable, ui)on one of the railways. 

Soundings were made in the Piscataqua, in front of the basin, and 
the bottom was found to be uneven, consisting of gravel, sand, clay, 
and large masses of ledge; a dredging machine having been procured, 
thousands of cubic yards of sediment were removed and deposited in 
the yard for filling low grounds and grading. By these means tlie 
ledges were laid bare and submarine blasting commenced to remove 
the rock formation to the depth required. The extremely uneven sur- 
face and hardness of the material were a formidable obstacle. A div- 
ing bell was necessary, and an organized force to work it was selected 
from inexperienced workmen. The work was staked out beneath the 
tide, entiri^ly by the civil engineer, and under his sole control. For two 
seasons this work was in progress, and during that time the engineer 
descended in the diving bell daily to inap^t tlieiTffotk and direct the 
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workmen.* The large excavations were made by blasting with Gove's 
battery; and before the task was accomplished, more than 10,000 cubic 
yards of rock were detached, removed, and deposited in deep pockets, 
within or outside the limits selected for this deep basin. Tlie excava- 
tion was continued in this manner, until a level floor was secured, and 
no sharp projecting rock left that could injure the coppering of the 
dock. Upon this basin the bottom of the dock could rest 32 feet below 
bigh-water mark. 

For the security of the dock and safety of both dock and ship, three 
stone mooring piers were erected, 22 feet square at the base and bat- 
tering on three sides to 12 feet square at low water. These piers were 
raised 12 feet square above high water, with a stone mooring post in 
the center. They were composed of large blocks got out to exact 
dimensions, beds, builds, and joints hammered, and the blocks above 
low- water mark secured together with copper bolts. This work was 
also laid with the diving bell to low-water mark. 

The balance dock, patented by (iilbert, combines the principles of the 
caisson and the camel, united together in a wsvlled dock, in the middle 
compartments of which the vessel rests after the water is pumped out; 
the side compartments or balancing chambers butt into a caisson, the 
inner walls of the chamber being sloped, and the entire structure 
strongly braced and trussed, both transversely and longitudinally. It 
received the name of balance dock from its facility of preserving an 
exact equilibrium and level by means of water let into or pumped out of 
the separate compartments of either of the side chambers, all tif which 
communicate with the pump well by means of valves. The dock at the 
Portsmouth navy-yard is of this description, with a stone basin and 
railways added. 

*ThiHwa8iiot the first time a diving bell had been ns("d in Ihe IMscatajpia. In 
Vol. XXII of the American Journal of Seience is an interest injc a<*c(>nnt of the exjieri- 
iuent« made with a diving bell in Portsmouth Harbor, N. II.. in 1805. The 1k*11 in- 
side was 5 feet in diameter at the bottom, 3 feet at the top, and 5f feet h\<r\\. Two 
men descended in it at a time; when about 12 feet below the surface, tlie ])ainl'ul sensa- 
tion experienced in the ears would pass away with a sud(hMi shock, and this would 
be reiieat-ed at each interval of about 12 feet. It might, they found, hv iivoitled by 
having the beU niised a foot or two every 8 or 10 feet of the decent. The greatest 
descent made was about 72 feet. "In a clear day, with an unrufHed sea, they Imd 
light sufficient for reading a coarse print at the great<?st de])th; as they moved the 
pebbles with their gaff at the bottom of the river, fish in abundance came to the 
place like a flock of chickens, and as devoid of fear as if it was a region wher»" they 
had never been molested by beings from the extra-a(iuatie wt»rld. From tlu'descriji- 
tion of the adventurers, no scenery in nature can be UMtre beautiful than that viewed 
by thoni in a sunshiny day at the bottom of the deep Pi8eata(iua. It <loes not a]>iiear 
that the health of either of the men was in the least impairtMl by their submarine 
excunions. Their pulsations were quick and their persiuraticm was very i)r(»fuse 
nnder wat«r; and upon coming <mt of it they felt themselves in a tit (-ondititm for a 
comfortable sleep." One of the men, it is further stated, found hinjself much n?lieved 
of rheuniatic complaints, from which he had been sutfering, which was attributed to 
tlie great heat produced in the bell^ which was like t\ivxt ol a. 
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Tbe floating or balance dcH^k is 350 feet long, 105 feet 4 inches broad 
outside, and its walls are ^38 feet liigh. The ehambers on each side are 
7 feet 8 inches wide, reducing the interior width to 90 feet. On these 
walls and aniidsliip of tlio dock is the machinery for working it while 
d(K*king or undocking vessels. On each wall arean engine and boiler of 
50-horsc power, gcarinl and connected with twelve pumps. These pumps 
are each 2 feet square and 4-foot stroke, and when in ox)eration will 
raise 17,418 tons of water per hour. There are 52 gates in the dock, by 
which, with proper manipulation in connection with the pumps, the 
dock is raised or depressed with facility; it is capable of raising a ship 
of 5,000 tons weight. The basin is 300 feet long and 120 feet wide at 
the bottom; the granite- walls are 14 feet high, of large, hammei'ed 
stone laid in cement, battering back 3 feet on all sides from the bottom 
to the top of the basin. At the outer end of the walls of the basin, 
and across the bottom in the stonework, is a groove, cut 2 inches wide 
and 6. deep, to receive the keel and stems of a boat- gate, which when in 
place incloses the dock within the stone basin. 

Th(Te are two permanent marine railways extending from the head 
of the basin on which vessels can be taken up from the dock, leaving 
it free for another ship. Each marine railway con sist* of three parallel 
ways of white oak, tlie center way being intendetl to sustain the weight 
of the vess(4 upon her keel, aiul the other two at equal distances from 
the center way to keep the vessel steady upon her keel during the 
operation of sliding her upon the shore; there are also temiwrary bed- 
ways for placing upon the deck of the dock, and when used to be ac- 
curately adjusted with the bed ways on shore. The cradle is constructed 
to be placed under the keel and bilges of the vessel, to sustain her with 
h(»r keel ui)on the center IxMlway and her bilges upon the bilgeways; 
for the latter pur]>ose each side of the vessel is blocked up with square 
blocks of timber, from the bilge way of the cradle. . 

The (h>ck was contracted for November 11, 1848, and cximjileted in 
November, 1851; tested and accepted in 1852. 

In docking a' vessel on this dock, the pumps are set in motion by the 
steam engine on the deck above, and, the dischaige opening being 
c1os(m1 by a gate for that i>uri>ose, the water rises in the chamber above 
the pumps until it is full to the deck of the dock. It is next allowed 
to tlow into the upper chamber of the dock until its weight, acting as 
ballast, sinks the dock to the reipiired depth. When the ship is tloatexl 
into tlu^ dock and secured, this ballast is drawn off by means of valves, 
causing the dock to rise by its own sj)ecific gravity until it touches the 
bottom of the ship, after which, the vessel being secured on the blocks 
and in the cradle, is lifted by j)umping the water out of the side cham- 
bers and bottom tank; and, as the dock rises, the wjit^r around the 
ship in the middle chamber ebbs out, so that the quantity of water to 
be exhaust^id in raising a vessel is in prox)ortion to her weight, and not 
to ber bulk. 
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The apparatus by wliicli the vessel is drawn upon the railway on the 
laud is an exceedingly ingenious and complicated piece of mechanism. 
It is a hydraulic engine operated by steamy the weight of the cylinder 
alone is 11 tons and the piston nearly 2 tons. In returning the ship 
to the dock and to the water, the oi)cration of hauling and docking 
up is simply reversed. The hauling i)ower of the hydraulic engine is 
5,000 tons up the railway or inclined plane, and the rate at which the 
ship is moved is one foot in one minute. 

The dock was constructed on the island opposite the navy-yard, called 
Pierces Island, and when completed was launched and floated across 
the river. 

In October, 1852, the bureau tested the power of the dock by taking 
the old line of battle ship FrankUn of 2,257 tons up on it and hauling 
her out upon the railway. This was considered a satisfactory test of 
tlie lowers of the dock and it was accepted from the contractors. The 
FranTclin was taken from the dock on to the railway by means of the 
^hydraulic engine, and left in a position to be taken to pieces, which was 
done at (nice. 

This floating dock has been in successful opcKition from the day of 
its acceptance, and more than one hundred ships have been docked on 
it without damage or accident. During the quarter of a century it has 
been in use no very extensive repairs were made ui)on it until 1S73^ 
and the machinery and dock are now in almost as good c(mdilion as 
when the Department accepted them from the contractors. 

As an evidence of the absence of floating sediment in the waters of 
the Piscataqua Eiver the deep basin has been examineil recently with 
the diving bell, and the marks of the tools made by the workmen years 
before have not been obliterated. 

The entire cost of this important addition to the yard, with the re- 
pairs added, falls short of $1,000,000. 

The fine granite building, known as the Head House, was finished in 
1853. At first it was only one story and was intended for the engine 
house connected with the dry dock, but in 1858 it was remodeled and 
another stcny and a half added, together with an addition for the boiler 
and engines. This building is one of the finest in the yard, being built 
of undiwsed granite, with hammered granite coignes, dormer windows, 
and covered with a slate roof. 

The appi-opriations for the floating dock were: 



March 3, 1847 $50, 000. 00 

AiiffiiHt 3, 1H48 138, 

March 3, 1850 200, 000. 00 

8epteinli«r 28, 1850 300, 000. 00 



Tot«l f)83,3l^.33 



Besides these appropriations, there were miscellaneous appiopria- 
tious, which included the filling in around the walls of the fio^tiv^^ 
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dock basin, engine houne, foundation for Bliores at rail^ray, etc., dredg- 
ing in front, and pointing and inuldling stone basin, boilers, engines, 
and machinery, reservoir for engine house,'' ete.j and, in 1853, reappro- 
priation of suri)hi8 fund for dry dock, $2,900.85, " Preparing moorings 
for dock basin," etc. 

From 1841) to 1S58 there was actually exi)euded on the dry-dock basin 
and lis ai)i»endages: 



For tlu' yoar ondinf; ,[un«' 30 — 

IWO $61,044.93 

1S50 251,760.32 

im c 186,75L03 

1S.52 98,783,30 

149,889.91 

1854 2,142.75 

1855 4,481.82 

1856 2, 545. 80 

1857 2, 994. 39 

1858 4,808.59 



Tolal 765,202.84 

All the exi)onditure8 after 185.S were for repairs, etc. 

Ill 1857 lliiTo was <'xi>oii(lc<l for (lrecl«;iiifj: in front of dock basin $26,952.80 

In 1801 on <|uay wall at dock basin 21,946.47 



In 18G9 the board of officers on yards and docks reported that the 
dock sag^rcd in the center, with short vessels like the X^eic JlampsJure^ 
7.412 inches; with the Mi)nicsotaj 5 inches; mt\i the Pi^eataqmj 3 inches; 
and, in 1873, there was expended for repairs of the floating dock, 
'i^T.'y 57.20, a probable conseciuence of this report. It is greatly to be 
regretted the dock was not constructed of iron in the first instance 
instead of wood, but at the date of it« construction iron had not come 
into such general use for works of the kind as it has at present, and 
was vastly more ex])ensive then than wood. 

The amount appropriated by the act of August 3, 1848, for the re- 
l)airs and improvement of the yard during the fiscal year 1848-'49 for 
the foHowing objects, was: 

For completing quay wall and wharf Ko. 1, wall west of ship house 
Ko. 4, and tilling in; timber shed opposite Ko. 7, and addition to 
smithery I; brick powder magazine, engines, fixtures, etc., for blowing 
lii es to forges, Jind for repairs of all kinds, §50,551. 

Authority was also given to c<mtract for a floating dock with Dakin 
& Moody or (Gilbert & Secor, and $133,333.33 api>ropriated towards 
that object. The amount expended under all these heads for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1849, was $100,089.44, and $12,789.10 for contin- 
gent; or, as now styled, general maintenance. 

1849. The powder magazine which had been commenced in 1848 
was finished in 1849. The Decaf ur^ slooi)of war, arrived from the coast 
of Africa, and after being put out of cx)mmission was placed in ordi- 
nmyr, March S, Hon. William B. Preston, of Virginia, succeMed John 
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T. Mason as Secretary of the i^avy, and on the 22(1 of October, 1849, 
Oapt. Daniel Tnrner was succeeded by Capt. Thomas Wyfhan as 
commandant of the yard. 

The estimate for the year ending June 30, 1850, and the amount ap- 
propriated March 3, 1849, was $54,620.53, for the following objects, viz: 



For completing powd«r magnziiie $6, 150. 00 

For completing smithery I 2, 500. 00 

For commnn der's qua ilors 9, 065. 83 

For timber shed No. 28 16, 627. 80 

For storehonse No. 30 4, 718. 00 

For dock wall weat of timber shed 4, 000. 00 

For paving timber shed No. 27 1, 694. 50 

For wharf and filling in rear of No. 4 2, 660. 00 

For pitch house 1, 142. 27 

For engine house 382. 13 

For filling in low grounds 1, 9IK). 00 

For repairs of aU ki nds ' 3, 690. 00 



Total 51,620.53 



There was also appropriated for the construction of the floating dock 
the further sum of $200,000. The amount exi>ended on all these objects 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1850, was $302,821; for contingent 
expenses, $15,755.52; and for the civil establishment of yards and 
docks, $7,053,87. 

1850. July 22, 1850, Hon. William A. Graham, of North Carolina, 
succeeded Mr. Preston as Secretary of the N^avy. 

For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1851, Congi'oss, by an act approved 
September 28, 1850, appropriated for brick sUibles, lime house, coal 
house, filling in Avliarf east of bridge, filling in Avliiirf east of timbor 
shed, machinery and tools for smithery, and for repairs all kinds, 
$31,673; also, for completing the dry dock, $300,000. By the same act 
flogging in the navy, and on board vessels of commerce, Avas declared 
abolished from the passage of the act. 

The amount expended during the year was $204,825.10, and $10,218.19 
for contingent or maintenance. 

For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1852, Congress appropriate^!, 
March 3, 1851, for the following objects, viz: Towards construction of 
quay wharf across the head of timber dock, filling in around walls of 
floating-dock basin, pavements around timber shed, magazine wharf, 
and filling low grounds, engine house, wharf, and filling in east of'No. 
4, and repairs of all kinds, $31,673; and the amount expended the same 
year, including payments on the dry dock, was $130,938.85, of which 
near $100,000 was for the dry dock. 

1852. July 22, 1852, the Hon. John P. Kennedy, of Maryland, suc- 
ceeded Mr. Graham as Secretary of the Xavy, and on the 1st day of 
November Capt. Wyman was succeedeil l)y Capt. Josex)h Snioot as 
commandant. In 1852 a chaplain was for the first time added to the 
establishment of the yard, and the Kev. P. G. Clark ovvLi^y^. VSxjc^xw^ 

2711 G 
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tin* winter the weather wjis severe, and outdoor work was entirely sus- 
pended. 

xVujjiist 31, 1852, Con^r*\ss approj^riated tor the fiscal year 1852-'53: 
For huildin*? timber sIhmI No, lit), foundations for sliores at railway, 
drains, jjfutters, and paving?, and repairs of all kinds, §35,04:1,23; and 
there was expended the saineyeiu* for those objects and the completion 
of the dry dock J? 181, 171.10, and $18,708.70 for contingent purposes. 

The Li^ht House Board, for the ea re of lif^ht-houses, beacons, buoys, 
etc., was established by act August 31, 1852, and permission wa*4grant<Hi 
to store their spare buoys at the navy-yard. 

1853. During tlie year 1853 the steamship PnncefoHy bearing the 
broad pennant of Comniodore William Branford Hhubrick, a<*,companied 
by the steamshij) Fidfon and sailing s1(k)])s of war Cyane and Decatur^ 
being the squadron under his eonnnand, arrived and anchored olf the 
yard, when the custonuiry salutes wH^e exchanged. 

Alexander Parris, having died, after a long sickness, Benjamin F. 
Chandler was appointed the civil engineer of the yard, an office he hati 
continued to hold until the i)reseut time (1877) with great benetitto the 
public interests. 

March 3, 1853, Congress appropriated for the fiscal year 18o3-'5-A : For 
c(X)pers' shoi) and watcluneu's quarters; dredging in front of, and pud- 
dling the stone basin; boiler room, boilers and engine, and machinery; 
reservoir for engine-house, pipes, gutt<^rs, drains, and cisterns; grading 
navy-yard near the timber shed, and for repairs of all kinds, including 
lloating dock, $53,10.'. It also a])propriated from the surplus fund, for 
the dry dock, $2,tK)0.85. There was expended during the same year 
for those objects and for the dry dock $72,283.51, and for contingent 
$20,321.25. 

March 7, Hon. James C. Dobbin, of Js^orth Carolina, s\icceede<l Mr. 
Kennedy as Secr(»tary of the Xavy. 

Richard F. Dunn, who had been the gunner of the yard since 1837, 
sixte(Mi years, died this year, and gunner Benjamin Bunker was ordered 
in his place. 

1854. On the Gth of A])ril, 1854, Congress appropriated §3,00(;,000 
for building six tirst class steam frigates, and altering, completing, and 
launching the frigate Satitre at Kittery aiul JSahine at 2S^ew York, and 
work was imnu?diately rc(?ommcnced upon the JSantce, 

August 5, 1854, the general orders of the Secretary of the Navy, 
issued in 1840 and 1847, conferring assimilated rank u])on piu'sersand 
surgeons, was legalized and declared to " havii the force and effect of 
law." 

Congress in the same bill appropriates! for the liscal year 1854-'55 : For 
quay wall connecting with the dock basin; com]>leting engiue-houso 
and machinery; tools for machinists and smith; launching and hauling 
up ways; cisterns for officers' (piarters; extending ship-house No. 4 j 
extension of ship-house and launching slip; and repairs of all kinds, 
$03^550} and there was oxi^ended on ikeae ob^^viU %^*i^'2S3^,11^fet 



V 
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tingent $26,760.76, aud for the civil establishmeut of yards and docks 
$11,192.55. 

The new ship-house was lengthened 50 feet and the keel of the steam 
frigate JPranfeiin laid therein, the old ship of the line Franklin being 
broken up on the railway at the head of the dry dock. 

1855. In February, 1855, the Santee (50), which had been upon the 
stocks since 1820, aftor having been lengthened at the bow and stern, 
was launched. She tonned by the old measurement 1,726 tons, and 
was designed to carry a battery consisting of eight 8-inch shell guns 
and forty-two long 32-pounders. In 1877 she was the gunnery ship at 
the ITaval Academy, armed with forty-eight guns, and her tonnage by 
the new measurement was 1,445 tons; displacement, 2,430. 

The keel of a light-ship was laid in the ship-house soon after the 
launch of the Santee^ and in the summer of the same year she wa« 
launched. This ship was intended for theKantucket shoals, and proved 
a most excellent sea boat for that service. 

In June, 1855, the frigate Constitution^ bearing the broad pennant of 
Commodore Mayo, arrived from Key West and was put out of commis- 
sion. Subsequently she was taken up on the railway and thoroughly 
overhauled and rebuilt. 

A cooper shop was erected this year, the watchmen's quarters built, 
the shell-house finished, and work on the dock basin continued. Sewers 
were built, and the main sewer to carry the drainage from the officers' 
quarters finished. 

March3, 1855, Congress authorized "The Seaveys Island Bridge Com- 
pany to connect that island with the navy-yard at Kittery, Me., by a 
bridge extending thereto from said Seaveys Island, at such point thereon 
as he (the Secretary of the Navy) shall direct, and may permit a right 
of way through said yard from stiid bridge in such direction and under 
such regulations as the commandant of the yard for the time being shall 
establish, under the authority of the Navy Department." It was fur- 
ther provided that no expense was to be incurred by the United States, 
and the right thus granted might at any titne be discontinued by the 
Secretary of the Navy. This bridge Avas built the following year, and, 
as may be readily imagined, was the source of much annoyance to the 
yard authorities, as well as discomfort to the inhabitants of the island. 
In order to avoid theft from the Government, x>ersons carting private 
material through the yard Avere compelled to submit their loads to the 
inspection of the watchmen, and at night even i)ackages carried by 
persons were subjected to examination. The continual vexations at- 
tending this privilege were only relieved by the purchase of the island 
in 1866. 

Capt. John T. Newton relieved Capt. Smoot as commandant in Octo- 
ber, 1855, and the remainder of the year was devoted to finishing up 
the work already begun and in hurrying to completion the steam frig- 
ate Franklin, the largest vessel at that time in our Navy. 

The Bureau's estimates for the fiscal yeai: ivyt ^^^vs^ot^s io^^ 
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sugp:ested improvements amounted to $80,288; but Congress, by its act 
of March 3, 1855, appropriated but a little over $58,000, for the follow- 
ing: objeets, viz: 

" For comi)letin^ coopers' shop and wat(;limeu's quarters, dredging 
in front of biusin, sewer and drainage, removing ledge bsiek of timber 
shed, paving, tlue boiler at smithery, repairs of floating dock, for a new 
shell-house for safe-keeping of shells, and repairs of all kinds, $58,258; 
and there was exptMided for these objects $41,873.21, for contingent 
$28,428.00, and for civil establishment of yards and docks $12,056.50. 

1856. The sloop of war Vandalia^ Commander Rootes, arrived from 
the East Indies, in October, 185G, and was paid off and placed in ordi- 
nary. 

The bureau's estimjite for repairs and improvements for the fiscal year 
185()-'57 amounted to $07,700, and the amount appix)priated August 
16, 1856, for the following objects, was, viz: 

For completing launching w^ays of ship house No. 4, pitch house, 
tools for machinists and smiths, timber slip, dredging, fences, complet- 
ing extension of ship house No. 4, and repairs of all kinds, $78,200 
The Bureau also estimated, for an ordnance building, shell house for 
loaded shells, gun skids, and shot beds, a further sum of $40,000, which 
was appropriated, making the total appropriation for the year 1856-'57 
$118,200. 

Tliere was expended, however, during the fiscal year for repairs and 
iniprovenuMits, only $47,651.53, $17,001.11 for contingent, and $12,046 
for the civil establishment of yards and docks. 

1857. March 6, 1857, lion. Isaac Toucey, of Connecticut, succeeded 
Mr, Dobbin as the Secretary of the Navy. 

In July, 1857, Capt. J. T. Newton, while on leave of absence, was 
struck with paralysis, and after a few hours of suffering expired, sur- 
rounded by his family and friends. During the tAventy months he com- 
manded the station he had won the esteem of all classes. Commander 
Charles W. Pickering, the senior ofiiccr after his death, temporarily a4S- 
suukmI the command until relieved on the lltli of August by Oapt. 
John Pope, ordei ed by the Department as commandant. 

The T>ureau estimated for repairs and suggested improvements for 
the fiscal year 1857-'58 the sum of $154,460, which included, for litting 
and furnishing the ordnance building and repairs, $4,223. 

Th(^ amount approi)riated March 3, 1857, was for removing ledge, 
coal house, otlices and muster room, tank shed, lodge for ordinaiy, 
engine hcmse, for prepai ing moorings for deep basin, and repairs of all 
kinds, $124,422; for fitting and furnishing ordnance building, and con- 
ductors, and repairs of all kinds, $4,223; in all $128,645. The amount 
estimated for continuing the quay Avail and tilling in was not appro- 
priated. 

The expenditure during the year for repairs and improvement wa« 
$122,343.14; for contingent, $38,006.01, and for the civil establishment 
oiymds and docks, $11,761.33; in att, %lT2,m.^. Ot co\u:«e^ with 
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such liberal appropriations and expenditure, the yard put on a busy 
appearance and tlie working force was largely increased. Tlie number 
of workmen employed on the first day of each month of the fiscal year 
was as follows : July, 1857, 510 5 August, 309 ; September, 501 ; October, 
264; November, 033; December, 551; January, 1858, 523; February, 
496; March, 399; April, 414; May, 504; June, 470. This was exclusive 
of the oiHlinary men. 

The ordnance building was completed, fitted, and furnished. The 
fine building for offices and muster-room was commenced this year and 
finished in 1800 at a cost of $28,621.54, and a beautiful iron fence sub- 
stituted for the wooden one in front of the officers' quarters, at a cost 
of $7,457.59. Over $12,000 was expended on the launching and haul- 
ing up ways, and $26,952.80 in dredging in front of the dry dock basin; 
$21,856.22 in com])leting the new ordnance building; $10,123 on the 
loaded-shell house, and $6,288.16 for gun skids and shot beds. 

The dry dock was in almost continual use throughout the year, the 
frigate Comftitvtion being hauled up on the railway connectted with it 
to be rebuilt and the sloops of war Vandalia and Falmouth repaired 
ai)on it. 

1858. In June, 1858, the Turkish minister, M. Said Suleiman Ef- 
fendi, visited the yard in company with the Turkish Vice-Admii*al 
Mehemed Pasha and suite; they were received with all the honors due 
their rank. 

. . Congress having, on the 12th of June, 1858, authorized the building 
of seven new steam sloops of war, it was decided to build one of them 
at Portsmouth. Accordingly, the ship house No. — , which, since the 
launch of the lightship, had been vacant, was cleaned out and made 
ready to receive the keel of one, which was laid in July and (tailed the 
MohieaHj the second steam vessel and the first screw steamer laid down 
at the yard. 

The gun park, shot park, anchor parks, and small park in front of 
the ci)mmaudant's house were made, and tlie present (1877) flagstaff 
erected in plaee of the old one. Many of these improvements are due 
to the good taste and energy of Lieutenant, now Admiral, D. D. Porter, 
who, in 1858-'59 and 1860, was ''first lieutenant of the yard.'' 
' The estimates for repairs and improvements for the fiscal year 1858- 



'59 were: 

For mooring piers for floating dock $13, 618 

For extoudiiig Htables 7, 082 

For coiiipletiiig dock basin 6, 750 

For repairH of floating dock 3, Hiyi) 

For repairs of aU kinds 20, 900 

$52, 215 

Ordnance works : 

For gun-curriage shop and storcbonae 3(5, 500 

For boiler room, boiler, online, and niacliinory 8, 100 

For repairs of all kinds 2^<m 

Total of eatimatea ^^^'^^S^ 



1 
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and that anioiiiit was ai)i)r(>priat<*d by tlie act of Couf^r^s approved 
Juno 12, 1858. Tlie Bureau estimated in addition for building a hos- 
l)ital $30,374, whieli Avas not appi*opriated. 

The amount expended under yanla and doeks for the same year 
was, for its civil establishment, $12,506.01; improvement and repair, 
$05,054.00; contingent, $27,720.48. This does not include the amount 
expended for ordnance works. 

The i)rincipal improvements effected in the yard in 1859 were build- 
iiij»- a tank shed at a cost of $12,288.38; a coal house, $17,004.17, and 
mooring ])iers for dock, $8,301.10, and there was expended under the 
head of repairs $20,724.03. 

1859. In the early part of 1850 the screw steamship I^orth America, 
beh)nf»ing to the Portland and Liverpool line, arrived, disabled, having 
been in collision with a floating icc»berp: upon her passage aeross the 
ocean. There being no other facilities for taking so large a ship out of 
the water, the Department, at the request of the company, gave i>er- 
niission for her repair upon the dry dock. 

On the 15th ol'Kebruary the screw steam sloop Jl/bWcfln was launched. 
She was completed and fitted out and sailed from the yard during the 
year. Hit extreme length was 2;)3 feet; breadth of beam, 33 feet; depth 
of hold, 10 feet, and her draft of water, 13 feet. She tonned by the old 
ni(iasureinent 904, and by the new, ()71 tons, and disi)laced 1,550 tons. 
She was bark-rigged and spread 0,8(M) square feet of canvas, and her 
armament w as two 11-inch guns and four 32-pounders. Her last sei^vice 
Avas in the Pacific, and under the name of repairs a new ship of the same 
name, 010 tons by the new measurement and displacing 1,575 tonSj is 
being constructed at the Mare Island navy-yard. 

The sl()oi> of war Pf»V^wio?///t sailed ^^^^ y^nl for the coast of 

Africa, and the repairs of the slooj) of war Dale were hurried to comple- 
tion. The RAZEE sloo]) of war Cumherhindj flag ship of the home squad- 
ron, arrived at the yard and was paid off and put out of commission. 

In tS50 a board, composed of Commodore Francis H. Gregory, presi- 
dent; Capt. G. S. Van Hrunt, Commanders 0. H. Poor and John E. 
Tucker, and Li(uit. David 1). Porter, the present Adiniral of the Navy, 
was convened by order of the Hon. Isaac Toucey, Secretary of the 
Navy, to examine the several navy-yards on the Atlantic coast, and 
investigates and report upon their condition, defects, and deficiencies. 

This board made a voluminous report, and as so much of it as re- 
lates to the Portsmouth na\y-yard may be considered a fair exhibit of 
its state and requirements at the connnencement of the great rebellion, 
I will ]>r()ceed to give the substance of it. They reported: 

Tliat tlio fire cnginr-s, coiiRistiiig of two, wore in jjood coiiditiou, Init there is a 
cloficioncy of liook aud ladder trucks; otherwiHe the lire dt^partiucnt was in good 
order. 

They recommended, however, tw^o more fire engines. 

The Ordnance is a good-sized and convenient estaldislnnent, quite Hufiicient for the 
reqniremeuta of the N&vy as at present regulated. aAOAiVoii, ^>SkT\.- 
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carriage loft, connected with wliidi was a steam engine for driving the machinery, 
will, when iinislied, make a very complete ordnance bnilding. The dnty of the de- 
partment seemed conducted with a due regard to economy, both in the number of 
men employed and in the preservation of ])ublic property. 

The rigging loft, in tlie same building with the spar and mold lofts, is one of the 
most substantial and well arranged buildings for the purpose the board liave seen, 
and seemed built for future emergencies as well as ]»re8ent pur]K)ses. 

TJte amilherif is not a very large sho]), but is sufficient to acconnnodate 100 men in 
case of necessity. At this time only 25 men are enijdoyed ; the number has never 
exceeded 25. The building is not a modern one, nor remarkable for its arrangements, 
but answers very well the purposes for which it was intended. 

Above the smithery is the machine islwp, which is quite a small affair compared to 
the machine shops of other yards, but it is capable of performing all the work re- 
quired for the ships, and for other purposes, in a substantial and economical manner. 
Only 28 persons were employed in this de])artment under the machinist, including 
the foundry men, the coppersmith, the tinner, the engineer, and foreman attached to 
the steam department of the yard. A small number, considering all the w^ork done, 
but sufficient for all the requirements of that de]>artment. 

Hie storekeeper's building is an ordinary one when compared with others of the same 
kind, but sufficient for the present wants of the Navy, and will have a considerable 
amount of room added when the office building under construction is iinished. 

The clerical force of the yard is small in comi)arison with other yards, but the ex- 
penditures are small, and the board can see no reason for increasing it. 

The sail loft is over the storekeeper's office, in charge of a naval sailmaker. It is 
a good-sized room, cai)able of accommodating, if necessary, 100 sailmakers. 

The steam sawmill andjoinern' shopj under a master joiner, is in a convenient position 
in the yard. The sawmill is capable of sawing out planking enough for two shii)s 
of war, provided that number were building at onetime, though the planks are sawed 
in advance to be put away for seasoning. The daily average numl>er of feet sawed, 
face measure, is 800 feet of Southern pinc^, and 700 feet of oak, the full ca])acity of 
the mill. There is room and power in the same building for two more saws, which 
could be put up at little exi)ense, and would increase the number of feet three times. 
Using the lower part of the bnilding would give power to drive six saws, wliich could 
do six times the anumnt of work now done. 

The joiner ss' shop \A qniie a small affair, but has a complete outlit of machinery, 
planing, grooving, mortising, sawing, turning, etc. Under the joiner sho}) is a room 
in which 2 or 3 men are employed in repairing, and sometimes in making, blocks. 
Most of the new blocks are, however, supplied from Boston. 

Seven buildings have been built within the last two years, or are being built; when 
completed they will supply acconmiodaiions sufficient for present purposes. When 
they are finished, the present joiner shop will only be required for generalship work, 
and with an addition, for which the money is approi)riated, it will be a well-arranged 
and efficient de))artment. 

The ffun carriage shopj in one of the lofts of a timber shed, conducted by a foreman 
nnder the constructor, and supervised by the ordnance officer, is to be transfen-ed to 
the ordnance building when it is completed. 

The floating dry dock is in good repair and answers very well for the small-class 
Bteamers. It seems doubtful whether it would acconnnodate the largest class of ves- 
sels, and is not economically managed, toonumy men being employed in getting ves- 
Bels in and out. 

There are a number of fine timher sheds ab(mt the yard, and a tatik shed, lately put 
lip. All these sheds have good lofts, ea])able of being converted, in cases of emer- 
gency, into storehouses, or, at small exi»ense, into work shops. 

The ship houses are in excellent order, as indeed are all the buildings in the yard, 
except the hoat-huildcrs* shedj an inf'erior and old fvam^ \>\\\\vV\\\9,, viqv^^xssvNSvSvr^ 
matter, and likely to take fire from a steam box. svt feouWi cvjlCl vil\JcL^ 
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Tivelrc watchmen are em])loyed about the yard, but they wear no badge or uuifbrm, 
whicli the board recoiniiiondB. 

The yard in well Hiipplied with irafer-closeta. close to the places whernt the men 
work, and th(\v cuu not stray far from the shopKor make a plea fur idling their time 
out of night of thi'ir overseer. 

The roadH require no repair, even aft-t'r a hard winter. 

There is a neat and eonveniont park for guns, good shell-houses, and a magazine 
at the furtlu^r end of the yard. 

TheoHicerH, exce])t the chaplain, are all provideti with quarters, ucatly and sys- 
tematically arranged. 

Thf jMarlne Jiarraaka are within the yard. 

One thousand tivo hundred and tifty-nine tons of coal, exposed to the weather fur 
some years, and no doubt deteriorated in consequence, the board think out to be 
shedded over. 

The general a])]>oarance of the yard is good, and the buildings well adapted for the 
purposi'S for which they are intemled. The police fair and, with one or two excep- 
tions, coni)>osed of good men. It was defective inasmuch as there is no captain of 
the watch to answer for the police, make details, morning and evening reports, and 
no uniform to mark or distinguish the police. 

The fit'v depart meut is not well organized, the men not having been sufficiently 
drilled. The tire apparatus is not sufficient for the prutectiun of so much property. 
Another engine and hook and ladder trucks are deemed essential, and hook and lad- 
der men. 

The board reconunended the purchase of the water front of Seaveys Island, next to 
the navy-yard, which was connected by a bridge with it and was becoming thickly 
settled with mechanics who worked in the yard. Otherwise, they said, "wharves and 
other obstructiims may be thrown out in the separating creek," and add, "It may be 
desirable that the (iovemmeut should shut up the creek some of these days, for the 
purpotse of Ituilding a stone dry dock at the mouth of it when the present dry dock 
Hliall Ite worn out or will bo no longer serviceable to accoumiodate the larger class 
(d" steam men-of-war. A dock can easily be made here by running a bulkhead 
acrross and ]>um])ing out the water, and no other excavation will be required than 
that already ])rovided by nature, and great facilities will exist for getting in the 
Imildiug material both by land and water.'' 

The board further reconunended the following clerks, master workmen, foremen, 
etc., as the tutun.' estal)lishmont of the yard, to be iucreiise<l, of course, with the 
necessities of the service: 

iUmmaudanVn office. — One chief clerk, $1,200 per annum; 1 writer, $1.75 per day; 
1 porter, $456 i»er annum; 1 messenger, 75 cents per day. 

Ordnanve office. — One writer, $2.50 ])er day; 1 foreman gun-caniage sho}), $3.12 
I»er day. 

Commander^H office. — One messenger, at $1.25 per day. The offices of boatswain, 
gunner, carpenter, and sailmaker to be lille<l by Navy officers. One foreman of rig- 
gers, at $2.50 per day ; 1 foreman of of saihnakers, at $2.81 per day. 

Master of the yard. — One master's mate to look after the yard laborers, etc., at $2 
per day. 

Constructor's department. — One draftsman, $900 per annum ; 1 clerk, $800 per annum ; 
1 office attendant, $1.25 per day; 1 forenuin of shij) carj)enters, $3.50 per day; 1 
master Joiner, $3.50 per day; 1 foreman, $2.81 per day; 1 laborer to clear up, $1.25 
per day; 1 master blacksmith, $3.50 per day; 1 foreman to assist and work, $3.12 per 
day; 1 laborer in shop to clear up, $1.25 per day; 1 master boat-builder, $3.50 per 
day; 1 leading man to work with tools, and receive 25 per cent in addition to afirHt- 
class workman's pay ; 1 master calker, when wanted, $3.50 day; 1 mast-er mast- 
maker, $3..50 per day; 1 master painter, $3.50 per day; 1 leading man to assist and 
work, and to receive 25 per cent addition to iirst-class journeyman's pay; 1 foreman 
ofcoopera, to be employed when required, $2.50 pex day. 
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Inspector of timber*8 office, — One inspector of timber, $1,050 per annum ; 1 writer, $2 
per day. 

Machiniate' department. — One master machinist, $3.50 per day ; 1 quarterman, $2.81 
per day. 

Civil engineer* 8 department. — One civil engineer $1,800 per annum; 1 draftsman, $900 
per annum; 1 master mason, $3.50 per day; 1 quartennan to every 30 men employctl, 
and such additional qnartermen as the civil engineer, with the sanction of the com- 
mandant, may deem necessary, to receive 25 per cent adtlitional on tirst-chiss jour- 
neymen's pay, provided it does not exceed 50 cents per djiy. 

Purser of the yard. — One clerk, $750 per annum; 1 messenger, to act for lieutenant 
also, $1.25 per day; 1 clerk of the yard, $1,200 j)er annum; 1 check clerk, $2 per day ; 
1 writer to assist the mast.er, $2 per day. 

Storekeeper's department.-r^ne clerk, $750 per annum ; 1 writer, $2 per day ; 1 receiver, 
$1.75 per day; 1 laborer, $1 25 per day; 1 dock master, $1,000 per annum. 

Teamsters^ department. — One head teamster (to be paid Sundays), at $2 per day. 

Police. — One captain, $1.75 per day ; 12 watchmen, at $1.50 per day. 

The foregoing schedule does not mention the ordinary men or persons 
belonging to the dispensary, and does not relate to mechanics, laborers, 
teamsters, etc., as many of whom may be employed, at the usual rate of 
wages, as the commandant may deem necessary. 

The number of laborers and mechanics employed in the yard on the 
first day of each month for the fiscal year 1859-'00, exclusive of 19 or- 
dinary men, was: July, 1859, 337; August, 267; September, 279; Octo- 
ber, 299; November, 356; December, 335; January, 1860, 191; Febru- 
ary, 241; March, 144; April, 161; May, 155; June, 118. 

The Bureau's estimates for the repairs and improvement of the yard 
for the fiscal year 1859-'60 were: 



For removing cofferdam $6, 028 

For sewer 3, 880 

For machine shop 8, 820 

For hoat house and carpenter shop 31, 632 

For gas works 17, 490 

For capstans and masting shears 5, 227 

For repairs of floating dock 5, GOO 

For repairs of all kinds 26, 800 



Total 105,477 



For a hospital huilding / 22, 000 



Ordnance purposes : 

For gun skids 8, 172 

For shot heds 3,240 

For a new powder magazine 32, 585 

For repairs of all kinds 2, 500 



Total 46,497 



GongresB, however, probably in lionsoquence of the r(^]>ort of the 
Board of Officers, by the act of March 3, 1859 only appropriated: For 
preservation and current repairs, $11,000, and for gun skids, shot beds, 
new powder magazine, and ordnance re])airs of all kinds, $46,497; and 
the exi)enditures for the fiscal year for those obje(*ts amounted to 
♦42,699.28. Of this amount $13,567 were ex\m\v\^(V ^wt w-v^^vt^-*^"^?^^'^ 
for a boiler at amithery, and $28,021 for t\ie oi0^cv^ \i\3\\v\\w^^. 
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1860. For the liscal year oiiding June 30, 1861, Congress, on the 22d 
of June, 1860, appropriated tor preservation and current repairs, 
$10,000. 

June 22 a law was paasi^d clianging the title of [mrser in the Xavy 
to 1 my master. 

On the ()th of Au^jjust, 1860, the frigate^ Confttilulion sailed from the 
yard, under tlie eoinmand of Lieut. David 1). i^orter, for Anna])olis, to 
be used as a sehool ship for the midshipmen at the Naval Academj% 

The sloo])s of war MiwedonUm and Marion arrived and were put out 
of eommissicni and i)hiced in ordinary. 

The saluting battery upon the wall near the timber dock was built 
and the guns mounted. 

On the 1st of October (^apt. John Po])e was relieved as commandant 
by Capt. Cieorge F. l^earson. 

In December the CumberlaniJ was litted for se^i and sailed for New 
York, under thecommand of Cai)t. John Marston. She proceeded thence 
to Hampton Roads, where she was destroyed by the rebels March 8, 
1862. 

During 1860 the purchase of the whole or a part of Seaveys Island, 
in consequence of the recommendation of the board, began to be agi- 
tated as a desirable addition to the navy -yard; and Mr. Chandler, the 
(jivil engineer of the yard, was directed to make a plan of the island, 
which shows the following to have been the owners of the island at 
that date, viz: 

Acres. j Acfch. 
Lot 1. Horatio nriiljce, U. S. Lot 17. D. Prior 337 

Niivy 22.025 Lot 18. C. Prior 9.352 

Lot 2. Horatio Bridge, U. S. i Lot 19. 1). TretVtheii 4.m 

Navy 7.131 I Lot 20. D. TreietUeii 2.7r»2 

Lot 3. S. Odionc 355 | Lot 21. J. TretWlieii 1.182 

Lot 4. K. S. A]»i»l«'tou l.m : Lot 22. H. TL HiitHiiim 109 

Lot 5. T. Sterliiijr 2«3 ' Lot 23. T. H. Abrams 13.215 

Lot (». K. S. A])i)lotoii 5(H) ' Lot 24. C. Prior 10.015 

Lot 7. J. Prior 2.158 ' Lot 25. C. Noal 036 

Lot 8. W. Prir)r Sifi) ' Lot 26. S. C. Dixon 195 

Lot 9. E. K. Locko 362 ' Lot 27. John l»rior IS.TiM 

Lot 10. W. Morsf 137 . Lot 28. J. Trofethen 1.216 

Lot 11. S. St<^riing 211 ' Lot 29. W. Tarleton 191 

Lot 12. Scliool-liouso lot 103 i Lot L. Prior 2.745 

Lot 13. C. AValkor 151 ' Lot 31. GiMMgc B. Prchlo .^S.OU 

Lot 14. C. l»rior 188 I 

Lot 15. C. Prior 15^1 ! Total acroH 101.272 

Lot 16. J. C. l»rior 6:^5 I 

As the island was said to contain 105 acTes, more or less, the defi- 
ciency of acrres, unowned, was i)robably in the public road, which 
extended from north to south across the island, as shown on the plan. 

Seaveys Island was one of the Puddington Islands, Navy-Yard Island 
being the other, which were granted to Thomas Furnell in 1045. Being 
Jar^>er than the i^^avy-Yard Island and having more ai^ble land, it soon 
Jjud a number of owners. 
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In 1721 Mary Kelley, only surviving (fliild and heiress of Joanna 
Kelley, formerly Joanna Fernald, and daughter and heir of Thomas 
Femald, deceased, conveyed to Stephen Seavey all the land on Fernald 
Island, in Kittery, which belonged to her said mother *loanna, con- 
taining about 16 acres. Tlie same year Stephen Seavey purchased 
another lot on the island from John Kennard and EHzabeth, his wife, 
daughter of Patience Atkins, who was one of the children of Thomas 
Femald. lie was the first of the name of Seavey who owned land on the 
island. March 20, 1730, John Henderson conveyed to him another 17 
acres. In September, 1742, the inventory of his estate included 49J 
acres of land on Fernald Island, which his administrators, Ste])hen, jr., 
and Mary Seavey, in 1744, conveyed to Benjaulin Miller, who reeon- 
veyed the same to Stephen Seavey, jr. 

The first conveyance of land in which it is called ^'Seavey's Island," 
was 14 a<'T^»j conveyed November 14, 179G, by Stephen Seavey, a son 
of the first so named, to Josiah Davis, the condition being that "said 
Davis should furnish him with meat, drink, lodging and ai)parel, etc., 
during life." In 1799 William Jenkins conveyed to Stephen Jenkins 
"2 acres on Seavey's Island," and in 1806 Alice Jenkins conveyed to 
Joseph Jenkhis "7 acres of land and buildings on Seavey's Island." 

October 15, 1784, Stei)hen Seavey sold Henry Trefethen 10 acres. 

November 14, 1790, to Josiah Davis, 14 acres. 

May 10, 1803, to his daughter, Ann Gibson, 40 acres. 

In all 70 acres, all on Seavey's or Fernald's Island, and from the latest 
date, 1803 to 1860, no Seavey has had any ownership in the island. 
The name of Jenkins, as the island Avas sometimes called, seems to have 
passed from any ownership of the island in 180G. 

HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY- YARD, PORTSMOUTH, N. H., 1861 

TO 1877. 

COMMANDANTS— COMMOJyORl^ GEORGE F. PEARSON, 1860-'64; COMMODORE THEO- 
DORUS BATLEV, 1864-'67; COMMODORE JOSEPH LANMAN, 1867-69; COMMODORE JOHN 
A. WINSLOW, 1869-70; COMMODORE ALEX. M. PENNOCK, 1870-72; COMMODORE J. C. 
HOWELL, 1872- 74; COMMODORE ANDREW BRVSON, 1874^ 76; CAPTAIN EARL ENGLISH, 
1876-77; COMMODORE JOHN (;UEST. 1877. 

1861. Congress having appropriated only a few thousand dollars for 
the current repairs of the yard for the fiscal year ending ,June 30, 1801, 
the appropriation was well-nigh exhausted on the 1st of » January, 1861, 
so that on that day the working force of the yard was only 140, a less 
number than had been employed on any one day for the seven years 
preceding. This small number of mechanics and laborers was still 
farther reduced during the months of February and March and in the 
beginning of April, when less than 100 men were employed. 

On the 21st of February, Congress passed a law that not more than 
93,000 should be expended at any navy-yard in repairing the hull and 
8pai*8 of any vessel until the necessity and exyedieucY waslV^^m^^^*^ 
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and their probable cost liad been ascertained and reported to the Navy 
Dex>artnK*nt, by a board composed of a captain or conimauder in the 
Navy, the naval constnictor of the yard, and two master workmen, or 
one master workman and an engineer, according to the nature of the 
repairs to bi* made. And that not more than $ 1,00<) shouhl be expended 
on the sails and rigging of any vessel until the necessity and expediency 
Averc ascertained and report^nl u])on by a board composed of one naval 
ofticcr, designated by the Secretary of the Navy, and the master rigger 
an<l master sailmaker of the yard where the vessel was. 

On the 5th of March the lion. Gideon Welles succeeded the Hon. 
Isaac* Touccy as Secretary of the Navy, and soon the active progi-ess 
of the rebellion antf the fall of Sumter occasioned renewed activity in 
all the departments of the yard. 

On the 27th of April the comnumdant received orders to put the 
yard on a war footing, to arm the earthworks (Foit Sullivan) on Seii- 
vcys Island with a battisy of .S inch guns, and to open a rendezvous in 
rortsmoiith to recruit men for the Navy and the Marine Coii)s. The 
guard was doubled in the yard, and an addition was made to the 
watchmen. 

On the 1st of ]\Iay we find the wwking force of the yard increased 
from S5 to 820, and before December was over 1,800 workmen were 
em])loyed. The coumiandant was also emi)owered to examine and ap- 
point oflic(M S for the volunteer service, subject to the approval of the 
S(H*retary of the Navy. The frigates Santee and ^ahrne and sloops of 
war ]>ale and Marion were titted for sea with all dis])ateh, and sailed 
from the yard on a cruise, and the keels of two screw steam sloops, 
Kearsar</e and OssipeCj and the side- wheel double-ender Sehaffo^ were 
laid. The Kearsanje was lauiK hed on the 5th of October, the Oaaipee on 
the l(»th of November, and the t^tbayo on the 20th of November follow- 
ing. 

The Kvarmrge tonned 1,031 tons by the old, 695 tons by the new, 
measurement, and disphuted 1,550 tons. Her dinu*nsionswere: Length 
over all, 214J feet; length on water line, lOSi feet; beam, 33 feet; 
depth, H) feet. She had two engines of 400 horse powei, built by 
Woodrnir & IJeach, of Hartford, Conn., by contract for $104,000, and 
she cost when ready for sea $280,018.05. Her armament was two 11- 
inch smooth-bore Dahlgrens, one 30-pounder Parrott rifle, and four 32- 
pounders. 

Th(» Kearsarge did not get to sea until the 5th of February, 1862, 
when she left the yard under the command of Commander C. W. Pick- 
ering, who was relieved the following y(»ar by Capt. John A. Winslow. 
Her action with the Confederate i^tenmar Alabama on the 19th of June, 
1804, and sinking of that vessel, is a matter of history. In that action 
her complement consisted of 22 oliicers and 140 men. The vessels were 
very evenly mak^hed as regards tonnage, armament, speed, and com- 
j>lement of otticers and men. The Kearsarge is still in service and in 
wsts in commissiou and attached to tAni X^vaWc ^c^^kAxoii. 
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. The Ossipee tonned 1,240 tons by the okl, 828 tons by the new, measure- 
ment, and displaced 1,900 tons. Her engines were built by the Reli- 
ance Machine Company, Mystic Bridge, Conn., by contract for $9t3,000, 
and the total cost of the vessel and her machinery was, $363,787.10. 
Her armament consisted of two 11-inch Dahlgrens, four 32-j)ounders, 
and two rifled guns. She is still in service, and in 1877 was in com- 
mission and attached to the Nortb Atlantic squadron. 

The double ender Sebago, ten guns, 832 tons, old measurement, was 
launched November 30, 1801. Her machinery, built by the Novelty 
Works, New York, cost $50,000, and her total cost was $212,722.22. 
She was sold out of the service after the war, January 19, 1867, when 
but a little over 5 years old, for $16,000. 

Besides these vessels, the keels of the double-enders Mahasl-a, So 
nomaj and Conemaugh^ and steam screw sloop Sacramento were laid 
and some progress made in their construction. The Maha^Jca was the 
size of the Seba^o. Her machinery was built by the Morgan Iron 
Works, New York, and her total cost when ready for sea $210,772.22. 
She was launched January 30, 1862, and was sold out of service in 
1870, for about $16,000. 

The appropriation for the yard, February 21, 1861, for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1862, was "for repairs of all kinds, $21,000." 

A good amount of work was done, and a large amount of money ex- 
pended, however, during the year 1861, from balances of old appropri- 
ations, used in anticipation of fui'ther appropriations, as will be seen 
from the following return of expenditures, viz : 



Tor repairs (appropriation 1861-'62) $7, 613. 02 

For quay waU at dock basia 21, 946. 47 

For machinery and tools (appropriation 1862-^63) 7, 376. 31 

For repairs on dock basin 28, 652. 44 

For additional story to engine house (appropriation 1857- 58) 12, 034. 83 

For east wing of ordnance building (ai)propriation 1856- o7) 27, 118. 46 

For gun skids (appropriation 1859-'60) 5, 729. 38 

For powder magazine (appropriation 1859-60) 25, 318. 11 



Total 135,788.97 



For the fiscal year 1862-63 the Bureau estimated for needed im- 
provements and repairs: For mftchine shop and smithery, ^88,900 j 
fitting and furnishing machine shop, $31,826; reservoir, $9,000; cap- 
stan for shears, $5,359; futtock saw-mill and building, $10,000; exten- 
sion of storehouse Ko. 11, $10,000; re]>airs of all kinds, $31,750; total, 
$205,035, and for a hospital building, $20,000. 

Congress by its act approved July 14, 1862, appropriated for these 
objects and "the increase of ordnance machinery and shops," additional, 
$242,032, and for purchase of land for hospital on Seaveys Island, sub- 
ject to certain provisos, $14,500, and for hospital on Seaveys Island, 
subject to proviso, $10,000. 

Only $103,697.33, however, were expisud^ d\xt\xi% \!cl<^ '^'^\5^^ '^^^'^ 
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year for repairs and iin])i*oveiiionts. The land on Seiiveys Island was 
not inircliasod. Trini)()rary hospital buildings were, however, erected. 

The ('onvmaitffh, side- wheel double-ender, 832 tons, 10 guns, machin- 
ery built by the Novelty Works, New York, wa^s launched March 3, 
18G1*. She eost, ineluding i?50,0(K) for her machinery, $193,416.70, and 
was sold in ^'ew York, October 1, 18G7, for 817,100. 

The Sonoma, side wheel double-ender, 055 tons, 10 guns, machinery 
built by tlu' Novelty AYorks, Xew Y'ork, was launched Api-il 15, 1863. 
She eost, including ?r)0,000 for her machinery, $194,962.34, and wjis sold 
at auction in New Y^nk, October 1, 1867, for $16,000. 

Tiic Siu ramentOj screw steamer, 1,367 tons. Her engines were built 
by the Taunton IManufacturing Comi)any, Massachusetts, by contract, 
for >? 11 7,000, aiul she was humched April 25, 1862. Her total cost was 
$303,218.50. She was wrecked in the Bay of Bengal June 19, 1867. 

The SfissacHft, side- wheel double-ender, 974 tons, machinery built at 
the Atlantic Works, Boston, Mass., was launched December 23, 1862. 
Her total cost, including $50,000 for her machinery, was $249,037.17, 
She was sold at auction in 1868. 

Besides these new vessels, the st<^am frigates Colorado said Minnesota 
and the sailing sloop of war (\>/?«ff77(///o/i were repaired during the year 
and sailed from the yard, and the steam frigate Franklin was nearly 
completed to launching. 

Several temporary sheds Avere erected about the yard to accommo- 
date the ditl'orent departments, which were being crowded to their ut- 
most extent. From 1,200 to 1,800 woi kmen were employed by the Gov- 
ernment during the year, and in addition there was quite a force of 
contractors' men em]>loy(^d in placing the machinery in the new vessels. 

1862. In July of t\m year (1S62) the grades of rear-admiral, commo- 
dore, lieutenant commander, and ensign were introduced into the Navy. 
Heretofore a ca]>tain who had commanded a squadron and worn a broad 
pennant was called by courtesy commodore, and if in command of a 
navy-yard, was entitled to wear a broad pennant on the receiving shii>, 
but the Xavy I)e])artment invariably addressed him oOicially as cap- 
tain." A r(?tired list was also created. The spirit ration in the 2^'avy, 
from and aft^*r the 1st day of September, 1862, was abolished, and no 
distilled spirituous liciuor allowed on board of vessels of war from that 
date except as medical stores. 

By an act approved July 16, 1862, the act of December 21, 1861, reg- 
ulating the hours of labor and wages of employes in the navy-yards, 
was amended," but in fact virtually repassed, so as to read: 

That the hours of hibor and rat« of wages of the employees in the navy-yards HhaU 
conf<»iMn, asnoarly as consistent with the pnhlic interest, with those of private estab- 
lishments in tlie vicinity of the respective navy-yards, to he determined hy the com- 
man(hints of tlie navy-yards, snhject to the revision of the Secretary of the Navy. 

The act for the better goverinnent of the navy, commonly known as 
the "Articles of War," which had been in force since 1800, were revised 
and reenaeted. 
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The Bureau's estimates for ''repairs and preservation," and the 
amount appropriated by the act of March 3, 18G3, for the fiscal year 
1863-'64, was— 



For boathouse and carpenters' shop $31, 632 

PaintShop 9,758 

Bishop's derrick 36, 000 

Railway, etc 13, 622 

Knee dock waU 6, 600 

Repairs of floating dock 2, 500 

Repairs of all kinds 32, 250 



Total 132,362 



There was also appropriated for an ordnance timber shed and store- 
house for howitzers, $31,522, and on the 14:th of March, in a deficiency 
bill, for a naval hospital, $25,000. 

Notwithstanding these large estimates and appropriations the whole 
amount expended under the Bureau of Yards and Docks, for the fiscal 
year, wiis, for the civil estiiblishment, $13,1065 for imi)rovements and 
repairs, $33,793, and for contingent or. maintenance $83,817.23. 

1863' On the 4th of February, 1863, the porters' lodge took fire and 
was entirely consumed; a heavy northwest wind blowing, and the mer- 
cury being 13^ below zero, rendered all assistance unavailing. ' It was 
i*ebuilt in 1864. 

Temporary barracks were erected in 1863, upon Seaveys Island, for 
the accommodation of the colored soldiers who were ordered from 
Hampton Roads, to garrison Fort Sullivan, on that island. Those sol- 
diers were commanded by white officers. These buildings were removed 
to Wood Island for quarantine i)uri)oses in 1869. 

During the year 1863 the steamers Faictuxentj Shawmuty and Niiysic 
were built and launched, and the frigate St, Laicrence^hiivk Fernan- 
dinay and steam sloops Alabama, Decotah, and Agawam repaired and 
fitted for sea. 

On the 18th of November the keel of the ironclad FaMoconoway, 
subsequently called the Thunderer, and again renamed the Massachu- 
setts, was laid in ship house Ko. 4, where she still remains upon the 
stocks. 

The Pawtuxent, side-wheel, double-ender, 974 tons old, 650 tons new 
measurement, was launched May 19, 1863. Her machinery was built 
by the Providence Steam Engine Company for $50,000, and she cost 
$249,438.39. She was sold at auction in New York, October 15, 1867, 
for $15,000. 

The Sliawmut, screw steamer, 6 guns, 593 tons old, 410 tons new 
measurement, was launched June 15, 1863. Her machinery was built 
by the Corliss Steam Engine Company, Providence, and her cost was 
$327,639.52. She was, in 1877, laid up in ordinary at Norfolk, Ya. 

The Ifipsic, a screw steamer of the same dimensions as the Shaicmvt, 
was launched June 15, 1863. Her machinery was built by Wood\rufil & 
Beach; Hartford, Conn., and she cost 1255,^^. ^\vfc^^^^yt^^\JL^x>^^5i. 
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AVasliiiigton in ISl^ and in 1877 a now and larger vessel of the same 
nanio was being hnilt tlioir under the name of repairs. 



Durinjr the year tliere was expended: 

For n paii-s $66,567.45 

For rrsenoir lu'twiM-n whip Iiohsi-b (approjiriatiuiiy 1862-'(>3) 8,283.66 

For jiiox isinii ami clotliin^x stniv (\o. 3) 12,580.99 

Fur fiHtcM-k iiiill (!ii»iiropnatiou, 18«L»-<53) 10,000.00 

For paint shop (appropriation, 18<».*i-'64) 6,500.00 

For port it's hoiis<» ^rrpairH) 3,469.00 

For kneo dock wall (appropriation, 1863-'64) 9, 344.62 



Total 116,745.72 



Tlivou;rli<uit the year lSt)t the yard was alive with workmen and the 
wharv«»s were crowded with vessels. Fi*om 1,400 to 2,500 mechanics 
and laborers were employed, the greatest niindier being in December. 
Tiie sloop of war Vandalia was ordered to the station as a receiving 
ship for reeruits. 

On the ol* tlannary the old ship of the line, Al^ihamaj which had 
been on the stocks since 1817, was launched and renamed the New 
Jlnmpshirc^ there being another vessel named the Alabama then in the 
si'i vicc. She was fitted as a store ship and sent to Port Boyal, S. C, 
to be the deiM>t shi]) at that station. The steum frigsite Colorado ar- 
rived at the yanl and was repaired, do<*ked, and fitted for sea. The 
side wlie«»l st(»anier fJonro was docked, and the st'Ciim frigate tian Jai*into 
repaired and fitted. The ordnance tugs Port Fire and Blue Lighfj the 
stcani frigate Franklin, the steam slooj) Contoocoolc, and ironclad Aga- 
mvnih'iiH were launchexl, and the keels of the steam ti*igates Piscafaquaj 
Mi)nn'tonk(i, and lUinoin laid. Several purchased vessels were docked 
and retitted. 

The boat and carpenters' shop was built by contract with Messrs. 
Clement Oressey. 

Numbers of vessels arrived at the yard from Southern jwrts with 
cases of yellow fever on board, which creat<^d much alarm. In July the 
Pr SiUn arrived, and afticr remaining a short time in the loAver harbor 
steamed up to the yard and was put out of commission. Immediately 
after the fever br(»ke out among the workmen einph)yed on the ship, and 
in several i iistanccs proved fatal. The sail-loft was closed inconsequence, 
the yard put in ([uarantine, and the ship removed to the lower harbor. 

In ( )ct<)])er Commodore Theodonis i^ailey relieved Commodore George 
r. Pearson as commandant of the station. 

Tiu^ I>h(e Lif/lif and Port F/rf were each lO.S tons old and 85 tons new 
measurement. The first was launched February 27 and the latter 
]\Iarch 8, 18(»1, and each cost 828,872.28. They are still in service, the 
Pine Lif/ht at New London, the Port Fire in Portsmouth. 

Tiie AffamntficfiSj a double-turreted ironclad, 1,564 tons old and 
1,08,") tiins new measurement, was launched May 28, 186i, and cost 
$1,010,071.18. KShe was renamed the Terror in 1809, and was broken 
apiii when a new monitor of the ^ame h^xdl^ mth. icon hull 
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was contracted for and commenced in Philadelphia, and she is now 
(1877) being completed. 

The fine screw steam frigate Franklin^ 60 guns, 3,(584 tons old, 3,173 
tons new measurement, with a displacement of 6,170 tons, the largest ship 
ever built at Portsmouth, and which had been on the stocks since 18 — , 
was launched September 17, 1864. She was the first United States 
ship to wear the flag of an admiral at the main on foreign service, 
as the flagship of Admiral D. G. Farragut in the European seas in 
1867-^68. She ha« been in almost constant service since that time, and is 
now (1877), having recently returned from a cruise in the Mediter- 
ranean, the receiving ship at Norfolk, Va. 

The Contoocook^ screw steamer, 2,348 tons old, 1,448 tons new meas- 
urement, was launched December 2, 1864. She was first commissioned 
as the flagship of the North Atlantic Squadron in 1868 and renamed the 
Albany^ May 15, 1869. Having been built of unseasoned timber, she 
decayed very rapidly and was sold December 12, 1872, just eight years 
after her launch. 

The Bureau of Yards and Docks estimate^ for repairs and improve- 
ments, and the amount ai)pr()priated May 24, 1864, for the fiscal year 



ending June 30, 186^, was: 

For plumbers, coppersinitbs, and tm shops $36, 838 

Quay waUs 22, 585 

Mooring piers 12, 330 

Ircm store 7,668 

Extension of ship houses 6, 549 

Machinery and tools 28, 465 

Repairs of floating dock 4, 000 

Repairs of all kinds 27, 000 

Barracks on Seaveys Island 6, 500 



Total 151,9;i5 



There was also appropriated by the sann* act for ordnance purposes: 
For howitzer and gun-e^uipnieiit shed, mticliincry for ordnance buihliiig 
and for fitting and furnishing the new wing of tlie ordnance building, 
grading grounds, and repairs of ordnance buildings and railways 
$20,010. 

The expenditures for repairs and improvement during the same fiscal 



year was $202,852.92. 
The expenditures during the year 1865 were as follows: 

For repairs (appropriation, 1863, 1864, and 1865) $50, 871. 93 

For machine shoj» and sinithery (appn»priation, 1862 and 18(53) 88, 182. 59 

For capstans for shears (appropriation, 1862 and 1863) 243. 12 

For fitting and fnruishing the macliine shop, etc. (apjiropriatinn, 1862 

and 1863) 36,761.46 

For west wing of ordnance linildiiig (appropriation, 1862 and 1863) :^6, 01^2. 15 

For boathouse and carpenters* Hhf»p (appropriation, 1863 and 186-i) 30, 724. 70 

For iron store (appropriation, 18dl and 1865) 9, 592. 54 

For barracks on Seaveys Island (appropriation, 186'1 anil 1865) 6, 500. 00 



Total m,y(Q«iA^ 

2711 7 
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In A]»ril, 1S(»5, a sulufe of one luindml ffuns was fired firom the yard, 
by ord(u* of t\w Se^Totary of the Navy, in honor of the fall of Bichmond 
and the snrnMider of (Umi. liCC and the armies of the late Confederacy. 
In the niid<ll(' of the ])eopU*'s rejoicing: at their suci'esses, the assassina- 
tion of President Lineohi spread a ^h»om over the nation, and the yard 
authorities wore eaUed uimn to fire a salute of minute guns in honor 
and memory of him. 

Tlie war was now rejrarded as over, and a large number of vessels 
arrived at the yard and were put out of commission and sold. The 
eonstniction (»f the ships on the stoeks was continued, and a mechanical 
forces varying: from 1,200 to 2,500, was employed thn)ughout the year. 
On the r)tli of May there were 2,503 men on the rolls, the largest number 
tliat had ever been employed at one time in the yard. 

Chief Enj?ineer Hartleman, with two assistant engineers, was ordered 
to (he yard in charge of the machinery building, etc. They were the 
first naval enjrineers refrnlarly attache^l to the yard establishment. 

1866. The Piffcafaqua, 21 guns, screw steamer, a first rate, 3,177 
tons old, 2, liM) new, measnrenu^ut, with a displacement of 4,000 tons, was 
lannelied »hine 11, 1800. Her engines were built by AVoodruft* & Beach, 
of Hartford, Conn., and she e4)st, when completed, $1,177,895.04. She 
was commissioned in 1807, as the flagship of Rear (now Vice) Admiral 
Kowaii, on tlu* Asiatic station. In 1809 she was renamed the Delaware. 
On her return from the East Indies she was placed in ordinary in New 
Y(»rk and, having been built of green timber, decayed very rapidly, and 
her maehincrv having been removed, was sold at auction in 1877. 

After the great fire of rluly 4, 1860, the city of Portland, Me., was 
infcstt'd by rouglis and thieves, and at the recpiestof the mayor the 
marines under the command of Lieut. Col. James U. Jones were sent to 
tiiai city for its protection. 

July 25, ISCjii, CommodoH'. Bailey, the commandant, was promoted to 
the grade of ri'ar-admiral. 

The estimate of the Burcjiu of Yardsand Docks, and the amount appro- 
priated for ''repairs, preservation, and im])rovenients,'' March 2, 1865, 
lor the fiscal year ending June 30, 18GC was, viz: 



For reservoir, «i:iit tcrs, etc $17, 000 

O.'ikiiiii store 16, 500 

Sidiii^r mill 18,000 

Extension ofHlnplioiise R 15,000 

Knihvjiy, etc., for llojitinf? dock 3-1,000 

Marliinery and to(ds 69,000 

Gradini;, gutters, and drains 6,000 

For completing; plumber's, copjtersmith's and tin shops 10,000 

For quay walls 3,000 

For conipletinji: mooring; piers 3,000 

Completing; extension of shiphouse 8 8, 000 

Two luuncliinj; sli]>s 46, 000 

Kopairs of all kinds 70, 600 



Total 816,250 
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There was also apjpropriated for the Bureau of Ordnance: For shot 
beds, quay walls, boiler, boiler-room and machinery, grading grounds, 
and repairs of all kinds, $47,425. 

The amount expended during the same fiscal year, under direction of 
the Bureau of Yards and Docks, for repairs and improvements, was 
$250,422.18. 

During the year 1866 there was expended for the following objects. 



viz: 

Repairs and preservation $52, 043. 68 

Bishops derrick (new shears) appropriation 1863-^64 39, 195. 97 

Two mooring piers (appropriation 1864-'65) 15, 303. 10 

Extension of shiphouse No. 5 (appropriations 1864-^66) 18, 385. 11 

Extension of shiphouse No. 4 (appropriations 1864- 66) 13, 188. 11 

Timber shed No. 28 (repairs) 4, 779. 43 

Condensing apparatns (appropriation 1866-^67) 5, 151. 38 

Iron foundry (appropriation 1866-'67) 5, 899. 29 



Total 153,916.07 



And for the purchase of Seaveys Island 105, 006. 05 



Secretary Welles, in his annual report for 1865, with the experience 
of the war in his mind, complained that the navy-yards then existing 
were " all of limited area and insufl&cient for our present iNavy.'' "]N^ot 
one of them," he says, "presents the full requisite conveniences and 
facilities for promptly fitting out in a rapid and eltieient manner more 
than a single vessel at a time. Vessels which ought to be repaired in 
three months are often detained for a year, and oflBcjers ordered to their 
ships which should be ready for sea have been kept waiting for months 
at great expense to themselves and the country and to the injury of the 
service. There is not a public yard where an iron vessel can l)e con- 
structed, an iron plate made, or where shafting can be forged, or steam 
machinery maiuifactured, except on a moderate scale j nor, with the 
exception of Mare Island, California, and Norfolk, Ya., have we a navy- 
yard with sufficient room to erect the necessary works for even present 
wants. England, besides her great public yards, with which ours can 
bear no comparison, possesses even several private establishments in 
each of which there are more mechanical appliances than are possessed 
by our whole country.'' 

In 1866 he again urged the Government to erect its own shops and 
machinery, and to possess its own establishments for the construction 
of its armored and iron vessels, and said "it would require several years 
of preparation to provide the necessary appliances for such an estab- 
ment." 

This expression of his view was chiefly to urge tlie necessity of a 
navy-yard, for the construction and repair of iron vessels, ui)on the 
Delaware^ but their first effect was the purchase of Seaveys Island, 
which had been agitated since I860, 
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An appropriation of $10r>,0<K) ap:reeal)le to au ostimate of tbe Bureaa 
of Yards and I >ocks, havinjr passed Oon^rress, on the 17tli of April^ 1866, 
recoivod the approval of the I'resident, and the island was conveyed by 
its (nvni'rs to the Tnited States of A)neri(*a, in the months of August, 
Soptcinher, and Ootoher following, for the sums set against their names 
below. It will he perceived there had been many changes of owner- 
ship since the plan of 18<>() was drawn by Mr. ('handler. 



Au<;ust 2, lS()ii. Susan TrotVthcn (iiiitcbiiins her right of dower to the 

I'liitiMl StatoH for 11.00 

Aiijiiist 8, lS6t), \anry JciikiiiH ({iiitclainiH her right of dower to the 

riiited States for 1.00 

Septt'iiiher 1S(W>. Samuel (\ I)ixon conveys to the United States lot 

No. 7 3,780.80 

SeptcuiluT 2\\ 18t»<>, CiiKlunan Prior conveyH to the United States lot 

No. 4 5,671.20 

()t t nl»er 1, 1SI>*>, Cioorj;:«' H. Tnihlo convoys to the Tnit^d States lot No. 1. 1,890.40 

Octolu r I, 1S«U>. Ethan A. LiM-kc convoys to the Tnited States lot No. 14. 3, 024.64 
Octolicr 1, 1S6»>, Horatio l{rid«re. U. S. Navy, conveys to the United 

States lot No. 2 17,959.00 

October 1, 18ti(>, Charles A. Walker conveys to the United States lot 

No. 17 2,835.60 

0( t«»lu'r r>. lS(>t>. Daniel L Prior conveys to the United States lot No. 22. 2,835.60 
October .">. ISt;^!, Ili'nry A. Wise, T'. S. Navy, conveys to the United 

.states lot No. 11 12,931.00 

OctolK'-r (1,1866, Tlionias A. Sterling; conveys to the United States lot 

No. 2r. 2,835.60 

October t5, 1K|>6, Kdwin S. An]>leion conveys to the United States lot 

No. PJ 2,741.08 

Octo]>er6. 1S()(5, ( 'liHrles A. Neal conveys to the United States lots Nos. 

5 and 1>7 3,402.73 

0('t«»lMT S, isr>r), .John Pierce ccMiveys to the United Statos lot No. 13 2,835.60 

OctDber PJ, ISt'Mi. Thomas A. Prior vf al. conveyed to the I'nited States 

lot No. 20 766.40 

(h tnbrr 12, IsiUJ. Sarah Prior, jicnnnlian, conveyed to the United Stiitcs 

lot No. 20 1, 149.()0 

October 12, lStW>. Sarah Prior conveyed to the United States lot No. 20. 957.41 

October i:;. ISiUi, William Morse conveyeil to the ! 'nited States lot No. 24 . 3, 119. 16 
October It!. Daniel Trelethen conv«"yed to the United States lots 

Nos.nan<l 21 10,500.00 

OctolxM- Ml. l^<t)6, .lames Trefetlien conveyed to the United States lots 

Nos. t; and IS 3,780.80 

October 17, lS(i4), .John (\ Prior conveyed to the United States lot No. 

2;{ 4,000.00 

October 17, isrm. neiiry P. Ilnt«'hin«;s cimveyeil to the United States lot 

No. 8 3,213.(»8 

()ct<»ber 2:$. lS()t», Seth Sterlinj; conveyed to the United States lot No. 15 . 2, 835. 60 
October 2!^ IStJti, Thomas 11. Abrams conveyed to the United States lf»t . 

No. 3 6,011.48 

October 21, 18t>t), Charles B. Odione. conveyed to the United States lot 

No.26 2,275.95 

October 21, 1866, Mark F. Wentworth conveyed to the United States lot 

No. 16 433.00 
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October 27, 1866, William Tarleton conveyed to the United States lot 



No. 19 $3, 213. 68 

ll'ovember 3, 1866, scliocTl district No. 8 conveyed to the United States 

lot No. 16 1.00 



Total 105,003.00 

Less nominal considerations 3. 00 

Actual cost of Seaveys Island 105, 000. 00 



The numbers giveu the lots in the deeds to the United States are 
those delineated on a plan of the island, made by Benjamin F. Chand- 
ler, civil engineer of the navy-yard, and recorded in the registry of 
deeds in the county of York, State of Maine; plan book Xo. 1, page 69. 

Seaveys Island contains about 105 acres. The price for it, therefore, 
averaged about $1,000 an acre, which was nearly ten times as much 
per acre as was paid by the Government for the neighboring navy-yard 
island in 1800. Xot that the value of land had increased tenfold in 
that neighborhood in the sixty-six years that had intervened. The 
owners of the island undoubtedly took advantage of the necessities of 
the Government in fixing a price upon their land. There were, to be 
sure, several dwelling houses upon the island, but, with one or two ex- 
ceptions, none of any great value to their owaers or of use to the Gov- 
ernment. An extensive and bold water front was, however, gained 
and the island contains granite of good quality that can be quarried, 
sufficient for all the foundations and quay walls that will be required for 
its improvements. The surface of the island is very uneven. A great 
deal of leveling and filling will alternately be required to make it avail- 
able for naval purposes, and a quay wall around it is indispensable for 
the mooring of vessels around it. 

1867. In 1867 Secretary Welles again dwelt upon the necessity of 
larger navy-yards and greater facilities for building and repairing 
vessels and their machinery, as apparent by the recent experience in 
war, and spoke of the acquisition of Seaveys Island as being a desirable 
addition to the Kittery (Portsmouth) navy-yard. 

In the year 1860 the civil appointment of Navy agent was discontin- 
ued, and Navy paymasters placed in charge of their offices, under the 
title of " purchasing and disbursing paymasters, " and their office agree- 
ably styled " The Navy pay office." 

The Bureau's estimate for repairs, preservation, and im])rovements of 
the yard for the fiscal year 1866-'67, and the amount appropriated 



■ April 17, 1866, for those objects included, viz: 

For iron foundry $5, 946 

Shop for ironcladding 16, 632 

CoudeuHers 7, 660 

Bead and timber slips 28, 303 

Enlargin^r office building 9, 748 

Fitting and fiirniHliing plumbers', coppersmitlis' and tin shops 3, 600 

Machinery and tools 48, 100 

^ppairs of all kinds 70^ 000 

*^Conipleting plumbers^ cop]K>rsmithB' and t'm tAio^s 

Total ^^^^ 
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The Hiirrau also <^^ti^lat4Hl for tlio following iinprovemtmts for which 
appropriations wen* not «rrantt*d: 

For raising; tiiiilxT sheds iiiiiiilM'rs \*H and 29 oiw. stury $49,516 

For iiino l)ni](liii«;s Jor oJlirevs' tpiartcrs 126,483 

F»»r foiitiiiuiiiji: quay wall 25,000 

Total 200,999 

The amount expiMided dnrinjr the fiscal year 18CC-'C7 for repairs and 
improvements was * 122,553. 10; for eivil establishment, $14,550. 
T\\v expend it nres dnrinj^ the year 1867 wore as follows: 

For pliunlMTs'. (•(•pporsiuitlis', and tin shops (a]ipropriutiou8 18G4-'67).. $57,773.78 

For ^ulttTs and <lrains (apjiropriation !«();*>-'(><)) 5,998.42 

For tittin^ and t'nrnisliinir plnniber shop, etc. (appropriation 1866-'G7).. 3,000.47 

For railway at lloatin«; dork (a])i)ropriation lSti5-'t5(j) 30,083.64 

For sidinj^ mill (a]i[nopriation IHtJo-'U*)) 12,516.67 

For raising: win;i:s ot'idlire huilding (^appropriation (lS({G-*67) 9,630.95 

For repairs of" all kinils 123,777.29 

Total expentlitures 242,781.22 

The win^s of tlHM>tlic(^ buihlin^ were raised and extejided, and be- 
sides the improv(»ments above mentioned a erane was built and a new 
steam tire enj^ine added to the fire dej)artnieiit of the yard. 

FromtMO to 1,500 workmen Avere emph)yed in the yard throughout 
th<' years IStiti and IS(»7, the greatest number being emidoyed during 
the hist (bur months of 1867. 

March 2, 18()7, (Jongn^ss pavSsed the following a<;t, which wiis ap- 
])rov«Hl by the President, and designed to stop what was thought to be 
a growing evil: 

No olIii iM- or eniploy<^' of tlio (iovonnnent shall rcqnire or reijuest any workinginan 
in any navy-yard to contribnte or ]>ay any money for political purposes, nor shun 
any wnrkiii^^man he removed or discharjijed for p(ditieal o))inion ; and any ottieer ur 
eni]doye of the ( inverninent who shall otiWid against the provisions of this section, 
shall he dismissed from the S4'rvi<*e of the Tnited States. 

On the .'Jd of July the .l///;w^'f(»/Art,subse(iuently named the Callforniaj 
Avas launched. Siie was ;{,177 tons, (dd measurement, and a sister ship 
h) \\\{' Pis(iii(i(/t(a ( /><^/<///Y( hiunehed in 18G(), whieh ship was eom- 
niissioned during tlie year, and wearing the fiag of Bear-Admiral 
Kowan iind<'r onU^rs to sail lor the Asiatic s(iuadron. 

Soon after th<' launch oftlH* Minuetonka, the keel was laid of a new 
screw steam sloop, designated as the AUfoma, but subsequently called 
the Ben icia. 

Wire rigging w^as introduced int^ the Navy with success during the 
year (1867), and use<l upon a number of vessels. The test of the com- 
])arativ<' strength of wire and hemp rope and the reiM)rtsof ccmimanders 
of wire rigged vessels was so satisfactory that the Secri^tary in his 
annual report at the close of the year said there was a piospect that 
hem[) rigging would eventually be superse^led. Wrought-iron gun 
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carriages, in place of the old-time wooden ones, and breecli-loadiiig 
rifles were also introduced into the Navy, for the first time, this year, 
though Colt's chambered pistols had been in use since 1 8 AO. 

August 6, 1867, a board, of which Capt. William G. Temple, U. S. 
Navy, was the senior member, reported a plan of improvement for 
Seaveys Island in connection witli the old navy-yard, which is shown 
on the plan of the yard for 1876, though no attempt has been made as 
yet (1877) to carry out the recommendation of the board. A copy of 
the proceedings of this board will be found in the appendix. It ap- 
pears the board was not unanimous in regard to the proposed improve- 
ments. 

In October, 1867, Commodore Joseph Lanman relieved Eear- Admiral 
TlieodoruR Bailey as commandant. 

The screw steam sloop Monongahela was stranded at Frederick stadt, 
St. Croix, West Indies, November 18, 1867, by a tidal wave, which car- 
ried her over the warehouses and into one of the streets of the town. She 
came back with the returning sea and was left on a coral reef at the water's 
edge. Fortunately but five of the crew were lost, and no unrepairable 
injury was sustained by the ship. As it was deemed practicable to 
relaunch her, the officers and crew remained by the ship, and on the 
10th of May, 1868, she was safely launched, and leaving St. Croix on 
the 13th of June, arrived at New York on the 29th, whence she was 
sent to the Portsmouth navy-yard for repairs and taken up on the 
dry-dock railway and rebuilt. 

The Bureau estimated for the year 1867-'68 for a large number of im- 
provements, viz: 

For enlarging timber sheds, Nos. 28 and 29 $55, 122 

Quay waU 27, 850 

Grading gutter and drains 10, 000 

Completing reservoirs and gutters 2, 500 

Ship house over railway, 350 by 140 feet 100, 000 

Iron plating shop, 300 by 100 feet 75, 000 

Joiner's shop over timber shed. No. 27 23, 000 

Timber shed 35, 000 

Machine shop, iron foundry, boiler shop^ forge and smith shop, and grading. 150, 0(X) 
Repairs of aU kinds 64, 500 

InaU 542,972 

These estimates were for the improvement of Seaveys Island and in 
accordance with the Secretary of the Navy's report in 1868, in which he 
again calls attention to the deficiences of our navy-yards and says: 

None of the navy-yards possess the area and appliautfOH, nor liave they the neces- 
sary establishments and machinery, for manufacturing engiues and armnturo, nor for 
the materials that should bo coUected in anticipation of national wants. In no one 
of the navy-yards is there more than a single dry dock, and there are but six in all, 
three built of stone and three Hoating docks. The dock yards of France and Great 
Britain each contains a greater number of dry docks than all the Federal docks com- 
bined. 
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Notwithstanding liis reiwn t, Congress did not approve of the above 
estiniatea, and on the 2d of Marcli, 18G7, only appropriated for the fiscal 
year 1867-'()8— 



There was expended during the same fiscal year, under the head of 
repairs and preservation, ^^Ol), 120.70; for reservoir at steam fire-engine 
house, $19,220.30. rn)ni ()25 to 1,400 workmen were employed during the 
same time. 

Coal slicds were erected on Seaveys Island, and two of the residences 
fitted up and occupied by the naval consti*uctor and civil engineer at- 
tached to .the yard; and an iron building expected for a boiler shop for 
steam engineering at a cost of $15,000. 

On the 17th of June, 1868, Congress enacted that the various persons 
employed in the several navy-yards to superintend the mechanical de- 
partments, and heretofore known as master mechanics, and the super- 
intendents of rope walks, should be men skilled in their several duties 
and appointed from civil life, and should not be appointed from the 
oflficers of the navy. This was designed to remove the warranted boat- 
swains, carpenters, and sailmakers of the Navy from the supenntend- 
ence of the rigging loft, carpenter shop, and sail loft.* 

By another act, api)roved June 28, 1868, eight hours was constituted 
a day's work for all laborers, workmen, and mechanics employed by 
or on behalf of the Government of the United States.'' A supplemen- 
tary act May 23, 1872, gave to the laborers and workmen a full day's 
l)ay for eight hours' work from June 28, 1868, to May 19, 1869, the date 
of the President's proc^lamation concerning such pay. 

The Secretary in his annual report, commenting on the operation of 
this last law, says : 

Congri'ss, by reducing the day's labor of those who work for the Goveruiiient to 
eight hours instead often, im])08e upon tlie Deimrtmeut, as a uecessity, the employ- 
ment of a larger number of hands to execute the same work; and if it ha<l iuteuded 
tlie ju'r diem com])ensation for a working day often hours in outside est^iblipliments 
sliouhl, under the statute, lix rate of wages in navy-yards, 20 per cent would have 
been added to i he cost of labor. 

The estimates for labor for the current year were based on the standard which had 
previously been recognized and observed; but Congress, while diminishing the 
appropriation below the estimate, also lessened the am<mut of labor to be daily 
rendered by each individual workman. While, therefore, the Department was 
furnished with less means, it was compelled to employ one-tifth more laborers than 
in preceding years for the same amount of work. 

1868. On the 1st of July, 1868, the Secretary discontinued the oflftce 
of naval storekeeper, and the stores in his charge were divided and 

* The board of naval officers on the condition of the United Stat<»8 uavy-yardi) in 
1869 recommended the reverse, and that all master workmen should be warranted as 
oMcera of the Navy and retain their warrants duxiug ^ooOL\)c\iakN\o\ <&^^\ttvy(^^. 



For completing reservoirs and guttei-s 
For repairs of all kinds 



12,500 
64,500 



Total 



67,000 
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turned over to the several bureaus to which they belonged, and officers 
representing those bureaus i)laced in charge of them, thus securing 
greater responsibility and efficiency. 

The screw steam sloop Benicia^ 1,122 tons, new measurement, displace- 
ment 2,400 tons, was launched in 1868, and sailed the following year to 
join the Asiatic squadron. 

1869. On the 5th of March, 18C9, the Hon. Gideon Welles, who had 
administered the affairs of the Navy since March 5, 1861, throughout 
the civil war, and for a longer period than any of his predecessors, with 
honesty, credit, and ability, but perhaps not always without prejudice 
and partiality, was succeeded by the Hon. A. B. Borie as Secretary of 
the Navy. Mr. Borie, however, only retained the office until the 25tli 
of June following, when he ,was succeeded by the Hon. George M. Robe- 
son, who remained in office until March 10, 1877, nearly as long a pe- 
riod as had his predecessor. 

Rear- Admiral Lanman, on his promotion, was succeeded by Commo- 
dore John A. Winslow as commandant during the year. 

Vessels continued to arrive from Southern ports and the necessity of 
at once establishing a quarantine station somewhere in the lower har- 
bor became apparent, and the attention of the Department was called 
to the matter. The town of Kittery offered to the Department an island 
at the entrance of the harbor, about IJ miles southeast of Seaveys 
Island, and within a quarter of a mile of the Whalesback Light, t,o be 
used as a quarantine for all vessels with infectious diseases on board. 
The offer was accepted, and in July an order Avas received from the 
Bureau of Yards and Docks " to erect with all possible dispatch a build- 
ing upon the island (given by the town of Kittery) for the use of the 
sick, who are expetjted to arrive at Portsmouth in about a month or five 
weeks from date." 

Mr. Chandler, the civil engineer of the yard, who was intrusted with 
the work, commenced at once removing the barracks from Seaveys 
Island and trausi>orting them to Wood Island, where they were re- 
erected, and comprise the present commodious and comfortable hospital 
buildings. The necessity of haste was apparent, for as the workmen 
were leaving the island the yellow fever patients were being brought 
to the buildings on shore, the ships having arrived sooner tlian was 
anticipated. The time occupied in this work and the building of a 
wharf was thirty -two days, and the whole cost only $2,500. 

The fire-engine house was built this year, at a cost of $8,940; the 
wings were added several years after, at an expense of $900; making 
the entire cost of the structure $9,400. 

The Bureau renewed, with additions for the fiscal year 1868-^69, the 
estimates of the preceding year, viz: 

For eonstruction ship house over railway $100, 000 

Joiner shop over timber shed No. 27 23, 000 

Sawmill, 150 by 80 feet '^S^,'?**^ 



106 HISTORY OF THE NAVY- YARD AT PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 



Troll iilatin;r .shop, m) hy U^) Wvi 75.000 

TiiiiluT hIhmI, *2I5 liy liTi U'vt 35,<X)0 



Total 293,000 

For Kteaiii eii^inoeriii};, iiuu'liiiic kIhi]), toundry, boiler nhop, forge, anil Rinitli 

nJiop, uiul tor ^ratliii^ 150, 000 

For yariLs ami dorkH, tiiiibor shed, joiiierH* shop ami Htore huiise 45,078 

Quay wall 50,000 

Grading, gutters ami draiim 110,000 

KepairH of all kimlH 69,750 



Total 424,828 



Graml total 717,828 



Tliese appropriations were iieeessary if it was intended to make use 
of and improve S^'aveys Jslaixl. The estimates of the Bui*eau met 
with no better sueeess than they did the preceding: year. Congress by 
its aet of March 1, 1809, only appropriated for the iiscul year 18()9-'70, 
<'for ne<*essary repairs of all kinds, *r>(),(KK)." A like sum of $5<MM)0 
only was ai)propriated July 15, 1870, for the sjune object for the ils(*4d 
year ISTtMTl, thou^rh $577,8C($ was estimated and asked for, $;i:W,:^5G 
of which was for a i)roposed enlargement of the dock basin, $7o,(MK) 
for extension of quay wall, and $45,000 for commencing workshop and 
storehouse for yards and docks on Seaveys Island. 

The new Secretary, Mr. Borie, availed himself of the first week he 
was in office to order a naval board to examine into the condition aiul 
wants of the several navy-yards on the Atlantic coast. The Califtirnia 
yard was i)robably not included, solely because it was so isolated, and 
the Pacific Railroad had not then been completed. 

The board assigned to this duty was originally comiK)sed of Kear- 
Admiral S. M. Stringham, Reiir-Admiral C. K. Stribling, and Oommo- 
doie Samuel P. Jjce. Kear-Admiral J. S. Lardner was subsequently 
substituted for Rear-Admiral Stringham. Chief Engineer Alexander 
Henderson was also directed to report to the board, to assist it in the 
examination of engines stowed away in the several yards, but not as a 
member of the board. The duties assigned the boanl were nuiltifarious. 
The Secretary in his insti iictionsdirecits the board to ascertain the con- 
dition and wants of our luwy-yards, so that they may be rendered ef!i- 
cient in time of war, and states: 

It iH alHo (leHirahle to have the perniauent peace estabUHhiueiit and the expeiifies 
of the yards n'dncod to the lowest ucale couHistent with etllcieiicy himI economy. 
Not a Hingh* ]u;rHoii should lie retained in the yards whose services can he dispensed 
with. 

They were to report on the preservation and care of the i)ublic prop- 
erty at the yards, the steam engines on hand, and were to (jlosely ex- 
amine into the organization of the yards and reccmimend anything more 
simple and efficient that could be deviseil. They were also to furnish 
lists of every person employed, with a list of proposed reductions. They 
were to examine the dry docks^ and state wlieit\ier lAie^ ^^t^ Q^yable of 
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repairing our naval vessels in time of war, and make such recommen- 
dations as they deemed proper for providing additional dry docks for 
the use of the Navy. They were to draw u^) a uniform set of regula- 
tions for the government of the different yards, and to examine every 
thing, in order to bring about a better system of economy. They were 
to report with the least possible delay in succinct form and tabulated, 
so that it could easily be referred to. 

These varied duties the board faithfully and intelligently performed, 
but was unable to make its report until October, when Mr. Borie had 
been several months out of office. Mr. Eobcson, his successor, allud- 
ing to it in his first annual report in December, says : 

There are seven regularly established navy -yards, of which only four are capable 
of fitting out more than two or three vessels at a time. A board appointed during 
the year to make an examination of their conditi(m has presented a very complete 
and instructive report to the Department. 

The report was printed. 

As the report of this board is beyond a doubt the most complete and 
exhaustive on the condition of our navy-yards that has ever been 
made, I do not deem it out of place to note some of the board's general 
remarks, and to give in full its report upon the Portsmouth yard, as 
the best imssible exposition of its condition, efficiency, and capacity in 
1869. 

The board say, "Our navy-yards are small and poorly provided" 
(thus reiterating the opinion so often expressed by Secretary Welles 
in his annual reports), and that " the defense of our seaboard cities 
against blockade depends wholly on our naval resources, and their de- 
fense from attack now more on floating than on fixed defenses. Stone 
dry-docks and buildings and launchiug slips and durable workshops 
and storehouses in our navy-yards, aided by the mechanical and com- 
mercial resources of our great cities, nmst supply this floatiug defense. 
The Navy in the future is to be the chief and cheap defense of the 
cities, coast, and commerce of this great and growing continental coun- 
try. 

" Common sense and patriotism require that our small navy-yards be 
immediately improved to the full extent of their capacity, and that am- 
ple floating defense of our cities, navy-yards, harbors, and coasts shall 
be provided with all practicable dispatch. It is better to use the pub- 
lic money upon United States navy-yards than to build up private 
shipyards and machine shops at the public expense." 

Comparing our dry docks and launching slips with those of France 
and England, they find that while England had 29 dry docks, 24 ship- 
houses, and 5 building slips, and France, in three dockyards, 20 dry 
docks (two of which were GOO feet long), 4 sliiphouses, and 40 building 
slips, the United States had in all but 7 dry docks, 3 of which were 
wooden floating docks, 11 shiphouses, and 8 building sli])s. 

The board also recommended the competent and faithful heads of 
mechanical departments in all the navy-y^ixd^ ^;^\v>^yc^^^ 
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warrant oftioers of the Navy, to hold api>omtment during their efficiency 
and ^ood behavior, subjei't to the responsibility of officers, and free 
f ri)m the pressure of loeal iK)liticiil control over them." 

Pro])er grading, drainage, and paving, inspection of supplies, dredg- 
ing niaehinery, timber sheds, wet basins, telegraph, transfer of stores, 
manufacture and care of rope, gas, etc., came under the notice of the 
board and its general recommendations, but this is not the phice to 
repeat them. 

The board, in its reeonnnendations for Portsmouth, limit their re- 
marks to the imi>rovenient i)f the original navy-yard island, expressing 
it as their opinion that the navy-yard is much exposed to attack by 
ironclads, and that the extension over Seaveys Island, which is high 
and rocky and lies l)etwceu it and the sea, and may be useftil in its 
defense, had better be deferred until the defense of the harbor is prop- 
erly provided for. 

This report of the board, with accompanying plan, is here given in 
full as tlu* best j)ossible exi>osition in a condensed form of the condi- 
tion, etliiiieuey, aiul capability for improvement of the Portsmouth navy- 
yard in I8(>9, when it had uearly arrived at its threescore and ten years 
of existeuee: 

iStiitcmtiit of the area of the Portsmouth nary-yard, its water front, boundaries, wharves, 
derr 'u'kis, cranes, workshops, and tools, railway, steam power, fire and water apparatus, 
etc., ill 

DKPARTMKXT OF YARDS AND DOCKS. 



Area of navy-yard islan<l .. .acres G6. 00 
Area of Seaveys Island* do.. 171.00 

Total do-. IW.OO 



Area of eariieiiter slio]> ..sq. feet. 7,000 

Area of smith shop do... 1,304 

Area of general stores do. .. 7, 500 

Area of luniher do. . . 3, 5(X) 

Area of staMes do... 4,000 

Boundaries, stone or brick 

yards. . Island 

Bonndjiries, feiKte do... Island 

Boundaries, open do. . . Island 

Cranes, iron nund)er.. 2 

Cranes, wood do . . . 6 

Cranes, iron, liftinj^ capacity 

tons. . 15 

Cranes, wood, lifting ca])acity 

tons.. 10 

Fire en^^ine, steam nnml)er.. 2 

Fire engine, hand do. . 4 

Fi re reser vo irs do . . . 4 



Fire reservoii-s, capacity .gaUoiis .390, 000 
Mechanics, carpeutern and joiners 

number. . 30 

Mechanics, painters do... 6 

Mechanics, snuths number.. 6 

Sewers, length of feet. . 533 

Shears number. . 2 

Shears, height feet.. 

Shears, overlmng do. . . 

Shears, capacity tons.. 



5 126 
( 12t) 
S 36 
} 36 
K 60 
} 50 



Wat^r front, navy-yard island 

yards.. 1,866 

Water, Seaveys Island do. . . 2, 700 



Total do... 4,566 

Water front, in slips do. . . 236 



Total water and slip fronts 
yards.. 4,802 



Wharves of stone do. . 



129 



* Seaveys Island contains, according to its deeds, but 105 acres. This acreage 
includes probably the area included within the proposed sea waU around the island. 



Dry docks, buildings and lanncbing slips, ship houses, workshops and tools, ca- 
pacity for mechanics, store houses, timber sheds, etc., in 



DEPARTMENT OF CONSTRUCTION. 



Area of blockshop sq. feet. . 1, 550 

Area of boatshop do . . . 8, 176 

Area of joinershop do . . . 8, 892 

Area of iron-plating machine 

shop sq. feet.. 10,500 

Area of mast shop do . . . 17, 500 

Area of mold loft do . . . 17, 500 

Area of paint«hop do . . . 3, 912 

Area of plumber, copper, tinsmith 

shop sq. feet.. 7,656 

Area of sawmill do . . . 5, 336 

Area of smithcry do . . . 12, 964 

Area for general storage do . . . 8, 157 

Area for metal and iron storage 

sq.feet.. 12,382 

Area for furniture storage . . do . . . 20, 000 

Area for tanks ". do . . . 5, 000 

Area for oils and paints do . . . 800 

Dry docks, wood, k^ngth feet. . 324. 8f 

Dry docks, wood, width do . . . 90 

Dry docks, wood, lifting capacity 

tons.. 3,500 

Dry dock basin, length feet.. 360 

Dry dock basin, width do . . . 120 

Dry dock basin, depth do . . . 14 

Mechanics for whom there are 
tools, etc. : 

^^Block-makers number . . 15 

SMtrlmad^i^ do... 30 

Joiners do. .. 60 

Iron-platers, machinists. do ... 60 
Mast and spar makers . . do . . . 60 

Painters do... 30 

Plumbers, copper and tin- 
smiths number . . 40 

Shipwrights, sawyers, etc., 

number 45 

Smiths do.. . 50 

Oakum, storage for . .square feet. . 1, 352 

Pitch house num])er.. 1 

Pit<;h kettles, permanent . . .do. .. 4 

Ship houses do . . . 3 

( 330 

Length feet., < 325 

( 300 









Width 




I 85 
( 130 


Tim])er sheds 


.number.. 


6 




....feet.. 


200 


Widtli of 


do... 


i 65 


Storage area square feet.. 


78,000 


Tools, block shop : 






Boring machine... 


.number.. 


1 




do... 


2 


Circular saw 


.... do... 


1 




do... 


1 


Treenail machine . 


do... 


1 


Planer 


....do... 


1 


Tools, joiner's shop: » 








.number.. 


6 


Mortising machine 


do... 


1 




do... 


1 


Planing machines. 


do... 


5 


Saws 


... do... 


4 


Tencming machine 


do... 


1 


Tools, machine inm plating: 






number.. 


2 


Drills 


do... 


5 




.... do... 


Q 
O 




.... do... 


2 




do... 


2 


Shaping machine . 


do... 


1 




.. do... 


2 


Slotter 




1 




do... 


1 




do... 


1 


Boih-r 


:. . do... 


1 


Tools, saw-niill : 








.nuniber.. 


2 




.. do... 


6 


Steam boxes 


do. .. 


2 




do... 


1 




do... 


2 


Tools, smithery : 






Forge ftres 


.number.. 


16 


Stt'am hanmiers . . . 


... do... 


2 




do... 


1 


Shears 


do... 


1 


Helve hammers ... 


do. .. 


4 



Area of boiliT sli<»]». .sqiiart' fret.. 9, fiOO 

Area of copixTKiiiilirK 8l»o]». .do. .. 1, 700 
Area of foundry, iron and brass, 

8(1 n a re feet 5, 142 

Area of niaeliine shop numbiT 1 .. 20, 758 

A rea of pattern sliop do . . . 7, 656 

Area of wmitliery do . . . (" ) 

Area of storage for general pur- 

poKeH Kquare feet . . 5, 641 



75 
8 
100 
150 
25 
12 
8 



378 
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Workshops, to(»Js, capacity for workmen, storehouses, etc., in 

I»KrARTMKNT OF STEAM ENGINEERING. 

Tools (])ras8 and iron fonndty) : 

lilower, circnlar nnmber.. 

Core oven, small do, 

Cranes, geared do. 

Cnpola, medium do . . . 

Cupola, small do. . . 

Melting capacity tons.. 

Pit for loam work . . nnmber. . 
Tools (machine shop) : 

Boilers, fixed number.. 

BoilerSj portable do . , . 

Bolt-cuttt?r — 

2- inch chain do . . . 

1- inch chain do . . . 

Boring machines — 

8-foot table do. .. 

4-foot table do. .. 

3- foot table do. .. 

Portable do. .. 

Drills, upright, large . . .do. . . 
Drills, upright; mediym num- 
ber 

Drills, upright., small, num- 
ber * 

Drills, radial, 8-foot arm, num- 
ber 

Engine, large number . . 

Engine, small do 

Gear cuttter, for 3-foot diame- 
ter number.. 

Gear entter, small do 

Lathes, about — 

8-foot swing do 

6- foot swing do 

4- foot swing do 

3- foot swing do 

2- f()ot swing do . . , . 

1-foot swing do 

Lathes, small do ... . 

Lathes, brass work, esi>eci- 

ally number.. 

Milling machine, largo. do 

Milling machine, small. do 

Planer, about — 

12-foot width do 

8-foot width do ... . 

7- foot width do 

6-foot width do 

5- foot width do.-.. 

4- foot width do 

3- foot width do.... 

vvltVv do ... . 

-with. C0IlBtXU^i\>10Ti, 



Employment for workmen : 

Boilermakers number.. 

Coppersmiths do. 

Helpers of all kinds ...do... 

Machinists do. .. 

Molders, iron and brass.do. .. 

Pattern-makers do. . . 

Smiths do.. . 

Total do... 

Tools (boiler shop) : 

Boiler number.. 

Drilling machine do... 

Engine do. .. 

Forges, smith'spurposesdo. .. 
Forges, f la iigo purposes. do. .. 

] I ammers, steam do . . . 

Planing machine do. .. 

Punehes, medium do. 

Punches, small do. .. 

Punches, flange do. .. 

Riveting iiiacliin<'S : 

Steam number.. 

Power do. .. 

Rolls for plates, large ..do... 
Rolls for i)lates, small.. do. .. 

Shears, large do. .. 

Shears, medium do. .. 

Sh(?ars, small do. .. 

Tools (forge sho]>) : 

Funiares, bolts and nuts, 

number 

Ileading machines — 

2-in(?h ))olts number.. 

2-incli nuts do. .. 

1-inch bolts do. .. 

1-iuch nuts do. .. 

Hammers, steam : 

Me<lium number.. 

Small do. .. 

Shears, heavy, for platen do. . . 



1 
1 

2 
1 
1 

10 
1 

3 
1 

1 

2 

1 
2 
2 
1 

2 

3 

6 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

3 
8 
27 
1 

2 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
5 



♦Used conjointly 
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DEPARTMENT OF STEAM EXGINEERING — COntinaed. 



Tools (machine shop) — Continued. 

Shaft-8traightei)iiig macbinO; 
number 

Slotter, about — 

30-inch siroke . . number . . 

20-inch stroke do 

12-inch stroke do 

8-inch stroke do ... . 

Shaper — 

18- inch stroke do 

15-inch stroke do 



Tools (machine shop) — Continued 
Shaper — Continued. 

12-inch stroke . . number . 

8»inch stroke do . . . 

Lathes, turning do.. . 

Lathes, face do... 

Planer, horizontal do. . . 

Planer, circular do . . . 

Saws, circular do . . . 

Saws, upright do . . . 



Workshops, tools, acconmiodation for workmen, storehouses, etc., in — 

DEPARTMENT OF EQUIPMENT AND RECRUITING. 



Area of rigging loft feet. . 8, 100 

Area of sail loft do.... 8,520 

Mechanics, riggers number.. 40 

Sailmakers do 60 



Storsige for general purposes, feet . . 7, 230 

Storage for chains do 3, 000 

Storage for sails and rigging, feet . . 4, 500 



Area of the workshops, their tools, and other buildings, etc., in- 

DBPARTMENT OF ORDNANCE. 



Area of armory and inspection 

room feet,. 

Area of gun-carriage shop, 

feet 

Area of machine shop . . feet . . 

Area of rigger's loft do 

Mechanics, employment for — 
Gun-carriage makers, 

number 

Riggers number. . 

Storage for general stores, 
feet 



1,627 

3,255 
3,250 
3,255 



50 
25 



Storage for gun caiTiages, 

feet 

Storage for lumber feet. 

Tools in gun-carriage shop : 

Boiler number. 

Engines do... 

Lathes do... 

Saw, circular do . . . 

Saw, splitting do... 

Saw, jig do... 

Planer do... 



10,063 

Area for storage and general purposes in — 

DEPARTMENT OF NAVIGATION. 

Area for general purposes feet.- 

Area occupied for general purposes and storage of provisions in — 

DEPARTMENT OP PROVISIONS AND CLOTHING. 

Area for general stores, .feet. . 13, 986 | Area for wet pro visions, feet. . 



16,292 
6,616 

1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 



2,350 



2,300 
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Summary of the aroas, water front, dry dock, derricks, steam and fire engines, 
tools, etc., in the United States navy-yard— 

PORTSMOUTH, N. II. 



Total area of navy-yard, 

acres 66. 00 

Total area of water front, 

yards 1, 866 

Total area of (^uay wall, 

yards 129 

Total masting shears. number. 2 

Total sewers yanls.. 533 

Total steam lire engines, 

number 2 



Total hand fire engines, 

number 4 

Total wood-working tools, 

number 47 

Total iron-working tools, 

number 173 

Total engines number.. 7 

Total boilers do 10 

Total dry docks do 1 

Total ship houses do 3 



List of improvements and numbers for the United States navy-yard at Ports- 
mouth, N. II., as sketched on the accompanying plan. 

YARDS AND DOCKS. 

The (luay wall to be extended. Deep slips to be made at the east and west ends 
of the water passage between navy-yard and Seaveys Islands, and the middle part 
of said passage to be tilled in. 

The shears on the southwest wharf, near dry dock, to remain there. The other 
l>air of shears to be removed, and erected on east wharf, near the proposed ship- 
houses. l*ut up eight wharf cranes as shown on plan, and one first-class derrick on 
west front. New reservoirs at 2, 4, 6, 18, 21a, and 45, in addition to the two x^resent 
ones at 29 and 32. 

Erect additional quarters for officers north of present site. 

No. 10. Engine house for two steam lire engines. The upper story to be for the 
accommodation of a part of the organization of watch and firemen. 

No. 31. Engine house now under construction to have two steam fire engines and 
to accommodate a part of the organization of watch and firemen. 

No. 20a. A three-story building. Have steam-power with machinery for house car- 
penters on the lower floor, offices and general stores on second flcwr, and house join- 
ers in the third story. 

No. 36. Oatehouse near Kittery gate, having the marine guard and officer of the 
day on the lower floor. The npi>er story for the offices and examination rooms of 
the recruiting officer, and the medical ofiicer of the yard, and the yard dispensary. 

No. 49. (las house and meter. 

No. 35a. A building three-stories high. Traction engines, forges, and coal on 
lower floor, irim-working and gas-piping, etc., tools on second floor; plumbers and 
tinners in the third story. 

No. 41. Building for inilammable stores for all the departments. 

No. 23. For offices for the commandant, executive officer, and clerks, and for 
courts and boards. 

CONSTRUCTION. 

Nos. 1, 3, 5, 37, and 51. No. 51 (open) to be between the proposed dry docks. 
No. '16. Marine railway and head house to be built in north end of the present tim- 
ber basin. 

No. 50. Dry dock on site of present floating dock. 
No. 52^ Dry dock on site of present south ship house. 

Nos. 16, 17, 10, 20, 34, 39, 40, 43, 44, 47, 48. No. 16 to be erected. Nos. 17 and 19 to be 
raised another story and lengthened. Nos. 47 and 48 to be built on the sit-e of the 
present timber dock. 
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(All timber sheds are to be two stories high, and the second stories, when not other- 
wise appropriated, are to be used for storing lamber, furniture of ships, mess chests, 
etc.) 

Total length of timber sheds, 2,415 feet, by 65 feet width. 
No. 7. Sawmill. 

No. 8. Paint shop, to be two stories high, and receive power for paint mills, etc., 
from proposed sawmill. 

No. 12. Smithery, with steam hammers, and a well-placed galvanizing shop. 

No. 13. Coal shed below hill, in front of officers' quarters, with a solid wall on the 
north side, and with large doors opening on side next to smithery. 

No. 14. Shojis for shipwrights below and joiners above. 

No. 21. General storehouse. 

No. 22. Iron-plating shop ; second story for plumbers, coppersmiths, and tinners. 

No. 27. Mast house, with mold loft above, improved by removing rigging loft. 

No. 28. Present railway head house, to contain a large engine for pimiping out the 
two proposed drj- docks. 

No. 33. Tank shed as at present, with cooper shop on second floor. 

No. 35. Present boat shop to be lengthened 65 feet; a joiner's shop on second 
floor. 

No. 38. Steam box. 

No. 42. Futtock sawmill, as at present. 

STEAM ENGINEERING. 

No. 24. To have coal and iron and metal stores on lower floor, with general stores 
and offices on the second floor, and wood-working pattern-makers in the third story. 

No. 25. To be extended and to have boiler shop on first floor, with coi)per8mith'8 
shop above. 

No. 26. To have machine shop on both floors of the western side. The eastern line 
of the southern part of the machine shop to be extended even with the eastern line 
of the northern part of it. An erection shop with gallery above it in the north end. 
Enlarge south end for foundry x)urposes. The eastern lower front to contain the 
smithery and hammer shop. 

EQUIPMENT AND RECRUITING. 

No. 14 a. Building three stories high, having rigging loft on first floor, sail loft on 
second, and the storage of sails, bags, etc., on third. 

No. 15. To be built in similar manner, having storage for chains, rope, etc., on lower 
floor, and general stores and offices for equipment on second floor, with the naviga- 
tion storeroom in east end. 

No. 16. The upper story of this timber shed to be used for equipment, paint shop, 
and drying room. 

Coal depot for shi]>s to be on the southwest end of Seaveys Island, with overhead 
tracks and steam hoisting engines. 

The lower stories of buildings No. 14 and No. 15 to be built as near as may be prac- 
ticable for convenient conversion into timber sheds hereafter. 

ORDNANCE. 

No. 9. Ordnance timber shod and gun-carriage stores. 
No. 11. Ordnance building, with its workshops and general stores. 
Park guns on part proposed to be filled in, south of ordnance building No. 11. 
Remove the magazine up th<* Piscatjiqua River or elHowherc, if proposed by Ord- 
nance Board, but out of the navy-yard, certainly. 

2711 S 
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PKO VISIONS AND CLOTHING. 

No. 'M). To 1>« twostorit's {nud luiilt as iit^r ns may be practicable with a 
view to its conveiiieut cunversion into a timber shed at a future day). 

MKI>I('INE AND srUGEKY. 

Kbtablisli hospital biiildinj^i*, <^roniids, gardens, and quarters on the northeast part- 
of Scavi'vs Island, wliirh wall olV for that i)urpose. Re^juire public vesHels haviDg 
sickiiOHs on hoard to lio at anchor on tlio good holding ground in the bight west of 
(icrrish and Juat ii«»rtli of Wood Island. 

The rocoiinnendations and siiggestious of the Board concentrating all 
the iinproveinents upon the Navy- Yard Island appear not to have been 
adop^^'<^- (\»rtainly no appropriations have yet been granted in ftir- 
therancHMd' tliein and no attempt has been made to carry out their 
views. The tabulated statement of the shops and their capacity and 
condition, and of the capabilities of the yard with its present improve- 
ments, with their similar reports upon the other navy-yards, remain a 
monimient of the faitiiful industry with which the Board performed the 
duties assigned it. 

1869. On the advent of the new administration, March, 1869, Ee^- 
Adniiral riosepli Smith, who had administi^red the affairs of yards and 
docks with fidelity and ability for twenty-three years, having reachoxi 
the ripe aj»'e of 71), retired from that Bureau to preside over the boaixi 
of examiners for promotion, etc., and he was succeeded by Capt. Dan- 
iel Ammeii, who left it to take char^je of the Bureau of Navigation 
JVIay 1, ISTO, and was succeeded by Commodore C. E. P. Eodgers as 
Chief of the Bureau ol! Yards and Docks. 

1870. In July, IS70, Bear Admiral WinsloAv was succeeded by Com- 
modore AlexandiT M. Pen nock as ccmimandant. 

On the ir)th otMuly, 1870, Ccmpt^ss appropriated in the sundry civil 
expense bill, for the necessary repairs of all kinds in the Portsmouth 
navy yard, .?.■)().()()(). In tlie navy appropriation bill of the same date 
it appropriated for the civil establishment of the yard the following 
sums, viz: 



For yards and docks $14, 700 

K<]uipnuiit and r^'cruiting 3,440 

Const riK'l ion and rrpair 10,500 

Stcjini t'nginiM-ring 5,600 



Total 34,240 



The appropriation for the (jivil establishments of ordnance, pro- 
visions and clothin*;-, and luedicine and surgery was general for all navy- 
yards, which the bureaus apportioned between the several navy-yards. 

The expenditures for improvements and repairs during the iiscal year 
18G<)-'70 was $88,:^8().Gt), and for 1870-71 *54,373.80. 

The steam sloop Xarraffanselt was fitted (mt during the year 1870, 
the repairs of the Monotumhela continued, and the Illmois on the 
stocks, having become through dry lol worthless as a vessel of war, 
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was takeu to pieces in the whip house. She was a second-rate screw 
steamship of the same size as the Delaware and CaJifornia^ of 2,490 
tons, new measurement, and desi^^^ned to carry 21 guns of heavy caliber. 
Having been built of unseasoned white-oak timber, the supply of sea- 
soned live and white oak having been exhausted by the contingencies 
of the late war, she deteriorated very rapidly, as di<l her sister ships 
of the same class, laid down about the same time at other navy-yai'ds. 

Early in the year Kear- Admiral Thatcher was ordered to the station 
as port admiral, an office that was soon discontinued. 

On the 14tli of August, 1870, while on a visit to his relation, the 
commandant, Admiral David Glasgow Farragut died after a brief i)eri(Kl 
of suffering. His death was lamented by the whole nation. The Sec- 
retary of the Navy, in a general order dated August 15, 1870, the day 
following his decease, announced to the Navy and the country *Hhe 
death of David Glasgow Farragut, Admiral of the Navy, the highest 
officer in the service, at Portsmouth, N. 11., at meridian on the 14th 
inst., in the seventieth year of his age,'^ and added: 

The life of this officer has l)c<5n spent in the service of his country; the record of 
his services is written in the nohlest pages of her history, and his death wiU be 
mourned by the whole people, who loved while they honored hiin. He will be buried 
from St. John's Church, Portsmouth, N. H., on Wednesday the 17th instant, at noon. 
On the day of his funeral, if this order is received in time, otherwise on the day after 
it« reception, the ting will be diH]»layed at half mast at all navy yards and stations 
and on board all ships of th<^ IT. S. Navy in commission, and seventeen minute guns 
will be ftreil at noon from each navy -yard. Tlie commandant of the navy-yard at 
Portsmouth will furnish a i>roper funeral escort, and pay all due honor to the de- 
ceased. All officers of the Navy and Marine Corps will wear crepe on the left arm for 
a period of twenty days. 

After the funeral services in St. John's Church, the body of the de- 
ceased admiral was tsiken on board the U. S. frigate (Jtierrterc, Capt. 
T. 11. Stevens, detiiile<l for the purpose, and conveyed in her to i^ew 
York, where it found its final resting place, after 'reciuviiig the high 
military honors due the deceiised's rank, in Greeiiwood Cemetery. 

During the year 1869 the working force employed in the yard varied 
from 312 to 1,581, iMJwrding to the contingencies of the service, and 
$61,303.32 was ex])ende<l under the head of repairs, and in 1870 from 
239 to 1,149 workmen were emi)loyed, and the yard books show that 
during 1870 there was expended under the head of repairs, and which 
probably included improvements and maiutcnancfe, $119,732.45. 

The Bureau estimated for the fiscal year 1871-72: For repairing of all 
kinds, $75,0005 for ]>ermanent iminovcments, $75,000; and Congress, 
March 3, 1871, appropriated in the sundry civil service bill, for repairs of 
all kinds, $75 000, and in the navy appropriation bill of the same date 
provided for the <*ivil establishment of the yard as follows: Yards and 
docks, $10,000; equipment and recruiting, $3,400; constnu'tion and re- 
pair^ $8,500; steam engineering, $5,6(K); medicine and surgery, $1,290. 
The civil establishments for the Bureaus of Naviii:atiou^ Ov<Iv\?o\v:si^/i!L\vic 
Provisions and Clothing were provided iot Vn «:^^\Q>^^^^^^^^^^* 
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The amount expended daring the fiscal year 1871-72, for repairs a jd 
improvement, was $77,214.ri9. 

The amounts expended during the year 1871 forrepairs was (81,511.12; 
for timber slii)s, J?1,.S75.37. 

The working ihivv «»mi»loyed in the yai'd during the same year varied 
from <>00 t^) 1,0.55, the greatcvst number on the rolls being in March, the 
least in August. 

1872. During 1S72 a chain shed was Imilt and in the Vd^t quarter of 
the ye^ir tlie working foi-ce was increased to about 1,300. 

The Bureau estimates for the fiscal year 1872-'73, for repairs of all 
kinds, $00,000; repairs of floating dock, $85,000; for permanent im- 
provement bridge connecting Sejiveys Island, $4,200; rail tracks, 
$liO,0(M); and Congress appropriated, June 10, 1872, in sundry civil serv- 



ice bill : 

For repairs <»t' all kinds $75, 000 

For repairs of t1(»at iug dock 80,000 

For bridge coiiiiecting Sea veys Inland 4, 000 

Total 159,000 



The appro])riation for tlie civil establishments was the same as for 
the year preciMling. 
The expenditures during the year 1872 were, for repairs, $77,214.59. 
The cx]>enditures during the year 1873 were: 



For repairs of all kinds $87, 227. 38 

For repairing tloating doek 73, 157. 29 

For truss In idgt^ to Seave.vs Island 3, 998. 65 



Total 164,383.33 



October 10, 1872, ( -ommodore John (1 Howell succeeded Eear-Admi- 
ral A. N. Pennock as commandant, on his promotion, who was ordered 
to command the North Pacilht squadron, and subsequently the Asiatic. 
]{eiir- Admiral Pennock died suddenly at the Rockingham House, Ports- 
moutli, X. 11., Sei)tember 20, 1870, after his return from sea service, and 
when Avitlhn a few days of his retirement. 

1873. Tlie Mommjahvla having been almost completely rebuilt, was 
refitted, and tiie steam sloop Marion,, 910 tons, new measurement, which 
had been built to take tlie phiee of the sailing sloop of the same name 
broken u]), was launched; and two new steam sloops, the Enterpi^e 
and EsHcr^ were put upon the stocks in 1873. The .Enterpnuej built by 
contract with Mr. I. W. (rrilhths, the Government furnishing all the 
material and everything excepting labor, was launched. The floating 
dock Avas extensively and thoroughly repaired, and the truss bridge 
(being thcse<!ond bridge connecting the two islands) built between the 
navy-yard and SSeaveys Island. The reciciving ship Vandalia was sent 
to Boston to be broken up and rebuilt as a steam sloop, and the frigate 
Sabine took her idace as the receiving ship. 
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The Bureau estimated for 1873-'74: 

For repairs of all kinds 

For railroad tracks and cars 1 

For gas works 



$93,000 
20,000 
20,000 



Total 



133,000 



Tlie appropriation, however, was general for all the navy-yards, as 
it has been for all years since 1873, leaving to the judgment of the Chief 
of the Bureau of Yards and Docks what sums to allot each yard, and for 
what specified purposes. For the year 1873-'74, the Bureau allotted to 
the Portsmouth navj^-yard, for repairs, improvement, and preserva- 
tion, $113,500," and there was expended $109,997.91, $2,000 of Avhich 
was allotted for building gas works and piping the yard for gas. 

1874. In 1874 the yard and the officers' quarters were for the first 
time lighted with gas. A tool house was built, a portico and conserva- 
tory added to the commandant's quarters, and a waiting house built on 
the Portsmouth side at the landing place of the steam tug Emerald^ 
which had since the war been the regular ferryboat connecting the 
navy-yard with the city of Portsmouth. 

The steam sloop Ensex was launched Oct. 26, 1874. She was a screw 
steamer of 015 tons, new measurement, and 1,375 tons displacement, 
designed to carry 6 guns, and was a sister ship to the Enterprise^ 
launched the preceding year, and was built by the Government in com- 
petition with that ship. After her launch she was towed to Boston to 
receive her machinery, etc. 

During the summer of 1874 much difficulty was experienced in sup- 
plying the yard with fresh water, in consequence of the unusual dry- 
ness of the season, and it was the occasion of much anxiety, as in the 
various workshops using steam it was feared they would be unable to 
provide fresh water to feed the boilers. This stjite of things was laid 
before the Department and several propositions were made. One was 
to bore an artesian well on the island, the estimated cost of which, 
owing to the peculiar formation of the island, was $00,000. By an sicci- 
clental discovery of several springs on Seaveys Island, it occurred to 
Commodore Howell, the commandant, that a dam might be constructed 
to save the water that escaped from them and form a pond in the valley, 
which was already swampy. This Avas done and in a short time a pond 
was formed large enough to be a never-failing source of supply, and the 
water from it was conducted through a pipe to a cistern in the navy- 
yard. The entire cost of this improvement, including a steam engine 
for pumping the water into the reservoir for distribution, was less than 
$500. In addition to furnishing the yard with a never-failing supply of 
fresh water, several hundred tons of thick and clear ice are harvested 
from it in winter, sufficient to supply all the wants of the yard during 
tlie summer and the sick at quarantine. 

The bridge which connects the navy-yard with " Kittery foreside." 
was repaired this year and put in serviceable co\i<aLV\\Q»\i« \\,\\v5A.\^^^\i. 
considered for some time quite unsafe for tTa\e\. 
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Soptember 22, 1S74, Commodore Howell, having been commissioned 
Cliief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, in place of BeHr-Admii*al C. E. 
V, Rodders, was succeeded as commandant by Commodore Andrew Bry- 
son. 

The steam sloop Ticonderoga arrived and was put out of commission 
ou tlic 24tli of (.)ct<»bcr. 

The Secretary in his annual report, Decem])er 1, 1874, again alludes 
t^)tlic condition of our navy-yards, and that of Portsmouth in particu- 
lar, and says: 

Tlu' siibJtM't of tliiM'ondition aiul necessity of our uavy-yardsaud naval hospitals 
v/HH ean-fiilly iiivesti««:aleii diirin<; thti last HUiuuior by the Si^nate Naval Coiiiniitttse, 
iiiidor a special resolution for that purjiose, antl tbeir report to be luadeto the Senate 
Avill, N\ itiioiit doubt, contain much information and many valuable and autlioritative 
Hu^>^<>sti«uis. In tile meantime I be^r to renew the recommeudatious in iny previous 
anrnial n^ports in referencii to the na\y-yards, and throjigh you t^ press upon Con- 
j^ress the pro]»riety of increasing and *levelo]nng their practical resources. In view 
of the irreat strides nuide by other naval imwers I am impelled thus to urge the im- 
)»erative ne<-d of bringing our naval \vork8ht)ps up to the highest stat^) of efficiency. 

At the Kittery yard nothing further has been done than was absolutely necessary 
to maintain the yard in its present admirable condition. 

1875. In 1875 the xV«/<#W(A(/ and Ticonderoga and tug Portfire w^v^ 
in ordinaiy at the yard, the tug hSpeedtcell in commission, and the J^itier 
aid running as a ferryboat. 

From 1S74 to 1877 little or nothing was done toward improving the 
yard, the ;xpproi)riations being barely sunieieiit to keep it in repair. 

Dni ing th(» liscal year 1873-74 there was expended under yards and 
docks, for repairs and improvement, $109,1)97.01; for general mainte- 
nance, M87,S9().34; for civil establishment, $4,399.93; total, $202,288.18. 

During the tiscal year 1874-75 for re])airs, etc., only $24,779.71 was 
expcMided; during the fiscal year 1875-'7t> but $20,540.66 for the same 
objects. 

The Jj(fU('(ister and Kansas arrived in the summer of 1875 with yellow 
fcv(*r on board, and, after und(»rgoing a rigorous quarantine, were al- 
h)wcd to c(nne up to the yard and were i^aidotfamj^hieed inordinary. 

T\w sicain sloop rUfniouth was i)ut in eonnuissioii and sailed to join 
th(» North Atlantic Station early in the year. The new steam sloop 
Marion was also commissioned and sailed, early in 1876, for the Medi- 
terranean. The receiving ship i<ahine was fitted up as a training ship, 
luider t he cognizanc<» of the Bureau of Equi]>meut and Recruiting, and 
100 boys \ver«» enlisted and und<M' ti'ainiug at the close of the year. 

('(mgress, in the act approi)riating for the naval service, approved 
flune 30, 1876, directed the S<»cretary of the Navy to organize a naval 
board of five (?onimissioned otlicers of the Navy, three of whom shall 
be the s(»,nior officers of the active list of the Navy, to examine fully ard 
determine whether in their opinion any of the navy-yards can be dis- 
pensed with and abandoned, and, if so, to report the best manner of 
making disj)osition of the same.'- 
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Under this law on the 4th of September, 1876, the Hon. Secretary 
apx>ointed a board composed of the following officers, viz : Admiral D. 
D. Porter, president; Vice- Admiral S. 0. Eowan, and Eear- Admiral 
O. H. Davis^ Chief Engineer J. W. King, and Kaval Constructor J. W. 
Easby, members. 

On the 5th of December this board reported and recommended " tlie 
Kittery (Portsmouth) navy- yard be not abandoned or dispensed witli," 
and, as appears from the minutes of the board, for the following reasons : 

October 4, 1876, tlie snbjof^t of the Kittery navy-yard was taken up, and, after a 
full discusHion, tlie board agreed that the navy-yard should not be dispensed wither 
abandoned- 
First. On acconnt of its value to the Government as a building and equipping star- 
tion. 

Second. Because it is in a harbor where the water is open in the coldest weather 
and the port is at all times and seasons accessible. 

Third. As a refuge for vessels coming from a sickly station with an epidemic on 
board there is no other liarbor where so many facilities are presented, or where the 
inhabitants have made so little objection, to our infected ships occupying the outer 
harbor. 

Fourth. There is a large population in and around Portsmouth, N. H., and Kittery, 
Me., who have passed their lives in shii)-buildiug, and the naval mechanics in that 
vicinity are esteemed among the best in our country. 

While the board are deci<leilly opx)08ed to abandoning the Kittery yard, it seems 
to them that some exx>re8sion of opinion on their part should be recorded in regard 
to what should bo done with the yard in case work there is temi)orarily suspended. 
They recommend that the y.ard should have a sufficient force of officers and employes 
kept on duty to maintain it in the most efficient condition and ready for any emer- 
gency. 

1876. In June, 1876, the Congress^ Oapt. Earl English, arrived and 
was paid oif and placed in ordinary about the same time the tug Speed- 
well and the training ship Sabine were put out of commission and a 
great reduction made in the oflic^ers and working force of the yard. The 
boys on boar<l the Subbie were transferred to the Wahash at Boston. 

From 1,100 workmen employe<l on the 1st of January, 1874, the num- 
ber was gradually decreased to 242 in December, and on the 1st of 
July, 1876, only 71 were employed in all the departments, a smaller 
number than had been on the yard rolls since 1854, and, with few ex- 
ceptions, since 1847. 

July 21, 1876, Commodore Bryson was succeeded by Oapt. Earl 
English as commandant, the Secretary having decided to reduce the 
yard to a cai)tain'S' conuimnd, but soon after the advent of the new 
administration Secretary Thompson restored it to its former status by 
appointing, April 16, 1877, Commodore John Guest commandant, Oapt. 
English remaining under his command as captain of the yard. 

1877. March 27, 1877, the Sabine was sold at auction for $19,250, 
but the Department refused to confirm the sale. 

July 20, 1877, the following United States vessels were at the yard 
in ordinary or laid up: Lancaster ^ Gongrens^ Ticonderoga, Kansas, and 
Portfire. On the stocks, ironchid Ma^sachmetU'y r€k\>^mw^^ ^^e.ttdi\K«^*, 
ferryboaty tag Umerald. 
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BuildingS; quarters, etc., in the navy-yard, PortRuioutli, N. H., witli their nnmber, 
according to the phiu of 1876, original cost, material of which bnilt^ etc. : 
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1867 : 



B«dler shop 

Storehoaae for machinery . 



1853 i 
1855 



1867 



1854 
1866 
1865 



1864 



Ottice building 

Hea4l houae 

Enpne and boiler houae 

Inni foundry 

Machine Hhop 

Machine shop, amithery, and foundry. . . 

CliaiN'l and copperamith'H ahop 

Plumber's, 04mi>ersmith'a, and tin shop . 

Jlowitascr building 

Oi-dnance building 

Steuni enjzineering and amithery 

I*lioto^rni»hic galh'ry 

Sliot und shell house 

AVatcli station 

(.'onstniction paint ahop 

Hospital 

Ordnance timber shed 
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1865 
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"1*828' 
1828 > 
1828 
18:{3 
1833 
1836 

im 

1836 
1836 , 
1828 ' 

I 
I 
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New ma^uzine. 
Old luaf^azine. 

Shell house for unloaded sheila . 
Shell house for loadetl shells . 
Lime house. 
Orticcrs' stables. 

.do . 
Ox slieil . 
W«t4»ring shed . 

Stable for ynnl cattle 

Boiler house 

Timber shed, equipment store 

Timber shed , 

Tank shed 

Timber shed, saw and planing mill : 

Iron-plating shon 

Circular-saw mill 

Timber shed, and yards and docks store 

Timber shed 

Yards and do<-ks machine shop and planing mill. , 

Pitch house 

Salutiug-battery building , 

Sliip house 

Watch station 

Oakum house , 

Teamsters' oilice aud leather worker's shop 

Masons' stone shed 

Yards and docks smithcry 

Boathouse aud carpenter shop 

Chain shwl 

Sand shed , 

(las house , 

('art and wheel shed 

Steam fire-engine house 

Tool house and paint shop 

Superintendent tire engines 

Commandant's quarters , 

Captain of the yard's quarters 

Equipment otlicers' quarters 

Ordnance oftit-ers' (juart^rs 

Surgeons' quarters 

Chief engineer's quarters 

Boatswain's <|uarters 

Gunners' quarters 

Carpenters' quart^^rs 

Lieutenant-commander's quarters 

Lodge for ordinary , 

Maval constructor''s quarters (Seaveys Island) 

Civil engineer's quarters (Seaveys Island) 



EEGISTEE OF THE PEINCIPAL OFFICEES. 



Table of the unmber of mechanics and laborers employed on the Ist of each 
month from 1827 to 1877. 

Table of the appropriations and expenditures for improvements, civil establish- 
ment, and maintenance of the yard, from 1800 to 1877. 



Begieter of principal officers atttiched to the United States navy-yard, Poi'tsmouth, N, H,, 
on January 1 of each year from 1815 to 1877, inclusive. 

[Taken from the annual Official Register.] 



1815. 

Capt. Thomas McDonough, coinmandaiit. 

Sorg. Robert L. Tlioni. 

Purser Nathaniel Lyde. 

Sailing Master Eli Browu. 

Capt. of Marines Charles S. Hanna. 

1816-'17. 

Capt. Thomas McDouough, commandant. 

Lieut. John Pettigrew. 

Lieut. Walter N. Monteath. 

Lieut. William M. Robins. 

Surg. Robert L. Thorn. 

Purser Nathaniel Lyde. 

Midshipman William S. Walker. 

Sailing Master Samuel P. Chamberlain. 

Gunner Antonio Correia. 

Capt. of Marines Archibald Henderson. 

First Lieut. Marines Samuel E. Watson. 

Navy Agent Henry S. Langdon. 

Naval Storekeeper Tunis Craven. 

1818. 

Capt. Thomas McDonough, commandant, 

detached in May. 
Lieut. John Pettigrew. 
Lieut. Henry Wells. 

Lieut. Jo8e))h Smith (ordered to Ouerriere 

in May). 
Lieut. Walter N. Monteath. 
Lieut. William M. Robbins. 
Surg. Robert L. Thorn. 
Purser Nathaniel Lyde. 
Midshipman Joel Abbott (detached April 

1, 1818.) 

Sailing Master Samuel P. Chamberlain. 

Sailing Master James II. Ferguson. 

Sailing Master Nathaniel 8toodley. 

Gunner Antonio Correia. 

Capt. of Marines Archibald Henderson, 
brevet major. 

First Lieut, of Marines Samuel E. Wat- 
son. 



1819. 

Capt. Charles Morris, commandant. 
Lieut. John Pettigrew. 
Lieut. Henry Wells. 
Lieut. Walter N. Monteath. 
Surg. Robert L. Thorn. 
Purser Nathaniel Lyde. 
Sailing Master Samuel P. Chamberlain. 
Gunner Antonio Correia. 
First Lieut, of Marines Samuel E. Wat- 
son. 

1830. 

Capt. Charles Morris, comm Aidant. 
Lieut. John Pettigrew. 
Lieut. John Porter. 
Lieut. A. H. M. Conklin. 
Surg. Robert L. Thorn. 
Purser Nathaniel Lyde. 
Sailing Master Sanmel P. Chamberlain. 
Gunner Antonio Correia. 
Capt. of Marines Lyman Kellogg. 
First Lieut, of Marines Samuel E. Wat- 
son. 

Navy Agent Henry S. Langdon (fees 1 
per cent on expenditures and not to ex- 
ceed $2,000 per annum). 

Naval Storekeeper Tunis Craven (salary 
$1,000), 

1891. 

Capt. Charles Morris, commandant. 
Master Commandant John Porter. 
Lieut. John D. Sloat. 
Surg. Robert L. Thoni. 
Purser Nathaniel Lyde. 
Midshii)man Richard Barker. 
MidHhi))man Daniel Goodwin. 
Midshipman Michael Ma honey. 
Sailing Master Samuel P. Chamberlain. 
Sailing Master Nathaniel Stoodley. 
Gunner Antonio Correia. 
Capt. of Marines Samuel E. Watson., 
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IQiil— Continued. 

First Lieut, of MariuoK William W. Du- 
lauy. 

Navy Agent Henry S. Landgon. 
Naval Storekeeper Tunis Craven. 

Capt. Charles Morris, eonimandant. 
Mivster Commandant John Porter. 
Lieut. Thomas W. Wymau. 
Surg. Robert L. Thoru. 
Purser Nathaniel Lyde, 
Midshipman Augustus Cutts. 
Sailing Master Samuel P. Chamherlain. 
Sailing Master Nathaniel Stoodley. 
Ciunner Antonio Correia. 
Capt. of Marines Samuel K. Watson. 
First Lieut, of Marines Thomas S. Eng- 
lish. 

Navy Agent Enoch 0. Parrott. 
Naval Storekeeper Tunis Craven. 

1823. 

Capt. Charles Morris, commandant. 
Master Commandant John Porter. 
Lieut. Thonuis W. Wyman. 
Surg. Kohert L. Thorn. 
Surgeon's Mate Charles Chase. 
Purser Nathaniel I^yde. 
Sailing Master Nathaniel Stoodley. 
Gunner Antonio Correia. 
Capt. of Marines Sannnd E. Watson. 
First Lieut, of Marines Thomas S. Eng- 
lish. 

Navy Agent Enoch G. Parrott. 
Naval Storekeeper Tunis Craven. 

1824. 

Capt. William M. Crane, commandant. 
Mast(;r Connnandant John Porter. 
Lieut. William Berry. 
Lieut. Thomas W. Wyman. 
Surg. Robert L. Thorn. 
Purser Nathaniel Lyde. 
Sailing Master N. A. Prentiss (acting). 
Sailing Master Nathaniel Stoodley. 
Cai)t. of Marines Samuel E. Watscm. 
First Lieut, of Marines Thomas S. Eng- 
lish. 

Second Lieut, of Marines John Lowry. 
Navy Agent Enoch G. Parrott (relieved 
July 23). 

Naval Storekeeper John P. Decatur 
(granted three mouths' leave). 



1825. 

Capt. William M. Crane, conima^dant 
(ordered in March). 

Master Connnandant John Porter. 

Lieut. George W. Storer. 

Surg. Rol»ert L. Thorn. 

Surgeon's Mat« Charles Chase. 

Pui-ser Nathaniel Lyde. 

Sailing Master N. A. Prentiss (acting). 

Sailing Master Nathaniel Stoodley. 

Capt. of Marines Samuel E. Watson. 

Second Lieut, of Marines John G. Rey- 
nolds. 

Navy Agent Enoch G. Parrott. 
Naval Storekeeper John P. Decatur. 

1826. 

Capt. Charles G. Ridgely, commandant. 
Lieut. George W^. Storer. 
Surg. Charles Chase. 
Purser Nathaniel Lyde. 
Midshipman Francis Bartlet. 
Midshipman Simeon B. Bissett. 
Sailing Master Nathaniel Stoodley. 
Sailing Master N. A. Prentiss. 
Capt. of Marines John M. Gamble (bvt. 
nnijor). 

First Lieut, of Marines George D. Brewes- 
ton. 

Second Lieut, of Marines George F. Lind- 
say. 

Navy Agent Enoch G. Parrott. 
Naval Storekeeper .John P. Decatur. 
Naval Constructor John Floyd. 

1827. 

Capt. John Orde Creighton, commandant. 

Lieut. George W. Stcu-er. 

Surg. Charles Chase. 

Pnrser Nathaniel Lyde. 

Midshipman Ezekiel Mulford. 

Sailing Master Nathaniel Stoodley (re- 
signed April 6, 1827). 

Sailing Master N. A. Prentiss. 

Ca])t. of Marines John M. Gamble. 

First Lieut, of Marines Thomas S. Eng- 
lish. 

Second Lieut, of Marines Landon S. 
Carter. 

Navy Agent Enoch G. Parrott. 
Naval Storekeeper John P. Decatur. 
Naval Constructor John Floyd. 
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1838. 

Capt. John Orde Creighton, commandant. 

Lieat. George W. Storer (promoted mas- 
ter commandant April 24, 1828). 

Surg. Peter Christie. 

Purser Nathaniel Lyde (died July 7, 
1828). 

Purser Charles O. Handy. 
Sailing Master N. A. Prentiss (detached). 
Sailing Master James Ferguson. 
Capt. of Marines Samuel Watson. 
First Lieut, of Marines Thomas S. Eng- 
lish. 

Navy Agent Enoch G. Parrott (died June 
15, 1828). 

Navy Agent' John N. Sherburne (ordered 

July 11, 1828). 
Naval Storekeeper John P. Decatur. 
Naval Constructor John Floyd. 

1839. 

Capt. John D. Henley, Commandant. 

Master Commandant, George W. Storer. 

Surg. Peter Cliristie. 

Purser Charles O. Handy (ordered to U. 
S. S. Ckmstellation), 

Midshipman George B. Ricker (resigned 
February 17, 1829). 

Sailing Master James Ferguson. 

Capt. of Marines Samuel E. Watson. 

First Lieut, of Marines Thomas S. Eng- 
lish. 

Navy Agent^John N. Sherburne. 
Naval Storekeeper John P. Decatur. 
Naval storekeeper Richard H. Ayer (ap- 
pointed May 1, 1829). 
Naval Constructor John Floyd. 

1830. 

Capt. John D. Henley, commandant. 
Master Commandant Gforge W. Storer 

(detached, ordered to U. S. S. Boston). 
Lieut. John C. Long. 
Surg. Charles Chase. 
Purser Joseph H. Terry. 
Sailing Master James Ferguson. 
Capt. of Marines Samuel E. Watson. 
First Lieut, of Marines William W. Du- 

lany. 

Second Lieut, of Marines Constantine 
Smith (resigned November 20, 1830). 

Navy Agent John Laighton (appointe<l 
AprU 27, 1830). 

Naval Storekeeper Richard H. Ayer. 

NBval Constructor John Floyd. 



1831. 

Capt. John D. Henley commandant. 

Master Commandant Daniel Turner. 

Lieut. Thomas Crabb. 

Surg. Charles Chase. 

Purser Joseph Watson (died February 
16, 1831). 

Purser Grenville C. Cooper. 

Sailing Master James Ferguson (de- 
tached). 

Sailing Master Joseph Williston. 
Gunner Joseph Andrews. 
Capt. of Marines Samuel E. Watson. 
First Lieut, of Marines James Edelin. 
First Lieut, of Marines George W. 

Walker. 
Navy Agent John Laighton. 
Naval Storekeeper Richard H. Ayer. 
Naval Constructor John Floyd. 

1833. 

Capt. John D. Henley, commandant. 
Master Commandant Daniel Turner. 
Lieut. Thomas Crabbe. 
Lieut. John Pope. 

Lieut. Charles H. Jackson (ordinary). 
Surg. Charles Chase. 
Purser Greenville C. Cooper. 
Passed Midshipman Alfred Taylor. 
Passed Midshipman Simeon B. Bissell. 
Gunner Joseph Andrews (died October 
9, 1832). 

Capt. of Marines, Samuel E. Watson. 
First Lieut, of Marines George W. 

Walker. 
Navy Agent John Laighton. 
Naval Storekeeper Richard H. Ayer. 
Naval Constructor John Floyd. 

1833. 

Capt. William M. Crane, commandant. 

Master Commandant Daniel Turner (de- 
tached on leave). 

Master Commandant George W. Storer. 

Lieut. Thomas Crabbe (detached on 
leave). 

Lieut. Joseph R. Jarvis. 

Lieut. Thomas O. Selfridge (detached to 
Delaware 74. 

Lieut. John M. Russell (ordinary). 

Surg. Charles Chjise (detached). 

Surg. William Phnnstejwl. 

Surg. .Tames Cormick (detaclied). 



I2fi HISTORY OF THE NAVY-YARD AT PORTSMOUTH, H. 



1833 — Continued. 

MMlsliipman Stei>ho.n lVcatur(dot»<liod). 
Mitlshipman John H. Sherburne (de- 

tiU'lwd). 
Sailing Master Jacob Mull. 
Gunner Jost-jdi Andrews (died October 9, 

1832). 

Carpenter John A. Dickerson. 

Capt. of Marines Samuel E. Watson (bvt. 

lieutenant-colonel). 
Fii-st Lieut, of Marines George W. 

Walker. 
Navy Agent John Laighton. 
Naval Storekeeper Hiehard IT. Ayer. 
Naval Constructor John Fh»yd. 

1834. 

Capt. WMlliani M. Crane, commandant. 

Master Ctnnniandant George W. Storer. 

Lieut. Joseph K. Jarvis. 

Lieut. Joseph Cuttti (ordinary; died Sep- 
tember 26, im). 

Surg. William Plumstead. 

Purser Joseph Wilson. 

Sailing Master Jacob Mull. 

Carpenter John A. Dickerson. 

Sailmaker J. G. Gallagher. 

Capt. of Marines Sanniel E. Watson. 

First Lieut, of Marines Hichard Douglass. 

Second Lieut, of Marines Nathaniel S. 
Waldron. 

Navy Agent John Laighton. 

Naval Sl<»rek»'e])er Richard H. Ayer. 

Naval Constructor John Floyd. 

1835. 

Capt. William M. Crane, commandant. 

Master Counnaudant George W. Storer. 

Lieut. Jos4'ph II. Jarvis. 

Surg. Thomas H. Salter. 

Purser Josej)h Wilson. 

Saliug Master Jacob Mull. 

Carpenter John A. Dickerson (detached 

to ConHliiiition and relieved in June). 
(.<ar|»enter Patrick Dee. 
Sailmaker J. G. Gallagher (detached). 
Maj. of Marines Samuel E. Watson (brevet 

lieutenant-colonel). 
First Lieut, of Marines Alvin Edson. 
Second Lieut, of Marines D. D. Baker. 
Navy Agent John Jjaighton. 
Naval Storekeeper Richard H. Ayer. 
Naval Constructor John Floyd, 



1836. 

Capt. William M. Crane, commandant. 

Master Comman<lant George W. Storer. 

Lieut. Joseph R. Jar\''is. 

Surg. Thomas B. Salter. 

Purser Jo8e])h Wilson. 

Sailing Master Jacob Mull. 

Boatswain William Black. 

Caqieiiter Patrick Dee. 

Maj. of Marines Samuel E. Watson. 

First Lieut, of Marines Alvin Edson. 

Second Lieut, of Marines, D. D. Baker. 

Navy Agent John Laighton. 

Naval Storekeeper Richard H. Ayer. 

Naval Constructor John Floyd. 

1887. 

Capt. William M. Crane, commandant. 

Commander George W. Storer (promoted 
to captain February 9, 1837, and de- 
tached). 

Conimander Ralph Voorhees. 

Lieut. John C. Long. 

Lieut. Joseph R. Jarvis (detached). 

Surg. Thomas B. Salter (detached). 

Surg. George W. Godwise. 

Purser Bt^ujamiu J. Cohoone. 

Passed Midshix>man John J. White. 

Sailing Master Jacob Mull. 

Boatswain John Morris. 

Acting Gunner Richard F. Dunn. 

Carpenter Patrick Dee (detached). 

Maj. of Marines Samuel E. Watson. 

Second Lieut, of Marines D. D. Baker 
(sick). 

Navy Agent John Laighton. 
Naval St(>rekceper Richard H. Ayer (re- 
signed Mayl, 1837). 
Naval Constructor John Floyd. 

. 1838. 

Capt. William M. Crane, commandant. 

Commander Ralph Voorhees. 

Lieut. John C. Long (promoted). 

Lieut. George F. Pearson. 

Surg. Charles Chase. 

Purser John A. Bates. 

Sailing Master Jacob Mull. 

Boatswain John Morris. 

Boatswain (acting) Lawrence Gallagher. 

Boatswain (acting) John Young. 
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1838— Continued. 

Gnnner (lu-tlng Sichftid F.Dunn. 
Cfirj^ enter Jf^swph Cox, 
Maj. ofMBdni* Samuel E. Watson. 
First Lieut, of Marines Francis C. Hall. 
Navy Agent John Laightou. 
Naval Storekeeper Enoch B. Barnes. 
Naval Constructor John Floyd (died June 
9, 1838). 

1839. 

Capt. William M. Crane, commandant. 

(;<»iiiiii;iiuW John C. Long. 

hi rut, <it'<vijj^t^ F. Pearaon. 

Hiirg. Cliurltia Chase. 

Purser John A. Bates (ordered to s. S%, 

Louis), 
»Mi6r Jacob Mull. 

Boatswain (acting) Lawrence Gallagher. 
Boatswain (acting) John Young, 
fitoiier (acting) BicMii F. Dunn. 
Carpenter Joseph Coi. 
Maj. of MQrifn^^i Sviuuih-I E.Watson. 
First Lieut, of Marines Francis C. Hall. 
Navy Agent John Laighton. 
Naval Storekeeper Enoch B. Barnes. 
Naval Constructor John LenthalL 

1840. 

Capt. William M. Crane, commandant (de- 
tached October 27, 1840). 

Capt. John D. Sloat, commandant. 

Commander John C. Long (detached to 
coumiand sloop Boston), 

LiouL (}*'i^rge F. Pearson. 

Surf; t 'hrirkfl Chase. 

1*11 rhtT t liincis G. MacCauley (ordered to 
iJontieUtition), 

Muttter J»(;o1i Mall. 

Boatswain (acting) Lawrence Gallagher. 
Boatswain (acting) John Young. 
Qn^wX»^i^ m^^ttfd F. Dunn. 
Carpenter ^kmi^ 
Sailmaker ftiit^hlg) John Burdine. 
Maj. of Marines Samuel £. Watson. 
Second Lieut, of Marines Algernon S. 

Taylor. 
Navy Agent John Laighton. 
Naval Storekeeper Enoch B. Barnes. 

1841. 

Capt. John D. Sloat, commandant. 
Commander Thomas W. Wymau. 
Lieut. George F. Pearson (promoted Sep- 
temher 8 »nd detached), 



1 8 4rl — Continued. 
Surg. ( 1i;m1< !4 ( 
Purser rhomiis Rrce*^©. 
Master Jacob Mull. 
Boatswain William Black. 
Boatswain (acting) Lawrence Gallagher. 
GuniK^r ju'tiiig) Richard F. Dunn. 
Carpenter John Green. 
Maj. of Marines Samuel E. Watson. 
Nkvf !Ag|t|!^ JjoIlM Laighton (removed 

"SMTSt Af!«nt Itikoll^ Upham. 

NA^I Storekeeper Enoch B. Barnes (re- 

iimvtMl April 19, 1841). 
Naval Storekeeper Charles W. Cutter. 

1843. 

Capt. John D. Sloat, commandant. 
Commander Thomas W. Wyman. 
Lieut. Thomas O. Selfridge. 
Lieut. Samuel Larkin (ordinary), de- 
tached. 

LioiiL oi M,. M. White (ordinary). 
8nrg. dim it'h Chase. 
Purser Thoiiirtf* Hre<?se. 
Master Ja.cob Mull. 
Boatswain William Black (detached). 
Boatswain Samuel Drew. 
Gunner Richard F. Dunn. 
Carpenter John Green. 
Sailmaker Benjamin B. Bnrchsted (de- 
tached). 
Sailmaker Samuel V. Hawkins. 
MiiJ ttt MiiriTn.'s .Sfininol E. Watson. 
First Lii^iit ut'Mavini'f^ D. D. Baker. 
Navy Ajj^^iit Tiiimtliy l-plmin. 
Naval Storekeeper Charles W. Cutter. 
Naval Constructor Samuel M. Pook. 

1843. 

Capt. John D. Sloat, commandant (de- 
tached). 

Capt. George W. Storer, comma dant. 

Commander Thomas W. Wyman (pro- 
moted and detached). 

Commander Louis M. Goldsborough. 

Commander J^oseph R. Jarvis (inspec- 
tion). 

Lieut. Thomas O. Selfridge. 
Lieut. Henry French (ordinary). 
Lieut. George M. White (ordered and de- 
tached). 

Surg. Samuel Jackson (ordered and de 
tachedV 
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1843— Continued. 

Purser ThoniuM ISrcese. 

Maatt'r .facoh Mull. 

BoatKwain .Saniuol Drow. 

Gunner Kichnrd F. Dunn. 

Carpent«*r John (ireeu (detached). 

Carpenter Joseph ('«ix. 

Sailniaker Samuel V. Hawkins. 

Maj. of MarineH John Harris. 

First Lieut, of Marines 1). D. Baker. 

Navy Agent Timothy Upliani. 

Naval Storekeeper Charles W. ('utter. 

Naval Constructor Baniuel M. Took 

(detaeiied). 
Naval Constructor Josiah Barker. 

1H4 t. 

Capt. George W. Storer, commandant. 

Commander l^ouis M. (ioldshorough. 

Lieut. Thomas O. Selfridge (promoted). 

Lieut. Samuel Lock wood. 

Lieut. Henry French. 

Surg. ret<M" Christie. 

Purser Thomas Breese. 

Master Jacob Mull. . 

Boatswain William Hart. 

Gunner Kichard F. Dunn. 

Carpenter J(»se]:>h Cox. 

Maj. <»i' Marines John Harris. 

First Lieut, of Marines I). I). Baker. 

Navy Agent Timothy Cpham. 

Naval Storekee])er Charh»s W. Cutter. 

Naval Const ruct(»r J(»siah Barker. 

1845. 

Capt. (George W. Storer, conuuandant. 

Commander Louis M. (joldshorough. 

Lieut. Sanniol Lockwood. 

Lieut. Snnniel liarkin (ordinary). 

Surg. Thomas Dillard. 

Passed Asst. Surg. K(»bert Woodworth 

(temporarily). ■* 
Purser Horatio Bridge. 
Purser Thomas Breese (detached). 
Master .Jac(»h Mull. 
Boatswain William Hoi!'. 
Gunner Richard F. l)uni\. 
Carpenter Joseph (-ox. 
Sailmak<'r Theo<lore Herbert. 
Ma), of Marines .f<»hn Harris. 
First Li(Mit. of Marines D. J). Baker. 
Navy Agent Timothy llphani (resigned 

April 1, 1845). 
T^Avy Agent Samuel Cushman. 



1845 — Continued. 

Naval Storekeeper Charles W. Catter 

(resigned May 1, 1845). 
Naval Storekeeper Daniel Pierce. 
Naval Constructor Josiah leaker. 

1846. 

Capt. George W. Storer, eoniniandant. 

Commander George F. Pearson. 

Lieut. Charles W. Pickering. 

Lieut. Samuel Larkin. 

Surg. Horatio N. Glent worth. 

Purser Horatio Bridge. 

Master Jacob Mull. 

Gunner Richard F. Dnnn. 

Navy Agent Samuel Cushman. 

Naval Storekeeper Daniel Pierce. 

Naval Constructor Josiah Barker. 

1847. 

Comm<Klore Daniel Turner, commandant. 

Conmiander John Stone Paine. 

Lieut. Charles W. Pickering. 

Lieut. Samuel Larkin, 

Surg. Horatio N. Glentworth. 

Purser John A. Bates. 

Master Jacob Mull. 

Boatswain Samuel Drew. 

Gunner Kichard F. Dunn. 

Carpenter William M. Laighton. 

Navy Agent Samuel Cushman. 

Naval Storekeeper Daniel Pierce. 

Naval Constructor Benjamin F. Delano. 

1848. 

Commodore Daniel Turner, commandant. 

Connuander John Stone Paine. 

Lieut. Peter Turner. 

Lieut. George M. White. 

Surg. M. (j. Delaney. 

Purser John A. Bates. 

Master John Kobinson. 

J^oat swain Samuel Drew. 

Gunner Kichard F. Dunn. 

CarjKMiter William M. Laighton. 

Navy Agent Samnel Cushman. 

Naval St<nekoe])er Daniel Pierce. 

Naval Constructor Benjamin F. Delano. 

Civil Engineer Alexander Parris. 

1841). 

Conmuulore Dani<*l Turner, commandant. 
Connuander Jose]di K. Jarvis. 
Lieut. Peter Turner. 
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1849— Continued. 

lient. George M. White. « 
Surg. Charles Chase. 
Purser Nathaniel Wilson. 
Master John Rohinson. 
Gunner Richard F. Dunn. 
Boatswain Samuel Drew. « 
Carpenter William M. Laighton. 
Sailmaker James G. Gallagher. 
Capt. of Marines Ward Marston. 
Capt. of Marines A. N. Brevoort. 
Navy Agent Samuel Cushman. 
Naval Storekeeper Daniel Pierce. 
Naval Constructor Benjamin F. Delano. 
Civil Engineer Alexander Parris. 

1850. 

Capt. Thomas W. Wyman, commandant. 

Commander Joseph R. Jar vis. 

Lieut. Samuel Hazard. 

Lieut. Henry French. 

Surg. Charles Chase. 

Purser Horatio Bridge. 

Mftstes^ohn Robinson. 

Boatswain William Black. 

Gunner Richard F. Dunn. 

Carpenter William D^ Jenkins. 

Sailmaker James G. Gallagher. 

Capt. of Marines Ward Marston. 

Capt. of Marines A; N. Brevoort. 

Navy Agent Charles W. Cutter. 

Naval Storekeeper John Rice. 

Naval Constructor Benjamin F. Ddano. 

Civil Engineer Alexander Parris. 

1851. 

Capt. Thomas W. Wyman, commandant. 

Commander Joseph R. Jarvis. 

Lieut. Samuel Hazard. 

Surg. Robert Barry. 

Purser Horatio Bridge. 

Master John Robinson. 

Boatswain William Black. 

Gunner Richard F. Dunn. 

Carpenter William D. Jenkins. 

Capt. of Marines Ward Marston. 

Navy Agent Charles W. Cutter. 

Naval Storekeeper John Rice. 

Naval Constructor Samuel Hartt. 

Civil Engineer Alexander Parris. 

1852. 

Capt. Thomas W. Wyman, commandant. 
Commander G. J. Van Brunt. 

2711 9 



185 3— Continued. 

Lieut. Samuel Hazard. 
Surg. S. Wilson Kellogg. 
Purser Horace M. Hieskell. 
Chaplain Peter G: Clark. 
Master John Robinson. 
Boatswain Samuel Drew. 
Gunner Richard F. Dunn. 
Carpenter George Wisner. 
Capt. of Marines Ward Marston. 
Capt. of Marines A. N. Brevoort. 
Navy Agent Charles H. Ladd. 
Naval Storekeeper John Rice. 
Naval Constructor Samuel Hartt. 
Civil Engineer Alexander Parris. 

1853. 

Capt. Joseph Smoot, conunandant. 

Commander G. J. Van Brunt. 

Lieut. Amasa Paine. 

Surg. S. Wilson Kel]#gg. 

Purser Horace M. Hieskell. 

Chaplain Peter G. Clark. 

Master John Robinson. 

Boatswain Samuel Drew. 

Gunner Richard F. Dunn. 

Carpenter George Wisner. 

Capt. of Marines Abraham N. Brevoort. 

Navy Agent Charles H. Ladd (discharged 

April 5, 1853). 
Naval Storekeeper John Rice (discharged 

May 7, 1853). 
Naval Constructor Samuel Hart. 
Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler. 

1854. 

Capt. Joseph Smoot, commandant. 

Commander G. J. Van Brunt. 

Lieut. George McA. White. 

Surg. S. Wilson Kellogg. 

Purser Horace M. Hieskell. 

Chaplain Peter G. Clark. 

Master Abner Read. 

Boatswain Samuel Drew. 

Gunner Benjamin Bunker. 

Carpenter William M. Laighton. 

Sailmaker John W. North. 

Capt. of Marines Abraham M. Brevoort. 

Navy Agent Nehemiah Moses. 

Naval Storekeeper John R. Reding. 

Naval Constructor William L. Hanscom. 

Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler^ 
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1855. 

Capt. Joseph Smoot, eommaudant. 
Coiiiiuii|i||(ii'G«<itgp F. Pearson. 
Lieut. (Ttftflt?* W Pic'kt ring. 

Pursi r Jo^^rpli WilHon. 

Cbji|ilttiii l\4mJ,riark. 

Artiiig Miititer .LiH^iiard. Paulding* 

Ij(>iUhWHm Charles Jtdsmb^ 

Gun HIT IViijautJii Biiiikar 

Car])eiiter William M. Laighton. 

Sailmakor John W. North. 

Capt. of Marines Abraham N. Brovoort. 

Navy mSmMi Usom. 

Naval Storekeeper John R. Reding. 
Naval Constructor William L. llanscom. 
Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler. 

1856. 

Commodore John Thomas IJewton, com- 
mandant. 

Commander Charles W. Pickering. 

Lient. £lh9l^t^,QMf^. 

Lieut. Leonard Paulding. 

Surjr. M.G.Delaney. 

Purser Joseph Wilson. 

Chaplain .lohn Lee Watson. 

B<»atswain John Bates. 

Giinin r Hi iijjnuin l^i inker. 

Cari)enter Wil iaiii 1 ,h iikins. 

Sailmaki'r Jolin W \orth. 

Bvt. Maj. of Marines Nathaniel S. Wal- 
dron. 

Navy Ajrent Nrhemiah Moses. 
Naval Stc)n*kee])er John R. Reding. 
Naval Constructor William L. Hanscom. 
Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler. 

1857. 

Commodore John Thomas Newton, com- 
mandant. 
Connnander Charles W. Pickering. 
Lieut. Albert G. Clary 
Lieut. Etl ware T NicLoli, 

Purser Joseph Wilson. 
Chaplain John Lee Watson. 
I^oatswain John Bates. 
GiiniJtT l^iii'i^t's^. P.Allen. 
Carpeuter William D. Jenkins. 
Sailmaker David Bruce. 
Bvt. Maj. of Marines Nathaniel S. Wal- 
dron. 



185 7 — Continued. 

Navy Agent KeLemiah Moses. 
Naval Storekeeper John R. Reding. 
Naval Constructor William L. Hanscom. 
Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler. 

1858. 

Capt. John Poi>e, commandant. 
Commander John M. Berrien. 
Lient. David D. Porter. 
Lieut. Edward T. Nichols. 

Ptuwr CMf«tt F. Cutter. 

Boatswain Robert Whittaker. 

Gunner BiijiilliB Allen. 

Carpenter William D. Jenkins. 

Sailmaker Samnel Tat^. 

Cupt. of Mariueij Josiaji W^^tsoiu 

Nil vy Agent Henjf F. Wendell (appointed 
May 20, 1858). 

Naval Storekeeper John R. Reding (re- 
signed June 1, 1858). 

Naval Constructor William L. Hanscom. 

Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler. 

1859. 

Capt. John Fojte, 

Commander John M. Bertien. 

Lieut. DatidD: E^HiflAi^ 

Lieut. Getji-^e M, fMmUm^t^ 

Sur^r A. A. >renderS(m, 

PurM-r Gi'orj;*' V CnttiT, 

Chjiiiljiiii Tln'nd^ne B. Barton. 

Boatswain Charles .Johnston. 

Gunner Eugene Mack. 

Carpeuter William M. Laighton. 

Sailmaker Samuel TatWn 

Capt. of Mflfriow Garland. 

Navy Ag^mt Himiy P ^ffmML 

Na val Storekeeper VljgH 'JHh j^fctda. 

Naval Constructor William L. Hanscom. 

Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler. 

I860. 

Capt. John Pope, commandant. 
Connnander John M. Berrien. 
Lieut. David D. Porter, 
liieut. George M. Colvocoressis. 
jSiirit ^ H^atdaeoBit. 

Boatswain Edward B. Bell. 
Gunner Eugene Mack. 
Carpeuter William M. Laighton. 



HIOTOBT OP THE NAVY-YARD AT PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 131 



I860— Continued. 

Saibnaker James R. Cliilds. 
Capt. of Marines John G. Reynolds (bre- 
vet miyor). 
Navy Agent Henry F. Wendell. 
Naval Storekeeper Virgil D. Parris. 
Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler. 

1861. 

Capt. Ceorge F. Pearson, commandant. 

Commander J. S. Misroon. 

Lieut. George M. Colvocoressis. 

Ltieut. George H. Cooper. 

Surg. A. A. Henderson. 

Paymaster John Van B. Bleecker. 

Chaplain Henry Wood. 

Boatswain John McKiuley. 

Gunner William Burdett. 
- « 

Carpenter Joseph Cox. 
Sailmaker James R. Childs.' . 
Capt. of Marines John G. Reynolds (bre- 
vet major) 
Second Ldeut. Philip H. W. Fontane. 
Navy Agent Henry F. Wendell. 
Naval Storekeeper Virgil D. Parris. 
Naval Constructor Isaiah Hauscom. 
Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler. 

1863. 

Capt. George F. Pearson, commandant. 

Commander Alexander Murray. 

Commander Elisha Peck (retired, com- 
manding rendezvous). 

Lieut. Commander Joseph M. Bradford. 

Lieut. Edward C. Bowers (reserved list, 
rendezvous). 

Surg. M. G. Delaney. 

Paymaster John Van B. Bleecker. 

Chaplain Henr>' Wood (retired). 

Boatswain Alfred Hingerty. 

Gunner William Burdett. 

Carpenter Joseph Cox. 

Sailmaker James R. Childs. 

Lieut. Col. of Marines Ward Marston. 

First Lieut, of Marines C. A. Stillman. 

Navy Agent Thomas L. Tiillock. 

Naval Storekeeper M. F. Wentworth. 

Naval Constructor Isaiah Hauscom. 

Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler. 

1863. 

Capt. George F. Pearson, commandant. 
Commander Alexander Murray. 
Lieut. Commanding, Joseph M. Bradford 
(Ordnance Department). 



18 6 3— Continued. 

Surg. M. D. Delaney. 
Paymaster John Van B. Bleecker. 
Chaplain Henry Wood. 
Acting Master William D. Freeman. 
Boatswain Alfred Hingerty. 
Gunner William H. Hamilton. 
Carpenter Joseph Cox. 
Sailmaker A. A. Warren. 
Commander Elisha Peck (rendezvous). 
Lieut. E. C. Bowers (rendezvous). 
Lieut. Col. of Marines Ward Marston. 
Capt. of Marines E. McD. Reynolds. 
First Lieut, of Mariues Charles 1). Brad- 
ford. 

Second Limits, of Marines L. P. French 

and George G. Stoddanl. 
Navy Agent Tliomas L. Tiillock. 
Naval Storekeeper Francis Bacon. 
Naval Constructor Isaiah Hans(!om. 
Civil Engineer Ben^famin F. Chandler. 

1864. 

Commodore George F. Pearson, comman- 
dant. 

Commander Alexander Murray. 

Surg. M. G. Delaney. 

Paymaster C. J. Emery. 

Chaplain Theodore B. Bart<m. 

Acting Master William D. Freeman. 

Boatswain Alfred Hingerty. 

Gunner J. A. Lilleston. 

Carpenter Joseph Cox. 

Sailmaker A. A. Warren. 

Capt. John R. Goldsborongh (Ordnance 
Department). 

Capt. Elisha Peck (commanding rendez- 
vous). 

S«ailmaker James R. Childs (rendezvous). 
Lieut. Col. of Marines Ward Marston. 
Capt. of Mariues John L. Broome. 
Second Lieut. Marines George G. Stod- 
dard. 

Navy Agent Thomas L. Tullock. 
Naval Storekeeper M. F. Wentworth. 
Naval Constructor S. M. Pook. 
Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler. 

1865. 

NAVY-YARD. 

Commodore Theodorus Bailey, comman- 
dant. 

Conunander Alexander Murray. 
Acting Voluuteot lA'^AilXwacccssas^^^ 
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18 6 5— Continnod. 

NAVY- YARi>— continued. 

Surg. M. G. Delaney. 
AR8i8t<int Surg. John H. Clark. 
Paymaster C. J. limery. 
Chaplain Theodore B. Barton. 
Acting MaMter Charles E. Hawkins. 
Chief Engineer Richard M. Bartleman. 
First Assistant Engineer R. H. Fitch. 
Second Assistant Engineer George H. Ri- 
ley. 

Boatswain Alfred Hingerty. 
Gunner J anies A. Lilleston. 
Carpenter C. W. Babhitt. 
Sailniciker A. A. Warren. 

ORDNANCK DUTY. 

Capt. John R. Goldsborough. 

RENDEZVOUS. 

Acting Volunteer Lieut. Henry C. Keene. 
Assistant Surg. E. C. Ver Meulen. 
Sailmaker James R. Childs. 

RECEIVING SHIP VANDALIA. 

Commander E. Carrington Bowers. 
Lit'ut. Charles 8. Macdonougli. 
Assistant Surg. J. C. Burnett. 
Acting Assistant Paymaster William H. 
Gilman. 

Acting Masti^r George W. Adams. 
Acting Ensign James H. Barry. 
Acting Ensign George W. Baker. 
Acting MaRt(T's Mate William H. Yeaton. 
Boatswain George C. Abbott. 

MARINE GUARD. 

Capt. James TiCwis. 

First Lieut. Henry J. Bishop. 

Second Lieut. Israel H. Washburn. 

CIVIL OFFICERS. 

Navy Agent Thomas Jj. Tullock. 
Naval Storekeei)er M. F. Went worth. 
Niival Constructor S. M. Pook. 
Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler. 

1866. 

NAVY-YARD. 

Commodore Thoodorus Bailey, comman- 
dant. 

Capt. Charles W. Pickering. 



1866^0^^^^- 
NAVY-YAKD— continued. 

Commander Najwleon B. Harrison. 
Lient. Commanders James S. Thornton 

and Joseph M. Bradford. 
Acting Volunteer Lient. Charles C.Ricker. 
Acting Ensign J. Louis Harris. 
Acting Ensign J. £. Jones. 
Surg. A. L. Gihon. 
Paymaster C. J. Emery. ■ 
Acting Assistant Paymaster J. Porter 

Loomis. 
Chaplain Theodore B. Barton. 
Chief Engineer William Roberts. 
First Assistant Ensign O. H. Lackey. 
Boatswain Andrew Milne (special duty). 
Boatswain Robert Dixon. - ^ 
Carpenter Daniel Jones. ^ 
Gunner Thomas R. Wilson. 
Sailmaker George T. Lozier. 
Capt. Theodore P. Greene (ordnance 

officer). 

Lieut. Commander Homer C. Blake (nav- 
igation officer). 

RECEIVING SHIP VANDALIA. 

Lieut. Commander Jonathan Young, com* 
manding. 

Acting Volunteer Lieut. S. Nickerson. 
Surg. Charles H. Burbank. 
Paymaster Charles C. Upham. 
Acting Ensign G. W. Baker. 
Acting Ensign W. H. Jennings. 
Acting Ensign T. S. Gay. 
Mate William H. Yeaton. 
Mate James Scully. 

MARINK OFFICERS. 

Lieut. Col. James H. Jones. 
First Lieut. Henry J. Bishop. 
First Lieut. Lyman P. French. 
First Tiicut. George G. Stoddard. 
Second Lieut. George B. Haycock. 

CIVIL OFFICERS. 

Naval Storekeeper M. F. Wentworth. 
Naval Constructor Thomas Davidson, ji. 
Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler. 

1867. 

NAVY-YARD. 

Rear-Admiral Theodorus Bailey, com- 
mandant. 
Capt. Charles W. Pickering. 
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186 7— Continued. 
NAVY- YARD— continued . 

Commander N. B. Harrison. 

Commander James S. Thornton. 

Commander William G. Temple (ord- 
nance officer). 

Commander Homer C. Blake (navigation 
officer). 

Lieut. Commander Charles A. Babcock. 
Acting Ensign J. Louis Babcock. 
Paymaster A. H. Oilman. 
Acting Assistant Paymaster J. Porter 

Loomis. 
Surg. A.L. Gihon. 
Chaplain Theodore B. Barton. 
Chief Engineer William Roberts. 
First Assistant Engineer Oscar H. Lackey. 
Second Assistant Engineer Haviland 

Barstow. 

Third Assistant Engineer Gates McAlister. 

Boatswain Robert Dixon. 

Boatswain Andrew Milne (special duty). 

Gunner Thomas R. Wilson. 

Gunner Thomas H. Fortune (special 

duty). 
Carpenter Daniel Jones. 
Sailmaker George T. Lozier. 

RECEIVING SHIP VANDAUA. 

Lieut. Commander Jonathan Young. 
Acting Master C. W. Adams. 
Acting Ensign G. W. Baker. 
Acting Ensign W. H. Jennings. 
Acting Ensign J. E. Jones. 
Mate William H. Yeaton. 
Mate John Swanson. 
Surg. Charles H. Burbank. 
Paymaster Benjamin J. Cahoone. 

MARINE OFFICERS. 

Lieut. Col. James H. Jones. 
Capt. John Schermerhom. 
Capt. R. W. Huntington. 
First Lieut. Lyman P. French. 
Second Lieut. I. H. Washbume, jr. 

CIVIL OFFICERS. 

Naval Constructor Thomas Davidson, jr. 
Assistant Naval Constructor Samuel H. 
Pook. 

Naval Storekeeper Andrew J. Stimson. 
Naval Storekeeper W. C. West. 



1868. 

NAVY-YARD. 

Commodore Joseph Lanman, command- 
ant. 

Capt. John Guest. 
Commander N. B. Harrison. 
Commander William C. West (special). 
Lieut. Commander Charles A. Babcock. 
Acting Ensign J. Louis Harris. 
Chief Engineer William Roberts. 
Chief Engineer J. W.Whittaker (special). 
First Assistant Engineer S. L. P. Ayres. 
First Assistant Engineer O. H. Lackey. 
Second Assistant Engineer T. L. Vander- 
slice. 

Surg. Albert C. Gorgas. 
Paymaster A. H. Oilman. 
Assistant Paymaster J. Porter Loomis. 
Chaplain Theodore B. Barton. 
Naval Constructor Thomas Davidstm, jr. 
Assistant Naval Coustructor Samuel H. 
Pook. 

Boatswaiu Andrew Milne (special). 
Boatswain (acting) William B. Burke. 
Gunner Thomas R. Wilsou. 
Gunner Thomas H. Fortune (special). 
Carpenter Daniel Jones. 
Sailmaker George T. Lozier. 

ORDNANCE. 

Commander William G. Temple. 
Midshipman M. R. S. Mackenzie. 
Midshipman Asa Walker. 

NAVIGATION. 

Commander Homer C. Blake. 

RECEIVING SHIP VANDALIA. 

Commander Edward C. Grafton. 
Acting Master Charles W. Adams. 
Acting Ensign J. E. Jones. 
Acting Ensign John Denett. 
Acting Ensign Charles Wilson. 
Mate John Swanson. 
Mate E. T. Dexter. 
Surg. J. H. Clark. 
Paymaster B. H. Cahoone. 

MARINE OFFICERS. 

Maj. Thomas Y. Field. 

First Lieut. Henry J. Bishop. 

First Lieut. Lyman P. Ftewck. 
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1869. 

NAVY- YARD. 

Rear-Admiral Joseph Lauman, comman- 
daut. 

Capt. John Guest. 

Commander C. H. Wells. 

Commander O. C. Badger. 

Commander William G. Temple (ord- 
nance). 

Commander E. Y. McCauley (navigation). 
Lieut. Commander C. C. Carpenter. 
Surg. A. C. Gorgas. 
Pay Master A. H. Gilman. 
Assistant Paymaster H. T. Stanclift*. 
Chaplain W. O. Holway. 
Chief Engineer D. B. Macomh. 
Chief Engineer William B. Brooks (spe- 
cial.) 

First Assistant Engineer S. L. P. Ayres. 

Second Assistant Engineer J. B. Upham. 

Naval Ccmstrnctor Isaiah Hanseom. 

Boatswain J. K. Bartlett. 

Gunner Thomas Kohinson. 

Gunner Tluanas H. Fortune (special). 

Carpenter William M. Laightou. 

RECEIVING SHIP VANDALIA. 

Conmiander W. W. Low. 
Lieut. Commander G. K. Haswall. 
Lieut. Commander C. E. Clark. 
Master J. A. Vaughan. 
Ensign W. J. Moore. 
Mate J. Swans<m. 
Surg. J.H. Clark. 
Paymaster C. P. Wallack. 
Carpenter Amos Chick. 

MARINE OFFICERS. 

Capt. James H. Lewis. 
Capt. George Butler (bvt. maj.). 
Capt. J. H. Higbee (bvt. maj.). 
First Lieut. H. J. Bishop. 

1870. 

NAVY- YARD. 

Rear Admiral Henry K. Thatcher, port 
admiral. 

Commodore John A. Winslow, comman- 
dant. 

Capt. Donald McN. Fairfax, executive of- 
ficer. 

Commander Clark H. Wells (ordnance 
duty). 

Coniinamler E, Y. McCauloy (navigatioB 
duty). 



1870-Contilined. 

NAVY-TARD — continaed. 

Commander O. C. Badger (equipment 
duty). 

Commander C. C. Carpenter (general in- 
spection). 

Lieut. Commander A. F. Crossmau. , 

Surg. Albert C. Gorgas. 

Paymaster Charles F. Guild. 

Paymaster A. E. Watson (inspector pro- 
visions and clothing). 

Chaplain James J. Kane. 

Chief Engineer D. B. Macomb. 
Chief Engineer John W. Moore. 
First Assistant Engineer S. L. P. Ayres. 
First Assistant Engineer N. P. Towne. 
Second Assistant Engineer J. B. Upham. 
Naval Constructor Samuel Pook. 
Assistant Naval Constructor William H. 
Varney. 

Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler. 
Boatswain John K. Bartlett. 
Gunner A. F. Thomson. 
Carpenter William M. Leighton.. 
Sailmaker A. A. Warren. 
Paymaster Edwin Putnam (purchasing 
and disbursing). 

MARINE BARRACKS. 

Maj. James Lewis. 
First Lieut. Israel H. Washburn. 
First Lieut. George B. Washburn. 
Second Lieut. Arthur L. Watson. 

RECEIVING SHIP VANDAIJA. 

Commander W. W. Low. 
Mate E. E. Bradbury. 
Mate P. J. Corbett. 
Surg. J. H. Clark. 
Paymaster C. P. Wallack. 
Carpenter Amos Chick. 

1871. 

NAVY-YARD. 

Commodore A. M. Peimock, commandant. 
Capt. Donald McN. Fairfax, executive of- 
ficer. 

Commander James S. Thornton, naviga- 
tion (ifficer. 

Commander J. C. P. Do Kraft, equii>- 
ment (»fficer. 

Commander Jonathan Young, ordnance 

ofticer. 
i CoT\u\\vvTvv\«t Ci. Ci. 
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1871— Continued. 
NA'vnr- YARD— -continued. 

Hate £. £. Bradbury. 

Mate John Swanson. 

Mate John Vennard. 

Surg. Thomas N. Leach. 

Paymaster Charles F. Guild. 

Assistant Paymaster Zachary T. Hrown. 

Paymaster J. G. Harris, inspector provi- 
sions and clothing. 

Paymasti^r Edwin Putnaui, disbursing 
and purchasing. 

Chief Eogineer John W. Moore. 

First Assistant Engineer Nathan P. 
Towne. 

First Assistant Engineer Joseph B. 
Upham. 

Naval Constructor John W. Easby. 
Assistant Naval Constructor Philip Hich- 
bom. 

Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler. 
Boatswain John E. Bartlctt. 
Gunner A. F. Thomson. 
Gunner James A. Lilleston. 
Carpenter William M. Laighton. 
Sailmaker A. A. Waneu. 

MARINE BARRACKS. 

Maj. James Lewis. 

Capt. John Schermerhom. 

Second Lieut. Benjamin F. Russell. 

RECEIVING SHIP VANDAUA. 

Commander O. F. Stanton. 
Lieut. Commander G. K. Has well. 
Lieut. George R. Duraud. 
Mate Lott Norton. 
Mate Tliomas Moouey. 
Mate Th(mias Gamman. 
Surg. Thomas Hiland. 
Paymaster W. W. Williams. 

1879. 

NAVY-YARD. 

Commodore Alexander M. Pennock, com- 
mandant. 

Capt. Donald McN. Fairfax, executive 
officer. 

Commander James S. TliorntoU; naviga- 
tion officer. 

Commander J. C. P. De Kraft, equipment 
officer. 

Commander Jonathan Young, ordnance 



1873— Continued. 
NAVY-YARD — continued. 

Lieut. Commander R. S. McCook. 

Lieut. Commander John H. Rowland. 

Lieut. C. M. Anthouy. 

Lieut. William H. Parker. 

Mate John Swanson. 

Mate John Vennard. 

Surg. Thomas W. Leach. 

Pay Inspector W. W. Williams. 

Assistant Paymaster Z. T. Brown. 

Pay Director Charles W. Abhott, in- 
spector provisions and clothing. 

Paymaster Edwin Putnam, purchasing 
and disbursing. 

Chief Engineer John W. Moore. 

Chief Engineer Th«mias Williamson, in- 
spector machinery afloat. 

First Assistant Engineer Nathan P. 
Towne. 

First Assistant Engineer Joseph B. Up- 
ham. 

Naval Constrnctor Tliomas E. Webb. 
Assistant Naval Constructor Philip Hich- 
bom. 

Civil Enginoer Benjamin F. Chandler. 
Boatswain John McCatt'ery. 
Gunner Thomas R. Wilson. 
Gunner James A. Lilleston, ordnance. 
Carpenter Joseph E. Cox. 
Carpenter William M. Laighton, equip- 
ment. 

MARINE BARRACKS. 

Maj. James Lewis. 
First Lieut. George B. Haycock. 
Second Lieut. George Frank Elliott. 
Second Lieut. F. P. Ela. 

RECEIVING SHIP VANDAUA. 

Commander S. Livingston Brecse. 

Lieut. Commander Horace Elmer. 

Master E. E. Bradbury. 

Mate Hugh Kuhl. 

Mate Lott Norton. 

Mate Thomas Mooney. 

Surg. W. M. King. 

Paymaster R. W. Allen. 

Assistant Paymaster George A. Deering. 

Boatswain Frank Butland. 

1873. 

NAVY-YARD. 

Commodore John C. Howell, comman- 
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1873— Continued. 

NAVY- YARD— continued. 

Capt. Jame« S. Thornton, navigation offi- 
cer. 

Commander C. C. Carpenter, equipment 
officer. 

Commander Robert F. Bradford, ord- 
nance officer. 

Commander ThomaH H. Eastman, equip- 
ment d»ily. 

Lieut. Commander R. S. McCook (equip- 
ment duty). 

Lieut. John F. Merry. 

Mate John Swanson. 

Mate John Yennard. 

Surg. Frederick E. Potter. 

Pay Inspector W. W. Williams. 

Pay Director C. W. Abbot (inspector pro- 
visions and clothing). 

Pay Inspector Charles H. Eldredge (pur- 
chasing and disbursing). 

Assistant Paymaster Z. T. Hrown. 

Chief Engineer Thomas Williamson. 

First Assistant Engineer K. F. Bennett. 

Second Assistant Engineer James A. 
Deaver. 

Naval Constructor Thomas E. Webb. 
Assistant Naval Constructor Philip Hich- 
boru. 

Civil Engineer Benjamiu F. Chandler. 
Boatswain John McCalfery. 
Gunner Thomas R. Wilson. 
Carpenter William M. Luightou (equip- 
ment). 
Cari)enter Joseph E. Cox. 

MARINK BARRACKS. 

Capt. Philip R. Tendall. 
First Lieut. Louis E. Fagan. 
First Lieut. Frank A. Mullany. 
Second Lieut. David W^hipple. 

RFX'KIVIXG SHIP SABINK. 

Connna;i(hir 8. Livingston Breese. 
Lieut. Commander Merrill Miller. 
Lieut. Thomas M. (Jardner. 
Master Edward E. Bradbury. 
Mate Hugh Kuhl. 
Mate Harry H. Johnson. 
Surg. Somerset Robinson. 
Assistant Surg. James W. BuoU. 
Passed Assistant Paymaster Ruf us S. Mc- 
CounelL 

Assistant Paymaster George A. Deeriug. 



1873— Continued. 

RXCEiviNG SHIP SABINK— Continued. 

Boatswain William Jones. 
Caqtenter Augustus O. Goodsoe. 
Sailmaker Stephen Seaman. 

1874. 

NAVY- YARD. 

Commodore John C. Howell, comman- 
dant. 

Capt. Earl English, executive oflScer. 
Conuuander C. C. Carpenter, equipment 
officer. 

Commander Robert P. Bradford, naviga- 
tion officer. 

Commander Thomas H. Eastman, equip- 
ment duty. 

Commander R. S. McCook, ordnance duty . 

Lieut. Commander Charles H. Rockwell. 

Lieut. Commander Thomas M. Gardner, 
navigation. 

Mate John L. Yennard. 

Surg. Frederick E. Potter. 

Pay Director C. W. Abbot (inspector pro- 
visions and clothing). 

Pay Inspector C. H. Eldridge (purchasing 
and disbursing). 

Paymaster Rufus Parks. 

Chief Engineer Thomas Williamson. 

Chief Engineer D. B. Macomb (inspector 
machinery afloat). 

Naval Constructor Thomas E. Webb. 

Assistant Naval Constructor Philip Hich- 
bom. 

Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler. 
Gunner Thomas H. Fortune. 
Carpenter Leonard Hauscom. 
Sailmaker Stephen Seamen (equipment 
duty). 

Capt. of Marines Philip R. Tendall. 
Capt. of Marines John H. Higbee. 

RKCEIVIXG SHIP SABINE. 

Conunander John Irwin. 

Lieut. C(mnnander M. L. Johnson. 

Mate Hugh Kuhl. 

Acting Asst. Surg. J. E. Miller. 

Paymaster Rufus S. McConnell. 

Boatswain William Jones. 

Carpenter E. D. Hall. 

1875. 

Commodore Andrew Bryson, comman- 
dant. 

Capi. 3o\\)iWva,w c^w^taAu of the 
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ISyS — Continued. 

Commander C. C. Carpenter. 
Commander R. F. Bradford, navigation 
officer. 

Commander Thomas H. Eastman, assist- 
ant to navigation officer. 

Lient. Commander Charles S. Cotton. 

Mate John L. Veimard, 

Medical Director Samuel F. Coes. 

Pa^-master Ambrose J. Clark. 

Paymaster Charles F. Guild, inspector of 
provision and clothing. 

Pay Inspector Charles H. Eldridge, pur 
chasing and disbursing. 

Chaplain George D. Henderson. 

Chief Engineer D. B. Macomb. 

Chief Engineer George D. Emmons. 

Passed Assistant Engineer John P. Kelly. 

Naval Constructor Theodore D. Wilson. 

Assistant Naval Constructor Philip Hich- 
born. 

Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler. 
Boatswain Isaac T. Choate. 
Boatswain .Joseph McDonald, equipment. 
Gnnner Thomas R. Wilson. 
Gunner Thomas H. Fortune. 
Car])euter Leonard Hanscom. 
Saihnaker Stephen Seaman. 
Capt. of Marines John H. Iligbee. 
Capt. of Marines Robert W. Huntiugton. 
First Lieut, of Marines Arthur L. Watson. 
Second Lieut. Marines Benjamin R. Rus- 
sell. 

RECEIVING SHIP SABINE. 

Commander John Irwin. 
Lieut. Commander Francis A. Cook. 
Lieut. William W. Rhoades. 
Mate Lewis F. S trout. 
Passed Assistant Surg. George F. Wins- 
low. 

Assistant Surg. Homer L. Law. 
Paymaster George H. Griffing. 
First Lieut, of Marines Israel H. Wash- 
bume. 

Boatswain lYancis Butland. 
Gunner George L. Albro. 
Sailmaker Augustus A. Warren. 

1876. 

NAVY-YARD. 

Commodore Andrew Bryson, command- 
ant. 

Capt. Jonathan Young, captain of the 



18 76— Continued. 
NAVY- YARD — continued . 

Commander Henry Erben, senior aid. 

Commander Sullivan D. Ames, ordnance 
and navigation officer. 

Lieut. Conmiander Charles S. Cotton. 

Lieut. Charles M. Anthony. 

Mate John L. Vennard. 

Surg. C. J.Cleborue. 

Paymaster Charles F. Guild, inspector of 
provisions, etc. 

Paymaster Ambrose J. Clark, purchasing 
and disl»ursing paymaster. 

Paymaster Edwin Putnam. 

Chai)lain George W. Smith. 

Chief Engineer David B. Macomb. 

Chief Engineer George D. Emmons, in 
charge of stores. 

Passed Assistant Engineei*s John Q. A. 
Ford and J. P. Kelly. 

Naval Constructor Theodore D. Wilson. 

Civil Engineer Benjamin F. Chandler. 

Boatswain Isaac T. Choate. 

Gnnner Thomas R. Wilson. 

Gunner Thomas H. Fortune, naval maga- 
zine. 

Major of Marines Thomas Y. Field. 
Captain of Maiines John H. Higbee. 
Second Lieut, of Marines Benjamin R. 
Russell. 

Second Lieut, of Marines David Whipple. 

TUG SPEEDWELL. 

Lieut. Thomas M. Gardner, commanding. 
Mate Hugh Kuhl. 

KECEIVING SHIP 8ABINE. 

Connnander Arthur R. Yates, command- 
ing. 

Lient. Connnander Francis A. Cook. 

Lieut. William W. Rhoades. 

Lient. Andrew Dunlap. 

Lient. Francis H. Delano. 

Surg. Fred. M. Dearbome. 

Passed Assistant Snrg. Homer L. Law. 

Paymaster George H. Griffing. 

1877. 

NAVY-YARD. 

Ca])t. Earl English, C(m)mandant. 
Commander Henry Erben, equipment 
officer. 

Lieut. Commander. Ed^'vw ^V's^'^^i^^ 
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1877— Contiuued. 
NAVY-YARD—COUti lined. 

Lient. Commander Benjamin P. Lambcr- 
ton. 

Mute John L. Vennard. 
Snrg. C. J. Cleborne. 
Paymaster Charles F. Gnild, inspector of 

provisions, etc. 
Paymaster Edwin Putnam. 
Chief Engineer David B. Macomb. 
Chief Engineer Thorn Williamson, in 

charge of stores. 
Passed Assistant Engineer Sidney L. 

Smith. 

Passed Assistant Engineer John Q. A. 
Ford. 

Table showing the number of mechanics and laborers employed in the Portsmouth (N, H, 
navy-yard on the first day of each month from 18S7 to 1876, inclusive. 



1877— Continned. 

NAVY- YARi>— continaed. 

Naval Constructor Theodore D. Wilson. 
Civil Engineer B. F. Chandler. 
Boatswain Isaac T. Choate. 
Gunner Andrew Harmau. 
Carpenter Leonard Hanscom. 

MARINE BARRACKS. 

Lieut. Col. Thomas Y. Field. 
Capt. Xohn H. Higbee. 
First Lieut. George B. Haycock. 
First Lieut. Frank D. W^ebster. 
Second Lieut. David Whipple. 



J I I 



24 
21 



im 

Tim, ...... 

im. 

im 

mi4 -.,. au 

ISIS 1 u 

^m* 



B 

10 ^ 
M I 
21 

m 

m 

if 



. m 
■1 1 



mi, 

im . 
m\ . 

imi 
im . 

1^7;; . 

lH71t . 
liiTi. 



45 

m * 

X I 

^iii I 

:m ' 
mi I 

m 

191 S 

m 

,&4<\ iJ 



I 

10 

30 I 

m ■ 
m , 



5 


12 
U 

5 
1(1 
7ft 
2S 

9 

163 
U 

m 
m 

u 

10 

i* 

87 
01 
45 



Apr. 



m 

241 

no 

\i.im 
i,7;rj \hm 

I, im 



.J m j 251 1 

-.--.J ml ml 



i,sJOrt 

654 

1, 1^.1 



30 
29 

na 

06 
3511 

121 
399 
308 
144 

ft2 
, 1,V2 

,mi 

67t» 

m 
im 

mi 
479 

£54 

m 





7 
7 
24 
3a 
ID 
10 
53 
B6 
10 
ISO 
141 
130 
310 

m 

15 

» 

3 
101 
110 
30 



30 
33 
58 
, M 
\ 243 
: 265 
203 
, 414 
301 
I 161 
S5 

|1,40:^ 

ii,4oa 

,2,2ff7 
Hfil 
707 
(>44 

ni)l 
72+ 

m 

.^17 
200 



Hay. 






Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 




Dec 




9S 


120 


140 


120 


90 


113 


100 


91 




7H 


113 


119 


J 13 


m 


50 


40 






12 


10 




11 


4 




i» 


5 


Vftrrtnifn id^ 


















ftS 


17 








10 


44 


33 


7 


l>o. 


A 


17 


21 


42 


57 


30 


4A 


20 


Do. 


27 


54 




S2 


74 




62 


44 


Do. 


03 


56 


73 


102 


83 




72 


IS 




71 


BO 


77 


09 


on 


45 


40 


IS 


Do. 


S& 


112 


133 


113 


1U5 


95 


90 




Do. 


5a 


51 


03 


Si 


m 


i:m 


122 


77 


Da. 


SCI 


BB 


90 


143 


151 


m 


Hfi 


loe 


Do. 


34 


4B 


00 


GO 


3g 


72 


74 


100 


Do. 


207 


194 


213 


100 


^1 




191 


m 


Do. 


150 


151 


172 


10.1 


m 


»7 


40 


31 


Do. 


ISO 


277 


271 


250 


m 


9W 


200 


141 


Do. 




303 


IW 


2xm 


J04 


m 


110 


25 


Do. 


111 


2U0 


m 


325 


3fi0 


m 


01 


33 


Do. 


40 


TS 


m 


16S 


15fl 


o< 


41 


10 


Do. 


20 


35 


30 


22 


IB 


IS 


13 


5 


Do. 





18 





4 


14 


21 


30 


in 


Do, 


3» 


15 


00 


03 


m 


U0 


111 


101 


Bo. 


lOi 


117 


110 


m 




14S 


m 


m 


Be. 


140 


140 


loe 


m 








m 


Bo. 


01 


loa 


107 






oa 


«2 


5& 


10 cgilM^ 


23 


loa 


m 


m 


Oft 


129 




47 




19 


141 


m 


m 


m 


85 


2B 


124 


Di*. 


U 




m' 


m] 


235 


150 


129 


100 


Bo^ 


12U 


264 


271 


m 


322 


409 




470 


J)Oi 




^2 


314 


m 


399 


101 


354 


310 


1>«& 


2M 


3tJ0 


m 


237 


244 


208 


314 


280 


Do. 


2S4 


402 


510 


399 


601 


204 


030 


551 




&4 


470 


470 


&40 


; 705 


775 


750 






30« 


302 


3:t7 


207 


270 


299 


3U 






155 


lit) 


20.^ 


1S2 


m 


m 


^3 


3S0 




e2(i 


054 




1,201 


1,33a 


1,540 


1,007 


%m 


Bo. 


ma 


740 


715 


904 


087 


V253 


1,370 


1,403 


B». 


1.^15 


i,3es 




1,154 


1,D00 


1,450 


1,508 


hm 


B<k^ 


1,407 1.503 


1, 454 


1,707 


1, 831 


1,982 


2,209 


%m 


lHik 


2,455 


1,546 

m 


1. 414 


1,702 


1,72:1 


1, 7210 


I,5e3 


i.m 


1^ 


QUO 


S04 


7«4 


723 




755 


m 


Bo. 


75U 


944 


or)4 


1,013 


T. 180 


\,m 


1,307 


1.487 


Do. 


020 


704 




m.i 




532 


521 


m 


Do. 




050 


m 




1, a!Jl 


1,651 






Do. 


5;vi 


545 


503 


95» 


1, 149 


1,080 


1,U47 


m 


Do. 




ORO 


m 


m 


OOM 


020 


Tlf) 


677 


Do. 


57a 




6B0 


001 


3,201 


I, ;*08 


1, 2T0 


m 


Do. 




737 


7m* 


91!S 


l.OKi 


1,127 


841 


817 


Dti. 




500 


450 




9ti:> 


540 


280 


242 


Do. 


257 








741 


CM 


070 


709 


Da 




m 


n 


\ ^ 






V" 


1. 



HISTORY OP THE NAVY-YARD AT PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 139 



When the first day of the month occurs on Sunday then the second is tabled, or the 
last day of the mouth. 

May 5, 1865, the total number of mechanics and laborers employed was 2,563, the 
largest number at any one time at work in the yard. 

Table showtng the annual appropriations and expenditures for improvements of the United 
States navy-yardy Portsmouihy N, H., from. 1800 to 1877 ^ for pay of superintendents or 
civil establishment,*^ from 1832, and contingent or maintenance, under the cognizance of 
ike Bureau of Yards and Docks, since October 1, 184S. 



Date. 



1800. 
1801. 



1818. 
1819. 



1821-'22. 

1823-24. 

1826 

1826-28. 

1830 

1831 



1833. 
1834. 
1835. 
1836. 
1837- 



June 12, cost of iiavy-yarrt island 

Oct. 1, buildings and improve- 
ments 

Bnilding over wliarf 

Walling and filling in wharf at 
ftoiithwest end of sbiphoase 
No. 1 

Shiphouse No. 2, slip and wharf, 
etc 

Brick store 

Bridge from navy -yard to Kittery . 

§uartor8 for warrant ofiicers, et-c 
imber shed 

Ending Sept. 30.., , 

do 



1889.... 
1840.... 
1841 . . . . 
1842.... 
1842-'43 
184.1-'44 
1844-'45 

1846- '46 
1M6-47. 

1847- '48 

1848- *40 
184ft-'50 
185a-'51 
1861-'52 

1852- '53 

1853- '54 
1864-'53 



.do. 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 



From Oct. 1, 1R42, to Jnue 30, 1843. 

Ending June 30 

do 



l856-'56 1 do 

1856- '57 1 do 

1857- '58 ! do 

1858- *59 do 

1859- '60 do 



1860- '6I.. 

1861- '62.. 

1862- *63.. 

1863- '64.. 

1864- *65.. 

1865- 66.. 

1866- '67.. 

1867- 68.. 

1868- '60.. 
186ft-'70.. 

1870- '71.. 

1871- 72.. 

1872- 73.. 

1873- -74.. 

1874- 75. 

1875- 76., 

1876- '77. 



.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do. 
.do. 



Pay of super- 
iniendent or 
civil estab- 
lisluucnt. 



$4, 400. 00 
4, 950. 00 
4, 3rH). 00 
4,350.00 
4, 450. 00 
5, 6<N). 00 
5, 600.00 
5, 600.00 
6, 350.00 
7, 400.00 
7, 400.00 
7, 650. 00 
5, 72L 73 
5, 721.75 
• 7,653.77 
7, 649. 99 
7, 049. 99 
7, 606. 15 
7. 652. 46 
7, 653. 87 
7, H99. 99 
9, 539. 98 
9, 611.71 
9, 4:i0. 13 
11. 192. 55 
12, 056. 50 
12,046.00 
11, 761. 33 
13, 106. 00 
12, 806. 00 
13, 106. 00 
13, 106. 00 
13, 106. 00 
13, 106. 00 
13, 850. 00 
13, 8.50. 00 
14, 550. 00 
17, 600. 00 
15, 317.00 
15. 678. 00 
16, 039. 00 
11. 400. 00 



Improvements and repairs. 



Appropria- Expeudi- 
tions. tares. 



4, 399. 93 
4. m. 49 
5, 000. 00 



$5, 500. 00 

26, 304. 00 
900.00 



2, 920. 00 

19, 931. 42 
5, 133. 20 
2, 373. 00 
6. 490. 00 
9. 346. 05 
16,439. 76 
41,134.00 
21,524.00 
40, 700. 00 
39, 925. 00 
67, 000. 00 
47,700.00 
20, 000. 00 
30, 000. 00 
20, 000. 00 
25, 000. 00 
47, 425. 00 
15, 510. 40 
24. 900. 76 
24, 800. 00 
13, 391.00 
8, 837. 50 
» 81, 528. 00 
>183, 884.33 
•254,620. 53 
*331, 673. 00 
31, 673. 00 
35, 041. 23 
56, 007. 85 
63,550.00 
58, 258. 00 
118, 200.00 
128, 645. 00 
98, 815. 00 
57, 497. 00 
10, 000.00 
30, 000. 00 
242, 032. 00 
134, 362. 00 
151. 935. 00 
316, 250. 00 
« 304, 989. 00 
67, 000. 00 
50.000.00 
.50. 000. 00 
50, 000. 00 
75, 000. 00 
159. 200. 00 

•113, .moo 

'19, 000.00 
•31,200.00 



$5, 500. 00 

26, .304. 00 
900.00 



2,920.00 

19,931.42 
5, 133. 20 
2, 373. 00 
6, 490. 00 
9, 346. 65 
16, 439. 76 
35, 099. 83 
33,441.05 
27, 279. 71 
24, 897. 51 
18, 880. 17 
110, 040. 14 
28,164.31 
38,114.58 
16. 871. 75 
36, 992. 73 
20, 494. 07 
43, 325. 36 
32,369.47 
21,468. 33 
11, 269. 80 
9, 700. 20 
32. 126. 36 
109, 089. 44 
302, 821. 00 
204, 825. 10 
130, 938. 85 
181, 171. 19 
72, 283. 51 
63, 253. 77 
41,873. 21 
47,651.73 
122, 343. 14 
42, 267. 64 
42. 699. 28 
13, 615. 47 
21, 617. 35 
103, 697. 58 
33, 793. 05 
202, 852. 92 
250. 422. 18 
227, 5,59. 16 
89, 032. 12 
58,289.02 
88, .386. 49 
.54, 373. 80 
77. 214. 59 
164, 38:{. 32 
109, 997. 91 
24, 779. 71 
20, 546. 66 



1 $50,000 included for dock. 

•$133,833.33 included for dock. 

'$200,000 included for dock. 

4 $300,000 included for dock. 

* $105^000 inoiiidecl for Seaveys Island. 



* $20,000 include<l for gas works. 

^ Allotted by bureau and not especially 
appropriated, the appropriutiou being 
general for all the yards. 

® Allotted ohQl \ivi\. ^^\3rt<sv^viX»^« 



II. 



COPY OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF A BOARD APPOINTED TO 
EXAMINE SEAVEYS ISLAND AND ITS SURROUND- v 
INGS, AT PORTSMOUTH, N. H., 



TO PREPARE PLANS FOR THE USE OF THE SEVERAL 
BUREAUS OF THE NAVY DEPARTMENT. 



JULY, 1867. 
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No. 57.] Navy-Yard, Portsmouth, N. H., 

C&mmandanfs Office, Angust 19, 1867, 
Sir: I herewith forward the report (accompanied by a plan) of the hoard repre- 
senting the several Imreans of the Navy Department and the Marine Corps, ap-' 
pointed under the instructions of the bureau in its letters of June 22 and July 1 
last, Nos. 52 and 54, to examine Seaveys Island and its surroundings, etc. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. Baiijcy, 
Bear- Admiral, Commandant. 

Rear- Admiral Jos. Smith, 

Chief of Bureau of Yards and Docks, Washington, D. C, 



No. 52.] Navy Department, Bureau of Yards and Docks, 

Washington, D. C, June 22, 1867. 

Sir : You will please ap]K>int a Iward consisting of the following persons, repre- 
senting the several Bureaus of the Navy Department, to examine Seaveys Island and 
its surroundings, with its water advantages, and determine the quantity and location 
of landings and wharfage and of land best adapted to be allotted for tlie use of each 
bureau, with the number, size, and location of the buildings required for each. Also 
to prepare the plans for such improvements as it may be desirable to estimate for in 
the next annual report. 

B. F. Chandler, esq., for JBureau of Yards and Docks; Constructor Thomas David- 
son, for Bureau of Construction and Repairs; Chief Engineer Wm. Roberts, for Bu- 
reau of Steam Engineering; Commander H. C. Blake, for Bureau of Navigation; Com- 
mander Jas, 8. Tliornton, for Bureau of Equipment and Recruit: Commander Wm. G. 
Temple, for Bureau of Ordnance; Paymaster A. H. Oilman, for Bureau of Provisions 
and Clothing; Surg. A. L. Gihon, for Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 

Mr. Chandler will be ordered to report to you for this duty on Monday, July 1, 
proximo.* 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

John Lenthall, 

For Chief of Bureau. 

Rear- Admiral T. Bailey, U. S. N., 

Commanding Navy- Yard, Portsmouth, N. H. 



Navy- Yard, Portsmouth, N. H., 

CommandanVs Office, June 27, 1867. 
Gentlemen : In accordance with the instructions of the Bureau of Yards and Docks 
contained in its order of the 22d instant No. 52, a copy of which is herewith fur- 
nished for your information, you are hereby appointe<l a board representing the sev- 
eral Boreaas of the Navy Department t-o examine Seaveys Island and its snm)unding8, 
with its water advantages, and determine the quantity and loctaAAoii q1\».\^^vd^ 
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wharfaj^je, and of land best adapted to be allotted for the use of eachBnrean, with the 
number, size, and location of the buildings required for each; also to prepare the 
plans of such iniprovoinent as it may be desirable to estimate for in the next annual 
report.. 

Respectfully, etc., 

T. Bailey, 
Fear-Admiral, Commandant. 

To Commander W. G. Temjde, Commander H. C. Blalte, Paymaster A. H. Oilman, 
Commander J. S. Thornt<m, Surg. A. L. Gilion, Chief Engineer W. Roberts, Naval 
Constructor T. Davidson, jr., B. F. Chandler, esq. 



Navy-Yard, Portsmouth, July 1, IS&I. 
In obedience to the order of the Bureau of Yards and Docks dated June 23, and 
the commandant of the Portsmouth Navy -Yard dated June 27, the board as desig- 
nated assembled an<l organized. All the members present, and the order convening 
the board was read. 

The Hcnior member stated to the board that he hail written to the Department, 
asking -vvhetlier tlie board were authorized to discuss the future aiTangement of the 
Navy-Yard Island in cimnection with that of Seaveys Island, or whether they were 
to assume that I'ach l)ureau would retain what they already held and only take 
from Seav<;ys Island the additional room needed, and that no answer had yet been 
received. 

An unfinislied cliart of the two islands was produced, and a free and informal dis- 
cusf^ion was bad for some time, wln'n the board was adjourned until 10 a. m. on 
Friday, the 5th day of July, in order to have the chart completed and to get an 
answer to the letter above mentioned. 

Friday, July 5, 1867. 

The board met agreeably to adjournment. All the members present; proceedings 
of the meeting of ,Iuly 1 were read. 

Paymaster Oilman presented a copy of instruetions (marked A) furnishe<l him from 
the Bureau of Provisions and Clotliing, which was rejid and placed on file. 

A communication from chief of Bureau of Yards and Docks, of July 1 (marked 
B), informed the board that a marines officer >va8 ordered to be attached to the 
1>oard. Also a re])ly (marked C) to the letter asking instructions as t<> onibracing 
Navy-Yard Island in the deliberations of the board was received. Both these com- 
municaticms were read and jdaced on tile. With a view of examining the ^rrounds 
and d<'lay until the Board should be full, according to instructions, and possessing a 
complete phin of the islands, the board was adjourned until Monday morning at 
10 :30 o'clock, the 8th instant. 

Mf)NDAY, July 8, 1867, 
The board met according to adjournment. The records of the last meeting were 
read. Maj. W. B. Slack, of the Marine (*orps, ai>peared and took his seat. The 
copy of his order is herewith appended. All i)resent. A c(minmnicati<m, addressed 
to (Commander Temple (marked D), instructing him as to the wants of the Ord- 
nance Department, was presented by that officer, rea<l, and placed on file. 

Communicatitms from chief of Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting (marked E), 
addressed to Commander Thornton, were by him presented, read, and placed on file. 
The plans not being completed, the board adjourned, to meet Thursday, the 11th 
instant, at 10 :30 a. m. 
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Thursday, July 11, 1807. 

The board met according to adjournment. 

The records of the last meeting were read. All the members present. On motion 
it was voted: That, preparatory to apportioning area to diflferent departments, the 
extent of water front of the whole navy-yard territory be definitely ascertained and 
the form of the islands be delineated. On motion it was nnunimously vote<l that it 
is the opinion of the board that the creek dividing the two islands be filled, leaving 
a passage way 10 feet in width, the passage way lai<l in niastmry and arched or 
otherwise covered in a substantial manner. The plans not having been finished the 
board was adjourned to Monday, the 15th instant, at 10:30 o'clock a. m. 

Monday, July 15, 1867. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present all the niembttrs except Chief 
Engineer Roberts, absent on duty, and B. F. Chandler, absent on account of sickness 
in his family. The chart of the islands was presente<l and free an<l informal discus- 
sion was had for two hours^ when the board adjourned to meet on Friday, the 19th, 
at 10:30 a.m. 

Friday, July 19, 1867. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present all the members except Mr. 
Chandler, absent on account of death in his family. The board received, had read 
to them, and placed on file two communications from Admiral Hailey, hereunto 
appended^ and marked F and G. The board then adjourned to meet on Monday, 
the 22d^at 10 :30 a. m. 

Monday, July 22, 1867. 

The board met agreeably to adjournment. All the members present. 

The plan of the island was laid before the board and an examination and discussion 
were had. Constructor Davidson submitted a proposition that the whole of Navy- 
Yard Island bo assigned to the Bureau of Construction. Conmiandor Temple pro- 
posed to amend by adding " except the buildings and grounds occupied now by the 
commandant,- executive officer, commander, surgeon, ]>aymaster, and lieutenant 
oommander, to be under the charge of the proper bureau." 

The amendment was unanimously accepted. Commander Thoniton further pro- 
posed to amend by adding ''except also sufficient space for a building for a rigging 
loft, to be under the charge of tlie Bureauof Equipment. Pending the question the 
board was adjourned to Tuesday, the 23d, at 9:30 a. m. 

Tuksday, July 23, 1807. 

Board met according to ad^journment. All members pn'sent. The record was rea<l. 
Commander Thornton's amendment was adopted. 
The following amendment was also unanimously adopted : 

" Except also sufficient space for stables for cattle used exclusively for construc- 
tion, and sheds for preservation of timber, wheels, trucks, et<;., to be under the charge 
of Bureau of Yards and Docks." 

Commodore Temple projioseil as a fnrther amendment to ex<'ept the grounds an<l 
buildings now occupied by ordnance (omitting the magazine and its surronndings) 
together with so much of the oast^^rn end of the island as is inclosed in the follow- 
ing boundaries, viz: By the dividing line between the commissiontMl and warrant of- 
ficers' quarters to the depth of 300 feet from the street in front, an<l thence by a lino 
at right angles with this dividing line to the water, all which shall belong to ord- 
nance. 

A vote being taken on this amendment, the members all voted nay, except Com- 
mander Temple, who voted yea. 

2711 10 
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The original proposition of Constructor Davidson, as amended, was then nnani- 
moiiHly adopt-ed. 

Voted, That the easteni end of the channel way hetween Navy- Yard Island and 
Si'avcy*R Island he appropriated for a timher dock. 

Voted, That the houudary of the western end of the Navy- Yard Island be extended, 
as shown on the plan, to deep wattir, including Pumpkin Island, so called, thereby 
securing a site for a permanent double dry dock. 

Voted, That both iKiauds be divided by an avenue 80 feet wide, running north and 
south, itfl eastern boundary nearly continuous with the western side of the present 
ordnance timber shed, as shown up«m the ]»lan. 

Voted, That a portion of Seaveys Island, lying next south of Navy- Yard Island 
and west of the avenue, be assignt^d to Steam Engineering ; said tract to extend to 
Point A on the avenue ; thence to B im the line of sea wall, as projected on the plan. 

Votedj Tliat the ten*itory lying south of that portion of land assigned to Steam 
Engineering, and west of tlie avenue, be assigne<l to Equipment Bureau, together with 
the lot on the east side of the island inclosed in the lines marked D, E, F, H, I, and J. 

Vot^d, That an avenue be projected eastward of and jmrallel with the main ave- 
nue, 600 feet therefrom, and to be (>0 feet in width. 

Commander Temple proposed to jissign to the Bureau of Ordnance the area within 
the limits inclosed by the i)arallel av<^nues (1,000 feet in length) and marked guns, 
the southern boundary being continuous with that of steam engineering. 
Adjourned to Wednesday, 24th. 

Wednesday, Jitly 24, 1867. 
Board met agreeably to adjournment, all the members present. Record of Jast ses- 
sion read. 

The proposition of Conunamler Temple, submitted at the last meeting, was unani- 
mously adopted. 

Commander Temple proposed that the Board recommend the purchase of some suita- 
ble site (m the river, and removed from the yard, for a magazine. The i>ropositlon 
was unanimously adopted. 

Paymaster Gilman ])roposed to open an avenue across Seaveys Island, 60 feet i.i 
width, at right anj^les with the main avenue, the north side to be the south boundary 
of the tracts assigu<'d to Steam Engineering and Ordnance. This proposition was 
unanimously adopted. 

Maj. Slack proposed that the space on Seaveys Island bounded on the west by 
the main avenue an<l on the north by the avenue bounding the south side of Ord- 
nance Tract, and foet in width and extending to the river, be set apart for the 
use of the Marine Corps. Unanimously adopted. 

Paymaster (iilman proposed to assign to Bureau of Provisions and Clothing the 
area easterly of that assigned to Marine Corps, and extending to the water, and 
bounded on the west and north by the avenue. 

Surg. Gihou j)roi)OHed to amend by assigning to the Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery for a general hospital and for purposes connected therewith all that part of 
Seaveys Island known as the Abram Lot, and numbered 23 on the original plan, and 
limited north au<l east by the projected avenues. 

On the amendment all the members voted in the negative except Sarg. Gibon, 
who voteil in the aHirmative. 

The proposition of Paymaster Gilman was then acted upon, all the members of the 
Board voting in the affirmative except Surg. Gihon, who voted in the negative. 

Commander Temple proposed recommending the purchase of some suitable site 
outside the limits of the yard for a general hospital. On this proposition all the 
members voted in the jiffirmative except Surg. Cihon, who voted in the negative. 

Surg. Gihon proposed that a space 300 feet square, bounded on the soutli by the 
avenue which is the south boundary of Steam Engineering and Orduance premiaes, 
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and on the west by tlie avenue which iH the limit of Ordnance Tract, be asni^ncd to 
the Bureau of Medicine and Surji^ery for a dispensary, storehouse, apothecaries' quar- 
ters, etc. This ])roposition was nnanimously adopted. 

Commander Blake proposed to assign to Bureau of Navigation the area on the east 
side of the main avenue anfl north of premises assigned to ordnance, and separated 
therefrom by an avenue 60 feet wide, said space to be 200 feet on the main avenue 
and extending 600 feet to the avenue on the east which bounds the premises assigned 
to ordnance. Unanimously adopted. 

Chief Engineer Roberts proposed to locate an avenue e*ist of the main avenue and 
parallel with it, 60 feet in widtli and 1,260 feet distant therefrom. Unanimously 
adoptoil. 

Commander Temple proposed that in the location of buildings near water front 
the several departments shall have a space between the buildings and wharves of 100 
feet for railways and teaming room for generaljpurposes and convenience of the busi- 
ness of "the yard. Unanimously adopted. . 

Adjourned to Friday, July 26, 1867. 

Friday, July 26, 1867. 
Met according to adjournment, all the members pre-sent; record of last session 
read. 

B. F. Chandler moved to reconsider the proposition submitted by Constructor 
Davidson on the 23d instant for the purpose of submitting an amendment. Five 
mombi'rs voted to reconsider and four opposed. 

B. F. Chandler moved to amend by adding : 
Except also the land and buildings on the north side of the island and bounded 
on the west by the road leading from the bridges to the saw sheds; on the south by 
the road leading to iht* stablcH, and on the east by the avenue leading by the ord- 
nance-timber shed, the said avenue to be continued northerly to the water. Tliis 
area to be assigned to tin* Bureau of Yards and Docks, together with the house and 
grounds now occni)ied by the porter of the yard and the lodge for ordinary seamen." 

The members all voted in the negative excejit B. F. Chandler. 

B. F. Chandler moved to assign to the Bureau of Yanls and Docks all the lands 
not already apportioned, and that a chapel, graveyard, and prison for general naval 
use shall be located thereon. 

Constructor Davidson moved to amend by adding: 

"Except the lot bounded on the west by the main avenue (on Seaveys Island); on 
the south by an avenue adjoining the grounds assigned to then Bureau of Navigation, 
extending thence o\\ said avenue easterly to the avenue bounding the east hUU^ of the 
grounds assigned to the Bureau of Ordnance; thence on said avenue nortluM ly to the 
water, to be used for the locatitm of quarters for the c(mKtruetor, assistant con- 
structor, and boat^iwain attac hed to the Bureau of Construction, to be under the 
charge of the Bureau of Construction.'^ 

Snrg. Gihon moved to amend the amendment by adYling: 

" Except the eastern half of sai<l lot, which shall be assigned to the Bureau of Yards 
and Docks." 

On this amenduHMit seven members voted in favor; Commander Temple and Con- 
structor Davidson in th<' negative. 

On voting on the proposition with the amendment as amended, seven members voted 
in the atftmiative and two in the negative. 

Commander Blake i)ropoae<l to approve the location of the sea walls as drawn on 
the plan. Unanimously adopted. 

Adjourned to Monday, July 2t), to consider such plans as members maybe prepared 
to sabmit as to the location of improvements on the grounds assigned to the several 
bureaus. 
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Monday, July 29, 1867. 

Mot according to acljoiiriuiient, all the members present. Records of laHt session 
reail ; the i)lanH so far as presented were examined. 

For the purpose of maturing the phins the Board was adjourned to Aognst 1, at 
10:30 oVlock. 

Thursday, August 1. 
Board met according to adjournment, all the members present. Records of last 
session read. 

Commandor Tom])Ie Hubniitte(l a ]>lan of the grounds assigned to Bureau of Ord- 
nance, exhibiting the location and descriptiim of improvements proposeil by him to 
be a<l(>pted for the use of the Bureau of Ordnance. Unanimously approved. 

PayniJistcr Oilman submitted a plan of the grounds assigned to Bnreair of Provi- 
sions and Clothing, showing the location of improvements proposed for the use of 
that bureau ; eight members in favor, Surg. Gihon opposed. 

Engineer Roberts submittiMl a ])lan showing the improvements he proposed for the 
use of the Bureau of Steam Engineering, and located on grounds assigned to that 
bureau. Unanimously ap])roved. 

Maj. Slack submitted a plan of the grounds assigned to the Marine Corps, exhib- 
iting the location of buildings for the use of his corps. Unanimously approved. 

Commander Blake submitted a ]>lan of the grounds assigned to Bureau of Naviga- 
ti(m with the proposed improvements delineate<l upon it. Unanimously approved. 

Commander Thornton submitted jdans of the grounds assigned to Bureau of Equip- 
ment, on which were shown the location of the improvements proposed by him. 
Unanimously approved. 

B. F. Chandler snbmitt^id a plan showing the locatimi and description of improve- 
ments for the use of tlio Bureau of Yards and Docks. Unanimously approved. 

Constructor Davidson submitted plans showing the location and charact'Or of the 
improvem«ints which he proposes for the use of the Bureau of Ccmstruction. While 
these plans were under examination the board was adjourned to Friday the 2d instant, 
at 10 a. m. 

August 2, 1867. 

Board mot according to adjournment. All members present. Records of last ses- 
sion read. The plans as submitted by Constructor Davidson were eifomined and by 
vote uuaninuMisly approved. 

Surg. Gihon submitted plans of grounds jissigned to Bureau of Me<licine and 
Surgery, exhibit ing the location of buildings intended for the use of that bureau, which 
by voi(^ were unanimously approved. 

Referring to the communication from the commandant of the yard, of July 16, 1867, 
inclosing one from the assistant civil engineer of July 15, Commander Temple pro- 
posted to assign a location for the timber shed asked f(»r in the rear of the present 
stables and lime house, as drawn in the ])ropo8ed improvement* for construction, and 
marke<l A 2, which shall be used tom])orarily for yards and docks, and that the 
civil engineer shsill continue in the teinporary occupaticm of the storehouse and joiner 
sho]> as at present, until the general arrangement and proposed improvements of the 
yard will admit of all these buildings being permanently turned over to construction. 

Umininiously adoi)ted. 

Atljourued to Tuesday, August 6, at 10 a. m. . 

August 6, 1867. 

Board met according to adjournment. All the members present. Record of the 
proceedings of last meeting read. 

It was unanimously voted that the board recommend the building of a substantial 
bridge, with stone abutments and piers and with a sutficient draw, as laid down upon 
the plan, to connect the yard with the village of Kittery^ in place of the present one, 
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which bridge shall he ca[)<ihle of sustaining a railway to join with t ho Eastern Kail- 
way ; and that the board further recommend that a system of tracks be laid down 
within the yard, as the most economical method of conveying material to the various 
X>oint8. 

Surg. Gihon moved a reconsideration of the appointment of the territory on the 
eastern portion of Seaveys Island. The board voted unanimously to reconsider. 

Surg. Gihon moved that, instead of the arrangement as now established, there be 
assigned to the Bureau of Medicine ami Surgery all that land due east of the marine 
grounds and limited by the line A B C D, and to the Bureau of Provisions and Cloth- 
iag all that part east and north of this line along the avenue bounding the ordnance 
grounds on the east, to the line £ F G, and to the Bureau of Yards and Docks all 
that north of this latter line and otherwise unoccupied. On this motion Surg. Gihon 
Toted in the affimative; the eight members voted in the negative. 

The following was unanimously adopted : 

The board are of the opinion that a complete survey should be at once made of 
Seaveys Island, and a system ot grading and drainage be establislicfl ; and that it is 
desirable to estimate in the next annual report for commencing the quay wall and 
for laying out and grading the main avenue as the initial points for further work ; 
also for the following buildings: Machine shop, boiler shop and foundry, coal shed, 
receiving store and smithery for steam engineering; for machine sliop, joiner's shop, 
smithery, and lumber shed for yards and docks; for sawmill, one ship house (over 
dry-dock railway), two timber sheds, iron-plating shop, mold loft (<m columns), and 
joiner's shop for construction; also storehouse and coal sheds for equipment; for a 
paint shop tor ordnance, to be placed in the courtyard of the ]>rescut ordnance build- 
ing. 

The board was adjourned, subject to the call of the officer convening the board. 

August 7, 1867. 

By verbal order of the commandant of the yard the cb airman reconvened the 
board. Orders detaching Maj. Slack as a member of the board were presented, a 
eopy of which was placed on file. All members present. 

Commander Temple moved to reconsider the vote of the 6th instant, in which the 
improYemeuts to be asked tor in the next annual report were enumerated. It was 
voted unanimously to reconsider. 

C<»nmander Temple moved to strike out the words iron-plating shop," it being 
located on the gun park. 

B. F. Chandler moved to amend, so far as to ask for the a])propriation without the 
location. 

On the adoption of this amendment four members voted in the affirmative and 
four in the negative, and therefore it was not a vote to amend the amendment. 

On the question of adopting the amendment to strike out ^' iron-plating shop" 
from the list of improvements to be asketlfor, six voted in the affirmative and two in 
the negative. 

B. F. Chandler moved that the boar J recommend lighting the yard and buildings 
with gas, to be manufactured on the yard. 

B. F. Chandler moved that the board recommend the sinking of an ''artesian 
well" on the yard, to supply a sufficient quantity of water for the use of the yard and 
ships at this station. 

Adjourned to await further orders. 

William G. Temple, 
U» S, Navy, and Senior Member of the Board, 
B. F. Chandler, 

Junior Member and Recorder, 
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Navy- Yard, Portsmouth, N. H., 

August 6, 1867. 

Reur-Admiral T. Bailky, U. S. Navy, 

Commanding yary-Yard, Porismouthf N. H,: 

Sir: In ol)odionrt^ to your order of June 27 (incloHiug^ one from the chief of the 
Bureau Yards and Docks of June 22) the hoard for the dwtribution of land on the 
navy-yard and Seaveys Island, as originally named, met and organized on the Ist 
July. Subsequently, Maj. Slack joined the board, and since then the meetings have 
been as frequent and protracted as the other duties of members and the necessity of 
collecting information would allow. Previous to any vote being taken a great deal 
of time was spent in free and informal discussion on the varions points suggested, 
and the ground was repeatedly visited and examined by the members. Again, no 
sufficient chart could be prepared for some time, and from all these causes the de- 
liberations of the board have been considerably delayeil. 

The board first decided that the two islands should be connected and made into 
one, by tilling up the creek which divides them, leaving only a covered culvert of 10 
feet in width for the free passage of the tides, which, it is believed, in these clear 
waters will prevent the silting up of mud or formation of shoals at either end of the 
channel. 

It was next determined to draw upon the chart the line of sea wall, in order that a 
clear idea might be had of the area and amount of water front to be divided among 
the several bureaus, whose requirements were then taken up and decided separately. 

First, the whole of the Navy- Yard Island was assigned to the Bureau of Construc- 
tion, with the exception of the buildings and grounds now occupied by the com- 
mandant, the executive officer, the commander, the surgeon, the paymaster, and the 
lieutenant-commander, except also sufficient space for a rigging loft, for stablQS suf- 
ficient for the cattle which are to be used exclusively for construction, and for sheds 
for wheels, tru(jks, etc., all of which to be under the charge of their respective and 
proper bureaus. It was further voted that the eastern end of the creek, which di- 
vides tlie two islands as far as the bridge, should be reserved and remain open as a 
wet timber dock, and that the Navy-Yard Island be extended on the western side by 
a sea wall to deej) water, as shown on the accompanying plan, so as to include Pump- 
kin Island, in order to secure a site fi>r a permanent double dry dock. 

A main avenue, 80 feet wide, running nearly north and south and with its eastern 
boundary nearly continuous with the western side of the ordnance timber shed, was 
then proJiK'ted to run through both islands, as shown upon the chart. 

All that portion of Seaveys Island lying to the westward of this avenue was next 
assigned to the Bureau of Steam Engineering and the Bureau of Equipment, the 
dividing line being an avenue 60 feet wide, and at right angles with the main ave- 
nue, as shown upon the plan, with engineering to the north and equipment to the 
south of it, and a further assignmunt of land was made to the Bureau of Equipment 
on the east side of Seaveys Island, as also shown up(m the plan, for the purpose of 
m.anufacturing both wire and hemp rope. 

Another avenue, 60 feet wide, parallel with the main avenue and 600 feet removed 
from it, was then pr(»jected through Seaveys Island, and a lot 1,000 feet inlength, 
bounded on the east and west by these two avenues, and with its southern boundary 
continuous with that of steam engineering was assigned to the Bureau of Ordnance, 
and the board further recommended the purchase of some suitable site on the river, 
and removed from the yard, for a i)owder magazine. 

The avenue dividing steam engineering an<l equipment was next prolonged so aa 
to run across Seaveys Island nearly east and west, and all that portion of laud south 
of it which lies between the two parallel avenues already mentioned was assigned 
for marine barracks and parade ground, while the remainder to the eastward of this 
was given to the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing. 



HISTORY OF THE NAVY-YARD AT PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 151 



The board further recommended the imrchase of so^ne HnitaWe site outside the 
limits of the yard for a general hospita], aud assigned a lot 300 feet square bounded 
on the south by the cross avenue, and on the west by the one parallel to the main 
avenue^ to the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery for a dispensary, storehouse^ apothe- 
caries quarters^ etc. 

Next, a lot 200 feet wide, extending from the main avenue eastward to the^ one 
parallel with it, north of the premises assigned to ordnance and separated therefrom 
by an avenue 60 fleet wide and at right angles with the main avenue, was assigned to 
the Bureau of Navigation. Tliis avenue was also extended eastward to the ground 
allotted for a ropewalk ; and still another avenue^ 60 feet wide, parallel with the 
main avenue, and 1,260 feet distant therefrom, was ordered. 

The board further directed that in the location of buildings the several depart- 
ments should leave a space along the entire water front of 100 feet for railways and 
roadways. 

An avenue 60 feet in width and extending from the main avenue to the one next 
east of and parallel to it was then laid off, on the northern side of the lot assigned to 
navigation ; and the western half of the block to the north of this new avenue was 
assigned to the Bureau of Construction, for quarters for its officers. 

AU the remaining portion of Seaveys Island was assigned to the Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, with a proviso that locations shall be reserved thereon for a chapel and 
graveyard, and for a prison to be used for general naval purposes. 

Plans showing the number, location, and size of the buildings, etc., required for 
the different bureaus were then discussed, adopted, and drawn upon the general 
plan. 

The board further reconmiend the building of a substantial bridge with stone 
abutments and piers, and with a sufficient draw, as laid down upon the plan, to con- 
nect the yard with the village of Kitterj^, in place of the present one, which bridge 
shall bo capable of sustaining a railway to join with the eastern railroad; also that 
a system of tracks be laid down within the yard for the conveyance of material to 
the various points. 

The board are of opinion tliat a complete survey should be at once made of Seveys 
Island, and a system of grading and drainage established, and that it is desirable 
to estimate in the next annual report for commencing the quay wall and for laying 
out and grading the main avenue as the initial points for further work ; also to esti- 
mate for the following buildings, viz : 

Machine shop, boiler shop, and foundry, coal shecl, receiving store and smithery 
for Steam Engineering; machine shop, joiners' shop, smithery, and lumber shed for 
yards and docks; ship house (over the dry-dock railway) sawmill, two timber sheds, 
mold loft (on columns) and joiners' shop for construction. Also storehouse and 
cjoal sheds for equipment, and a paint shop, 20 feet square, for ordnance (to be placed 
in the court yard of the present ordnance building). 

The board further recommend that the entire yard and buildings be lighted with 
gas manufactured in the yard, and that an artesian well be sunk to supply a suffi- 
cient quantity of fresh water for all pui-poses of the yard and shipping. 

Referring io your special order of July 16, the board then jissigned a location in the 
rear of the present stables and lime house, as marked in the proposed improvements for 
the bureau of construction, for the erection of the timber shed asked for by the 
assistant civil engineer of the yard, which, together with the joiners' shop aud store- 
house, at present used by him, shall remain in the temporary occupancy of that 
officer until the general arrangements and proposed improvements of the yard will 
admit of all these buildings being permanently turned over to the Bureau of Con- 
stniction. 
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A full rrcord of tlio ]iroec(MliiijrH of the boanl, t(»gQtlier with a pluD tiho\ying tho 
)»ropoB('(l iiii)>rovfinciitH. ari'otiipauy this report. 
All of which iH respectfully submit te<L 

HOMKU C. BLAKEy 

Cominander, U, S. X. 

A. H. Oilman, 

PaymaHievj U. 8. N. 

J. S. TllOKXTON, 

CommaHderj U. 8. N. 
B. Slack, 

Quart frmaBier, Marine Corps. 

"Wm. KOBKRl^, 

Chief Engineer^ U. 8, X 
Thomas Davidson, Jr., 

Naral Comatructor, 

B. F. ClIANDLBR. 



Navy- Yard, Portsmouth, N. H., 

August 6, 1867. 

Rear-Adiiiiral T. Haii.ey. U. S. N., 

CommttHtUiig yaral Station, Portsmouth j N. H,: 

Siii: It is with sdini* (lillitloin t'. aftt*r having? pro]>08ed to the board an entirely dif- 
iViviit (list rihiit ion of the hnid, after having urged my views upon them with all the 
ar<;iiiii('nts at iiiy roniinand, and after having failed to convince a single member, that 
i a^ain oilVr niy proposition t^) the conHideration of the Department in a separate 
H'port; but it is clear to my mind that the general con venienccT will be better secured, 
and the proper organization an<l discipline of the yard, "when completed, will he 
materially iiiiproviMl hy its adoption. 

My ])roi>osition is that the ground and buildiugH now occupied by ordnance (omit- 
ting the magazine and its HurroiindingH) together with ho much of the eastern end of 
the Navy Yard Island as is inelosed in the following boundaries (viz, by the divid- 
ing line between the ( (nninisHioned and warrant uthcers' quarters to a depth of 300 
f«'et from the street in front, and thence by a line at right angles with this dividing 
line e:i>t wanl to the water), and also together with a tract of land on the opposite 
feiliore of S(;:ivey's Island, sutlieient for otlieers' quarteiia (all of which is sketched in 
red on the aeeompan> in;^ ]>lan), shall be assigned to the Bureau of Ordnance. 

This arrangenu'nt wonid render the pro)»oned wet timber dock at the eastern end 
of the creek ina]>propriate ; bnt the two islands couhl be more completely united by 
its H'moval, and more than sntlieient room would bo found for the timber dock in 
the proposed (i\t(Mision on the. western end of the island around Pumpkin Shoal. I 
would further propose that the northeast ern corner of the Navy yard Island, as 
sketched in bliu' on the accompanying ]dan, together with such additional room as 
may be needed (»n somi- part of Seaveys Island, should be assignefl to tho Bureau of 
Yards and Docks. Next, that all the remainder, or west^irn part of the Navy-yanl 
Island (e\ee]»ting always the commissioned tdlicers quarters), be assigned to the 
linreau of Constrnction ; and that all that ]>ortion of Seaveys Island lying west of 
tlu; ])n»posed main avenne be divided between the Bureau of Coustrnction and 
Bnreau of Steam Knj^ineering according to their several necessities. 

After this, 1 would give to the Bnrean of Kqui])ment and Bureau of Provisions and 
Clothing all the land allotted by the Jioard to the latter and to the Marine Cor)>8 
(with a diHerent divisi(»n, however), including also a part of that allotted to the 
Bureau of (Ordnance, and still leaving to the Bureau of Equipment the tract intended 
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for a ropewalk; and finally; I would assign to the marinos a portion of the gronnd 
given l»y the board to ordnance. 

These are the main points, but of course they would involve a further change of 
many of the details. 
Respectfully, 

Wm. G. Templk, 
Commander^ U. S. N,f and senior member of the Board, 



I concur in all the resolves of the Board, except the vote of the majority, that it is 
not desirable to locate a hospital on Seaveys Island and the apportionment of land 
thereon based! One of the chief arguments for the purchase of this island was that 
it afforded an eligible site for a naval hospital. Such a site is found within the lim- 
its of what is known on the original plan as Abrani's ]>roperty, lot No. 23, which 
offers a proper elevation for buildings, a convenient water communication with the 
lower harbor, a sufticient space of arable land for veget4ible gardens and pasturage, 
and is contiguous to the proposed barracks, which furnish a lai*ge proportion of the 
inmates of a naval hospital. The only other place which possesses similar advan- 
tages is Trefethen (or Preble) Island, properly the noiiiieastem extremity of Seaveys 
Island, the two being connect<Hl at low water. This ishind, which covers an extent 
of 10 acres, is easy of access from the lower harbor, and sufliciently near the bai-racks 
to receive cases requiring hospital treatment; but its owner has recently advauce<l 
its price from $1,300 to $10,000, and under these circumstances I do not think it 
proper to recoumiend its purchase by the Government while it already owns a site 
equally desirable in all other respects, and having this ]>araniount a<lvantage, that 
it will obviate the necessity for a special dispensary for the yard, with quarters for 
additional oflicers, etc. Its vicinity to the pro])osed barracks is such that walking 
cases can readily be treated there, and be<lri(lden invnli<ls will have to be trans- 
port-ed the least possible distance. It is most admirably situate^l to receive ]>atient4 
from vessels at anchor in the harbor, and is sutliciently removed from the noise of 
the workshops of the yard. All the other sites sugg(>stetl, such as Gerrish Island or 
Kittery Point on the mainland, are too distant from the barracks and receiving ship 
to be seriously thought of. The obstructions which the health officer of the town of 
Kittery otiers to the removal of patients aflfectod with the ordiirary noninfectious 
diseases incident to the summer season from on board shij) for proper and necessary 
hospital treatment, as in the recent instances of the H. S. S fVinooski an<l Peoria, are 
most serious objections to locating a naval h(KS])ital any nearer the mainland, and 
ap]»ly forcibly in the case of Trefethen (or Pi'eble) Island, which is separat^nl from 
Kittery by a channel only 350 feet wide. For these reasons 1 can not acquiesce in 
the decision of the majority of the Board, and I recommend that a ])orti<m of land, 
embracing an area of 9 acres, lying due east of the grounds assigned to the Marine 
Corps, and comprise<l within the red lines on the plan Iiei'eunto appended, be as- 
signed to the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery for th<^ establishnieut of a general hos- 
pital and pui'poses connected therewith; and that in lieu of this tract there be 
assigned to the Bureau of Provisions an<l Clothing all the land comprised within the 
blue lines on the sui>plementary plan, there being suflicient de]dh of water and suf- 
ficient extent of wharfage ahmg this tract, as well as along the 100-foot avenue, 
which will bound the hosi>ital grounds, to acconnnodate vessels unloading stores for 
the Bureau of Provisions and (.'lothing, the only purpose for which that Bureau can 
uee<l a water front. In deference to the vote of the majority of the Board, I have 
indicated an arrangement of dispensary buildings on the plat assigned for this 
object, but if the De]»artment conclu<les to locate a naval h(»s]iital at the site I have 
suggested, the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery will have no use for the ]dat, and it 
may very conveniently be allotted to the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing. In 
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fuillirr i vi(I«'iicc III' tin* i»n»iii irt>- of tliis traiisAT, I hv^r t« csill atti^ntitm to the fact 
tliiit till* i-t'])rt's('iitativi' of till' iSiireiiii of J'rovisioim hikI (Mothiii); on this Board luis 
lint foiiiiil it piiHHible to covur tli«' oxtctiKivo jirromuiH (15 to 18 acren), which have been 
]ilu(>(*d liy the majority at his diK]>o8itioU| with buildiu^N itMiiiirt'd for the pnrposes 
of that Kiircaii, and that in (•(»iiM*qu('iicc large HjiaccH of the only laud available for 
hoH))ital iMir])(»HeH have been left wholly iiuoeciipied. 
AH which I res]»uct fully Huhmit. 

A. L. GiHOX, 
Surgeon, U. S. Xavy, 



Navy- Yard, Portsmouth, N. H., 

Avgust 8, 1867. 

Sir : We wouhl respectfully state that we concnr fully in the report of the ma- 
jority of the Hoard, with the exception of the amendment adopted on the Tthinstaiit, 
to strike out the wordH 'Mron-]iIatiiig shop" from the liHt of buildings recommended 
by the Board to be estimatecl for in the next annual report. 

The exception is taken tVom the fact that the general report had been made on the 
6th instant, and signed by a niajority of the Board, including the undersigned. 

With due deference to the opinion of six members of the Board in relation to the 
iiiiincdiate necessity of the <Tecti<m of a proper "iron-plating shop," we would state 
that looking to the wants of the service and the fact that there is at this timeoii 
the stocks at this station a ship designed to be iron jdated, for which there is no 
proper "iron-plating shop" and appliances to prepare the iron for attachment to 
tbe hull of the shi]), the plating of which is only of moilerate thickness. 

We are of opinion that there is no building more urgently needed or that would 
be more conducive to tlic economical dispatch of worlc than an "iron-plating shop" 
and suitable tools to meet tbe prc'sent and ])ro8pective wants of the service. 

We would further state that, eiMisidcring the large amount of fitting to the iron 
works entering into the construction of a ship of war, the present te,m]»orary build- 
ing used for that purpose and to(>l.s therein are inadequate to meet the wants of the 
service. 

Verj respectfully, your obedient servants, 

Thomas Davidson, Jr. 

Xaval ( Umstructor, 

B. F. ClIANni.Kll, 

Rear- Admiral Tiieo. Bailky, V. S. N., 

Commanding Xary- Yard, PortHmoiilhf X. U. 



A. 

Navy Departmkxt. 

HrHFAT OF TkoVISIONS AM) Cl-OTIIING, 

fyuxhhufton, June il, 1807. 

Sir: A Board having been ordered to convene at the Kit tery Navy- Yard on the 1st 
proximo, for tliei»uri)oseofr<M;oninien<lingsucli apporl ionmentof Seavi'ys Islandamong 
tluMlill'erent bureaus us may be advantageous to the (iovernni<»nt, and you having,' 
b<'en tiesignate<l by this Bureau to repreS(Mit its interests, and point out its probable 
futurt! needs, will be pleased to bear in mind that \Nater fnmt and land for the fol- 
lowing }»urpos«ss will be m*e<letl : 

(1) For a wharf, to wbieh large shi]>8 may come for their provisions, clothing, and 
small st<»res. 

(2; For an inspection store having convenient conununicatiou with the wharf. 
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(3) For a bakery and the storehoases and coal house connected thereyrtth, to he 
located with reference to easy communication with the inspection store and with 
vessels lying at the wharf. r" 

(4) For a dwelling house for the inspector in charge oiLpi-ovTsions and clothing. 
The Bureau does not consider it necssaiCv Ji(_^»»ir8i!)le that its buildings should be 

located in close proximity tt»^nro^^ ofbther departments of the yard, except perhaps 
to those of equipmelre^^t trusts that a liberal allowance of territory, conveniently 
situated, will be made for the purposes herein indicated. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

H. Bridge, 
Chief of Bureau, 

Paymaster A. H. Gilman, 

Inspector, etc,, Portsmouth, N. H, 

B. 

No. 54.] Navy Department, 

Bureau of Yards and Docks, 

Washington, D. C, July 1, 1867, 
Sir: By order of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, you will attach such marine 
officer as the general commanding marines shall order to report to you for duty, to 
represent the interests of the marine guard on the board for the survey and allotment 
of gronnds and water frontage for the accommodation of the works of the respective 
bureaus on Seaveys Island. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Jos. Smith, 

Chief of Bureau, 

Rear-Admiral T. Bailey, U. S. N., 

ComwMinding Navy- Yard, Poi'tsmouth, N, H, 

c. 

No. 55.] Navy Department, 

Bureau of Yards and Docks, 

Washington, D, C, July 2, 1867. 
Sir: Commander Templets letter of the 29th ultimo is received. The order to ex- 
amine Seaveys Island was meant, of course, to embrace the accommodations for each 
bureau and the Marine Corps, both on the Navy- Yard Island and on Seaveys Island. 

The board is to report what improvements they recommend to be established on 
Seaveys Island, with the location and limits of those improvements; also to report 
and select what improvement they recommend to be removed from the navy-yard 
proper to Seaveys Island, the report to be submitted to the Department for approval. 
RespectfiiUy, your obedient servant, 

Jos. Smith, 

Chief of Bureau, 

Rear-Admiral T. Bailey, U. S. N., 

Commanding Navy- Yard, Portsmouth, N. H. 

D. 

Bureau op Ordnance, Navy Department, 

Washington City, July 3, 1867, 
Sir: As this Bureau is informed that instructions have been given by the chiefs of 
the other bureaus relating to the contemplated improvements at the Portsmouth 
navy-yard, the following are transmitted for your information :us a representative: 

(1) The Bureau recommends and desires the removal of the naval magazine from 
its present locality, not, however, to be placed on Seaveys Island. 
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(2) I'l'vlt'in r ot 0i0^^4mwf 10 tirmpy my plioe whatever on Seav«>ii iHlnud. 

(3) Kilt ?M('iili*i*f tiMt. in adilitimi tnwhat it now oe4!iipie«, it should kave the 
Hpuf'i' now li«*lir*i^o to < 1 himpiUl, wirraut oAcen* qnarten, niariue guards, and paint 
Hliop. 

ThiH it coiiHiilerH will be ainpYjt**!' \<> ji|l«:}ent for all ita parposea. 
1 am, Mir, your obedient aervaut| — 

'^-^H. A. WiSK, 

Chief of Bureau. 

Couiiuander Wm. O. Temple, U. 8. N., 

iHtpector of Ordnanee, Navg-Yard, Portnmoutk, X. H. 

E. 

Navy Department, 
Bureau of Equipment and Rkcruiting, 

fVoMhington, June g7, 1867. 
Sir : As you have been deaifrnated by the Bureau as cue of the board for the se- 
lection of u site at Seaveys Island for eiiuipnieut purposes it is of the utmost im^i- 
tunce that the 8it4' selecte^l should l>e of sufticient magnitude to accommodate allthe 
equi]nuent st^ires, wire and rope manufactory, coal house, amithery, dwellings, ete., 
that may in course of time be needed. 

The. site should also be in close connection with a proportionate water front of 
autlicif nt depth of wat«r. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. Smith, 
Cki^ of Bttriuu, 

Commander J. S. Thornton, 

Xavy-Vardf Porttmouth, X. H, 

F. 

Navy- Yard, Portsmouth, N. H., 

CommandauVs ()ffive, July 11, 1867. 
Gkxti.kmkn: Inclosed herewith is a copy of a report of a board appointed by me 
to apjiortion the navy store in this yartl anion^ the several bureaus. 

This report shows the iittcr inadetinacy of the present storehouse for the wants of 
the rcsj)ec.tivc bureaus and the necessity whicli exists for the speedy erection of store- 
]u>iis(>s siitlicient for tlie proper storage of articles belonging to them. The report ia 
furnished you for your information, and it may aid you in determining the number, 
size, and location of the buildings required for the present and prospective wautaof 
each bureau. 

Kespectt'nlly, etc., 

T. Bailey, 
Rear-Admiralj Commaudant. 
To Conunander W. (}. Temple, Oonnnander H. C. Blake, Paymaster A. H. Gihuan, 
(.'oniMiander .[. 8. Thornton, Surg. A. L. Gihon, (.'hief Engineer W. Kobertii. 
Naval Constructor T. Davidson, jr., li. V. Chandler, eS4|., board for examiuiug 
8eaveys Island. 

Unitki) States Navy- Yard, 
I'orlsmouthj X. H., July <?, 1867. 
Sir: Tn obedience to your order of this date we have examined and allotted por- 
tions of the navy storehouse for each bureau, and herewith submit the plan as di- 
vided. The si>aceis so insigniticant compared with that absolutely require<l for the 
])roper preservation of the public jiroperty that each bureau, after occupying itfl 
share of the building, will have large amounts of property stowed about the yard in 
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.lofts of timber sheds^ temporary wooden sheds^ and out of doors exposed to the 
ireather. 

Under the present navy store, in the cellars, are stowed large qnantities of tur- 
pentine and oil, which iB manifestly a very improper place for inflammable materials, 
but unavoidable until the several bureaus shall erect suitable storehouses for the 
same. 

We are, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

John Guest, Captainy U, S, N, 

Homer C. Blake, Commander j U, 8, N. 

Jas. S. Thornton, Commander. 

Wm. Ro]^erts, Chief Engineer. 

Thomas Davidson, Jr., Naval Constructor. 

W. E. Babbit, Assistant Civil Engineer. 

Admiral T. Bailet, 

Commandant, 

G. - 

Civil Engineer's Office, 
Navy- Yard, Portsmouth, N. H., 

July 15, 1867. 

Sir : By order of the Bureau of Yards and Docks the civil engineer is required to 
fhruish a plan of the yard showing the location of any proposed improvements asked 
for in his annual report. 

I propose to ask for a timber shed for the storage of yards and docks lumber, and a 
building for a storehouse, joiner's shop, etc. 

Ab there does not seem to be any unoccupied space suitable for the same within the 
limits of this yard, I would respectfully ask that I may have some instructions as to 
the location of the above buildings, or that the board now in session at this yard 
may designate such location as they may think proper on Seaveys Island. 
I SHU, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. Babbit, 
Assistant Civil Engineer. 

Rear-Admiral T. Bailey, 

Commandant. 



Commandant's Office, Navy- Yard, 

Portsnwuthj X. H., Julif 16, 1867. 
Gentlemen: Inclosed herewith is a communication from the assistant civil engi- 
neer of the yard in relation to the location of a timber shed and a building for a 
storehouse, joiner's shop, etc., for the purposes of the Bureau of Yards and Docks. 
As it is desired to include these buildings in the engineer's annual report and plan, 
I have to request your board will give this subject as early attention as practicable 
and furnish me with the desired information, so that the engineer may make his 
plans and estimates in time to be included in the annual report referred to, which 
is to be sent in on the 1st of September next. 
Rsspectftilly, etc., 

T. Bailey, 
Bear-Admiral, Commandant 

The Board for Examining Seaveys Island. 
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Headquartrrr Marine Corps, 

Wanhingion, July 3, I8$7, 
Stu: You w ill proceed to Portomoiith, N. H., and report yonrtelf to Rear- Admiral 
HaiU'v for duty with the board ap]»oiiit<»d to examine Seaveys Island. 
Ky ordiT of th<* honorable ^5eoretary of the Navy. 

J. Zeilin, 
Brigadier-Qeneral and Commandant, 

Maj. William B. Slack, 

Quartrrmaater U, 5. Marine CorpSt Hdqr$,f Washington, D. C. 



Ihcdn and cnurejfancffi of Dennetitt Inland from 16S9 to 1800, showing the United Stated 

tiiU' to the island, 

1. From CharleH) Kin^ of England, to Kir Ferdinand Gorges. 

2. From Sir Ferdinand (Jorj^es to Kiohard Vines. 

3. Richard Vines to Thomas Furnall. 

4. ThoinaH Firuahl to William Firnald. 

5. Alwtract from the will of William Feruald. 

6. John Fcrnald to James Shoafo. 

7. .lohu Frrnald to James Sheafe. 

8. .James Sheafe to William Dennett. 

0. William Dennett to United »Stat^>s of Ameriea. 

10. Le^al opinion of Jeremiah Smith, distriet attorney of New Hampshire. 

11. An a< t of the State of Maine «rrantin<r Jnrisdiftion to the l-uited States. 

1. Charles, King of Knjxland, to Sir Ferdinand Gorjjes of a part or portion of the 
<'onntry of Ameriea, commonly called liy the name of New England. The portion of 
the Maine land and premises aforesaid shall forever hereafter be called and named 
the Province or Country of Maine. (April 3, 1H3J). Conrt Records, Book A, p. 1.) 

2. Sir Ferdinand (Jorges to Tlunnas J(»celin, Richard Vines, Francis Champernon, 
and others, commissioning them as <;onncillors, and appointing Richard Vines as his 
steward-general. (September 2, lf)39. Conrt Records, Book A, p. 26.) 

A grant from Kichard Vines to 'I'homas Furnall. York ss. Registry of Deeds. Re- 
ceivc'd October 16, 1(>51, and recorded in Hook 1, page 16. Attest: J. Edward Rish- 
worth, recorder. Exec-ntcil May 3, 1645. l*n<ldington Islands. 
These ])reHcnts witness that I, Richard Vines, steward-general of the Province of 
Mayne, have given and granted unto Tho. Fnrnell the sonn of Renald Fnmell, of 
Piscataqna Kivcr, chienrgeon for ami in the behalf of Sir Fardinando Gorges, Kiit., 
and ]»roprictor of the sd. Province of M.iyne. 

Two islands lying and being on th(> northeast side of Piscataqua River afores*d, 
comonly called or known by the name of Puddington Islands, tho sd. Thomas Fnr- 
nell yielding and paying inn to the sd. Sr. Fardin. Gorges, his heirs and assigns, two 
shillings and six pence yearly. 
Given under my hand this third day of May, 1645. 

Richard Vines. 

This <leed I know and acknowh>dge to bo Mr. Richard Vines his act and deed 
written with his own hand. By me. 

Edw. Godfrey, Gov^r, 

Recorded this 16 Oct., 1^51. 
Vera copia, copia. 

By Ed. Rishworth, Beoor^r. 

York, ««. Reffisinf of deeds: 

A true copy as recorded, Hook 1, page 16. 

Attest: Asa L. Rk^keu, Kegr. 
Warranty deed from Thonuis Firnald to William Firnald. York ss. Registry of 

deeds. Hveeived March 21, 167^, and TocoT^\cii\ \\\ Vioiik *2, \), 313. Attest : J. Edw. 
Biah worth, recorder. Execute SepteiuVj^i ^ , WIV C\».^m^\^»aDA. 
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To all Christian people, to whom this preftcnt writing shall come: 

TliomaH Firnald, of Kittery, in the county of York, shipwright, and Temperance, 
his wife, semleth greeting. Know yce that I, Thomas Firnald, and Tenijierance, my 
wife, for and in consideration of the natural affecti(m, love, and good will which we 
doe hear unto our behived brother, William Firnald. ofthe same Kittery, shipwright, 
as also for the fulfilling of the last will of our dear father, Renald Firnahl, deceaseil, 
& other good resvsons yr unto moveiug by these presontH, have given, granted, aliened, 
assigned, enfeoffed, convayed, released, delivered, and confirmed, and doe by these 
presents give, grant, aliene, <'&ssign, enfeotfe, convay, release, <lelivcr, & confirme, 
iiuto the said William Firnald, his heyrcs, executors, administrators, aiid assigns. 

All that ysland liing & being in the townshipe of Kittery aforesayd, neare adjoye- 
ing unto the ysland the sayd Thomas Firnald & Temperance now liveth on, being 
parted by a water that ruimeth from the mayne river of Pischata(]ua into a branch 
ofthe same, betwixt ye sayd yslands & the mayne, called Crooked Layne, or being 
bo calle<l itselfe, wch s<iyd ysland is commonly called or known by the name of Lay 
Clayme, or by w'h other name or names whatsoever, together with all trees, woods, 
underwoods, comones, easements, profetts, comodities, emoluments, advantages 
to the same belonging, apjiendent & prtayneing to the sayd ysland. 

To have and to hold unto the sayd William Furnahl, his heyers, executors, admin- 
istrators, and assigns forever, the before hereby given and grant e<l premises with the 
api»urtenances, and every part andparcell thereof, to bee to the only use and behoofe 
of the sayd William Furnald, his heyers and executors and every of them, to use, 
have, occupy, and injoy without the lett, hindrance, molestation, disturbance of us, 
the sayd ITiomas Firnald, and Temperance, our heyers, executors, administrators, or 
assigns, or either of us or them, free and clere and freely and clerely acquitted and 
exonerated from all former and other gyfts, grants, mortgages, sayles, joynt'Ors, dow- 
ers, or title of dowers of Temperance, now wife of the sayd Thomas Firnald, charges, 
troubles, and incomberances whatsoever, had, made, committed, suiTered, or done by 
the sayd Thomas and Temperance, their heyers or assigns, or any of them, and the 
sayd Thomas and Temperance, his wife, the sayd jiremises before hen'by given and 
granted, and every part and parcell thereof, with the ai»i»urtenances against them, 
the sayd Thomas Firnald and Temperance, his wife, ye heyers, executors, adminis- 
trators, and assigns, against all and every of them claynu;ing any estate, right, title, 
or int-erest of, in, to, or out of the premises or any part or parcell thereof, shall & 
will warrant & defen<l forever by these presents, tlie sayd William Fernald, his 
lieyres, executors, administrators, or assigns, paying or cause to be ])ayd his ju'opor- 
tion of the rent to the lord ])roprietor, if demanded, and save and keepe harmless the 
sayd Thoinas Firnald, his lu^yros and executors forever. 

And hereunto the above sayd Thomas Firnald and Temperance, his wife, doe bind 
themselves, their heyrcs, executors, an<l administrators unto the sayd William Fir- 
nald, his heyres and assigns. 

In witness whereof, have to these presents, put to their hands and seals the ninth 
day of September, one thousand six hundred seventy -one (1671). 

Thomas Fiknald. [seal.] 
Tempekanck Fiknald. [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in ye presence of us — 

The sign H. of Geo. Haurisse. 
Elyas Styleman. 

The 9th of September, 1671, Thomas Firnald and Temperance, his wife, acknowl- 
edged this instrument to bee their free act and deed. 

Before me, Elyas Styleman, commissor. vera copia of this instrument above written, 
transcribed out of the original and therewith compared this 21st day of March, 167|, 

J. Edw. RitJiiwouTH, Rwor. 
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York, Of Deeda : 
A true copy as record otl, Book 2, page 313. 
Attest: 

Asa L. Ricker, Register. 
Abstract from the will of William Fernald, York, ««. Piobate records. Approved 
Sept^'mber 2, 1728, and recorded in Book 4, page 2. Attest. Executed June 15, 
1724. Lay Claim Island. 

A])8tract from <ho will of William Fernald, senior, of Kittery, dated June 15, 1724, 
approved 8ci)t. 2, 1728, and recorded with ])roba(e records for York Co., vol. 4, page 2. 

^'I give and bequeath unto my eldest son, William Fernald, and his male heirs 
lawfully begotten, the island whereon I formerly dwelt, commonly called and known 
by the nam<'of Lay Claim Island, with the dwelling house and all out housing, gardens, 
orchards, and all other privih^ges and appurtenances thereunto belonging. I having 
given him one-half of said island when I liifit left it and went over to the main to 
live, the other half I give and rcHign to him now, he paying me fifty pounds for the 
stage point accortling to agrtwment, and to pay me one hundred pounds more in cur- 
rent piissable money of New England at or Ix^fore the fii-st day of June next eusniug 
the date hereof, and to summer me and my wife Elizabeth during our natural lives 
twelve sheep yearly and to provide and bring in place at my house a. prc»portional 
part of firewood which I and your mother may have occasion to burn, with the rest 
of your four brothers yearly during my and my wife's natural life." 
Warranty deed from John Fernald to James Sheafe. York, ««. Registry of deeds. 

Received August 4, 1794, and recorded in Book 57, page 49. Att-est. William 

Frost, register. Executed June 16, 1794. Lay Claim Island. 
Know all men fti/ these presents: 

That John Ferneld, junr., of Middlefown, in the county of Stafford and State of 
New Hampshire, yeoman, for and in consideration of the sum of six hundred and 
fifty dollars, to me in hand paid before the delivery hereof, by James Sheafe, of 
Portsmouth, in the county of Rockingham and Stiite aforesaid, merchant, the receipt 
whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have given, granted, barga-ined, sold, and released, 
and by these presents do give, gi'ant, bargain, sell, alien, release, convey, and con- 
firm to him, the said James Sheafe, his heirs and assigns, the whole of a certain island 
in Piscatariua River, containing fifty acres, be the same more or less, lying within 
the boundaries of the county of York, in the State of Miissachusetts, being the same 
that was mentioned as jiartly given or entailed by William Ferneld, of'Kittery, in the 
year of our Lord one thf>ns:nid seven hundred and twenty-eight, to his son William and 
his male Iumt, counnonly known by the name of Lay Claim Island; to have and to 
hold the said grant<;d premises, with the appurtenances thereof, to him, the said 
James Sheafe, his heirs, and assigns, to his and their only proper use, benefit, and 
behoof forever; thereby eng.iging to warrant and defend the said granted premises 
against all claims or demands of any person or persons claiming by, from, or under 
mo. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this sixteenth day of 
June, in tlie year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four. * 

John Ferneld, Jr. [seal.I 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presente of— 

Mark Winggen. 
Chase Robeptson. 

State of New Ham])shire, Strafford, ss. Wakefield, June 16th, 1794. Then the 
within named John Ferneld, junr., personally appeared and acknowledged this in- 
strument to be his free act and deed. Before me — 

Avery Hall, 

Just, Peace. 

Recorded according to the original received August 4th, 1794. 
Attest: 
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York, m. Registry of Deeds : 
A true copy as recorded, Book 67, page 49. 
Att«8t: 

Asa L. RiGKER, Register, 

Warranty deed, from John Fernald to James Sheafe. York, ss. Registry of d<;eda. 
Received August 4, 1794, and recorded in Book 57, page 50. Attest. William Frost, 
register. Executed June 16, 1794. Lay Claim Island. 

Knato all men by these presen ts : 

That I, John Fernald, of Middletown, in the county of Strafford and State of New 
Hampshire, yeoman, for and in consideration of the sum of six hundred and fifty 
dollars, to me in hand paid hefore the delivery hy James Sheafe, of Portsmouth, in 
the county of Rockingham and State aforesaid, merchant, the receipt whereof I do 
hereby acknowle<lge, have given, granted, bargained, sold, and released, and by these 
presents do give, grant, bargain, sell, alien, release, convey, and ccmtirm, to him, the 
said James Sheafe, his heirs and assigns, the whole of a certain island in Piscataciua 
River, containing tifty acres, be the same more or less, lying within the boundaries of 
the county of York, in the State of Massachusetts, being the same that was men- 
tioned as partly given or entailed by William Fernald, of Kittery, in the year of our 
^ A. D. 1728, to his son William and his male heirs, commonly known by the name of 
Lay Claim Island; to have and to hold the said gi-anted premises with the appurte- 
nances thereof to him, the said James Sheaf, his heirs and assigns, to his and their 
only proper use, benefit, and behoof forever ; thereby engaging to warrant and defend 
the said granted premises against all claims or demands of any person or persons 
claiming by, from, or under me, likewise I, Mary, wife of the said John Fenield, for 
and in consideration of the above-mentioned sum, do hereby quit and release all my 
right and dower of thirds in and to the above-mentioned premises. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals this sixteenth day of 
June, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred & ninety-four. 

JoHx Fkknkld. [skal.] 
Mary Fkrneld. [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in i)resence of—- 

Mark Whig in. 
CnASK Robinson. 

Rockingham ss, Portsmouth, June 18th, 1794. Then the withiu-name<l John Fer- 
ncld personally appeared & acknowledged the witliin instrument to be his free act 
and deed. Before me — 

John Pickkrix<j, 

Jus, Peace, 

Recorded according to the original received August 4th, 1794. 
Att. : 

Wm. Fhost, RcgW, 

York bs, Registery of deeds: 

A true copy as recorded Book 57, page 50. 
Attest : 

Asa L. Ricker, Register, 

Warranty deed from James Sheafe to William Dennett. York sh. Registry of 
deeds. Received October 11, 1794, and recorded in Book 55, page 442. Attest. 
William Frost, register. Executed September 29, 1794. Lay claim or Femald's 
Island. 

Know all men hy thene presents: 

That I, .James Sheafe, of Portsmouth, in the county of Rockingham and State of 
Now Hampshire, merchant, for and in consideration of the sum of five hundred 
2711 11 
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poaiids, lawful money of said State, to me in hand paid before the delivery hereof, 
by William Donnet, of Kittery, in the connty of York and Commonwealth of Mas- 
such aHett^, marriner, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have given, 
granted, bargained, sold, and released, and by these presents do give, grant, bar- 
gain, sell, aliene, releas, convey, and confirm, to him, the said William Dennet, his 
heirs, and assigns, a certain island lying in Piscataqua River, in Kittery, in the 
connty of York and Conuiionwealth of Massachusetts, containing about fifty acres, 
more or less, commonly called Lay claim, or Femald's Island, being- the same which 
I bought of John Fernald: 

To ha ve and to hold the said granted premises, with the appurtenances thereof, to 
hiui the said William Dennett, his heirs and assigns, to his and their only proper 
use, benefit, and behoof forever, I hereby engaging to warrant and defend the said 
granted premises against all claims or demands of any person or persons claiming 
by, from, or under me J and I hereby covenant and agree with the said W^illiam Den- 
nett, his heirs, ex'c'rs, and admin'rs, that in case of eviction I will refund and pay him, 
the said William Dennet, the consideration sum paid me, and I, Sarah, wife of said 
James, do, for the consideration, relinquish my dower and power of thirds in the 
premises. 

In witness whereof wo have hereunto set our hand and seal, this twenty-ninth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four. 

JAMKS ShEAFE. [seal.] 

Sakau Sheafe. [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of us — 

John Pickering. 
Mary Willard. 

State of New Hamiishire, Rockingham, 88. Portsmouth, the 29th day of Septem- 
ber, one tiKmsand seven hundred and ninety-four. Then the above-named James 
&. Sarah personally appearing acknowledged the above- written instrument to be 
their voluntary act and deed. Before me^ — 

John Pickering. 

Jutsice Pea, 

Recorded according to the original received October 11th, 1794. 
Attest: 

Wm. Frost. Begr. 

York liegiairy of deeds : 
A true copy of record Book 55, page 442. 
Attest : 

Asa L. Ricker, Bcgiater. 

Warranty <lecd from William Dennett, jr., to United States of America. York 88, 
Registry of deeds. Received June 13, 1800, and recorded in book 65, page 87. 
Attest. William Frost, register. Executed June 12, 1800. DennetVs Island. 

Know aU men by these prenents: 

That I, William Dennett, jun., of Kittery, in the county of York and common- 
wealth of Mnswachnseits, husbandman, for and in consideration of the sum of five 
thousand tive luindre<l dollars, tome in hand before the delivery hereof well and 
truly i>aid by the Unite<l States of America, the receipt whereof I dohereof acknowl- 
edge, have given, granted, bargained, sold,andby these presents do give,grant,bargain, 
sell, alien, enfeoff, convey, and confirm, unto the said United States of America the 
wh(dc of a certain island, lying in Piseataqua River, in Kittery aforesaid, opposite 
til**, town of Portsmouth, and at the distance of about three-quarters of a mile irom 
said Portsmouth, which island was formerly called Lay Claim Island, afterwards 
Fiirnahl Island, and now called Dennett's Island, and contains fifty acres, be the 
name more or lesSj and is the same I puichaaeOi oi 3'<di.m«& ^Vi^^oiA^aii by his deed. 
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dated 29tli September, 1794, aud recorded, more fully appears, to have and to hold 
the said granted premises, with all the privileges aiidappiii-teuances to the same be- 
longing, to the said United States of America, to their only proper ase aud benefit 
forever; and I, the said William Dennett, juiir., my heirs, executors, and adminis- 
trators, do hereby covenant, grant, and agree to and with the said United States 
that until the delivery hereof I am the lawful owner of the said premises, am seized 
and possessed thereof in my own right in fee simple; and have full power aud law- 
ful authoiity to grant and convey the same in manner aforesaid ; that the snid prom- 
ises are free and clear of all and every incumbrance whatsoever, aud that I, my heirs, 
executors, and administrators shall and will warrant the same to the said United 
States of America against the lawful claims and demauds of any perntm or i)er8ons 
whomsoever. And I, Sarah, wife of the said William, in c<mHi delation of six dol- 
lars paid me, and in token of my consent hereto and release of dower in and to the 
premises above mentioned, have, with the said William, hereunto set our hands and 
seals the twelfth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eitrht hundred. 

William Dennett, Junr. [seal]. 
Sarah Dennett. [seal]. 
Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presense of us — 

Dan'l Waldkon. 
Natu'l T. -Sheafe. 
Jekemiah Smith. 

State of New Hampshire, Rockingham, «9; 12th June, 1800: William Dennett, junr., 
and Sarah Dennett acknowledged the within instrument to be their free act and 
deed. Before 

Jekemiah Smith, 

Justice Peace, 

Recorded according to the origl., received June 13, ISOO. 
Attest: 

Wm. Fjiost, Rigr, 

York, m. Registry of deeds; 
A true copy as recorded. Book 65, page 87. 
Attest: 

Asa L. Rickek, Register, 

(Copy.) 

PoKTSiMon rn, !2th June, ISOO, 
At the request of Jacob Shoafe, esq., naval agent, I have oxaniin<'d tlic title ot 
William Dennett, jr., to the island bearing his name in Piscataqua Kiver, and am of 
opinion that his title is good and that he may lawfully convey the same by deed to 
the United States. 

Jeremiah Smith, 
Atfyfor the Dist, of X, U, 

State of Maine, 

In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two. An act to 
cede to the United States the jurisdiction of Denuets Island, so called, iu Pisca- 
taqua River. 

Be it enacted hg the senate and house of representatives in legislature asscmhled. That 
there be, and hereby Ih, ceded to the United States the juriHdic-tion over Dennets 
Island (ho called), on the east side of Piscata<iua River, within the Stat(< of Maine, 
now belonging to the United States and occupied as a navy-yard: Provided, however f 
That this State shall have (concurrent jurisdiction with the Uuit^^vl ^V\v<v^^ vnnvx '^-ax^ 
inland so far aa that all civil aud criminal pioceaac* w\x\i\ xsAx^viX w^JC^v^nNN:^ vj^ 
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tliis State may bo exocutod on any part of said iHland, or in any building erected on 
tht' same; and that all porHonn residing thereon, not being in the military or marine 
Horvice of the rnitcd States, shall be holden to do military duty in the militia of this 
State iu the H;une way and manner asif the jurisdiction had not been ceded as afore- 
Haid. 

In the House of Representatives, 

February 1, 1822, 
This l)ill having had three several readings passed to be enacted. 

Benjamin Ames^ Speaker, 

In Senate, Fehrnary 2, 1822, 
This bill having two several readings passed to be enacted. 

Daniel Rose, President. 

Fkbuuaky 2, 1822. 
Approved. 

Albion K. Parris. 

A true ropy. 
Attest: 

Arthur Ware, 
Secretary of State, 

Deeds and conveyances of Seaveys Island from 1639 to 1S66, showing the United States 

title to the island. 



Date. 



Apr. 
So]>t. 
May 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Xov. 
J 11 no 

Veh. 
May 
Auir. 
July 
.In 110 
Mar. 
May 

May 
.Tniie 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Julv 



3.1039 

'_>. 

:J. 1(545 i 
1097 
20. 1702 

«. m:i 

10, 172(5 1 
29. 171.") I 

20. 171."» . 
10. 1722 

19. 1710 

21. 1742 ■ 
27, 17.'..') '■ 

7, 1758 ! 

-, 17:ji I 

I 

8. 1747 

20, 1721 
20. 1718 
14. 1721 
14. 1721 
— . 17:{2 



From — 



rharlos. Kinp of Eiipjlaiul. . . 

Sir FonUnsind (Jor^iCH 

Kiclianl Vinos 

Thomas Fornahl 

ToniporarK'O Fornahl 

Sarauel Fornald 

do 

Mary Davis, adniinistralrix 

Saniin l Foriuild. by will 

Suninol r?-ay, inv'y 

Saninol Prav.jr 

do ....* 

do 

do 

Sarali Fornald. adininislra- 
trix of IIor<'ulo.s Fornald. 

Division of, convoyed 

John Konnard 

('harlo.s Kellcy 

John Adams 

Mary Kolloy 

William Hondorson 



To— 



Sir Ferdinand Gorfres. . 

Kichard Vines 

Thomas Fnmell 

Temporanr'e Femald . . 
Samiiol Fornald and others 

Samnol Fernald,jr 

John Davis 

Samuol Pray 

Samuel Feriiald..- 



lioland Jenkins. 

do 

do 

do 



Mar. 20, mi) 
Sopfr. — , 1742 

Doc. 10. 1744 
Nov. 11, 1744 
July 18,17(54 

Anjz. 10, 1773 
July 3, 1794 

July 4, 1794 
July 3, 1794 

Apr. 17. 1797 
Auff. 17. 1773 
Auk. 10, 1709 
Sept. 10,1773 
Oct. 21,1778 



John Hondorson . 
Stephen S«-avoy. . 



Marv and Stephen Seavoy .. 

Hon.jamin Miller '. . . . 

Samuol Fornald. Jr 

William l*opperoll 

(Jathorino Fmory, adminis- 
tratrix of Joseph Jenkins. 

Stoidicn Jenkins 

Division between Jenkins 
and Trolethen. 

Ilonry Trofethou 

lioland Jenkins 

do 



J>ec. 10. 1799 ; William Jenkins . 
Mffy .17, imi I Alice Jenkins . . . , 
Jan. 14, 1804 j Stephm Jenkins. . 



John Fernald 

Stophou So.avoy 

John Adams 

Mary Koll<?y 

Sto.i»hon Soavey 

•John Hondersoii. adminis- 
trator. 

Stoi)hon Seavoy 

Mar^' S«'avey' and son 
Sloidien. administrators. 

lioiijamin Miller 

Stephen Seavoy 

William Pepperoll Spar- 
hawk. 

.7oseT»h Jenkins 

Stephen Jenkins 

ITenrv Trofothon 



Quantity. 



Province 

Two islands ... 



1 acre 100 rotla . 



i acre 

14 J acres 

16 acres 

3 aeros 

1 acre 

4 acres 

HI acres 

17 acres 



16 acres. 



16 acres.. 
104 acres. 

17 acres. . 
49^ acres. 

49.J acres. 
49i acres. 
17'acres. . 



16 acres.. 
10 acres. . 



8 acres. 



I 

Enni<-o Fernald I 8 acres 

.Fosoph J<>nkin8 ' 7 acres 

William .Fonkins 2 acres 

Stephen Jenkins 7 acres 

Alice Jenkins 7 acres 



Stephen Jenkins 2 acres 

JoftopU Jenkins I 7 acres 

J o\m euV.\i\H A \* wftv* ....... 
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Deeds and cmveyanoea of Seaveys Inland from 16S9 to 1860, etc. — Continued. 



Date. 



Apr. — , 1790 



1768 
17e» 
1790 
1784 
1792 
1796 
1803 
1796 
1806 
1813 
1818 
1816 
1796 
1801 
1816 
17W 

\■^\'^ 

|7:'7 



July 

Oct. 

Apr. 

Oct. 

June 

Nov. 

May 

Apr. 

Nov. 

Aug. 

Apr. 

Nov. 

Aug. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

June 

Apr. 

Nov. 

July 
Dec. 
Mar. 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Jmv 
AW- 

1^ 



From— To— 



1837 
186Q 

im 
\m 
im 
im 
im 



Se])t. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
(X-t. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Ot;t. 
Nov, 



29, 
1, 
4, 
4. 
4, 
5, 
6, 



iseo 

1860 

im 
im 
tm 

iSS. 



John Femald, by will. 



Quantity. 



Margaret, and IiIh son 

ArchelaiiH Feniald. 
Henrj Trefetlieu 

John Trt^fcthen 

Ilcnry Treletlien 



John Brown and wife. . . 
Ebonezer Prav and wife 

Henry Trefetlien 

Stephen Seavey 

do I Joliu'Trelethen. . 

do ! JoHiuU l)avi« 

do ! Ann Gibson 

John Trefotheu j Henry Trcfethen 

Ann Gibson ' Jiuiios Day 

James Daj' | Siiinuel l{<)wleB . . 

do i ThoniaH Haven 



Samuel Bowlen . 

Henry Trefethen 

ThomaA and Abigail Card . 

Abigail Canl 

Henry Trefethen 

William Trefethen 

Henry Trefethen, by will. . 



\m 

1806 

laoo 
im 

ISHG 



Roger Deiiriiig," ir . . 
Alexander Ladd | 40 a<Tos 



Thomas Haven 

Eoger Deariug 

Alexander Ladd 

Alfre<l W. Haven 

Thomas A. Sterling ... 

William Morse 

do 

Cushman Prior , 

Stephen S. Spinney 

James Trefethen 

Phebe Abrams 

Charles IL Ladd, adm . . 

James Trefethen , Henry F. Hutchings 

Susan Trefethen L'nited States of Anu^rioa 

Nancy Jenkins ' do 

Jant» Trefethen " GtH>rge B. I'reble 

William D. Jenkins ' Horatio Bridge, U. S. N., 

Samuel C. Dixon United States of America . . 



Henrv Sterling 

Abigail Card 

John Card 

William Trefethen. jr 

William Trefethen 

Jaeol) Cutter 

JMiebe, his wife, for life, 
then to the children. 



8 acres. 



IG aei-es.. 
2 aen*8 . . 
14 ai'res. 
40aen-8. 
2 aeres . . 
40 acres . 



Considertt' 
tion. 



40 acr»'8 . 



square feet 
1,800 square feet 
do 



2 acres, 130 ro<ls . 



Alfred W. Haven L...do 

Roger Deiiring do 

William Tarlton : 1 aere 

J ames Tret ethen ! o, 1 00 sti u are feet 

do ■ do 

John C. l*rior 

Edwin S. Applet»«i 2| acres 

Charlotte M. liridge I 7 acres 

George H. Preble ' 12 aeres 

(hishman Prior and others.' 40 acres 



Cushman Prior . 

George B. Preble 

Ethan A. Locke 

Horatio Hridge 

Charles A. Walker 

Daniel J. Prior 

Henry A. Wise 

u«»^ Thomas A. Sterling . 
IMiSr ^Edwin S. Appleton . . 
im Charles A. Neal 



John Pierre., 
Thomas A. Prior, Als. 
Sarah Prior, guardian. 

Sarah Prior 

William M»>rse 

Daniel Trefethen 

James Trefethen 

John C. Prior 

Henry F. Uut<*hingH. . 

Seth Sterling 

Thomas H. Abrams . . . 

Charles B. Odionie 

Mark F. Went worth. . 

William Tarlton 

Strhool District Xo.K.. 



.do . 
-do . 
.do . 
-do 
-do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
-do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
-do . 
-do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 
.do . 



700 square IV^et. 
0.195 aere 



Cost of Seaveys Island to Unitetl States . 



Abstract •/ decdt* and conreyancen of Femald or Scaiwys Mandj from 1G30 t^> 1S18, 



1. CbarloH, Km^r of Enjjfljuid, to Sir Fenliiiaiul Gorges, of a part or portion of the 
country of America commonly called l»y the iiamt? of New England. The portion of 
the Maine land and ])remiH(\s aforesaid Hhall forever luireafter he called and named 
the province or country of Maine. (April 3, 1639. Court Records Book A, p. 1.) 

2, Sir Ferdinando (iorgtis to Thomas .Tocelin, Richard Vines, Francis Champernon, 
and others, connnissioning them as councillors, and appointing Richard Vines as his 
steward-general. (.Sc^pteniber 2, 1639. Court Ui^v^ot^^ ^ooV k,'^."'^*^ 
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3. Ricliard Vint'S to Thomas Furnell, of Kittery, " two islands lying and being on 
the northeast wide of PiKcata<iua River, commonly called or known by the name of 
Puddiugton Islands." (May 3, 1645. Records of Deeds, B. 1, p. 16.) 

4. AdmiuiHtratioii granted to Temperance Fernald on the estate of her husband, 
Thomas Feniald, late of Kittery, deceased. The inventory of his estate includes an 
island, with a small island adjoining, called Jamaica. (November 3, 16d7. Probate 
Keeords, K. 1, p. 43.) 

5. Temperance Fernald makes an agreement with her surviving children, Samuel 
Fernald, Samuel Fray's wife, Stephen Eastwick's wife, Anne Fernald, Hercules Fer- 
nald, Patience Atkins, Charles Kelly's wife, and Sarah Henderson. 

The said Temperan<-o has eaused a survey to be made of the island, and giveth 
each the privilege of building a house and enclosing land for a garden, not exceed- 
iivr half an acre. (November 20, 1702. l^robate Records, B. 2, p. 37.) 

6. Samuel Fernald conveys to his son, Samuel Fernald, jr., a lot of land on tbe 
island called Fernald's Island whereon I now live, containing 1 acre 100 rods. (No- 
venibca- 6, 1733. Probate Keeords, B. 17, p. 60.) 

7. Samuel Feruabl to John Davis, of i acre on Fernald's Island. (June 10, 1726. 
Probate Reciuds, B. 28, p. 265.) 

8. Mary Davis, adnix. John Davis, to Samuel Pray, of i acre of land on Fernald's 
Island. (Angnst 29, 1745. Probate Records, B. 28, p. 263.) 

9. Samuel Fernald, by will, approved February 20, 1746, devises to his son Samuel 
all right to land I now i)o88e8s on the island. The inventory of his estate includes 
III acres of land. (Probate Records, B. 6, p. 189.) 

10. The inventory of Samuel Pray includes 16 acres of land on Fernald's Island. 
(May 10, 1722. Probate Records, B. 3, p. 86.) 

11. Samuel Pray, jr., to Roland Jenkins, 3 acres of land on Fernald's Island. 
(August 19, 1740. l»robate Records, B. 28, p. 264.) 

12. Same to same, i acre on Femald's Island. (July 24, 1742. Probate Records, 
B. 28, p. 266.) 

13. Same to same, 4 acres on FomahVs Island. (June 27, 1755. Probate Records, 
B. 33, p. 120.) 

14. Same to same, 8f acres on Fernald's Island. (March 7, 1758. Probate Records, 
B. 35, p. 198. 

15. Lett(^rs of administration of estate of Hercules Fernald, granted to Sarah, his 
widow. (May — , 1731. Probate Records, B. 4, p. 10.) 

16. Inventory includes 17 acres of lanil. 

17. Division deed between John, only son of Hercules Fernald, deceased, and Thomas 
Fernald and Sarah his wife, and Sanmel Gunnison and his wife, only daughters of 
deceased, in wbicli the daughters convey to John all their interest in that part of 
Fernald's Island whi(rh behmged to their said father, Hercules Fernald. (May 8, 
1747. Pnd>ate Keeords, B. 7, p. 72.) 

18. John Kennard and Elizabeth, his wife, to Stephen Seavey, quitclaim deed. 

All that i>art of Fernald's Island in Kittery which the said Kennard hath in right 
of his wife who is sole heir of Mrs. Patience Atkins, deceased, who was one of the 
children of Thomas Fernald, deceased, who died seized of said island. The said part 
of said island being about 16 acres. (.lune 20, 1721. Probate Records, B. 12, p. 92.) 

19. Charles Kelley to .fohn Adams, of a lot of land lying on the island of his late 
father-in-law, Thomas Fernald. (March 20, 1718. Probate Records, B.9, p. 54.) 

20. John A<lanis to Mary K(?lley. (March 14, 1721. Probate Records, B. 12, p. 93.) 

21. Mary Kelley only surviving child and heiress of Joanna Kelley, formerly Joanna 
Fernald, a daughter and heir of Thomas Fernald deceased, to Stephen Seavey, of ail 
the land on FernaliVs Island in Kiltery, which belonged to her said mother Joanna, con- 
tainiug ahout 10 acres, (March 14, 1721. Probate Records, B. 12, p. 93). 

22. Lerters of administration granted to John Henderson, of the estate of William 
Henderson. (July — , 1732. Probate Records, B. 4, p. 126. ) 
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23. His inventory includes 16i acres of land on Fernalds Island, .and the court of 
probate decreed that it should be settled upon John Henderson, the only son, he 
paying Sarah, the only daughter, 44 pounds 2 shillings. (Probate Records, B.4, p. 
128.) 

24. John Henderson to Stephen Seavey of about 17 acres of land on Femald's Island, 
being same which belonged to his father, William Henderson, and his mother, Sarah 
Henderson. (March 20, 1730. Probate Records B. 14, p. 169. ) 

25. Letters of administration upon the estate of Stephen Seavey, deceased, granted 
to Mary Seavey, his widow, and Stephen Seavey, his sou, September, 1742. His in- 
ventory includes 49^ acres of land on FemaWs Island. (Probate Records, B. 6, p. 3.) 

26. Mary Seavey and Stephen Seavey, administrators of the estate of Stephen 
Seavey, deceased, convey to Benjamin Miller, jr., the several lots of land onFernaWs 
Island, bought of Charles Kelley, John Kennard, and John Henderson, containing 
about 49i acres. (December 10, 1744. Probate Records, B.25, p. 85.) 

27. Benjamin Miller, quitclaims to Stephen Seavey, jr., the same (49^ acres on Fer- 
nald's Island). November 11, 1744. Probate Records, B. 25, p. 85. Acknowledged 
December 18, 1744.) 

28. Samuel Fernald, jr., to Nathaniel Sparhawk, trustee for William Pepperrell 
Sparhawk. All his part of an island containing about 17 acres, devised to him in 
the will of his late father, Samuel Fernald. July 18, 1764. (Probate Records, B. 38, 
p. 71.) 

29. William Pepperrell to Joseph Jenkins, about 16 acres of land of Femald's Island, 
being same that Samuel Fernald conveyed to him by name of William Pepperrell 
Sparhawk. (August 16, 1773. Probate Records, B. 42, p. 244.) 

30. Catherine Emery, administratrix of estate of Josex)h Jenkins, conveyed same 
to Stephen Jenkins (16 acres). (July 3, 1794. Probate Records, B. 57, p. 44.) 

31. Stephen Jenkins to Henry Trefethen, i of 16 acres on Fernald's Island. (July 
4, 1794. Probata Records, B. 57, p. 45.) 

32. Division deed between Jenkins and Trefethen ; Jenkins takes the northerly half 
of the lot. (July 3, 1794. Probate Records B. 60, p. 71. 

33. Henry Trefethen quitclaims his part to Eunice Fernald, wife of Hercules Fer- 
nald. (April 17, 1797. Probate Records, B. 61, p. 217.) 

34. Roland Jenkins to his son Joseph Jenkins, 7 acres of his homestead on Seaveys 
Island. (August 17, 1773. Probate Records, B. 42, p. 245.) 

35. Roland Jenkins to his son William Jenkins, two acres of land on the island 
where he now. dwelleth. (August 16, 1769. Probate Records, B. 64, p. 168.) 

36. Roland Jenkins to his son Stephen Jenkins, 7 acres of his homestead. (Sep- 
tember 10, 1773. Probate Records, B. 49, p. 186.) 

37. Roland Jenkins to Alice Jenkins, all that part of my homestead which I sold 
to my son Joseph Jenkins ui)on condition of his providing me with 3^ cords of wood 
annually, which wood has not been provided. (October 21, 1778. Probate Records, 
B.55, p. 227.) 

38. William Jenkins to Stephen Jenkins, 2 acres of Seaveys Island, (December 10, 
1799. Probate Records, B. 64, p. 169.) 

39. Alice Jenkins to Joseph Jenkins, 7 acres of land and buildings on Seaveys 
Island. (May 17, 1806. Probate Records, B. 74, p. 255.) 

40. Stephen Jenkins to John Jenkins, 18 acres of land and buildings on Fernald's 
Island, being 2 acres purchased of his brother William, 7 acres of his father Roland, 
and the residue of the administrator of Joseph Jenkins. (January 14, 1804. Pro- 
bate Records, B. 71, p. 38.) 

41. John Fernald by will approved April, 1790, devises to his wife Margaret the 
use of his real estate for her life, and at decease to his sou Archelaus in fee. (Pro- 
bate Records, B. 15, p. 358.) 

42. John Brown and Mary, his wife, to Henry Trefethen, all interestMn a small par- 
cel of land on the easterly end of the island. All which was the right of our ^raud- 
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uiotber Elizabeth East wick, deceased wife of Stephen Eastwick, deceased, aboat 8 
acres. (July 1«, 1768. Probate Kecords, B. 54, p. 83.) 

48. Ebenczcr Pray and Klizalx'th, his wife, as one of the heirs of onr grand- 
mother Elizabeth Eastwick, to Henry Trcfetheu. (October 6, 170B, Probate Kecoids, 
B. 54, p. 84). 

44. Henry Trefethen to John Trefethen, all he pnrchased of John Brown and Eben- 
ezer Pray. (April 5, 1796. Probate Kecords, B. 61, p. 188.) 

45. Stephen Seavey tu Henry 'i'refetlien, 16 acres of lan<l, being part of Feruahrs 
Ishiutl. (October 15, 1784. Probate Records, B. 54, p. 84.) 

46. Stephen Seavey to John Trefethen, 2 acres in Kittery, adjoining land of Henry 
Trefethen and the river. (June 16, 1792. Probate Records, B. 57, p. 56.) 

47. Stephen Seavey to Josiah Davis, 14 acres on Seavey's Island, providing said 
Davis shall furnish hlni with meat, drink, lodging, apparel, etc., daring life. (Novem- 
ber 14, 179(). l^obate Records, B. 60, p. 65. 

48. Stephen Seavey to Ann Gibson, his daughter, of about 40 acres of land on 
Perualds Island, with buildings, being all his real estate on the island. (May 16, 
18011 Probate Records B. 8.S, p. 191.) 

49. John Trefethen to Henry Trefethen of all the land he purchased of Stephen 
Seavey. (April 5, 1796. Probate Records B. 59, p. 186.) 

50. Ann Gibson, widow, to James Day, 40 acres of land on Femalds Island, being 
all the estate conveyed to her by Stephen Seavey May 16, 1803. (November 8, 
1806. Probat(5 Kecord-s B. 75, p. 268.) 

51. James Day to Samuel Bowles of a parcel of land on Fernalds Island. (August 
23, 1813. Probate Records B. 95, p. 84.) 

.52. James Day to Thomas Haven, 40 acres on Fernalds Island, being all the land 
and buildings conveyed to said Day by Ann Gibson, excepting the lot sold to Samnel 
Bowles. (April 6, 1818. Probate Records B. 99, p. 168.) 

53. Samuel Bowles to Henry Sterling of lot and bnildings that he purchased of 
James Day. (November 13, 1816. Probate Records B. 96, p. 192.) 

54. Henry Trefethen to Abigail Card, wife of Thomas Card, of 3,600 square feet in 
Kittery, easterly of Hendersons Point. (August 25, 1796. Probate Records B. 70, 
p. 105.) 

55. Thomas and Abigail Card to John Card, ^ of real estate purchased of Henry 
Trefethen as al>ovc. (April 21, 1801. Probate Recoi-ds B. 70, p. 106.) 

56. Abigail Card, widow, to William Trefethen, jr., of the easterly half of 3,600 feet 
of laud u(^ar Hendersons Point. (April 22, 1816. Probate Records B. 95, p. 21.) 

57. Henry T^ef(^theu to William, his son, i of a tract of land near Hendersons Point, 
with i part ^' where they land wood,'' i part of the cove, and i part of the buildings. 
Also i of the p.asture which formerly belonged to Stephen Seavey. (June 1, 1796. 
Probate Records B. 95, p. 17.) 

58. William Trefetlieu to Jacob Cutter of ^part of real estate, being same convoyed 
to said William by his father Henry. (April 19, 1816. Probate Records B. 95, p. 17.) 

.59. Henry Trefethen, by will approved November, 1797, devised all his real estate 
to his wife. Plu'be for her life, and at her decease to her sons John, Henry, Daniel, 
William, Jani»*s; daughters, Mary Sterling, Sarah Homo, Eunice Femald, Phebe Card. 
(Probate Records B. 17, p. 477.) 

De«Ml from Thoums Haven to Roger Dearing. York, 88. Registry of deeds. Re- 
ceived October 20ih, 186(5, at 2^ h. ik m., and recorded in Book 301, pages 18 and 
20. Attest, Samuel Tri])p, register. Executed July 20th, 1830, Seavey's Island. 

To all 2)t'oph to whom Iheac presents shall come, greeting : 

Know ye. That I, Thomas Haven, of the city of Philadelphia, administrator of the 
estate of James Trefethen, late of Kittery, in the county of York, mariner, deceased, 
having obtained license from the court of probate, holden at South Berwick, 
within and for the said county of York, on tlie ftiat dvxy of February last past, to 
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sell and convey, of the real estate of said doceaBed, to the value of three hundred 
and ton dollars, for the payment of the said deceased's dohts and incidental charges ; 
and having, agreeably to the directions of the said court, given due notice of said 
sale, did, on the fourteenth day of April last past, pursuant to the licence and notice 
aforesaid, sell, at pablic vendue, to Roger Dearing, junr., of Kittery aforesaid, mari- 
ner (he being the highest bidder), real estate, hereafter described, being part of the 
real estate of the said deceased, for the sum of one hundred twenty -one dollars ; 
which vended premises are described as follows, viz, five-eighteenths of a small lot 
of land and half of the storehouse, and tive-eighteenths of the other buildings there- 
on, situated in said Kittery, on Seaveys Island (so called), containing in the whole 
lot two acres one hundred and thirty rods. Bounded : Beginning at the southwest- 
erly corner of land of Daniel Trefethen by the river, and running north eighty -five 
degrees east twelve and a half rods by said DanieFs land ; thence south two degrees 
west by land of James Trefetheu, ten and a half rods; thence bounded easterly by 
the cove, southerly, westerly and northerly by the river, to the bounds flrst begun at. 
The aforesaid parts of said lot and buildings I sell and convey, lying in common with 
Henry Trefethen and others, and subject to the right of dower of widow, Abigail 
Trefethen, in the same. 

Therefore, I, the said Thomas Haven, do by virtue of the power and authority with 
which I am as aforesaid vested, and in consideration of the aforesaid sum of one hun- 
dred twenty-one dollars to me paid by him the said Roger Dearing, jr., the receipt 
whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have given, granted, and sold, and by these pres- 
ents do give, grant, sell, and convey to him, the said Roger Dearing, jr., his heirs and 
assigns forever, the above-described premises, with all the privileges and appurte- 
nances to the same belonging : 

To have and to hold the same in manner as aforesaid, to him, the said Roger Dear- 
ing, jr., his heirs and assigns forever; and I, the said Thomas Haven, in my said 
capacity, do covenant to and with him, the said Roger Dearing, jr., his heii-s and as- 
signs, that the said James Trefethen, deceased, died seized of the above granted 
premises in his own right ; that I as administrator as aforesaid am lawfully seized of 
the same ; that I have good right and lawful authority to sell and convey the same in 
manner as aforesaid ; and tiiat I will warrant, secure, and defend the same granted 
premises to him, the said Roger Dearing, jr., his heirs and assigns, against the law- 
ful claims of all persons holding by or under me. 

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand and seal in my said capacity this twen- 
tieth day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty. 

Thomas Havex. [seal. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of— 
Jacob Siikafe. 
The ADORE Parker. 

York, ««. July 17th, 1830: 

The withiu-named Thomas Haven personally acknowledged the within instrument 
by him subscribed to be his free act and deed. Before me — 

Theodore Parker, 

Justice of the Peuce^ 

Moiiigage deed from Roger Dearing to Alexander Ladd, ex'r. York &%, Registry of 
deeds. Received January 10th, 1837, and recorded in Book 157, pages lOtS and 4. 
Attest: Benjamin J. Herrick, register. Executed December 31st, 1836, Seaveys 
Island. 

Know all men hy these presenUt : 

That I, Roger Dearing, of Kittery, in the county of York, and Stat« of Maine, 
mariner, for and in consideration of the sum of nineteen hundred and fifty-four ^i^^^ 
dollars, to me in hand, before the delivery hereof, well and truly paid by Alexander 
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LufUl, of PortsiHOutb, in the ooiiiity of RoekiiiKliani, and State of New Hampshire, 
iiun'rhnnt, uihI t^xeciitor of the will of Nathaniel A. Haven, late of said PortHmonth, 
merchant. d(*ceaHe<1, the re<*('i|it whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have given, 
granted, bargained, sold, and by these presents do give, grant, bargain, sell, alien, 
eufeoir, convey, and conlirui unto the said Alexander Ladd, in his capacity of exec- 
utor aA uforeAiiid, and to bis successors and assigns forever, in said trust, the whole 
of a certain lot or [larcel of laud with the buildings thereon, situate in said Kittery, 
on ail island in Piseataijua River, now or formerly known by the name of Friendless 
Island, and bounded as follows: Southerly on land late of Henry Trefethrens, 
northerly and easterly on land now or late of Stephen Jenkins, and westerly on 
Piseafaqua River, containing by estimate forty acres, more or less, being all the land 
and buildings (»n said island which I purchased of Thomas Haven, formerly ef said 
Portsnionth, one-half by his deed dated May 4th, 1825, on record, and one-half by his 
deed datctl November 28th, 1828; also on record, together with the honse and land 
purchased by me, and said Thomas Haven of Henry Sterling, as by his deed recorded 
York County records, 33 and 3-1 pages of the 124th book, wil ^appear reference to all 
said deeds Ix'ing had for a more particular description of the premises, being the 
same premises which 1 couveyed to said Thomas Haven by deed of mortgage dated 
November 28th, 1828, recorded York County records 39th page of 132d book, and the 
Hanie which said Thomas Haven by deed of assignment, dated Jannary 27th, 1829, re- 
coiled York County records, 110th page of the 131 book, conveyed to the saidNath'l A. 
Haven, tleceased, excepting and reserving from this conveyance about two and three- 
quarter acres, which I have since conveyed to John Jenkings, to have and to hold the 
said granted premises, with all the privileges and appurtenances to the same be- 
longing, to him, the said Alexander Ladd, in his capacity aforesaid, his successors 
and assigns, to his and their only proper use and benefit forever. And I, the said 
Roger Deariug, my heirs, executors, and admiuistrators, do hereby covenant, grant, 
and agree to and with the said Alexander Ladd, his successors and assigns, that 
until the delivery hereof I am the lawful owner of the said premises and am seized 
and })Osso8sed thereof in my own right in fee simple, and have full power and law- 
ful authority to grant and convey the same in manner aforesaid; that the said prem- 
ises are free and vlvnT of all and every incumbrance whatsoever^ except as aforesaid, 
and that I, niy heirs, executors, and administrators, shall and will warrant the same 
to him, the said Alexander Ladd, in his capacity aforesaid, and to his successors and 
assigns, against the lawful claims and demands of any person or persons whomsoever. 

And I, Lucinda Dearing, wife of said Roger, for the cousideration aforesaid, do 
luMcby relin(iuisli and surren<lor to said Alexander Ladd, executor, his successors or 
assign.-f, all niy riglit and possibility of dower in the above mentioned and described 
l»reniises; provided, nevertheless, and this deed is upon this condition, that if said 
Roger Deariug, liisluiirs or assigns, shall well and truly pay or cause to be jiaid unto 
said Alexander Ladd, executor, his successors or assigns, a certain promissory note 
bearing even ihiiv. herewith and signed by saiil Dearing, payable to said Ladd. ex- 
ecutor, on his order, for the sum of nineteen hundred and fifty-four ,"^'0 dollars, on 
demand, with interest annually until paid, then this deed to be null and void; other- 
wise to reuLain in full force and virtue. 

In witness whereof we, the said Roger Deariug and Lucinda, his wife, have here- 
unto set our hands and seals this thirty-first day of December, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six. 

Roger Dearing. [seal.] 
Lucinda Dkaring. [skax..] 

Sigiied, sealed, and delivered in the presence of — 
Charles Stinsom. 
Robert Page. 
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Statk of Mains, 

Kitterjf, Tori County, 99 : 
The thirty-first day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight huu- 
dred and thirty-six: Then the above-named Roger Dearing and Lucinda, his wife, 
personally appearing, acknowleilged the above written instrument by tliem sub- 
scribed to be their free act and deed, before me. 

Charles Stinsom, 

Justice of Peace. 

Know all men hy these presents : 

That I, Alexander Ladd, within named, in consideration of one dollar to me paid 
by Alfred W. Haven and Eliza W. Haven as trustees of Horace A. Haven and his 
sisters under will of Nathaniel A. Haven, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowl- 
edge, do hereby grant, assign, release, and convey unto the said Alfred and Eliza, 
their heirs and assigns, the premises within conveyed to me in mortgage, and all my 
right, title, interest, and estate in and to the same. To have and to hold the same 
to the said Alfred and Eliza, their heirs and assigns, to them and their use forever. 
And I hereby covenant for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, to and 
with the said Alfred and Eliza, their heirs and assigns, that I will warrant and de- 
fend the same to them, their heirs and assigns, against the lawful clairas and de- 
mands of all i>ersons claimiug by, from, or under me, or estate of Nathaniel A. Haven. 

In witness whereof I have herewith set my hand and seal this 15th March A. D. 
1837. 

Alexander Ladd, [seal.] 
Executor. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of — 
Thomas Haven. 
W. H. Y. Hackktt. 

Nrw Hampshire, Bockingham, ss: 

This 15th March, 1837, personally appeared Alexander Ladd and acknowledged 
the above written instrument by him subscribed to be his voluntary deed, before 
me. 

W. IT. Y. IlACKETT, 

Justice of the Peace. 

Know all men hy these presents : 

That I, the within-named Alfred W. Haven, in consideration of the i)ayment of 
the sum of money named in the conilition of the within deed, do hereby release 
and quitclaim to the within-named Roger Deering, his heirs and assigns, the 
within-mortgaged premises, and all the right and title which I, the said Alfred 
and Eliza W. Haven, within named, have to the same by virtue of the assignment 
on this page by Alexander Liuld, executor, to us, meaning hereby fully to discharge 
and acquit said mortgage, which is recorded on York County records, hook 157, 
pages 103 and 104. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this fifth day of Decem- 
ber, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and forty-tive. 

Alfred W. Haven, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Albert R. Hatch. 

New Hampshire, Rockingham, ss : 

This fifth day of December, A. D., 1845, personally appeared the above-named 
Alfred W. Haven, and acknowledged the above written instrument by him sub- 
scribed to be his voluntary deed, before me. 

Albert R. Hatch, 
Justice of the Peace, 
Discharge of the within mortgage by Alfred W. Haven, assignee. 
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Yorky 88 : liegistry of deeds : 

Kccciyed October 20, 1860, at 2^ o'clk. p. in., aud recorded in book 301, page 21 and 
22. 

Attest: 

Samuel Tripp, 

liegister. 

ARsigiiment of mortgage, Alexander Ladd to Alfred W. Haven and al. 
Yorkf 88 : liegistry of deeds : 

Received October 20, 18HG, at 2| o'clk. p. m., and recorded in book 301, page 20 and 
21. 

Attest: 

Samuel Tripp, 

Register. 

DtM'd. Tlionias A. Sterling to William Tarlton. York, as. Registry of Deeds. Re- 
ceived January 14,1858, at 2h. 40m. p.m., and recorded in book 256, pages 230-2. 
Attest: S. C. Adams, register. Executed January 14th, 1858. Seavey's Island. 
Know all meu hy these presents: 

That I, Thomas A. Sterling, of Kittery, in the county of York and Sint^ of Maine, 
joiner, for and in ccuisideration of the sum of eleven hundred dollars to me in band 
before the delivery hereof, well and truly jjaid by William Tarlton, of Kittery, euunty 
and State aforesaid, yeoman, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have 
given, granted, ])argained, and sold, and by these i)resents do give, grant, bargain, sell, 
alien, enfeoff, convey, and eonfirm, unto the said William Tarlton, his heirs and assigns 
forev(»r. 

A certain lot of land situated on Seaveys Island, in said Kittery, containing one- 
fourth of an acre, be the same more or less, boundeil as follows, A'iz: On the north, 
()ne hundred and ninety-six feet, by land of Samuel Odiorne; easterly, by the road, 
one hundred and fifty-eight feet; south, by land of Edwin S. Apploton, ninety feet; 
west, by the river, fifty-one feet, to the bounds first began at (with a privilege to 
obtain water at the well of said E. S. Appleton), with the buildings thereon stand- 
ing. 

To have and hold the said granted premises, with all the privileges and appurte- 
nances to the same bchmgiug, to him, the said William Tarlton, his heirs and assigns, 
to him and their only pro])er use and benefit forever. And I, the said Thomas A 
Sterling, my heirs, executors, and administrators, do hereby covenant, grant, and 
agree to and with the said William Tarlton, his heirs and assigns, that until the de- 
livery hereof I am the lawful owner of said premises, and am seized and possessed 
thereof in my own right in fee simple, and have full power and lawful authority to 
grant and convey the same in manner aforesaid that the said premises are free aud 
clear of all and every incumbrance whatsoever, and that I and my heirs, execntora, 
and administrators shall and will warrant and defend the same to the said William 
Tarlton, his heirs and assigns, against the lawful claims and demands of any person 
or persons whomsoever. 

The condition of the foregoing deed is such that if the said Thomas A. Sterling, his 
heirs, executors, and administrators, shall well and truly pay unto the said William 
Tarlton, his heirs and assigns, the sum of eleven hundred dollars, with interest until 
paid, on or before the fourteenth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-three, secured by a note bearing even date with these presents, given by nie to 
the said Tarlton, then the foregoing deed and note is to be void and of no effect; oth- 
erwise to remain in full force and virtue. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal the fourteenth day of 
January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty -eight. 

Thomas A. Sterling, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of-— 
Samuel Odiorne. 
8kth Sterunq, 
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State of Maine, Tork, as : 

January 14tli, 1858, personally appearing the above-named Thomas A. Sterling, ac- 
knowledged the foregoing instrument to be his free act and deed. Before me — 

Samuel Odiorne, 
Justice of the Peace. 

I, William Tarlton, the within-named mortgagee, hereby acknowledge satisfaction 
and payment of the debt secured by the within deed of mortgage, and do hereby fully 
discharge the same; and do release all my right, title, and interest in the within 
described real estate to the said Thomas A. Sterling, his heirs and assigns forever. 

Witness my hand and seal October 6th, 1866. 

William^ Tarlton. [seal.] 

Executed and delivered in presence of— 
Francis Bacon. 

State of Maine: 

October 6, 1866, then the said William Tarlton acknowledged the above instrument 
to be his free act and deed. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace, 

York, a». Registry of Deeds ; 

Received October 9th, 1866, at 2h. 40m. p. m., and entered the above release of mort- 
gage in book 256, page 231. 

Attest: 

Samuel Tripp, 

Register, 

Mortgage deed from William Morse to James Trefethen. York, ss. Registry of deeds. 
Received February 17th, 1860, at Ih. 30m. p. m., and recorded in book 268, page 
294. Attest : S. C. Adams, register. Executed February 16th, 1860. Seavey's Is- 
land. 

Know all men hf these presents : 

That I, William Morse, of Kittery, in the State of Maine, iu ccmsideration of three 
hundred and ninety dollars, to me paid by James Trefethen, of said Kittery, the re- 
ceipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, and 
convey unto the said James Trefethen and to his heirs and assigns forever. 

A cei*tain piece of land, with the dwelling house and other buildings thereon, situ- 
ate on the westerly side of Trefethen's Island, in said Kittery, and bounded and de- 
scribed as follows : Beginning on the westerly side of the road on said island at tlio 
corner of Cushman Prior^s land, and running by said Cushman Prior's land at right 
angles with the road eighty-six feet, thence turning a right angle and running 
parallel with said road sixty feet, thence turning a right angle and running parallel 
with the first course eighty-six feet to said road, thence by said road sixty feet to 
the place begun at, containing 5,100 square feet, with a privilege to pass and repass 
over and across the land to the river in a westerly direction, and being the same 
premises which I bought of John Prior by deed recorded in York register, book 261, 
page 119. 

To h^ive and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to 
the said James Trefethen, and to his heirs and assigns, to their use and behoof for- 
ever; and I do covenant with the said James Trefethen and his heirs and assigns that 
I am lawfully seized in fee of the premises, that they are free of all incumbrances, 
that I have gocnl right to sell and convey the same to the said James Trefethen to 
hold as aforesaid, and that I and my heirs will warrant and defend the same to the 
said James Trefethen, and to his heirs and assigns forever, against the lawful claims 
and demands of all persons. 



174 HISTORY OF THE NAVY-YAED AT PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 



Provided ncverJesttf That if the said William Morse or his heirs, executors, or admin* 
istratorH shall pay or eauHc to be paid to the said James Trefetheii, or his heirs or 
assiguH, the Haid siini of three hundred and ninety dollars, with interest annually, in 
six years from date, aeeordinjjj to the tenor of a certain note of even date herewith, 
wherein Haid Morse pnunineH to pay said Trefetheu said sum of three hundred and 
ninety dollars in six years, with interest annnally, then this deed and said note shall 
be A'oid. 

In witness whereof, I, the said William Morse, and I, Emily I. Morse, wife of said 
William Morse, in testimony of my relimiuishment of my right of dower in the above- 
described premises, have hereunto set onr hands and seals this sixteenth day of 
February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty. 

William Morse, [seal.] 
Emily I. Morse, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of— 

Stiixman B. Allen. 

York, ««.• 

February 16th, 1860, personally appeared William Morse, above named, and acknowl- 
edged the above instrument to be his free act and deed. Before, me — 

Stillman B. Allen, 

Justice of the Peace. 

Know all men that I, James Trefethen, the within-named mortgagee, do acknowl- 
edge satisfaction and ])ayment of the debt secured by the within deed of mortgage, 
and do hereby fully discharge said mortgage, this fifteenth day of June, A. D. 1866. 

James Trefethen. 

Witness: 

F. Bacon. 

YOHK, H8. Refiisiry of Deeds : 

The within mortgage deed was cancelled upon the recordsby the mortgagee within 
named August 12th, 1863. > 

October 20, 1866. 

Attest: Samuel Tripp, 

Register, 

Mortgage deed from William Morse to James Trefetlien. York ««. Registry of deeds, 

received February 8tli, 186i, at 8h. a. m., and recorded in book 283, page 154. 

Attest: Samuel Tripp, register. Executed January 8th, 1864, Seaveys Island. 
Know all men by these prvHcnts : 

That 1, William Morse, of Kittery, in the county of York, and State of Maine, in 
consideration of tive hundred dollars paid by James Trefethen, of said Kittery, the 
re,(?el]>t whereof I do liereby acknowl»Hlge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, and 
convey unto said James Trefethen, his heirs and assigns forever, 

A lot of laud with the dwelling house and other buildings thereon, situated on the 
westerly side of Trefetliens Island, in said Kittery, containing 5,100 square feet and 
bounded thus: Coniniencing <m the westerly side of the road on said island at the 
corner of laud of .John Prior, thence running by said Prior's land at aright angle 
with said road ciglity -six feet, then at a right angle eighty-six feet to the road, thence 
by said road sixty feet to the point begun at, with a privilege to pass and repass 
over and across the land to the river in a westerly direction. Intending hereby to 
convey the same real estate which John Prior conveyed to me by deed recorded in 
York Kegistry, book 261, page 119. 

To have and to hold with all the priAileges and api)urtenances thereof, to the said 
.Tames Trefethen, his heirs and assigns, to their use and behoof forever. And I do 
caveimnt with the said Trefethen, his awd that I am lawfully seized in 

fee of the premitiea, that they are free of aH m<i\vm\iTmc,«i», Y\\aiH^ 
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to Bell and convey the same to said Trefethen to hold n» aforesaid; and that I and 
my heirs will warrant and defend the same to the said Trefethen, liis heirs and 
assigns forever, against the lawfnl claims and demands of all persons. 

Provided, neverless, That if the said William Morse, his heiis, executors, or admin- 
istrators, shall pay to the said James Trefethen or his legal representatives the snm 
of five hundred dollars in ftve years from date hereof, with interest annually, 
according to the tenor of a certain promissory note of the same date herewith, given 
by the said Morse to the said Trefethen, or order, for the said sum with interest as 
aforesaid, then this deed and said note sliall be void. 

In witness whereof we, the said William Morse and Emily I.Morse, wife of the 
said William, in testimony of her relinquishment of her right of dower in the 
premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals this eighth day of January, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four. 

William Morse, [heal.] 
Emily J. Mokse. [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of— 
Francis Bacon. 
Daniel A. Hlll. 

State of Maine, York, as : 
January 8, 1864, personally appeared William Morse and acknowledged the above 
• instrument to be his free act and deed. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Pence. 

I, James Trefethen, the within-named mortgagee, acknowledge satisfaction and 
payment of the debt secured by the within deed of mortgage, and do hereby fully 
discharge said mortgage this fifteenth day of November, A. D. 1864. 

James Trefethen. 

York, ss : Begistry of Deeds : 

Received March 8, 1865, at If p. m., and recorded the above discharge of mort gage 
upon the margin of the record of the within deed. Book 283, page 154. 

Attest : 

Samuel Tripp, Register, 

Warranty deed, from Cushman Prior to John C. Prior. York ss: Registry of deeds. 
Received October 20, 1866, at 7 h. p. m. and recorded in book 300, page 42. At- 
test : Samuel Tripp, Register. Executed April 9th, 1864. Seaveys Island. 

Know all men hy these presents : 

That I, Cushman Prior, of Kittery, in the county of York, State of Maine, in com 
slderation of fifty dollars paid by John C. Prior, of said Kittery, the receipt whereof 
I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, and convey unto the 
said John C. Prior, his heirs and assigns forever, a lot of land situated in said Kit- 
tery, on SeaA'eys Island, and bounded as follows, to wit : By the main road over said 
island^ by land of William Morse, by a lane 15 feet wide adjoining land, which 1 
have this day conveyed to Daniel J. Prior, and by land which I have lieretofore con- 
veyed to said John C. Prior, reserving to the owners of lots sold by nic tlie right of 
free passage through said lane. 

To hare and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances tliereof, to 
the said John C. Prior, his heirs and assigns, to their use and behoof forever; and I 
do covenant with the said John C. Prior, his heirs and assigns, that I am lawfully 
seized in fee of the premises; that they are free of all incumbrances; that I have 
good right to sell and convey the same to the said John C. Prior to hold as afore- 
said, and that I and my heirs will warrant and defend the same to the said John C. 
Prior and assigns forever against the lawful claims aiiidL ^em'dAX'^Sk q1 ^\.<^vs\^^« 
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In witness whoreof, we, the said Cnshman Prior and Deborah R. Prior, wife of the 
Siiid Cnshman, in testimony of her relinquishment of her right of dower in the 
above-described premises, liavr hereunto set our hands and seals this ninth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four. 

CrsHMAN Prior, [bkal.] 
Deborah Prior, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Francis Bacon. 
Sarah R. Prior. 

State of Maine, York, 88 : 

April 9, 186-1, personally appeared Cushnian Prior and acknowledged the above 
instrument to be his free act and deed. Before me. 

Francis Bacox, 

Justice of the Peace, 

Quit-claim deed from Stephen S. Spinney to Edwin S. Appleton. York 88, Registry 
of deeds. Received October 20, 1866, at 7 h. p. m., and recorded in book 297, page 
53i^. Attest, Samuel Tripp, register. Executed July 26, 1866. Seavey's Island. 

Know aJl men hy thene presents: 

That we, Stephen S. Spinney, Meshach T. Spinney, Sarah A. W. Spinney, and 
Pannela Bowdeii, wife of Henry Bowden, all of Kittery, in the State of Maine, in 
consideration of one dollar paid by Edwin S. Appleton, of said Kittery, the re- 
ceipt whereof we do hereby acknowledge, do hereby remise, release, bargain, sell, 
and convey, and forever quit claim unto the said Edwin S. Api)leton, his heirs and 
assignH forever, all our right, title, and interest in and to a lot of land on Seaveys 
Island, in said Kittery, containing about two and three-quarters acres, with the 
buildings thereon, being the same premises conv^eyed by Ezra H. Willard to our late 
father, Joseph H. Spinney, deceased, by deed of mortgage dated May 26, 1836, and 
recorded in York Registry Book 155, page 242. It being our purpose by this convey- 
ance to discharges said mortgage, the debt secured thereby having been fully paid 
and satisiied, our right in the premises having accrued to us as children and heirs 
at law of the said deceased. 

To have and to hold the same, together with all the privileges and appurtenances 
thereto belonging, to him, the said Edwin S. Appleton, his heirs and assigns forever, 
and we do covenant with the said Edwin S. Api)let'On, his heirs and assigns, that we 
will warrsnit and forever deftmd the premises to the said Edwin S. Appleton, his 
heirs and assigns forever, against the lawful claims and demands of all persons 
claiming by, through, or under us. 

lu witness whereof, we, the said Stephen, Meshach, Sarah, and Parmela, have 
hereunto set our hands and seals this twenty-sixth day of July, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

Stephen S. Spinney. [seal.] 
Meshach T. Spinney. [seal.] 
Sarah A. W. Spinney, [seal.] 
Parmela A. Bowden. [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Francls Bacon. 

State op Maine, York, Yorky ss : 

JiTLY 26, 1866. 

Personally appeared Stephen S. Spinney and acknowledged the above instrument 
to bo his free act and deed. Before me — 

FitANcis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace, 
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Quitclaim deed from James Trefetheu to Charlotte M. Bridge. York «». registry of 
deeds. Received October 20, 1866, at 7h. p. m., and recorded in book 297, page 534. 
Attest : Samael Tripp, register. Executed July 27th, 1866. Seaveys Island. 

Knmo all men by these presents : 

That I, James Trefetheu, of Kittery, in the county of York, State of Maine, in con- 
sideration of one dollar paid by Charlotte M. Bridge, wife of Horatio Bridge, of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowl- 
edge, do hereby remise, release, bargain, sell, and convey, and forever ((uitclaim unto 
the said Charlotte M. Bridge, his heirs and assigns forever, all my right, tith^, aud 
interest in and to a lot of laud containing about seven acres, aud the l)uildiug8 there- 
on, situated on Seaveys Island, in said Kittery, being the same premises conveyed to 
me by Mary B. Jenkins, by deed of mortgage, dated March 9, 1841, and recorded in 
York registry book 172, page 48, it being my purpose by this convey a uce to discharge 
said mortgage, the debt secured thereby having been fully paid and satisfied. 

To have and to hold the same, together with all the privileges aud appurtenances 
thereto belonging, to the said Charlotte M. Bridge, her heirs aud assigns forever. 
And I do covenant with the said Charlotte M. Bridge, her heirs aud assigns, that I 
will warrant and forever defend the premises to the said Charlotte M. Bridge, her 
heirs and assigns forever, against the lawful claims and demands of all persons claim- 
ing by, through, or under me. 

In witness whereof I, the said James Trefetheu, have hereunto set my hand and 
seal this twenty-seventh day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-six. 

James Trefethen. [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Francis Bacon. 

State of Maine, York, M.- 
July 27, 1866, personally appeared James Trefetheu and acknowledged the above 

instrument to be his free act and deed. 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace, 

Quitclaim deed from Phebe Abrams to George B. Preble, York ss. registry of deeds. 
Received October 20, 1866, at 7h. p. m., aud recorded in book 297, page 531. Attest: 
Samuel Tripp, register. Executed July 28th, 1866. Seaveys Island. 

Knoto all men hy th^se presents : 

That I, Phebe Abrams, of Portsmouth, County of Rockingham and State of New 
Hampshire, in consideration of one doUarto me paid by George B. Preble, of Kittery, 
York County, and State of Maine, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do 
hereby remise, release, bargain, sell, and convey and forever (quitclaim unto the 
said George B. Preble, his heirs and assigns forever, all my right, title, and interest 
in and to dower in aud to the following described real estate in the town of Kittery, 
county and State aforesaid, viz., the island known as Jamaica Inland, being one of 
the islands in the Piscatai^ua River, with all the buildings thereon, and all the ap- 
purtenances thereto belonging, and containing about 12 acres, more or less. Also 
my right of dower to a lot of laud on Seaveys Island, a<\ioining said Jamaica l8lan<l, 
and containing seven acres, more or less, and known by the name of Jamaica Point, of 
which my husband, John Abrams, was heretofore seized and by him convoyed to Esaias 
Preble, as will appear by his deed in York Coimty records, book 170, pages 77 and 78, 
reference being had thereto. 

To have and to hold the same, together with all the privileges and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging, to him, the said George B, Preble, his heirs and assigns forever. 
And I do covenant with the said George B. Preble, his heirs and assigns, that I will 
warrant and forever defend the premises to him, the said George B. Preble^ his hci.i:cv 
2711 12 
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and assigns forever, against the lawful claims and demands of all persons claiming 
by, through, or under me. 

In witness whereof we, the said Phebe Abrains and John Abrams, husband of the 
said Phebe, who joins in this deed in token of his consent to the above release, have 
hereunto set our hands and seals this twenty-eighth day of July, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

PHEBR ABRA.MS. (.SEAL.] 

John Abrams. [seal.] ^ 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
J. M. Edmonds. 
State of New Hampsiiike, liockivgham, 88 : 

July 28, 1866, personally appearo<l Phebe Abrauis and John Abrams, and acknowl- 
edged the above instrument to be their free act and deed. Before me. 

J. M. Edmonds, 

Justice of the Peace, 

Deed from Charles H. Ladd, adm*r, to Cushniau Prior and als. York 88. registry of 
deeds. Received October 20, 1866, at 7h. p. m., and recorded in book 301, pages 
17 and 18. Attest: Samuel Tripp, register. Executed July 30th, 1866, Seaveys 
Island. 

Know all men hy thene presents: 

That I, Charles H. Ladd, adiuiuistnitor de bonis non of the estate of Nathaniel 
A. Haven, lat^ of Portsmouth, in the State of New Uompshire, deceased, in consid- 
eration of one dollar paid by Cnsliman Prior, of Strathan, in said State, and John 
Prior, of said Strathan, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby 
release and quitclaim unto the said Cushman Prior and John Prior, their heirs and 
assigns forever: 

All that parcel of land, containing about forty acres, and that lot of land and house 
situat'cd on Seaveys Island, in Kittery, in the State of Maine, which one Roger 
Deering conveyed to Thomas Haven by deed of mortgage dated November 28, 182S, 
and recorded in York County registry book 132, page 39; it being my intention 
hereby to discharge said mortgage, the same having been assigned to the said Na- 
tlianiel A. Haven in his lifetime by the said Thomas Haven, and the debt secured 
thereby having been paid and satisfied, and the premises having been conveyed by 
said Deering to the said Cushman and John Prior. 

To have and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to 
the said Cushman and Jolin Prior, their heirs and assigns, to their use and behoof 
forever. 

In witness whereof I, the said Charles H. Ladd, have hereunto set my hand and 
seal this thirtieth (:W)th) day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-six. 

Charles H. Ladd, [seal.] 
Admr. de bonis nan. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Francis Bacon. 

State of Maine, York, 88 : 

July 30, 1866, personally appeared Charles H. Ladd, and acknowledged the above 
iustrmnent to be his free act and deed. Before me. 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace, 

Warranty deed from James Trefethen to Henry F. Hutchings, York ss, registry of 
deeds. Received October 20, 1S66, at 7h. p. m., and recorded in book 300, page 41. 
Attest : Samuel Tripp, register. Executed August 2d, 1866. Seaveys Island. 

Know all nien by these presenUt : 
That I, James Trefethen, of Kittery, in the county of York and State of Maine^ in 
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consideration of one hundred dollars paid by Henry F. Hutchings, of said Kittery., 
the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, gr^nt, bargain, sell, 
and convey unto the said Henry F. Hiitchings, his heirs and assigns forever : 

A lot of land situated on Seavey's Island, in said Kittery, being the same lot upon 
which the brick house stands which was built by the said Hatchings, and which he 
now occupies as a residence. Said lot is bounded southerly and westerly by the 
highway, northerly by land of Daniel Trefethen, and easterly by my land. 

To have and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to 
the said Henry F. Hutchings, his heirs and assigns, to their use and behoof forever. 
And I do covenant with the said Henry F. Hutchings, his heirs and assigns, that I 
am lawfully seized in fee of the premises; that they are free of all incumbrances; 
that I have good right to sell and convey the same to the said Henry F. Hutchings, 
to hold as aforesaid, and that I and my heirs will warrant and defend the same to the 
said Henry F. Hutchings, his heirs and assigns forever, against the lawful claims 
and demands of all persons. 

In witness whereof we, the said James Trefethen, and Eunice, wife of the said 
James Trefethen, in testimony of her relinquishment of her right of dower in the 
above-described premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals, this second day ot 
August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

James Thefethkn. [seal.] 
Eunice X Trefethen. [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Francis Bacon. 

State of Maine, York, ss: 

August 2, 1866, personally appeared James Trefethen, and acknowledged the above 
instrument to be his free act and deed. Before me. 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace. 

Quitclaim dped from Susan Trefethen to United States of America. York, ««. 
Registry of deeds. Received October 20, 1866, at 7h. p. m., and recorded in book 
297, page 535. Attest: Samuel Tripp, register. Executed August 2d, 1866. Seaveys 
Island. 

Know all men hy these presents: 

That I, Susan Trefethen, widow of William Trefethen, late of Kittery, in the county 
of York, State of Maine, in consideration of one dollar, paid by Augustus H. Gilman, 
agent of the United States of America, the receipt wliereof I do hereby acknowledge, 
do hereby remise, release, bargain, sell, and convey, and forever quilrJaini unto the 
said United States of America, and their assigns forever, all my right, title, and in- 
terest in and to any and all real estate on Seaveys Island in said Kittery; and I do 
especially release and quitclaim unto the said United States of America my right of 
dower in the pasture and other real estate described in a deed from Henry Trefethen 
to the said William Trefethen, dated June 1, 1796, and recorde<l in York registry of 
deeds, book 95, page 17, and also my right of dower in and to any other portion of 
said island. 

To have and to hold the same, together with all the privileges and appurtenances 
thereimto belonging to the said United States of America and their Jissigns forever. 

In witness whereof 1, the said Susan Trefethen, have hereunto set my hand and 
seal this second day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-six. 

' Susan (her x mark) Trefethen. [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Francis Bacon. 
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State of Maine, Tori; 88 : 

August 2, 1866, personally apj>carr<l Susan Trefotben and acknowledged the above 
iufitriuiient to be ber free act and deed. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace. 

Quitclaim deed from Nancy Jenkins to United States of America. York, ««. Reg- 
istry of deeds. Received October 2(>, 1866, at 7 b. p. m. and recorded in book 297, 
page 536. Attest : Samuel Trii»p, register. Executed August 8th, 1866. Seaveys 
Island. 

Khoiv all men hy these presents : 

That I, Nancy Jenkins, widow of John Jenkins, late of Kittery, in the county of 
York, deceased, in consideration of one dollar paid by Augustus H. Gilman, agent of 
the United States of America, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby 
remise, release, bargain, sell, and convey and forever quitclaim, unto the said United 
States of America and their assigns forever, all my right, title, and interest in and 
to all lots of land and buildings situated and being on Seaveye Island, so called, in 
the riscataqua River, within said town of Kittery, and all my right, title, and in- 
terest in and to said island or any portion thereof, intending particularly to release 
and relinquish to said United States of America my right of dower in and to the 
same, and more especially my right of dower in the real estate which my husband, 
the said John Jenkins, convoyed to Samuel Odionie by deed dated August 21, 1840, 
and recorded in York registry book 182, pages 263, 264. 

To have and to hold the same, together with all the i>rivileges and appurtenances 
thereto belonging, to the said United States of America and their assigns forever. 

In witness whereof I, the said Nancy Jenkins, have hereunto set my hand and seal 
this eiglith day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hnndi*ed and 
sixty- six. 

Nancy Jenkins, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
M. F. Wentwortii. 
Sakaii p. Jenkins. 

State of Maine, Tork,8s: 

August S, 1866, i^ei'Honally appeared Nancy Jenkins and acknowledged the above 
to be her free act and deed. Before me — 

FiiANcis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace. 

Quitclaim deed from Jane Trefethen to George B. Preble. York, ss. Registry of 
deeds. Keceivcid October 20, 1866, at 7 h. p. m., and recorded in book 297, page 
532. Attest : Sanmel Tripp, register. Executed August 14th, 1866. Seaveyy Island. 

Know all men hy tliene presents : 

That I, Jane Tn^fethen, of Cambridge, in the State of Massachusetts, widow of 
Henry Trefethen, late of Portsmouth, in the State of New Hampshire, deceased, in 
consideration of one dollar paid by Gh'orge B. Preble, of Kittery, in the State of 
Maine, the receipt whereof 1 do hereby acknowledge, do hereby remise, release, bar- 
gain, sell, and convey, and forever quitclaim unto the said George B. Preble, his 
heirs and assigns forcn er, all my right, title, and interest in and to any and all real 
estate? situate on Seaveys Island, so called, hi the Piscataqua Kiver, within the said 
town of Kittery, in tendiny particularly to reh'swe Jind relinquish to the said Preble 
my right of dower in and to the real estate which my late husband, the said H»»nry 
TrefptheU; with others, conveyed to Thonnw Trefethen by deed, dat«d Ajiril 21, 1828, 
iiml recorded in York County registry of d©^iOLB,'\)ook\^'2,'^^^'ft233» 
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To "have and to h^ld the same, together with all the privileges and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging to him, the said George B. Preble, his heirs and assigns forever. 

In witness whereof I, the said Jane Trefethen, have hereunto set my hand and 
seal this fourteenth day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty-six. 

Jane (her x mark) Trefethen. [seal.] 

Signe<l, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Francis Bacon. 

State of Maine, York, 88 : 

August 17, 1866, personally appeared Jane Trefethen and acknowledged the above 
instrument to be her free act and deed. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace. 

Deed from William D. Jenkins to Horatio Bridge, U. S. N. York, 88. Registry of deeds. 
Received November 7, 1866, at 9 h. 30 m. a. m., and recorded in book 301, p. 59, 60. 
Attest : Samuel Tripp, register. Executed August 31st, 1866. Seaveys Island. 

Know all men by these presents : 

That 1, William D. Jenkins, of the United States Navy, now stationed at the 
Brooklyn navy-yard, in the State of New York, carpenter, in consideration of the 
sum of six hundred and forty dollars, paid by Horatio Bridge, of the United States 
Navy, and now stationed at Washington, D. C, paymaster, the receipt whereof I do 
hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, and convey unto the said 
Horatio Bridge and to his heirs and assigns forever, 

A certain lot of land situated on Seaveys Island, in the town of Kittery, within the 
State of Maine, about 23 by 30 feet, and containing about seven hundred square feet, 
bounded on three sides by land of said Bridge, and on one side by land of Henry A. 
Wise, the same being a burying-ground, and formerly used by the Jenkins family as 
a family burying i)lace ; and the said William D. Jenkins hereby relinquishes all right 
in the above-named premises to use or occupy the same for any i)uri)ose of sei)iil(?hcr 
or interment whatever, and hereby agrees to remove all bodies buried therein at his 
own expense before the first day of May next. 

To hare and to hold the aforegi'anted and bargained promises, with all the privileges 
and apinirteuances thereof, to the said Horatio Bridge and his heirs and assigns, to 
their use and behoof forever. And I do covenant with the said Ilonitio Bridge and 
his heirs and assigns that I am lawfully seized in fee of the prei^ises ; that they are 
free of all incumbrances; that I have good right to sell and convey the same to the 
said Horatio Bridge to hold as aforesaid, and that I and my heirs shall and will 
warrant and defend the same to the said Horatio Bridge and to his heirs and assigns 
forever against the lawful claims and demands of all persons. 

In witness whereof I, the said William D. Jenkins, have hereunto set my hand aud 
seal this thirty-first day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred aud sixty-six. 

W. D. Jenkins, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
J. H. Havens. 

J. H. BURRELL. 

State op New York, County of Kings, as: 

August 31, 1866, personally appeare<l the above-named William D. Jenkins and 
acknowledged the above instrument to be his free act and deed. Before me — 

J. H. Havens, 
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WArraiity deed from Samuel C. Dixon and wife to United States of America. York, 89. 
Regintry of deeds. Received October 2, 1866, at 3 h. 40 m., p. m., and recorded in 
book 300, page 32. Attest, Samuel Tripp, register. Executed September 29th, 
1866. Seaveys Island. 

Know all men by these presents: 

That we, Samuel C. Dixon and Lucy M. Dixon, his wife, in her own right, of Strat- 
han, ill the State of New Hampshire, in consideration of thirty-seven hundred and 
eighty dollars and eighty cents, paid by Augustus H. Oilman, agent for the United 
States of America,^' the receipt whereof we do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, 
grant, bargain, sell, and convey unto the said United States of America " and 
assigns, forever. 

All lot« of land and ))uildings owned by us, or either of us, situated and being on 
an island called Seaveys Island, in the Piscataqua River, within the town of Kittery 
and State of Maine, and all the right, title, and interest which we or either of us 
have in and to said island, or any ])ortion thereof, w4iatever said interest may be, 
whcthi'r in fee simple, reversion, remainder, exi)eetancy, dower, or curtsy, and how- 
ever we may have acquired the same, whether by purchase, gift, descent, device, or 
occupation. Intending especially to include in this conveyance lot numbered seven 
(7), as delineated on a plan of said island, made by B. F. Chandler, esq., civil en- 
gineer of tbe Kittery navy-yard, and recorde<l in York registry of deeds, plan book 
No. 1, page 69, and to in(?lnde the lot of land conveyed to said Samuel by James l>e- 
fetlien, by deed recorded in said registry book 248, page 475. Together with all rights 
of wharfage and of landing, and all aquatic ai|^l riparian rights pertaining to said 
lots, and our rights of passage in the road crossing said island, and all our right, 
title, and interest in and to the bridge connecting the said island with the said 
navy-yard. 

To hare and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to 
the said '^United States of America,'^ and assigns,' to their use and behoof forcA^er. 
And we do covenant with the said "United Stat^js of America," and assigns, that we 
are lawfully seized in fee of the premises, that they are free of all incumbrances, 
that we have good right to sell and convey the same to the said United States of 
America to hold as aforesaid, and that we and our heirs will watrant and defend the 
same to tlie said "United States of America^' and assigns forever, against the law- 
ful claims and demands of all persons. 

In witness whereof we, the said Samuel C. Dixon and Lucy M. Dixon, have here- 
unto set onr hands and seals this twenty-ninth day of September, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

Samuel C. Dixon, [seal.] 
Lucy M. Dixon. [skai..] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— - 
Fkaxcis Bacox. 
M. F. Wentwuuth. 

State of Maine, Yorky ss: 

September 29, 1866. 
Personally appeared Samuel C. Dixon and Lucy M. Dixon,4and acknowledged the 
above instrument to be their free act and deed. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace. 

Warranty deed from Cushman Prior to United States of America. York, ss. Regis- 
try of deeds. Received October 2, 1866, at 3 h. 40 m., p. m., and recorded in book 
300, page 31. Attest, Samuel Tripp, register. Executed September 29th, 1866. 
Seaveys Inland. 

Know all men hy these presents; 
That I, Cuahman Prior, of Strathan, in the^tate '^\%\nL'<^^\i^^\\\.Qonaidera- 
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tion of fiffcy-six hundred and seventy-ono dollars and twenty cents, paid by Au- 
gnstnsH. Gilmau, agent for the "United States of America,'' the receipt whereof we 
do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, and convey unto the 
said United States of America and assigns, forever. 

All lots of land and buildings owned by me, situated and being on an island called 
Seaveys Island, in the Piscataqua River, within the town of Kittery, in the State of 
Maine, and all the right, title, and interest which I have in and to said island, or any 
portion thereof, whatever said interest may be, whether in fee simple, reversion, 
remainder, or expectancy, and however I may have acquired the same, whether by 
purchase, gift, descent, devise, or occupation. Intending especially to include in this 
conveyance lots numbered four (4) and t^,n (10) as delineated on a plan of said island 
made by B. F. Chandler, esq., civil engineer of the Kittery navy-yard, and recorded 
in the registry of deeds for the county of York, plan book No. 1, page 69. 

Together with all right.s of wharfage and of landing, and all aquatic and riparian 
rights pertaining to said lots, and my rights of passage in the road crossing the said 
island, and all my right, title, and interest in and to the bridge connecting the said 
island with the said navy-yard. 

To have and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to 
the said " United States of America " and assigns, to their use and behoof forever, 
and I do covenant with the said '^United States of America" and assigns that I 
am lawfully seized in fee of the premises; that they are free of all incumbrances; 
that I have good right to sell and convey the same to the said *MJnited States of 
America," to hold as aforesaid, and that I and my heii*s will wan-anl and defend the 
same to the said '^United States of America," and assigns forever, against the law- 
ful claims and demands of all persons. 

In witness whereof, we the said Cushman Prior and Deborah R. Prior, wife of 
the said Cushman Prior, in testimony of her relinquishment of her right of dower 
in the above-described premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals this twenty- 
ninth day of Sei)tember, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
six. 

Cushman Prior. [seal.] 
Deborah R. Prior, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
M. F. Wkntworth. 
Francis Bacon. 
State of Maine, Yorlj ss: 

September 29, 1806, personally appeared Cushman Prior and Deborah R. Prior and 
acknowledged the above instrument to be their free act and deeil. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace. 

Warranty deed from George B. Preble to United States of America. York, ss. Reg- 
istry of deeds. Received October 2, 1866, at 3 h. 40 m., p. m., and recorded in 
Book 300, p. 30. Attest, Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October Ist, 1866. 
Seaveys Island. 

Know all men by these presents : 

That I, George B. Preble, of Kittery, in the county of York and State of Maine, in 
consideration of eighteen hundred and ninety dollars and forty cents, paid by Augustus 
H. Gilnian, agent for the United States of America," the receipt whereof Ido hereby 
acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, and convey unto the said United 
States of America" and assigns, forever. 

All lots of land and buildings owned by me, situated and being on an island called 
Seaveys Island, in the Piscataqua River, within the said town of Kittery, and all the 
right, title, and interest which I have in and to said island, or any portion thereof, what- 
ever said interest may be, whether in fee simple, XQVQY%\ou,T«k\Afii\Ti^«L^Q'L^^ 
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and lio\v(»vor I inn y liavo. acquired the ftnme, whether by purrhaso, gift, deHcent, deA'iHe, 
ur ocfupiition. lutvinUuy enprnaU^ to include in this conveyance lot nnmbered one 

(I) , UR delint^ated on a plan of said inland nnule hy li. F. Chandler, esq., civil engi- 
neer ot* thc! Kit tery navy-yard, and recorded in the registry of deeds for said county 
of York, plan book No. 1, page tiO. 

ToyHher with all rights of wharfage and of landing, and all aquatic and ripariau 
riglits pertaining to said lot, and my right of passage in the roa<l crossing the said 
island, and all my right, title, and interest in the bridge connecting said ishind with 
the said navy-yard; not meaning hereby to convey the Island on which I now reside 
called Jamaica or Preble's Island. 

To hare ami to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, t-o 
the said I'nitcd States of America" and assigns, to their use and behoof forever ; and 
I do covenant with the said United States of America " and assigns that I am lawfully 
seized in fee of the jn-emises; that they are free of all incumbrances; that I have 
good right to sell and convey the same to the said United States of America to hold 
as aforesaid. 

And that I and my heirs will warrant and defend the same to the said "United States 
of America and assigns forever against the lawful claims and demands of all persons. 

In witness wher«M)f we, the said George B. Preble and Harriet E. Preble, wife of 
the Hfti«l (jtcorgt^ B. Preble, in testimony of her relinquishment of her right of dower 
in the above-dcsi ribed premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals this lirHt day 
of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

Geor(3E B. Preblk. [seal.] 
Harriet E. Preblk. [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
(To both.) 

Francis Bacon. 

Statf. of Maine, Yorl; 88: 

October 1, 18G«>, personally appeared George B. Preble and Harriet E. Preble and 
acknowledged the above instrument to be their free act and deed. Before nie — 

Francis Bacon, 
Just ice of the Peace. 

Warranty deed from Ethan A. Locke and Wife to XTnited States of America. York, 88. 
KeglHtry of deeds. Keoeived October 9, 18G6, at 2h. lOm., )». m., and recorded in 
book :3lM), page 33. Attest: Sauiuel Tripp, register. Executed OctolnT 4th, 1866. 
►Seaveys Island. 

Know all men by time pre8eni8: 

That we, Ethan A. Locke and Lydia F. Locke, his wife (in her own right), of Kit- 
tery, in tlie county of York and State of Maine, in consideration of thi-ee thousand 
and twenty-four dolhirs and sixty- four cents, paid by Augustus H. Oilman, agent for 
the Tnited States of Ameri(!a, tlie receijit whereof we do hereby acknowledge, 
do her(^l)y give, grant, bargain, sell, and convey unto the said United States of 
America and assigns, forever, 

All lota of land and buildings owned by ns, or either of us, situated and being on 
an island called Seaveys Island in the PiscataquaKiver within said town of Kittery, 
and all the right, title, and interest which we or either of us have in and to said 
island or any })ortion thereof, whati^vcr said interest may be, whether in fee simple, 
reversion, remainder, expectancy, dower, or curtesy, and however we may have ac- 
quired the same, whether by purchase, gift, descent, devise, occupation, or by oper- 
ation of law. Intending especially to incbub^ in this conveyance lot numbered fourteen 

(II ) as delineated on a plan of said island made by B. F. Chandler, esq., civil engineer, 
of the Kittery navy-yard, an<l recorded in tint registry of deeds for said county, plan 
book No. 1, page 69. 
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Together with all rights of wharfage aud of landing and all aquatic and riparian 
rights pertaining to the said lot, and onr rights of passage in the road crossing said 
island^ and all our right, title, and interest in and to the hridge connecting said 
island with the navy-yard. 

To have and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to 
the said United States of America and assigns, to their use aud hehoof i brever. And 
we do coA^enant with the said United States of America and assigns, that we are 
lawfully seized in fee of the premises; that they are free of all incumbrances; that we 
have a good right to sell and convey the same to the said United States of Aiiierica 
to hold as aforesaid. And that we and our heirs will warrant and defend the same to 
the said United States of America and assigns forever, against the lawful claims 
and demands of all persons. 

In witness whereof we, tlie said Ethan A. Locke and Lydia F. Locke, have here- 
unto set our hands and seals this fourth day of October, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

Ethan A. Locke, [seal.] 
Lydia F. Locke, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of— 
Francis Bacon. 
John H. Cueever. 

State of Maine, Yoi% ss: 

October 4, 1866, personally appeared Ethan A. Locke and Lydia F. Locke and ac- 
knowledged the above instrument to be their free act and deed. Before mo — 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace, 

Warranty deed from Horatio Bridge and wife to United States of America. York, 
8S. Registry of deeds, received October 9, 1866, at 2 h. 40 m., p. m., and recorded in 
book 300, p. 37. Attest: Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October 4tli, 1866, 
Seaveys Island. 

Know all men by these presents : 

That we, Horatio Bridge and Charlotte M. Bridge, his wife (in her own right), of 
Washington in the District of Columbia, in consideration of seventeen thousand nine 
hundred and fifty-nine dollars, paid by Augustus H. Oilman, agent for the United 
States of America, the receipt whereof we do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, 
grant, bargain, sell, and ccmvey unto the said United States of America, and assigns, 
forever, 

^{{lots of land and buildings owned by us or either of us, situated on an island 
callecl Seaveys Island, in the Piscataqna River, within the town of Kittery, in the 
State of Maine. And all the right, title, and interest which we, or either of us have 
in and to said island or any portion thereof, whatever said interest may be, whether 
in fee 8im])le, reversion, remainder, dower, or curtsey. And however we may have 
acquired the same, whether by purchase, gift, devise, descent, occupation, or by op- 
eration of law. Intending especially to include in this conveyance lot numbered two 
(2) as delineated on a plan of said island, made by B. F. Chandler, esq., civil engineer 
of the Kittery navy-yard, and recorded in the registry of deeds for the county of Xoi'k, 
plan book. No. 1, page 69. 

Together with all rights of wharfage, and of landing, and all aciuatic and ri]>arian 
rights pertaining to said lot, and our right of passage in the road crossing said is- 
land, as well as the reversion thereof, aud all our right, title, and interest in and to 
the bridge connecting the said island with the navy-yard, reserving the right to 
occupy the premises aud retain possession thereof until the first day of February A. 
D., 1867. 
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To hare and 1o /mZrfthesjiiuo, with all the privile«reR and appuTteuaiiccs thereof to the 
said United States of Anieriea and nHAi^iH, to their use and behoof forever, and 
we do eovenani with the said United States of America, and assignB that we are 
lawfully seized in fee of the ]>reniise8 ; that they are free of all incumbrances ; that 
we have good right to sell and convey the same to the said United States of 
America to hold as albresaid, and that we and our heira will trarrani and d^end the 
same to t.he said Uuit<^d States of America and assigns forever, against the lawful 
claims and demands of all ]ier80us. 

In witness whereof we, the said Horatio Bridge and Charhitte M. Bridge, have 
hereunto set our han<ls and seals this fourth day of October, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

Hokaho Baidoe. [seal.] 
Charlotte M. Bbidob. [seal.] 
Signed, sealed, and delixered in the presence of— 
Fran'ois Bacon. 

JOUN H. CllEKVKR. 

State of Malxe, York, 98. : 

October 4, 1866, personally ap'peared Horatio Bridge and Charlotte M. Bridge and 
acknowledged the above instrument to be their free act and deed. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace. 

Warranty deed from Charles A. Walker to United States of America. York, as. 
Kt^gistry of deeds. Received October 9, 1866, at 2 h 40 m., p.m., and recorded in 
Book 300, page 40. Attest : Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October 4th, 1866, 
Seaveys Island. 

Know all men htf these presents : 

That I, Charles A. Walker, of Kittery, in the County of York and State of Maine, 
in consideration of tweuty -eight hundred and thirty-five dollars and sixty cents, 
paid by Augustus H. Oilman, agent of the United States of America, the leceipt 
whereof I do her«iby acknowledge, do hereby give, g^'ant, bargain, sell, and convey 
unto the said United States of America and assigns forever. 

All lots of land and buildings owned by me, situated and being on an island calle4 
Seavey's Island in the Piscatatiua Kiver within said town of Kittery, and all the 
right, title and interest which I have in and to said island, or any portion thereof, 
whatever said interest may be-, whether in fee simple, reversion, remainder, or ex- 
pectancy, and however I may have ac(£nired the same, whether by purchase, gift, 
descent, devise, or occui)atioii, intending especiaUy to include in this conveyance lot 
numbered seventeen (17) as delineated on a plan of said island made by B. F. 
Chandler, esq., civil engineer of the Kittery navy-yard, and recorded in the registry 
of deeds for said county, plan book No. 1, page 69. 

Together with my right of i)as8agein the road crossing said island and all my right, 
title, an«i interest in and to the bri<lge connecting said island with the navy-yard. 

To have and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, 
to the said United States of America and assigns, to their use and behoof forever. 
And I do covenant with the said " United States of America" and assigns, that I am 
lawfully seized in fee of the premises; that they are free of all incumbrances; that I 
have good right to sell and convey tlie same to the said United States of America, 
to hold as aforesaid, and that I and my heirs will wwrant and defend the same to the' 
said United States of America and assigns forever against the lawful claims and 
demands of all persons. 

In witness whereof we the said Charles A. Walker, and Margaret C. Walker, wife 
of the said Charles A. Walker, in testimony of her relinquishment of her light of 
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dower in tlie above-described premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals this 
fourth day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-six. 

Charles A. Walker. [seal.] 
Margaret C. Walker, [seal.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Francis Bacon. 
John H. Cheever. 

State op Maine, York, sa: 

October 4, 1866, personally appeared Charles A. Walker and Margaret C. Walker 
and acknowledged the above instrument to be their free act and deed. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace. 

Warranty deed from Daniel J. Prior to United States of America. York, ss. Regis- 
try of deeds. Received October 9, 1866, at 2 h. 40 miu. p. m. and recorded in book 
300, page 34. Attest, Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October 5th, 1866, Seaveys 
Island. 

Enow all men by these presents : 

That I, Daniel J. Prior, of Kittery, in the county of York, aud State of Maine, in 
consideration of twenty-eight hundred and thirty-five dollars and sixty cents, paid 
by Augustus H. Oilman, agent for the United States of America, the receipt av hereof 
I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby, give, gi*ant, bargain, sell anil convey unto the 
said United States of America and assigns forever 

All lots of land and buildings owned by me, situated and being on an island called 
Seaveys Island, in the Piscataqua River, within said town of Kittery, and all the 
right, title, aud interest which I have in and to said island, or any portion thereof, 
whatever said interest may be, whether in fee simple, reversion, remainder, or ex- 
pectancy, and however I may have acquired the same, whether by purchase, gift, 
descent, devise, or occupation, intending especially to include in this conveyance lot 
numbered twenty-two (22), as delineated on a plan of said island made by B. F, 
Chandler, esqr., civil engineer of the Kittery Navy- Yard, and recorded in the registry 
of deeds for said county of York, plan book No. 1, page 69. 

Together with all rights of wharfage and of landing, and all aquatic and riparian 
rights pertaining to said lots, and my right of passage in the road crossing said 
island, and all my right, title, and interest in the bridge connecting said island with 
the navy-yard. 

To have and to hold the same, with all the privileges and ai)purtenance8 thereof, to 
the said United States of America, and assigns, to their use and behoof forever. 
And I do covenant with the said United States of America and assigns that I am 
lawfully seized in fee of the premises, that they are free of all incumbrances; that 
I have good right to sell and convey the sjune to the said United States of America 
to hold as aforesaid; and that I and my heirs will warrant and defend the same to the 
said United States of America and assigns forever against the lawful claims and 
damands of all persons. 

In witness whereof we, the said Daniel J. Prior and Matilda B. Prior, wife of the 
Baid Daniel J. Prior, in testimony of her relinciuishment of her right of dower in the 
above described premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals this fifth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

J3AN1KL J. Prior. [seal.] 
Matilda B. Pkiok. [sual.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of — 
Francis Bacon. 
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State of Maine, Yarl', sa : 

October 5, 1866, ])ersonally appeared Daniel J. Prior and Matilda B. Prior and ac- 
knowledged the above instrument to be their free act and deed, before me. 

Francis Bacon^ 
Justice of the Peace. 

Warranty deed from Henry A. WiRe and wife, to United States of America. York, 
Rej^istry of deeds. Received October 20, 1866, at 7 h. p. m., and recorded in book 
300, page 49. Attest: Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October 5tb, 1866. 
Seaveys Island. 

Know all mm by iheae presents ; 

That we, Henry A. Wise and Charlotte B. Wise, his wife (in her own right), of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, in consideration of twelve thousand nine 
hundred and thirty-one dollars, paid by Augustus H. Gilman, agent for the United 
States of America, the receipt whereof we do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, 
grant, bargain, sell, and convey unto the said Ignited States of America and assigns 
forever. 

All lots of land and buildings owned by us or either of us, situated and being on 
an island called Seaveys Island, in the Piscataipia River, within the town of Kittery, 
in the State of Maine; and all*the right, title, and interest which we or either of us 
have in and to .the said island or any portion thereof, whatever said interest may be, 
whether in fee simple, reversion, remainder, or ex})ectancy, dower or curtesy, and 
however we may have acquired the same, whether by purchase, gift, descent, devise, 
or occupation, or by operation of law. Intending especially to include in this con- 
veyance lot numbered eleven (11) on a plan of said island made by B. F. Chandler, 
civil engineer of the Kittery Navy-Yard, and recorded in the registry of deeds for the 
county of York, plan book No. 1, page 69. 

ToyethcfYf ith all the rights of wharfage and of landing and all aquatic and ri]»arian 
rights pertaining to the said lot, and our rights of passage in the road crossing the 
said island, as well as the reversion thereof, and all (mr right, title, and interest in 
the bridge connecting the said island with the said navy-yard. Reserving, how- 
ever, the right to occupy the premises and retain possession thereof until the first 
day of February, 1807. 

To hare and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to 
the said Tnit-ed States of America and assigns to their own use and behoof forever; 
ami we do covenant with the said United States of America'' and assigns that we 
are lawfully seized in fee of the inemiscs; that we have good right to sell and con- 
vey the same to the said ^* United States of America,'^ to hohl as aforesaid; and that 
we and our heirs will warrant and def(^nd the same to the said United States of 
America and assigns forever against the lawful claims and demands of all persons. 

In witness whereof wc, the said Henry A. Wise and Charlotte B. Wise, have here- 
m\io set our hands and seals this fiftli day of October, in the year of our Lord oue 
thousand eight hundred ami sixty-six. 

H. A. Wise. [8p:al.] 
Ciiaklottk B. Wise, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of— 

Fhancis Bacon. 

H. Bkof. 
Witness to signature of 

II. A. Wise. 
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State of Maine, For A^, 88.: 

October 5, 1866, personally appeared Charlotte B. Wise and acknowledged the 
above instrument to be her free act and deed before me. 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace. 

Waranty deed from Thomas A. Sterling to United States of America. York, ss. Reg- 
istry of deed. Received October 9, 1866, at 2 h. 40 m., and recorded in book 300, 
p. 36. Attest, Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October 6, 1886, Seavoys Island, 
Know all men htf these presents : 

That I, Thomas A. Sterling, of Kittery, in the county of York and State of Maine, 
in consideration of twenty-eight hundred and thirty-live dollars and sixty-five cents, 
paid by Augustus H. Oilman, agent for the United States of America, the receipt 
whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell au<l convey 
unto the said United States of America and assigns forever — 

^{Hots of land and buildings owned by me situated and being on an island, called 
Seaveys Island, in the Piscataqua River, within said town of Kittery, and all the right, 
title, and interest which I have in and to said island, or any portion thereof, whatever 
said interest may be, whether in fee simple, reversion, remaindorj or exi)ectancy, 
and however I may have acquired tlie same, whetlier by purchase, gift, descent, 
devise, or occupation, intending especially to include in this conveyance lot num- 
bered "twenty-live" (25), as delineated on a plan of said island made by B. F. 
Chandler, esqr., civil engineer of the Kittery Navy- Yard, and recorded in the registry 
of deeds for said county of York, plan book No. 1, p. 69. 

Together with all right of wharfage and of landing, and all aquatic and riparian 
rights pertaining to said lots and my right of passage in the road crossing said island, 
and all my right, title, and interest in the bridge connecting said island with the 
navy-yard. 

To have and to hold the same, with all the privileges and api)urtenances thereof, to 
the said United States of America and assigns, to their use and belioof forever; 
and I do covenant with the said United States of America and assigns that I am 
lawfully seized in fee of the premises; that they are free from all incumlminces; 
that I have good right to sell and convey the same to the said Unite<l States of 
America, to hold as aforesaid; and that I and my heirs will warrdut and dvfvml the 
same to the said Unit<jd States of America and assigns forever against the lawful 
claims of all persons. 

In witness whereof we, the said Thomas A. Sterling and Sarah A. Sterling, wife of 
the said Thomas A. Stirling, in testimony of her relinquishment of her right of dower 
in the above-described jiremises, have herennto set our hands and seals this sixth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousaiul eight hundred and sixty-six. 

Thomas A. Stkkling. [seal.] 

SAUAII a. STEl?Li>^G. [SEAL.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of— 

Francis Bacon. 

JOUN H. CllEEVER. 

State of Maine, YorlCf ss: 

October 6, 1866: Personally appeared Thomas A. Sterling and Sarah A. Sterling, 
and acknowledged the above instrument to be their free act and de<^d, before me. 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace, 

Warranty deed from Edwin S. Ap])leton to United State's of Anierita. York ss. 
Registry of deeds. Received October 9, 1866, at 2 h. 40 m., and recorded in Book 
300, page 39. Attest: Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October 6th, 1866. Sea- 
veys Island. 

Know all men by these presents: 
That I, Edwin S. Apploton^ of Kittery, in the County of York, and State of Maine, 
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in roiiHidcrntiou of two t-houHand seven hundred nnd forty-one dollars and eight cents 
]):iid by AngiiRtuH H. Giliuan, agent for the United Stat-es of America, the receipt 
wheroof I do herdiv acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, and convey 
untt» the said United States of America and assignH forever: 

Ail lutH of hnid nnd buildings owned by me situated and lieing on an island called 
i^eaveyB Island in the Piscataqaa River within saitl town of Kittery, and all the 
right, titK\ an<l interest whieh I have in and t-o said island, or any portion thereof, 
whatever said inti'rest may be, whether in fee simple, reversion, remainder, or expect- 
an<*y, and however I may have acqnire<l tlie same, whether by purchase, gift, de- 
scent, devise, or oeeupation, intending etipeQiaJlyUy include in this conveyance lot num- 
bered twelve (12) as delineated on a plan of said island made by B. F. Chandl«>r, escj., 
eivil I'ugineer of the Kittery Navy- Yard, and recorded in the registry of deeds for 
said eounty of York, jdan book No. 1, page 69: 

Together with all rights of wharfage and of landing, and all aqnatic and riparian 
rights jMu taining to said lots, and my right of passage in the road crossing said island, 
and all my right, tith', and intei*c8t in the bridge connecting said island with the 
navy-yard: 

To have and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to 
the said United States of Ameriea and jvssigns, to their use and behoof forever, and 
1 do covenant with the saicl United States of America and assigns that I am law- 
fully seized in fee of the premises, that they are free from all incumbrances, that I 
hav«» good right to sell an<l convey the same to the said United States of America, to 
h<»ld as afort>sai(l, ami that I and my heirs will warrant and defend the same to the 
said United States of America ami assigns forever, against the lawful claims and de- 
mands of all i>erR<ms. 

In witness whereof we, the said Edwin S. Appleton and Frances R. Appleton, 
wife of the said Kdwin S. Api)lct<m, m tt^stimony of her relinquishment of her right 
of dower in the above-described premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals this 
sixth day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
six. 

Kdwin S. Applkton. [seal.] 
Frances R. Appleton. [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivercvd in the presence of— 
rijANC'is Hacox. 
.John H. Ciikkvkk. 

Statk of Maink, York,Hn: 

October 6, ISlJfi, j>ersonaily a]>j)eared Kdwin S. Appleton and Frances R. Apple- 
ton and acknowledged the above instrument to bo their free act and deed, before me. 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace. 

Warranty deed from ( Miarles A. Neal to United States of America. York, 8S. Registry 
of <b*e(ls. Received ()ctol>cr 0, 1H»6, at 2 h. 10 min. ]>. m. and reconltMl in Book 300, 
page IW. Attest. Samuel Trii)i>, register. Kxecuted October 6, 1866, Soaveys 
Island. 

Know all men h}i the»r pnscntH : 

Tliat I, Charles A. Ncal, of Kittery, in the county of York and State of Maine, in 
consideration of three thonsan<l innr hundred and two dollars and seventy-two cents, 
l»ai<l by Augustus II. Oilman, agent for the I'nited States of America, the receipt 
wlienM>f I do hereby acknowh'dge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, and convey 
unto the said United States of America and assigns forever: 

ytll lots of land and buildings owned by me, situated and being on an island called 
Seiivey's Island, in the Piscatafpia River, within said town of Kittery, and all the 
right, title, and interest which I have in and to said island or any portion thereof. 



HISTORY OF THE NAVY- YARD AT PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 191 



whatever said interest may be, whether in fee simple, reversion, remainder, or ex- 
pectancy, and however I may have acquired the same, whether by purchase, gift, 
descent, devise, or occupation, intending eftpecially to include in this conveyance 
lots numbered five (5) and twenty -seven (27), as delineated on a plan of said island 
made by B. F. Chandler, esq., civil engineer of the Kittery navy-yard, and recorded 
in the registry of deeds for said county of York, plan book No. 1, page 69, together 
with all rights of wharfage and of landing and all aquatic and riparian rights per- 
taining to the said lots, and my right of passage in the road crossing said island, as 
well as the reversion thereof, and all my right, title, and interest in the bridge con- 
necting said island with the said navy-yard, and all burial places and rights of 
burial on said island which may have been reserved to me or my heirs, and which 
may in any way accrue to me or them : 

To have and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to the 
said United Stutes of America, and assigns, to their use and behoof forever, and I 
do covenant with the said United States of America and assigns that I am law- 
fully seized in fee of the premises, that they are free of all incumbrances, that I 
have good right to sell and convey the same to the said United States of America, 
to hold as aibresaid, and that I and my heirs will warrant and defend the same to the 
said United States of America, and assigns forever against the lawful claims and 
demands of all persons. 

In witness whereof we, the said Charles A. Neal and Ann S. Neal, wife of the said 
Chai'les A. Neal, in testimony of her relinquishment of her right of dower in the 
above-described premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals tbis sixth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

Charles A. Neal. [seal.] 
Ann S. Neal. [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of — 
John H. Chkever. 
Francis Bacon. 

State of Maine, York, 88 : 

October 6, 1866, personally appeared Charles A. Neal and acknowledged the above 
instrument to be his free act and deed. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace, 

Warranty deed from John Pierce to United States of America. York, 88, Registry 
of deeds. Received October 9, 1866, at 2 h. 40 m. p. m. and r(;corde<l in book 300, 
page 35. Attest. Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October 8tb, 1866. Seaveys 
Island. 

Know all nien hy these presents: 

That I, John Pierce, of Kittery, in the county of York and State of Maine, in consid- 
eration of two thousand eight hundred and thirty-five dollars and sixty cents, paid by 
Augustus H. Oilman, agent for the United States of America the receipt wbercof 
I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, and convoy unto the 
said United States of America and assigns forever: 

All lots of land and buildings owned by me, situated and being on an island called 
Seaveys Island, in the Piscataqua River, within the said town of Kittery, and all the 
right, title, and interest which I have in and to said island or any porticm thereof, 
whatever said interest may be, whether in fee simple, reversion, remainder, or ex- 
pectancy, and however I may have acquired the same, whether by i)ureha8e, gift, 
descent, devise or occupation, intending especially to include in this conveyance lot 
numbered thirteen (13) as delineated on a plan of said island made by B. y, CJhand- 
ler, esq., civil engineer of the Kittery navy-yard, and recorded in the registry of 
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deeds for said County of York, plan book No. 1, page 69, Together with my rigbt of 
passage in the road crossing said island, and all my right, title, and interest in the 
bridg(> connecting said island with the navy -yard: 

To hare and to hold the same with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to 
t4) the said Unitwl States of America, and assigns, to their use and hchoof forever. 
And 1 do covenant with the said United States of America and assigns that 1 am 
lawfully seized in fee of the premibes; that they are free of all incumhrauces ; that I 
have goo<l right to sell and convey the same to the said United States of America 
to hold as aforesaid. And that T and my heirs will warrant and d^end the same 
to the said Unittxl States of America and assigns forever, against the lawful 
claims and demands of all persons. 

In witness whereof we, the said John Pierce, and Hellen A. Pierce, wife of the 
said John Pierce, in tej*timony of her relinquishment of her right of dower in the 
above described premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals this eighth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

John Pierce. [seal.] 
Hellen A. Pierce, [seal.] 

Signed, scaled, and delivered in the jiresence of— 
Fkaxcis Bacon. 
John II. Cueever. 

State of Maine, York, ss: 

October 8, 18G6, personally appeared John Pierce and Hellen A. Pierce, and ac- 
knowledged the above instrument to be their free act and deed, before me — 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace. 

Warranty deed from Thomas A. Prior, als., to United States of America. York, ss. 

Registry of deeds. Received October 20. 1866, at 7 h. p. m., and recorded in book 

300, i>ago 47. Attest. Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October 12th, 1866. Sca- 

veys Island. 
Know all men by thene presentn : 

That we, Thomas A. Prior, Ellridge Prior, Mary Frisbee, and Sarah E. Stansbury, 
of Kittory, in the county of York, and State of Maine, in consideration of seven 
hundred and sixty-six dollars and forty cents, paid by Augustus H. Gilman, agent of 
the United States of America, the receipt wbereof we do hereby acknowledge, do 
hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, and convey unto the said United States of Amer- 
ica" and assigns forever. 

Jll lots of land and buildings owned by us or either of us, situated and being on 
an island called Soaveys Island, in the l^iscat^Kjua River, in said Kittery, and all the 
right, title, and inten'st which we, or either of us, liave in and to the said island or 
any portion thereof, whatever said interest may be, whether in fee simple, reversion, 
remainder, or expectancy, and however we may have acquired the same, whether by 
])nrchase, gift, descent, devise, or occupation. Intending herehii especially to convey 
all the riglit, title, and interest which we, or either of us, have in and to lot num- 
bered '*tw«Mity" (20) as delineat(>d on a plan of said island, made by B. F. Chandler, 
esq., civil engineer of the Kittery navy-yard, and recorded in the registry of deeds 
for said county of York, plan book No. 1, page 69, said lot having been the home- 
stead of T.evi Prior, late of said Kittery, deceased, and descended to ns, the sjHd 
Thomas Ellridge, Mary and Ellen, children, and heirs at law of the said deceased. 
Our pro])ortion thereof being one-tenth each, or four-tenths in the whole, in com- 
mon and undivided with the minor children of said deceased. Also, all rights of 
wharfage and of landing, and all aquatic and riparian rights pertaining to the 
said lot, and our right of passage in the road crossing said island, and all our right, 
title; and interest in and to the bridge connecting said island with said navy-yard. 
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To have and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to 
the said United States of America and assigns to their use and behoof forever. And 
•we do covenant with the said United States of America and assigns, that we are 
lawfully seized in fee of the premises; that they are free of all incumbrances; that we 
have good right to sell and convey the same to the said United States of America to 
hold as aforesaid; and that we and our heirs will warrant and defend the same to the 
said United States of America* and assigns forever, against the lawful claims and 
demands of all persons. 

In witness whereof we, the said grantors, and Rebecca F. Prior, wife of the said 
Ellridge Prior, in testimony of her relinquishment of her right of dower in the 
above-deseribed premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals this twelfth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

Thomas A. Prior. [seal.] 
Ellridge Prior. [seal.] 
Mary Frisbee. [seal.] 
Sarah E. Stanbury. [seal.] 
Rebecca F. Prior, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Francis Bacon. 
John H. Cheever. 

State of Maine, York, ss: 

October 12, 1866, personally appeared Thomas A. Prior, Ellridge Prior, Mary Fris- 
bee, and Sarah E. Stansbury, and acknowledged the above instrument to be their 
free act and deed. Bfeore me — 

Francis Bacon, 

\ Justice of the Peace. 

Deed from Sarah Prior, guardian, to United States of America. York ««. Registry of 
deeds. Received October 20, 1886, at 7 p. m., and recorded in book 301, pages 15 
and 17. Attest. Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October 12th, 1866. Seaveys 
Island. 

Know all men hy these presents ; 

That I, Sarah Prior, guardian of William W. Prior, Martha Prior, Levi W. Prior, 
Walter H. Prior, Eva H. Prior, and Windfield S. Prior, minors and children of Levi 
Prior, late of Kittery, in the county of York, State of Maine, deceased, having ob- 
tained license from the honorable Edward E. Bourne, judge of probate for said 
county, at a court held at Alfred, within and for said county, June 5, 1866, to sell 
and convey the real estate of the said minors at public auction or private sale, did, 
on the twelfth day of October, A. D. 1866, pursuant to the license aforesaid, sell at 
private sale to the United States of America the estate hereinafter described for 
the sum of eleven hundred and forty-nine dollars and sixty cents. 

All the right, title, and interest of the said minors in and to the homestead lot and 
buildings of the said Levi Prior, deceased, situated on Seaveys Island, in Piscataqua 
River, in Kittery aforesaid, and bounded by lands of James Trefethen, William 
Tarlton, Daniel lYefetheu, and by said river, being lot numbered "tw#lty " (20), as 
delineated on a plau of said island, made by B. F. Chandler, esq., civil engineer of 
the Kittery navy-yard, and recorded in York registry of deeds plan book No. 1, 
page 69. 

Together with the reversion of the widow's dower in said lot and buildings, said 
minor's proportion of the premises being one-tenth each, or six- tenths in the whole, 
in common and undivided with the other children of the said deceased. Also all 
rights of wharfage and of landing, and all aquatic and riparian rights pertaining to 
said lot, and all the right, title, and interest of said minors in and to the bridge 
connecting said island with the Kittery Navy-Yard. 

2711 ^13 
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Thd'efore I, the said Sarah Prior, by virtne of the power and authority with which 
I am as a foresaid vested, and in consideration of the aforesaid sum of eleven hundred 
and forty-nine dolhirs and sixty cents, to me paid by Angastns H. Gilinan, agent of 
the United States of America, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have 
given, granted, and sold, and by these presents do give, grant, sell, and convey to 
the said United States of America, and assigns forever, the above-described prem- 
ses, with all the privileges and appurtenances to the' same belonging. 

To hare and io hold the same in manner aforesaid to the said United States of 
America and assigns forever. And I, the said Sarah Prior, in my said capacity, do 
covenant to and with the said United States of America and jwsigns, that I have 
in all things observtHl the rules and directions of the law in selling said estate, and 
have good right and lawful authority to sell and convey the same in manner a8 afore- 
said. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal in my said capacity, 
this twelfth day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-six. 

Sarah Prior, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presenoe of— 
Francis Bacon, 
John H. Cheever. 

State of Maine, Yorkj as: 

October 12, 1866, personally appeared the above-named Sarah Prior, and acknowl- 
edged the above instrument to be her free act and deed. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 

Juetioe of the Peace. ..^ 

Quitclaim deed from Sarah Prior to United States of America. York, ss. Registry 
of deeds. Received October 20, 1866, at 7 h. p. m., and recorded in book 297, page 
537. Attest. Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October 12, 1866. Seaveys Is- 
land. 

Knoiv all men hy these presents : 

That I, Sarah Prior, of Kittery, in the county of York and State of Maine, in 
consideration of nine hundred and lifty-scven dollars and forty-one cents, paid by 
Augustus H. Oilman, agent for the United States of America, the receipt whereof I 
do hereby acknowledge, do hereby remise, release, bargain, sell, and convey and for- 
ever quitclaim unto the said United States of America, heirs and assigns forever, 
all my right, title, and interest in and to any and all real estate on Seaveys Island, in 
the Piscataqua River, in said Kittery, and I do especially release and quitclaim unto 
the said United States of America my right of dower in and to the lot of land and 
buildings of which my late husband, Levi Prior, died seized and possessed, which 
lot is numbered " twenty " (20) on a plan of said island made by B. F. Chandler, esq., 
civil engineer of the Kittery navy yard, and recorded in York registry of deeds, 
plan book No, 1, page 69, and also my right of dower as widow of the said de- 
ceased in and to any other portion of said island : 

To have an0to hold the same, together with all the privileges and appurtenances 
thereto belonging, to the said United States of America and assigns forever. 

In witness whereof I, the said Sarah Prior, have hereunto set my hand and seal, 
this twelfth day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty- six. 

Sarah Prior, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of-^ 
Francis Bacon. 

JOPN H. C^EEVEB, 
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State of Maine, Ym% ss: ' 

October 12, 1866, personally appeared Sarah Prior and acknowledged the above 
instrament to be her free act. and deed. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 
JmUce of the Peace. 

Warranty deed from William Morse to United States of America. York, »». Reg- 
istry of deeds. Received October 20, 1866, at 7 h. p. m., and recorded in Book 300, 
page 50. Attest: Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October 13th, 1866. Seaveys 
Island. 

Kfimo all men hy these presents : 

That I, William Morse, of Kittery, in the county of York and State of Maine, in 
consideration of three thousand one hundred and nineteen dollars and sixteen cents, 
paid by Augustus H. Oilman, agent for the United States of America, the receipt 
whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, and convey 
unto the said United States of America and assigns forever : 

All lots of land and buildings owned by me situated and being on an island called 
Seaveys Island in the Piscataqua River, within the said town of Kittery, and 
all the right, title, and interest which I have in and to said island or any portion 
thereof, whatever said interest may be, whether in fee simple, reversion, remainder, 
or expectancy, and however I may have acquired the same, whether by purchase, 
gift, descent, devise, or occupation, intending esjyecially to include in this convey- 
ance lot numbered "twenty-four" (24), as delineated on apian of said island made 
by B. F. Chandler, esq,, civil engineer of the Kittery navy-yard, and recorded in the 
registry of deeds for said county, plan book No. 1, page 69, together with all my right 
of passage in the road crossing said island, as well as the reversion thereof, and all 
my right, title, and interest in and to the bridge connecting said island with the 
navy-yard, and all my right of way and other easements which I now enjoy and 
to which I am entitled on said island : 

To have and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to 
the said United States of America, and assigns, to their use and behoof forever. 
And I do covenant with the said United States of America, and assigns that I am 
lawfully seized in fee of the premises, that they are free of all incumbrances, that I 
have good right to sell and convey the same to the said United States of America, 
to hold as aforesaid, and that I and my heirs will warrant and defend the same to 
the said United States of America, and assigns forever against the lawful claims 
and demands of all persons. 

In witness whereof we, the said William Morse and Emily I. Morse, wife of the 
said Williain Morse, in testimony of her relinquishment of her right of dower in the 
above-described premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals, this thirteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

William Mobse. [seal.] 
Emily I. Morse, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 

Francis Bacon, 
John H. Cheever, 
Seth Sterung. 

State op Maine, York, ss: 

October 13, 1866, personally appeared William Morse and Emily I. Morse and 
acknowledged the above instrument to be their free act and deed. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace, 

Warranty deed from Daniel Trefethen to United States of America. York, ss. Reg- 
istry of deeds. Received October 20, 1866, at 7 h. p. m. and recorded in book 300, 
page 44. Attest, 9amael Tripp, Regist^?^ $2j;ecated October 16, 1866, Seavey's 
Island, 
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Know all men hy these presents : 

That I, Daniel Trefthen, of Kittery, in the connty of York and State of Maine, in 
consideration of ten thousand and five hundred dollars, paid by Angnstus H. Gilman, 
agent for the United States of America, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowl- 
edge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell; and convey unto the said United States of 
America and assigns forever : . 

All lots of land and buildings owned by me, situated and being on an island called 
Seaveys Island in the Piscataqua River, within said town of Kittery, and all the 
right, title, and interest which I have in and to said island or any portion thereof,- 
whatever said interest may be, whether in fee simple, reversion, remainder, or ex- 
pectancy, and however I may have acquired the same, whether by purchase, gift, 
descent, devise, or occupation, intending especially to include in this conveyanee lots 
numbered "nine" (9) and twenty-one (21) as delineated on a plan of said island 
made by B. F. Chandler, esq., civil engineer of the Kittery navj'-yard, and recorded 
in the registry of deeds for said county of York, plan book No. 1, page 69, together 
with all rights of wharfage and of lauding, and all aquatic and riparian rights per- 
taining to the said lots, and my right of passage in the road crossing said island, 
and all my right, title, and interest in and to the bridge connecting said island with 
the navy-yard: 

To have and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to 
the said United States of Atnerica and assigns, to their use and behoof forever; audi 
do covenant with the said United States of America and assigns that I am lawfully 
seized in fee of the premises, that they are free from all incumbrances, that I have 
good right to sell and convey the same to the said United States of America to hold 
as aforesaid, and that I and my heirs will tra/rawi and defend the same to the said 
United States of America and assigns forever against the lawful claims and de- 
mands of all persons. 

In witness whereof we, tlie said Daniel Trefethen and Abbie R. Trefethen, wife of 
the said Daniel Trefethen, in testimony of her relinquishment of her right of dower 
in the above-described premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals this sixteenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

Daniel Trefethkn. [seal.] 
Abbie R. Trefethen. [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 

Francis Bacon. 
John H. Chkkver. 

State of Maine, Forfc, ss : 

October 16, 1866, personally appeared Daniel Trefethen and Abbie R. Trefethen and 
acknowledged the above instrument to be their free act and deed. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Feace, 

Warranty deed from James Trefethen to United States of America.. York, ss. Reg- 
istry of deeds. Received October 20, 1866, at 7 p. m. and recorded in book 300, 
page 45. Attest. Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October 16th, 1866. Seaveys 
Island. 

Know all men hy these presents: 

That I, James Trefethen, of Kittery, in the county of York and State of Maine, in 
consideration of three thousand seven hundred and eighty dollars and eighty cents 
paid by Augustus H. Oilman, agent for the United States of America, the receipt 
whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, and convey 
unto the said United States of America and assigns forever. 

All lots of land and buildings owned by me, situated and being on an island called 
Seaveys Island, in the Piscataqua River, within said town of Kittery? an4 f^U 
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riglit, title, and interest which I have in and to the said island, or any portion thereof, 
whatever said interest may be, whether in fee simple, reversion, remainder, or ex- 
pectancy, and however I^ay have acquired the same, whether by purchase, gift, 
descent, devise, or occupation, intending especially to include in this conveyance 
lots numbered six (6) and eighteen (18) as delineated on a plan of said island made 
by B. F. Chandler, esq., civil engineer of the Kittery navy-yard, and recorded in 
the registry of doeds for said county of York, plan book No. 1, page 69. 

Together with all rights of wharfage and of landing, and all aquatic and riparian 
rights pertaining to the said lots, adn the right of passage in the road crossing said 
island as well as the reversion thereof, and all my right, iitle, and interest in the 
bridge connecting said island with the said navy -yard, and all burial places and 
rights of burial on said island that may have been reserved to me or my heirs, and 
which may in any way accrue to me or them. 

to have and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, 
to the said United States of America and assigns to their use and behoof forever; 
and I do covenant with the said United States of America and assigns, that I am 
lawfully seized in fee of the premises; that they are free of all incumbrances; that 
I have good right to sell and convey the same to the said United States of America 
to hold as aforesaid, and that I and my heirs will warrant and defend the same to 
the said United States of America and assigns forever against the lawful claims 
and demands of all persons. 

In witness whereof we, the said James Trefethen and Eunice Trefethen, wife of the 
said James Trefethen, in testimony of her relinquishment of her right of dower in 
the above-described premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals, this sixteenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

James Trefethen. [seal.] 
Eunice her x mark Tkefethen. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Francis Bacon. 
John H. Cheever. 

State of Maine, York, as : 

October 16, 1866, personally appeared James Trefethen and Eunice Trefethen and 
acknowledged the above instrument to be their free act and deed. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 

Justice of the Peace, 

Warranty deed from John C. Prior and wife to the United States of America. York, as. 
Registry of deeds. Received October 20, 1866, at 7h. p. m., and recorded in book 
300, page 46. Attest. Samuel Tripp, register. Executed 17th October, 1866. 
Seaveys Island. 

Knotv all m^n hy these presents : 

That we, John C. Prior, of Kittery, in the county of York and State of Maine, and 
Elizabeth C. Prior, wife of the said Prior, in her right, in consideration of four thou- 
sand dollars paid by Augustus H. Oilman, agent for the United States of America, 
the receipt whereof we do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, 
and convey unto the said United States of America and assigns forever. 

All lots of land and buildings owned by us situated and being on an island called 
Seaveys Island, in the Piscataqua River, within said town of Kittery, and all the 
right, title, and interest which I have in and to the said island or any portion thereof, 
whatever said interest may be, whether in fee simple, reversion, remainder, or ex- 
pectancy, and however I may have acquired the same, whether by purchase, gift, 
descent, devise, or occupation, intending especially to include in this conveyance lot 
numbered twenty-three (23) as delineated on a plan of said island made by B. F. 
Chandler, esq., civil engineer of the Kittery navy-yard, and recorded in the registry 
of deeds for said county of York, plan book No. 1, page 69. 
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Togetliei' with all the rights of wharfage and of landing, and all aqnatic and ripa- 
rian rights pertaining to said lots, and our right of passage iji the road crossing said 
island, and all our right, title, and interest in the bridge connecting said island 
with the navy-yard. 

To have and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appnrtenances thereof to 
the said United States of America and assigns to their nse and belioof forever; 
and we do covenant with the said United States of America and assigns that we 
are lawfully seized in fee of the premiscvs; that they are free of all incumbrances ; 
that I have good right to sell and convey the same to the said United States of 
America to hold as aforesaid; and that we and our heirs wiU. warrant and defend 
the same to the said United States of America and assigns forever against the 
lawful claims and demands of all persons. 

In witness whereof we, the said John C. Prior and Elizabeth C. Prior, in her own 
right, as aforesaid, and in trstiinony of her relinquishment of her right of dower in 
the above described in'oinist's,liave hereunto set our hands and seals, this seventeenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eig]it hundred and sixty-six. 

John C. Prior. [seal.] 
Elizabeth G# Prior, [seal.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Francis Bacon. 
John H. Chekver. 

State of Maine, York, as: 

October 17, 1866, personally appeared John C» Prior and Elizabeth C. 6. Prior and 
acknowledged the above instruinent to be their free act and deed. Before rae — 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace. 

Warranty deed from Henry F. Hutchings to United States of America. York, ««. 
Registry of deeds. Received October 20, 1866, at 7 h. p. m., and recorded in book 
300, page 48. Attest. Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October 17th, 1866. Sea- 
veys Island. 

Kvow all men by these presents : 

That I, Henry F. Hutchings, of Kittery, in the county of York and State of Maine, 
in consideration of three thousand two hundred and thirteen dollars and sixty -eight 
cents i)aid by Augustus H. Oilman, agent for the United States of America, the 
receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, and 
convey unto the said United States of America and assigns forever. 

All lots of laud and buildings owned by me, situated and being on an island called 
Seaveys Island, in the Piscataqua River, within the said town of Kittery, and all the 
riglit, title, and interest which I have in and to said island, or any portion thereof, 
whatever said interest may be, whether in fee simple, reversion, remainder, or ex- 
pectancy, and however 1 may have acquired the same, whether by purchase, gift, 
descent, devise, or occupation, intending especially to include in this conveyance lot 
nnnibered eight (8), as delineated on a plan of said island, made by B. F. Chandler, 
es*!., civil engineer of the Kittery navy-yard, and recorded in the registry of deeds 
of said county of York, plan book No. 1, page 69. 

Together with my right of passage in the road crossing said island, and all my 
right, title, and interest in the bridge connecting said island with the navy-yard. 

To hare and to hold the same with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof 
to the said United States of America and assigns, to their use and beiioof forever 
and I do covenant with the said United States of America and assigns that I aui 
lawfully seized in fee of the premises; that they are free of all incumbrances; that I 
have good right to sell and convey the same to the said United States of America to 
hold as aforesaid ; and that I and my heirs will warrant and defend the same to the 
said United States of America, and assigns forever against all lawful claims and 
demaada of all persons. 
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In witness -whereof we, the said Henry F. Hatchings and Parmelia A. Hutchings, 
wife of the said Henry F. Hutchiugs, in testimony of her relinquishment of her right 
of dower in the above-described premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals i 
this seventeenth day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty-six. 

Henry F. Hutchings. [seal.] 
Parmelia A. Hutchings. [seal.] 
Signed; sealed, and deliv.ered in the presence of — 
Francis Bacon. 
John H. Cubever. 

State of Maine, York, as: 

October 17,1866, personally appeared Henry F. Hutchings and Parmelia A.Hutchings 
and acknowledged the above instrument to be their free act and deed. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 

Justice of the Peace. 

Warranty deed from Seth Sterling to United States of America. York, ss. Registry 
of deeds. Received October 29, 1866, at 11 h. 30 m., a. m., and recorded in book 300, 
page 56. Attest. Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October 23d, 1866. Seaveys 
Island. 

Know all men by these presents : 

That I, Seth Sterling, of Kittery, in the county of York, and State of Maine, in 
consideration of two thousand eight hundred and thirty-five dollars and sixty cents 
paid by Augustus H. Oilman, agent for the United States of America, the receipt 
whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, and convey 
unto the said United States of America and assigns forever 

All lots of laud and buildings owned by me situated and being on an island called 
Seaveys Island in Piscataqua River, within the said town of Kittery, and all the 
right, title, and interest which I have in and to the said island or any portion thereof 
whatever said interest may be, whether in fee simple, reversion, remainder, or ex- 
pectancy, and however I may have acquired the same, whether by purchase, gift, 
descent, devise, or occupation, intending especially to include in this conveyance lot 
numbered fifteen (15) as delineated on a plan of said island made by B. F. Chandler, 
esq., civil engineer of the Kitiery Navy- Yard, and recorded in the registry of deeds 
for said county of York, plan book No. 1, page 69. 

Together with all my right of passage in the road crossing said island as well as 
the reversion thereof, and all my right, title, and interest in and to the bridge con- 
necting said island with the navy-yard. 

To have and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to 
the said United States of America and assigns to their use and behoof forever. 
And I do covenant with the said United States of America and assigns that I am 
lawfully seized in fee of the premises ; that they are free of all incumbrances ; that I 
have good right to sell and convey the same to the said United States of America, 
to hold as aforesaid ; and that I and my heirs will warrant and defend the same to 
the said United States of America and assigns forever, against the lawful claims and 
demands of all persons. 

In witness whereof, we, the said Seth Sterling and Mary A. Sterling, wife of the 
said Seth Sterling, in testimony of her relinquishment of her right of dower in the 
above-described premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals, this twenty-third 
day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

Seth Sterling. [seal.] 
Mary A. Sterling, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Francis Bacon. 
John H. Cufisvx&. 
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Statk of Maine, York, ««: 

October 23, 186(), personally appeared Setb Sterling and Mary A. Sterlings and ac- 
knowledged the above inutroment to be tbeir free act and d^d. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 

Justice of the Peace, 

Warranty deed from Thomas H. Abrams to United States of America. York, 88. 
Registry of deeds. Received October 29, 1866, at 11 b. 30 m., a. m., and recorded 
ill book 300, page 55. Attest: Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October 23, 
1866. Seaveys Island. 

Know all men hy these presents : 

That I, Thomas H. Abrams, of Kittery, in the county of York, and State of Maine, 
in consideration of six thousand and eleven dollars and forty-eight cents paid by 
Augustus II. Oilman, agent for the United States of America, the receipt whereof 
I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, and convey unto the 
said United States of America and assigns forever 

All lots of laud and buildings owned by me situated and being on an island called 
Seaveys Island, in the Piscataqua River, within said town of Kittery, and all the 
right, title, and interest which I have in and to said island, or any portion thereof, 
whatever said interest may be, whether in fee simple, reversion, remainder, or ex- 
pectancy, and however I may have acquired the same, whether by purchase, gift, 
descent, devis*' or occupation, intending especially to include in this conveyance lot 
numbered three (3) as delineated on a plan of said island made by B. F. Chandler, 
esq., civil engineer of the Kittery Navy-Yard, and recorded in the registry of deeds 
for said county of York, plan book No. 1, page 69. 

Together with all rights of wharfage and of landing and all aquatic and riparian 
rights pertaining to said lots, and my right of passage in the road crossing said 
island, as well as the reversion thereof, and all my right, title, and interest in the 
bridge connecting said island with the said navy-yard, and all burial places and^ 
rights of burial on said island which may have been reserved to me or my heirs and 
which may in any way accrue to me or them. 

To have and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to 
the said United States of America and assigns to their use and behoof forever. 
And I do covenant with the said United States of America and assigns that I am 
lawfully seized in fee of the premises; that they are free of all incumbrances; that 
I have a good right to sell and convey the same to the said United States of Amer- 
ica, to hold as aforesaid; and that I and my heirs will warraiit and defend the same 
to the said United States of America and assigns forever, against the lawful claims 
and demands of all persons. 

In witness whereof we, the said Thomas H. Abrams and Martha Abrams, wife of 
the said Thonuis H. Abrams, in testimony of her relinquishment of her right of dower 
in the above-described premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals this twenty- 
third day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
six. 

Thomas H. Abrams. [seal.] 
Martha Abrams. [seal.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 

Francis Bacon. 

John H. Cheever. 

State of Maine, YorJc, as: 

October 23, 1866, personally appeared Thomas H. Abrams and Martha Abrams and 
acknowledged the above instrument to be their free act and deed. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace. 



HISTORY OF THE NAVY-YARD AT PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 201 



Quitclaim deed from Charles B. Odiorne aud ala. to United States of America. York, 
" 88. Registry of deeds. Received November 7, 1866, at 9 h. 30 m. a. m., and re- 
corded in book 301, pages 60 and 61. Attest. Samuel Tripp, register. Executed 
October 24th, 1866. Seaveys Island. 
Know all men hy these presents : 

That we, Charles B. Odiorne, of Rye, Woodbury Gerrish, and Ellen T. Gerrish, his ^ 
wife, in her right, of Portsmouth, and LucyM. Odiorne, of Greenland, all in the State 
of New Hampshire, in consideration of twenty-two hundred and seventy-five dollars 
and ninety-five cents paid by Augustus H. Oilman, agent for the United States of 
America, the receipt whereof we do hereby acknowledge, do hereby remise, release, 
bargain, sell, and convey, and forever quitclaim unto the said United States of 
America and assigns forever 

All lots of land and buildings owned by us or either of us, situated and lying on 
an island called Seaveys Island, in the Piscataqna River, within the town of Kittery, 
in the State of Maine, and all the right, title, and interest which we, or either of us, 
have in and to said island or any portion thereof, whatever said interest may be, 
^whether in fee simple, reversion, remainder, expectancy, dower, or curtesy, or other 
life estate, and however we may have acquired the same, whether by purchase, 
gift, descent, devise, or occupation, intending especially hereby to convey all the 
right, title, and interest which we, or either of us, have in and to lot numbered 
twenty-six (26), as delineated on a plan of said island made by B. F. Chandler, esqr., 
civil engineer of the KitteryNavy-Yard, and recorded in the registry of deeds for the 
county of York, plan book No. 1, page 69, which lot with the buildings thereoi^waB 
by the last will of Samuel Odiorne, deceased, devised to the said Lucy M. Odiorne, his 
wife, for life, with remainder over to the brother and sisters of the said deceased, 
the said Charles B. Odiorne and Eileen T. Gerrish being his brother and sister, and 
their interests in the premises being one-third each in remainder after the termina- 
tion of the life estate of the said Lucy M. Odiorne, and we also release and quitclaim 
to the said United States all right of wharfage and landing and all aquatic and 
riparian rights pertaining to said lot, and all our rights, title, and interest in the 
bridge connecting said island with the navy-yard — 

To have and to hold the same, together with all the privileges and appurtenances 
thereto belonging, to the said United States of America and assigns forever; aud we 
do covenant with the said United States of America and assigns, that we will war- 
rant and forever defend the premises to the said United States of America and as- 
signs forever against the lawful claims and demands of all persons claiming by, 
through, or under us. 

In witness whereof we, the said Charles B. Odiorne, Woodbury Gerrish, Ellen T. 
Gerrish, and Lucy M. Odiorne, and Mary S. Odiorne, wife of the said Charles B. Odiorne, ' 
in testimony of her relinquishment of her right of dower in the premises, have here- 
unto set our hands and seals this twenty-fourth day of October, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

Charles B. Odiorne. [seal.] 
Lucy M. Odiorne. [seal.] 
Woodbury Gerrish. [seal.] 
Ellen T. GeiAush. [seal.] 
Mary S. Odiorne. [seal.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
M. F. Wentworth. 
Francis Bacon. 
State of Maine, Yorkj as: 

October 24, 1866, personally appeared Charles B. Odiorne, Woodbury Gerrish, 
Ellen T. Gerrish, Lucy M. Odiorne, and Mary S. Odiorne, and acknowledged the 
above instrument to be their free act and deed. Before me — 
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Deed from Maik F. Went worth to United States of America. York, m. Registry 
of deeds. Received October 29th, 1866, at 11 h. 30 m. a. m., and recorded in book 
901, pages 31 and 32. Attest. Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October 24th, 
1866, Seaveys Island. 

Know all men hy these presents: 

That I, Mark F. Wentworth, guardian of Sarah F. Neale, a minor and heir-at-law 
of Samuel Odiome, late- of Kittery, in the county of Tfork and State of Maine, de- 
ceased, having obtained license from the honorable Edward £. Bourne, judge of pro- 
bate for said county of York, at a court held at Limerick within and for said county, 
on the fourth day of September, A. D. 1866, to sell and convey the real estate of the 
said minor at public auction or jirivate sale, did on the twenty-fourth day of Octo- 
ber, A. D. 1866, pursuant to the license aforesaid, sell at private sale to the said 
United States of America the estate hereinafter described for the sum of four 
hundred and thirty-three dollars. All the right, title, and interest of the said Sarah 
F. Neale in and to a certain island, called Seaveys Island, and especially in and to 
the lot of-land and buildings of which the said Samuel Odiorne died seized and pos^ 
sessed, being lot numbered 'Hweuty-six (26) on a plan of said island, made by B. 
F. Chandler, esq., civil engineer of the Kittery Navy- Yard, and recorded in the 
registry of deeds for said county, plan book No. 1, page 69. Also the right of 
wharfage, and of land, and all aquatic and riparian rights pertaining to the said 
lot; and all the right, title, and interest of said minor in and to the bridge connect- 
ing said island with the navy-yard, the interest of said minor in the premises 
being one undivided third in remainder after the termination of the life estate of 
the widow of the said deceased. 

Therefore I, the said Mark F. Wentworth, by virtue of the power and authority 
with which I am as aforesaid vested, and in consideration of the aforesaid sum of 
four hundred and thirty-three dollars, to me paid by Augustus H. Gilman, agent for 
the United States of America, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have 
given, granted, and sold, and by these presents do give, grant, sell, and convey to the 
said United States of America and assigns forever, the above described premises, 
with all the privileges and appurtenances to the same belonging. 

To have and to hold the same, in manner as aforesaid, to the said United States of 
America and assigns forever, and 1, the said Mark F. Wentworth, in my said capac- 
ity, do covenant to and with the said United States of America and assigns that I 
have in all things observed the rules and directions of the law in selling said estate 
and have good right and lawful authority to sell and convey the same in manner as 
aforesaid. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal in my said capacity, 
this twenty fourth day of October, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty-six. 

M. F. Wentworth. [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of— 
Francis Bacon. 

State of Maine^ YorJc, ss: 

October 24, 1866, personally appeared the above-named Mark F. Wentworth, and 
acknowledged the above intrument to be his free act and deed. 

Francis Bacon, 
Justice of the Peace. 

Warranty deed from William Tarlton to United States of America. York, ss. Reg- 
istry of deeds. Received October 29, 1866, at 11 h. 40 min. a. m., and recorded in 
book 300, page 57. Attest. Samuel Tripp, register. Executed October 27, 1866, 
Seaveys Island. 

JS^noto all men hy these presents : 
That I, William Tarlton^ of Kittery, in. tiie coxtdA.^ oi widL 
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in consideration of three thousand two hundred and thirteen dollars and sixty-eight 
cents paid by Augustus H. Oilman, agent of the United States of America/' the 
receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, dell, and 
convey unto the said United States of America and assigns forever. 

All lots of land and buildings owned by me, situated and being on an island called 
Seaveys Island, in the Piscataqua River, within said town of Kittery, and all the 
rights, title, and interest which I have in and to said island, or any portion thereof, 
whatever said interest may be, whether in fee simple, reversion, remainder, or ex- 
pectancy, and however I may have acquired the same, whether by purchase, gift, 
descent, devise or occupation. Intending especially to include in this conveyance tot 
numbered nineteen (19) as delineated on a plan of the said island, made by B. F. 
Chandler, esqr., civil engineer of the Kittery Navy- Yard, and recorded in the registry 
of deeds for said county, plan book No. 1, page 69. 

Together with all right of wharfage and of landing, and all aquatic and riparian 
rights pertaining to the said lot. And my right of passage in the road crossing said 
island, as well as the reversion thereof. And all my right, title, and interest in and 
to the bridge connecting said island with said navy-yard. ^ 

To have and to hold the same, with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, 
to the said ''United States of America" and assigns, to their use and behoof forever. 
And I do covenant with the said ''United States ot America" and assigns that I am 
lawfully seized in fee of the premises; that they are free from all incumbrances; that 
I have good fight to sell and convey the same to the said " United States of America " 
to hold afi aforesaid, and that I and my heirs will wairant and defend the same to 
the said "United States of America" and assigns forever against the lawful claims 
and demands of all persons. 

In witness whereof we, the said William Tarlton and Mary Tai*lton, wife of the 
said William Tarlton, in testimony of her relinquishment of her right of dower in 
the above-described premises, have hereunto set our hands and seals this twenty-sev- 
enth day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
six. 

William Tarlton. [seal.] 
Mary Tarlton. [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Francis Bacon. 
John H. Cheever. 

State of Maine, Yorlc,9s: 

October 27, 1866, personally appeared William Tarlton and Mary Tarlton, and 
acknowledged the above instrument to be their free act and deed. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 

Justice of the Peace, 

Warranty deed from school district No. 8, Kittery, to United States of America. 
York, ss. Registry of deeds. Received November 12, 1866, at 1 h. 40 m. p. m., and 
recorded in book 301, pages 70 and 71. Attest : Samuel Tripp, register. Executed 
November 3d, 1866. ' Seaveys Island. 

Know all men hy these presents : 

That the inhabitants of school district number eight, in the town of Kittery, in the 
county of York, and State of Maine, in consideration of one dollar, paid by Augustus 
H. Oilman, agent of the United States of America, the receipt whereof they do 
hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, and convey unto the said 
United States of America and assigns forever 

A lot of land, and the building or schoolhouse thereon, situated and being on an 
island CftUed Seaveys Island, in the Piscataqua River, within the said town of Kit- 
teryj being lot numbered sixteen (16), delm^aAt^ ^<«xVv^%xv^^\&s^v^ 



204 HISTORY OP THE NAYY-YARD AT PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 



by B. F. ChaDdler, esq., ciTil engineer of the Kittery navy-yard, and recorded in the 
registry of deeds for said county, plan book No. 1, page 69, and being the same lot 
that C ashman Prior conveyed to said school district by deed recorded in said regis- 
try book 270, page 64, together with the reversieuary interest in the said school dis- 
trict (if any) in the road crossing said island, 

To havf and to hold the same, with all the priyileges and apparteaancea ihimoi, to 
the said United States of America,'' and assigns, to their use and hdioof fororer. 

In witness whereof, the said inhabitants, by the hand of Daniel J. Prior, ageat for 
said district, hereunto duly authorized by a vote of the inhabitants of said school 
district N'o. 8, at a meeting legally hold^ for that purpose, have hereunto ^t their 
seal, and the said agent, duly authoriaied by vote as aforesalc^ has hereuiito set his 
hand, this third day of November, in the year of our Lord oo» thousand eight kuo- 
dred and sixty-six. 

Danoel J. Prior. [«val.] 
School Agent, 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Francis Bacoj/T 

State of Maine, Torkj as: 

November 3, 1866, personally appeared Daniel J. Prior, and acknowledged the above 
instrument to be his free act and deed. Before me — 

Francis Bacon, 

Justice of the Peace, 
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